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Now that may seem obvious, but sometimes when you hear us 

talking, we may sound like the Lord’s Church exists just for 

you or me, or maybe just us. But we know that’s not so. And 

there’s nothing like lifting our heads up and looking around to make 

that point very clear. 
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BEING THE CHURCH
continued from cover... 

To be sure the weeks since Christmas have 
been especially challenging because of that 
which we will not name.  But the past and 

present weeks have also shown us how the Lord’s 
Church continues to serve in Christ Jesus’ blessed 
name and to do so in ways that draw us all together.

MANNA FROM HEAVEN
We receive in the Church Office an inspiring thank 
you note from a pastor in Cincinnati, because 
of some PoP folks who helped support an ELCA 
World Hunger ministry called Manna From Heaven, 
providing for hungry and homeless folk in Pike 
County Kentucky.

QUILTS SHIPPED TO LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
We prayed over a bounty of quilts from the hard-
working PoP quilters and shipped them to Lutheran 
World Relief to be delivered to friends in need all 
over the world. 

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD
A match made, well maybe in heaven, brings 
together our First Sunday Food weekend on 
February 6 [this month foodstuffs go to Pack-a Sack] 
and the Sunday February 13 Souper Bowl of Caring. 

  

 
THE PALMS DEAF CHURCH 
The Palms Deaf Church, started on Florida’s east 
coast, is a ministry of the Florida-Bahamas Synod 
that will serve deaf friends there and around the 
Synod.  The Congregation Council voted to support 
this start-up with a gift from our First Fruits fund.  See 
an inspiring video at this link:  https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=sYN77PCt6UI.

You just cannot carry out these ministries alone.  
And we are not meant to.  No, as we learned in I 
Corinthians 12 just a couple of weeks ago, we are 
BODY—each of us with gifts vital to the life of us all 
together!  

God strengthens us in Christ 
Jesus with the power of the 
blessed Holy Spirit to serve 
our neighbors together, near 
and far. What joy, what wonder, 
what privilege, what a time to 
BE the Church!
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S U N  F E B  2 7  
TRANSFIGURATION 
OF OUR LORD

Coming in the Church 
Year as it does on the 
Sunday before Ash 

Wednesday, the Transfiguration 
of our Lord always allows us to 
see the brightest light of our 
Lord on the mountaintop with 
his 3 disciples and two timely 
visitors.  Odd, isn’t it, how this 
startling event comes at the 

end of weeks following the 
Epiphany of our Lord, when the 
bright light of the star revealed 
the infant Savior to the Magi?   
Let us join in worship on this 
festival day as we celebrate the 
Light of the world for us all.

L E N T  B E G I N S  W I T H  A S H  W E D N E S D A Y  M A R  2 

LENT SCHEDULE
Lent comes later this year, not beginning until 

Ash Wednesday, March 2.  We will be providing 
details about our Lenten journey together later 

in February as the time grow nearer.  

Here’s our worship schedule during Lent.  It is a 
blessed time of walking in the Way with one another 
and seeking to ponder more deeply our Lord and the 
path of discipleship to which he calls us.  Let us all 
devote ourselves to this time and the growth our Lord 
works in us in these days. 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP....................Noon & 7pm
SUNDAY WORSHIP...................................8:45am & 11am
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP                                                 
   + Responsive Prayer [chapel].................................Noon 
   + Evening Prayer [sanctuary]....................................7pm 
 

Take these opportunities to 
invite and bring a friend or 
acquaintance to worship with  
us in the blessed season.
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G E T  I N V O L V E D  

PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl team meets 5 times a year on 
the 3rd Monday of the month and we invite
anyone who loves to knit, crochet, or weave 

to meet with us. The dates will be announced in 
the bulletin and newsletter. During this time, we 
prepare the donated shawls for distribution, have 
a short devotion and prayer and bless the shawls. 
Yarn, needles and instructions are all provided in the 
Church Office kitchen. Some kits are made as well. 

Don’t want to gather in person? No problem. You can 
participate with your creativity! During this time when 
many feel isolated or are suffering in any way, a shawl 
of caring can bring comfort and love from our faith 

S U N D A Y S  F E B  1 3  T H R U  M A R C H  6 

THE APOCRYPHA
Our friend, Pastor Vern Squire, has developed a 
fascinating course through which we can come to 
learn more about books that were not included in 
our scripture.  Yet, many students of these books 
see in them great insight into Judaism in the 
period before our Lord.  Join us for this interesting 
presentation.

