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This time last year we were excited and announced in 
the newsletter that our Wednesdays Together would be 
starting again. But the virus cut us short… again, and we 

ended up having to wait for a time before starting up.  
So here we are about to enter August 2022, and away we go…
again! Yes, many may still be vacationing or away for various 
reasons, but schools begin very soon. Our Preschool starts its fall 
session on August 10. 

Adult Choirs Our choirs will begin rehearsals soon. Add your 
voice. Come ring with the ringers. See Dr. Shawn about being a 
part of these blessings for us all!

continued...
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HERE WE GO AGAIN 
continued... 
Sunday & Wednesday Learning New Sunday and 
Wednesday learning opportunities for children, youth 
and adults are coming. See the article on The Story 
of God’s Grace on page 5..  
New Thursday Night Study with Pastor Joe For 
adults we are beginning a NEW weekly Thursday 
night study with Pr. Joe tracing God’s grace through 
books and themes throughout scripture.  
Wednesdays Together Wednesdays Together meals 
will commence on August 17.  But we sure could use 

some hands for cooking, preparing and cleaning.  
Let Kristen know by email or bulletin insert.
  
More Ways to Make a Difference And, of course, 
we will continue prayer card and quilt ministries;  
food ministries from retrieving Panera Bread to 
packing/delivering food for friends at Lutheran 
Residences; monthly Habitat build participation;  
weekly Gardening Angel tasks; crafting prayer 
shawls to be given away and so much more.  
Welcome… Worship… Serve… Learn.   
Let us each live this good news of  
God’s love as followers of Christ Jesus. 

U P C O M I N G  L E A R N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

ADULT LEARNING THIS FALL

WIRED WORD However, we will be continuing on Sundays with the thought-provoking 
Wired Word series. We have found ourselves pondering the Russian Orthodox Church, 
why taking a break from the “news cycle” can be a good thing, the dangers of thinking 
the rules don’t apply to me, and more. As always we view these topics through 
scripture and learn more of how scripture is teaching us about our Lord and his way 
through these events. Join us on Sundays. Look for more coming later in the month! 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY To go with our Wednesday and Sunday offerings 
we are taking a new road to Discovering the Bible. On Thursday evenings from 6 to 
7:15pm, we are using Kerygma study materials as a small group. We will meet weekly 
beginning with “The Search” and making our way to the end and “The Goal.” In 
between we will work through books and themes exploring how God’s grace is woven 
throughout and in spite of the lives of those whose names we see in the pages week 
after week. Pastor Joe is leading this study. You may sign up by calling the Church 
Office or marking the worship insert on Sunday.
 

At Prince of Peace our Core 
Values are WELCOME, WORSHIP, 
SERVE AND LEARN. Scripture 
encourages us: As you therefore 
have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives 
in him, rooted and built up in him 

and established in the faith, just 
as you were taught, abound in 
thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6-7

THE STORY OF GOD’S GRACE 
Learning in and of our Lord is a 
lifelong adventure.  It’s part of our 
walk as Jesus’ people. This year 

we are emphasizing our LEARN 
core value as we all ponder 
together The Story of God’s 
Grace. Pr. Adam and the Nurture 
Commission have drawn together 
an exciting series of stories from 
scripture for us all to ponder. 

The Adult Learning Task Group could not meet for a few weeks due to illness and then folk going out of 
town. We will be announcing our offerings for Wednesday and Sunday learning times later.

R O O T E D  A N D  B U I LT  U P  I N  C H R I S T

OUR CORE VALUE: LEARN
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The Endowment Fund is a blessing of resources 
given by members of the congregation through 
estate planning or other planned giving. We 

use these fund to further the mission of the 
congregation. We seek grant nominations when the 
fund has produced positive returns during the year.  
Nominations for recipients of these grants come 
from members of the congregation. 
 
This year the Endowment Board met in July to 
consider the grant requests and gave grants to 
8 organizations. Bret Bretnall, Bill Glasgow, Tony 
Hanson, Joanne Smith, Jean Zoller and Pr. Joe read 
through the requests, researched the organizations 
and discussed how the funds will be used. Below is a 
summary of the recipients of this year’s grants. 
Augusta Victoria Hospital This sole remaining 
specialized care facility in East Jerusalem serves 
Palestinians and other refugees to the area, 
providing cancer treatment, dialysis and pediatric 
care. The organization has received assistance from 
congregation throughout this country. 
ECHO: Hope Against Hunger ECHO is an 
organization located in Fort Myers and started by 
a Christian botanist working with seeds that would 
efficiently and nutritionally feed more people in 
3rd world countries. They provide missionaries with 
seeds and instruct them on best planting methods, 
giving them ideas for creating fertilizer and much 
more. They also partner with local farmers and 
volunteers to produce sustainable results. 
Lighthouse of Pinellas This nonprofit serving 
organization has been helping blind and visually 
impaired members of the community for decades. At 
no cost to clients, Lighthouse provides training for 
orientation and mobility; technological development;  
vocational rehabilitation, as well as support needed 
to be self-sufficient in daily living. 

