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As we have said in other communications, several small groups 
over the summer have met multiple times for planning.  From 
youth ministry to Sunday School, children’s music to adult 

choirs, and more, we have tried to “read the tea leaves” for what lies 
ahead and then make our plans.  
However, while things looked positive in May and June for our 
coming together now for Wednesdays Together, classes, and 
rehearsals, the virus has once again reared its unwelcome head.  
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WE HAVE A CHOICE 
continued...

We have been forced to delay our fall beginnings.  
Once again, we even are worshipping from a 
distance via internet, which in its strange way is a 
blessing.
 
Now we can choose how we will respond.  Either 
we let our frustrations have their way with us, or we 
take another road.  Rather than taking the frustration 
highway, why not try this bypass? 
Have you ever invited friends over for dinner?  Fred 
apologizes and says he won’t be able to make it.  
Judy is delighted and will be there for sure.  Late 
afternoon, just an hour before everyone is to arrive, 
the table is set, good smells rise from the kitchen 
and the telephone rings.  It’s Fred;  he can come 
after all.  Then it rings again, and Judy asks if she 
can bring a friend. 
 
All of that is to say, we have to adjust the table 
setting. We have to be flexible. 
 

Here at Prince of Peace we have been doing that for 
years. Sure, we have our traditions that we observe 
from year to year.  But we also make changes, try 
new ways, tweak approaches from days past. Call it 
holy experimentation. Seeking to carry out ministry 
in our Lord’s name here at PoP or wherever we are, 
we remain open to how the Spirit guides and calls 
us. The Spirit of the living, loving God is with us.  
 

Welcome, Worship, Serve, 
Learn. It’s our way of life 
as Jesus’ people—even 
when there is a virus 
around. Let us continue in 
prayers and in our loving 
care for one another. 
Pr. Joe

7 P M  W E D  S E P T  1  &  2 2  /  P O R T I C O 

PRAYER AROUND  
THE CROSS

Our moments for Prayer Around the Cross 
in past years have been quiet times for 
prayer, song, scripture and silence, as we 

share in this meditative time together. Because of 
the increased incidents of virus infection in Pinellas 
County, we are taking our prayer time outdoors.  
 

On September 1 and 22, we will 
gather for Prayer Around the 
Cross in the portico just outside 
the sanctuary doors.   
 
In this brief time together we will have the 
opportunity to sit in the presence of other friends, 
spacing ourselves appropriately, and to offer prayers 
of our hearts for those in need. We begin at 7pm.  
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A blessing of living in this 
part of Florida is our 
tropical landscape.  From 

groundcovers to broad and 
tall leafy specimens, we are 
surrounded by God’s colorful 
beauty all year long.  And much of 
what we see, large and small, is 
variegated.  Many colors, shades.  
Green leaves with dark purple 
edges and pink centers.  White 
blooms with red polka dots.  Red 
veins with multiple shades of 
green throughout the leaf.

Such is the meaning of that 
word “manifold” in the I Peter 
passage.   It means “multiple,”  
“many,” “variegated.”  We are 

to be stewards of such grace.  
God’s remarkably variegated 
goodness and love that come 
to us unbidden.  It just IS…for us.  
We see it most clearly in God’s 
unmatched gift of Jesus the 
Christ.

And we—each of us and all of 
us together—are stewards of 
variegated grace. 

We are going to explore these 
thoughts more over the coming 
weeks beginning Sunday, 
September 26 during our 
stewardship emphasis time. 
You will soon receive a letter that 
will tell you more about this part 
of our journey together.  While 

our Consecration Sunday falls on 
October 24, we will be hearing 
about variegated grace in action 
from friends in the congregation 
and seeing much more that helps 
us explore the Grace of Giving. 

Like good stewards of 
the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of 
you has received…so that 
God may be glorified in 
all things through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong 
the glory and the power 
forever and ever. Amen.  

I PETER 4:10-11

B E G I N N I N G  S U N  S E P T  2 6 

THE GRACE OF GIVING

Many of us may not realize, but since Shawn 
has been our Parish Musician, he has been 
awaiting the day when he would complete 

his work on one more degree.  You see, Shawn 
graduated from the University of West Florida with 
a double major in History and Organ Performance.  
He then headed in our direction, stopping in 
Gainesville where he earned a Masters degree in 
organ performance at the University of Florida. From 
there he struck out for the middle of the country to 
seek his Doctor of Musical Arts—Church Music from 
the University of Kansas. His emphasis was organ 
performance and choral conducting.  
Even though the virus has significantly slowed down 
the process, Shawn was finally able to travel out to 
Kansas in August where he made his presentation to 
the evaluating committee and then played a recital 
for the community there.  Receiving the positive 

response from his committee, 
he now is Dr. Shawn Thomas.
 