R E S U M E S  S U N D A Y  F E B  1 3 

ADULT LEARNING IN FEBRUARY

Our plans are to begin Sunday School again 
on Sunday, February 13. While we are 
waiting to start our Wednesdays Together 

in Lent, adult offerings on Sunday mornings will 
resume with the interesting class described below.

family. We sign the shawls out so we can pray for 
the recipients when we meet and also to avoid 
duplication of recipients. Feel free to pick up 
supplies as needed and knit or crochet a gift of love 
and caring.
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Prince of Peace Hunger Task Force has two 
very special projects to provide food for those 
in need in our community.

FOOD DELIVERY
Every Thursday evening, one of our team picks up 
the leftover bakery items at the Panera in Belleair 
Bluffs and delivers the items to area facilities that 
support people in need of food.

PACK-A-SACK PROGRAM
Our second project is part of the Pack-a-Sack 
program which provides food and snacks for the 
weekend to children at one of the local elementary 
schools. The children must qualify and register 

at the school. Many of the children are fed by 
the Pinellas County school breakfast and lunch 
programs. The bags are packed by our Ruth’s 
Promise guests each week and delivered for 
distribution to the children on Friday. We currently 
support approximately 40 students at Fuguitt 
Elementary School.

We are blessed with faithful volunteers and grateful 
for the support of our Prince of Peace congregation.  
If you would like to be part of this ministry, please 
call the office at 727-585-9969 or join the task force 
at its next planning meeting on Monday, February 
7th at 3pm in the Parish Hall.

B E  A  P A R T  O F  A  M E A N I N G F U L  M I N I S T R Y  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y 

HUNGER TASK FORCE PROJECTS

C O L L E C T I N G  J A N  3 0  T H R U  F E B  6

PACK-A-SACK FOOD 
COLLECTION  
PoP will be collecting items for Pack-a-Sack to provide weekend food 
during the school year to local elementary school children who face 
food insecurities.  

Needed food items are: nutritional single-serve fruit cups, peanut butter 
cups, juice boxes, cereal, pudding cups, peanut or cheese crackers, 
applesauce or juice cups and granola or breakfast bars.  During the 
week items can be dropped off at the Church Office.   

PoP provides about 1,500 snack bags a 
year. Thank you for your generosity.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL JANUARY 17
+ Discussed latest county statistics for the covid 

virus and our current worship attendance in 
person and online

+ Received reports from the five Commissions
+ Received report from Ruth’s Promise Advisory 

Board regarding the status of the ministry now that 

licensing has been granted
+ Voted to give $500 from First Fruits to support the 

Palms Deaf Church, a ministry of St. Mark by the 
Sea Lutheran Church on the east coast and the 
Florida Bahamas Synod ELCA.

+ Reviewed financial report for year end 2021 
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Sunday School was on a pause during the month of January, but we 
are hopeful to resume classes starting February 13. Please keep an eye 
on bulletins and emails to confirm this start date. When we are able to 
resume: 

+ Children will gather in the Learning Center in a Pre K-2nd grade class 
   and a 3rd-5th grade class. 
+ Middle school youth meet upstairs (Community Outreach Center). 
+ High school youth meet in the youth room (upstairs in the COC).  
+ Students and teachers are strongly encouraged to wear masks 
   during class. 

P L A N S  F O R  F E B R U A R Y 

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH

S A V E  T H E  D A T E :  J U N E  2 7 - J U LY  1 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 2022  

Planning has begun for VBS during the week 
of June 27-July 1. We are excited to share that 
this coming summer counselors from Luther 

Springs will be leading our VBS using their Day 
Camp curriculum. Registration will open online for 
Elementary and Middle School students at the end 
of February. With this new format, we will continue to 
need high school youth and adults who are willing to 
serve in a variety of areas. Registration for youth and 
adult serving opportunities will also open online at the 
end of February.