LIV-UP LIV-UP, Lutheran Intentional Village of Upper 
Pinellas, assists older adults with the often not-
so-simple tasks and needs of daily living. LIV-UP’s 
mission is to make it possible for older adults to 
remain in their homes in their older years. 
Lutheran Disaster Response A ministry of the ELCA, 
Lutheran Disaster Response not only provides initial 
support to local groups at ground zero of disasters, 
such as hurricanes, fires, floods and tornadoes.  
Their presence is also felt months and years after 
the event, when public attention has turned to more 
recent issues.  
Ruth’s Promise Our Ruth’s Promise ministry serves 
folk from throughout the county. We normally do not 
use Endowment Funds for our own ministries. There 
is no designated line in our budget for ministries for 
Ruth’s Promise. This grant will provide scholarships 
and is making it possible for many to have a place 
in RP. A scholarship provides a joyful time for the 
individual and moments of respite for their loving 
caregivers. 
Seafarers House This Port Everglades, FL ministry 
has been operating in south FL for decades, 
providing a place for seafarers and port workers 
a place away for a time of refuge, renewal and 
resources for the maritime community. Started by 
an Episcopal priest, this 501(c)3 organization works 
to inspire and better the lives of those who spend 
months at a time on the seas. 
 
SOZO Kids This ministry, supported by the Florida-
Bahamas Synod WELCA, assists children and families 
living in Ocala National Forest in poverty, some 
without electricity or water. Education, mentoring, 
nutritional support are some of the ways these funds 
are used. 

T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  G R A N T  R E C I P I E N T S 

ENDOWMENT BOARD 
DISTRIBUTES GRANTS
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C E L E B R A T I N G  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y  A N D  S E R V A N T ’ S  H E A R T

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR THANK YOU!

T  he Health & Safety Fair 
took place on Saturday, 
July 30 and marked 

another wonderful day of 
ministry for PoP. We give 
thanks for our congregation’s 
generosity and support of this 
ministry to care for families 
in our community. We are 

grateful for your willingness 
to serve and use your spiritual 
gifts.  We give thanks for 
financial donations and all the 
work that went into school 
supplies, food bags, rooms 
set up, and so much more. 
We’re blessed to see Christ’s 
love in action through PoP!  

S U N  A U G  7  A T  5 P M  /  T A Y L O R  P A R K  S H E LT E R  3

POP COOKOUT 
All are invited to join in this picnic at Taylor Park Shelter 
3 as our children, youth, and young adults prepare for 
the start of a new school year. This will be an evening 
of fellowship with lawn games and a bounce house for 
children. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share, the 
Nurture Commission will provide hotdogs and hamburgers. 
Sign up on the back of the bulletin or email Pastor Adam.

S U N  A U G  7  A T  1 0 A M 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
RALLY DAY!

This summer has been faith-filled fun! Children and 
youth have participated in VBS, camped at Luther 
Springs, and served in Atlanta. Now as we approach 

a new school year, we invite families to gather in the Parish 
Hall as we prepare for the new ministry year. There will be 
information about Sunday School as well as children and 
youth activities for the fall. During this time children and 
youth will have the opportunity to make a back to school 
craft and participate in a Bible Scavenger Hunt. Sunday 
School classes for all ages will begin the following Sunday, 
August 14 from 10-10:45am with Elementary classes 
meeting in the Learning Center, Middle School upstairs in 
the COC, and High School in the Youth Room.

We invite families to gather in 
the Parish Hall as we prepare for 
the new ministry year and learn 
about Sunday School for the fall.
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W E D  A U G  1 7  /  B E G I N S  A T  5 : 1 5 P M

WEDNESDAYS TOGETHER 
Wednesdays Together returns on August 17. Join us for an evening of 
food, fellowship, prayer, and growing our faith!
Dinner 5:15pm Parish Hall
Middle & High School Bible Study 6pm Upstairs, COC
Children’s Choir 6pm Learning Center
Adult Class 6pm COC, Peace Room
Parish Choir 7:15pm Choir Room

W E D  A U G  1 7  A T  7 : 0 7 P M

PRAYER AROUND THE CROSS 
Our first Wednesday Together will also include a time for Prayer 
Around the Cross. We gather in the sanctuary near the front and 
around a cross lighted with candles. We hear scripture, sing softly, 
hear prayers voiced and experience extended silence to express the 
prayers of our hearts.  Gathered with our kin in Christ, this is a quietly 
powerful time of prayer together. Come. Bring a friend. 

E X C I T I N G  L E A R N I N G  P L A N S  &  A  F O C U S  O N  2 4  S T O R I E S  F R O M  S C R I P T U R E

WEDNESDAY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Confirmation Ministry for 
middle school youth will begin 
on Wednesday,  August 17 in the 
Parish Hall with an orientation 
session for parents, mentors, and 
students. Classes will continue 

for 6-8th graders on Wednesdays 
from 6-7pm upstairs in the COC.

High School Youth are invited 
to join in Bible Study on 
Wednesdays from 6-7pm upstairs 
in the youth room in the COC.

Children’s Choir for Elementary 
students meets each Wednesday 
from 6-7pm in the Blue Room of 
the Learning Center. Contact Dr. 
Shawn Thomas to learn more. 

N E W  F O R  C H I L D R E N  &  Y O U T H  /  B E G I N S  I N  A U G U S T

THE STORY OF GOD’S GRACE
The Bible is filled with 66 books 
that are each filled with a number 
of stories, but these stories do 
not stand alone. Together they 
tell the story of God’s grace, a 
story of God’s love poured out for 
all creation. The Bible recounts 
the story of God’s good creation, 
God’s faithfulness to Israel, 

Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and concludes with the Holy Spirit 
poured out on the church. 
 
For the next two years our 
children and youth ministries 
will be focused on telling 24 key 
stories from scripture. Each month 
will have a focus story. the hope 

 
is that every child and youth 
at POP will know these 24 key 
stories and how they fit into the 
broader story of God’s grace. We 
begin in August with Genesis.
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S U N  A U G  1 4  /  8 A M - 1 P M 

POP BLOOD DRIVE
Prince of Peace will be having our next Blood Drive on 
Sunday, August 14. The Blood Mobile will be north of our 
parking lot on Commerce Drive South from 8am until 1pm. 
Donations are needed now more than ever. If you feel you 
are able to donate it would be most appreciated.

C O L L E C T I N G  A U G  2 1 - 2 8 

CLOTHES TO KIDS
Each year, Clothes To Kids distributes more than 65,000 
pairs of underwear to children in need. You can help by 
donating new packages of underwear on Sundays, August 
21–28 in the Narthex. Most needed sizes include:  
Girls Bikini: 6, 12, 14, 16     Boys Boxer: S, M, L, XL   
Young Women’s Bikini: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11       
Men’s Knit Boxer: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Prince of Peace Hunger Task Force has two very 
special projects that help provide meals for our 
community. 

PANERA FOOD DELIVERY
Every Thursday evening, one of our team picks up 
the leftover bakery items at the Panera in Belleair 
Bluffs and delivers them to area facilities that 
support people in need of food.

PACK-A-SACK
Our second project is part of the Pack-a-Sack 
program which provides food and snacks for the 
weekend to children at one of the local elementary 
schools. The children must qualify and register 
at the school. Many of the children are fed by 
the Pinellas County school breakfast and lunch 
programs. The bags are packed by our Ruth’s 
Promise guests each week and delivered for 
distribution to the children on Friday. We currently 
support approximately 40 students at Fuguitt 
Elementary School.

We are blessed with faithful volunteers and grateful 
for the support of our Prince of Peace congregation.  
If you would like to be part of this ministry, please 
call the office at 727-585-9969 or join the task force 
at its next planning meeting on Monday, August 1 at 
3pm in the COC, Faith Room. 

H U N G E R  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T I N G  A U G  1  A T  3 P M 

HUNGER TASK FORCE PROJECTS
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F R I  A U G  2 6  /  1 0 A M  C O C  P E A C E  R O O M

CARD PRAYER MINISTRY 
Join us to share in contemplation of scripture, prayer, 
socialize, and craft greeting cards delivering messages 
of hope to those who are isolated or need extra 
encouragement. Join us as we serve others and share 
Christ’s boundless love. For more information, email Kristen 
Theile at kristen@poplargo.org.

T H U R S  A U G  2 5  A T  7 P M  P A R I S H  H A L L

BOOKED FOR DESSERT 
The selected reading is “The Madness of Crowds” written 
by Louise Penny. Everyone is welcome to participate in 
our lively group for conversation and fellowship whether 
or not you have read the book. Contact Linda Zachow at 
lm.zachow@ me.com for additional information.   

Martin Luther wrote “Beautiful music is the art 
of the prophets that can calm the agitations 
of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent 

presents God has given us.” Through the ensembles 
here at Prince of Peace, we have the privilege of 
proclaiming the Gospel, enriching worship, and 
drawing people closer to God. Music allows a type 
of praise that could not be accomplished any other 
way. All are welcome to participate! 

PARISH CHOIR resumes Wednesday, August 17 at 
7:30pm in the choir room. All adults are invited!

CHILDREN’S CHOIR resumes Wednesday, August 
17 at 6:15pm in the Learning Center. We welcome
children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade. 
We hope to sing approximately once per month 
in worship, alternating between 8:45 and 11am 
services. Additionally, the children sing at Santa 
Lucia Lessons and Carols and on Christmas Eve.
 

HANDBELL CHOIR resumes Tuesday, September 
6 at 7pm. We are looking for three ringers! Ability to 
read music preferred (treble or bass clef).

Do you play a musical instrument? If so, your talent 
can add to our worship each Sunday. Speak with
Dr. Thomas if you would like to share your gifts with 
us. The voice you are born with is God’s gift to you; 
the use of your voice is your gift to God!

W A Y S  T O  G E T  I N V O L V E D  I N  P O P  M U S I C  

MUSIC MINISTRTY UPDATE
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