F R I  &  S A T  M A R  1 1 - 1 2 

GO & DO LIKEWISE 
The 12th Anniversary for Go & Do Likewise is coming in March! God 
calls us to love and care for our neighbor. We invite you to take part in 
the opportunity to come together and serve. There will be opportunities 
to serve indoors, outdoors, at the church, and off campus. This is a 
wonderful time for you to invite friends and families to serve with you. 
The more people we have join us multiplies the ways we can help our 
neighbor, community, and share Christ’s love! To get involved, please 
contact Kristen Theile at Kristen@poplargo.org
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T H U R S  F E B  2 4  A T  7 P M  /  C H U R C H  H A L L 

BOOKED FOR DESSERT 
The selected reading for February Booked for Dessert is “The Nickel 
Boys” written by Colson Whitehead. Our get together is planned for 
Thursday, February 24 at 7 pm. Please watch for further updates as 
to whether we will be meeting virtually by Zoom or in person. Contact 
Linda Zachow with questions at: lm.zachow@me.com.

W E D  F E B  1 6  A T  7 P M 

PRAYER AROUND THE CROSS 
Join us Wednesday, February 16 at 7pm as we will gather for Prayer 
Around the Cross. In this brief time together we will have the 
opportunity to sit in the presence of other friends, spacing ourselves 
appropriately, and to offer prayers of our hearts for those in need. 

S U N  F E B  2 0  A T  3 P M 

THREE ORGAN SPECTACULAR 
Seth Bott, John Lowe, and Shawn Thomas present an afternoon of 
music arranged for three organs including the Toccata and Fugue in d 
minor by J.S. Bach, Concerto Gregoriano by Pietro Yon, and surprises 
for all. This concert is free and open to the public. A freewill offering 
will be received. 

February is American Heart 
Month and Ruth’s Promise 
cares about you and your 

heart. Did you know that the 
health of your brain and heart 
are connected? By keeping your 
heart healthy, you also lower your 
risk for brain problems such as 
stroke and dementia. A stroke 
or “brain attack” happens when 
a clot or plaque blocks a blood 
vessel in the brain or when the 
blood vessel in the brain bursts. 
This causes brain tissue to die 
which can lead to memory loss 
and disability. A series of small, 

“silent” strokes or “mini strokes” 
can cause memory loss, slowed 
thinking, and personality changes 
also known as vascular dementia.  
What can you do to keep a 
healthy heart and brain? 
+ Control your blood pressure.
+ Eat healthy food and limit 
alcohol intake.
+ Get diabetes under control.
+ Don’t smoke.
+ Be active physically & mentally.

How can Ruth’s Promise help 
you keep your heart and brain 
healthy? We offer respite for 

caregivers so you can take care 
of yourself. We offer quality, 
therapeutic programs to keep 
our participants meaningfully 
engaged during their time here. 
We exercise our bodies and our 
brains. Our participants also get 
a delicious snack in the morning 
and afternoon as well as a hot, 
nutritious lunch. Knowing your 
loved one is taken care of while 
with us here at Ruth’s Promise, 
will allow caregivers a well 
deserved break from the stresses 
of caregiving which can improve 
your health.

Contact us for more information  
at ruthspromiseadp@gmail.com or 
call Sharon at (727) 452-1225.

R U T H ’ S  P R O M I S E  C A R E S  F O R  Y O U R  H E A LT H 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH 
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PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

WEB  poplargo.org  I   FACEBOOK  @POPLargo  I   ON YOUTUBE 

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:30am-2:30pm  I   727.585.9969  I   info@poplargo.org 

PRESCHOOL   I  727.585.9790  I   preschool@poplargo.org

PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

Ashley Behrendt
Beth Behrendt
Michael Carmody
Kellie Dreger
Ashley Fields
Cynthia Gorski

Tony Hanson
Marilyn Holmes
Mary Kay Koch
Marian Kooiman
Cooper Koryn
Richard Landeen

Karl Mackus
Cailey Mateo
Elizabeth McEntegart
Jon Morris
Carol Murphy
Thomas Olson

Deloris Pudwill
Tim Riley
Casey Temple
Linda Tindall

FEBRUARY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

POP MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
We are updating the PoP Membership 
Directory for 2022. Please check that 
we have your current address and 
phone number. Also, if you have an 

alternate address, let us know any 
update to it and the dates to use it. 
Please Email mj@poplargo.org with 
changes. 