The doctoral process takes 
any candidate down many 
different roads as he/she 
works closely with advisors 
and engages much study, 
writing and many details.  
A musician also faces the 
task of preparing for the 
performance part of their 
evaluation.  And when much of the work is done 
half a continent away and during a pandemic, the 
challenge is even greater. 
 
What a blessing for us all to share in the celebration 
and accomplishment of our music leader here at 
Prince of Peace! 

C E L E B R A T I N G  A  M I L E S T O N E 

CONGRATULATIONS DR. THOMAS!

DR. SHAWN THOMAS 
PA R I S H  M U S I C I A N
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We give thanks for our community partners 
and our congregation who continue 
to serve our community in the midst of 

the pandemic. This was not our typical year, so 
we modified the event by social distancing and 
spreading out indoors and outdoors. We give 
thanks for everyone’s flexibility as we modified 
and continued to put precautions in place. We are 
grateful that God calls each of us and that even in 
these times, we are called to serve our neighbor. We 
give thanks for financial donations and for school 
supplies that were prepared, food bags that were 
packed, rooms that were set up, time that was given, 
and Christ’s love that was proclaimed! 

Some things we give thanks for:
+ For the first time free Back to School Food bags 

were given to families with food insecurities. We 
give thanks to the Shepherd Center for providing 
free food to put in the bags. 

+ 17 community partners participated in the event 
and informed the community about their services.

+ Keiser University provided 10 nurses. 
+ A Nurse Practitioner and Doctor gave their time to 

do physicals.
+ Elementary, Middle School and High School 

supplies were passed out.
+ One Blood received 11 pints of blood. 
+ Bikes and Backpacks were raffled off.
+ The Fire Department had a truck demonstration. 

School supplies Blessings:
With generous donations and a grant, we were 
able to make 500 bags of school supplies. The 
bags were divided into 2 categories one being 
elementary and the other being middle school/
high school. The bags contained grade appropriate 
supplies and were well received by all who attended 
the Fair. The children were very excited to pick their 
bag of supplies and left with big smiles on their 
faces!  We were also able to raffle 7 backpacks also 
filled with school supplies. And new this year, we are 

We are grateful that God 
calls each of us and that 
even in these times we are 
called to serve our neighbor. 
“adopting” 4 teachers and providing them with 
some of the leftovers along with some additional 
much needed items. We are so very blessed to be 
able to lift our community at large with this effort 
through your support.  

Disciple Susan Woods shares this:
It was an honor and a privilege to be part of the 
first food basket giveaway at the Health and 
Safety Fair. In the week before the Fair, volunteers 
packed reusable bags full to overflowing with a 
variety of non-perishable food. The beginning of 
school each year brings new expenses for families 
with children, so helping out with food seemed 
like a logical extension of our mission to help our 
local families prepare for the start of a successful 
school year. With the partnership of The Shepherd 
Center, where our own Tom Henderson is on the 
Board of Directors, we were able to give away 
bags of food as well as have a mini-pantry so 
that parents could “shop” for preferred items 
like condiments, canned foods, cooking oil, and 
cereal. 

It was a blessing to hand 
out quality food that would 
positively impact the  
well-being of local families.

T H A N K F U L  T O  E V E R Y O N E  I N V O L V E D  &  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  T H I S  M I N I S T R Y 

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR SUCCESS!



5

 

GOD’S LOVE AT WORK...



6

+ Reviewed plan for mounting monitors in the Parish 
Hall and COC for displaying announcements

+ Received report regarding start of Preschool year 
[number of students, virus issues, provision of 
several new resources from the community]

+ Voted to contribute monies from First Fruits fund 
for the Health and Safety Fair

+ Heard reports from Commissions

+ Learned that we now have 9 Girl Scout groups 
using our facilities

+ Received update on tentative plans for a day 
honoring Jane Corcoran on November 14

+ Engaged in extensive conversation regarding the 
status of education ministries,  worship and the 
current virus infection numbers in Pinellas County

A U G  1 6

CONGREGATION COUNCIL SUMMARY

C O M I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R 

THE TAKE TEN SERIES RETURNS

Sometimes on Sundays we 
will hear the pastor tell 
us that the day is a minor 

festival of the Church.  Just last 
month we remembered Mary the 
Mother of our Lord on Sunday, 
August 15. No minor festivals 
fall on a Sunday of September, 
but there are at least 3 on the 
September calendar. During the 
month Take Ten will visit each day, 
where we will discover its roots, 
scriptural foundation and musical 
connections. Look for Take Ten 
with your weekly email during 
September.  

During the 
month of 
September 

children and youth 
will gather for Sunday 
school on Zoom. We 
will all gather together 

using the same zoom 
link and then split off 
into classes by age 
group. Please contact 
Pastor Adam for the 
Zoom link. Thank 
you to our teachers 

who are preparing for 
when we can return 
to the classroom and 
for those teachers 
who will be leading us 
on zoom.

M M E T I N G  O N  Z O O M  I N  S E P T E M B E R 

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
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C O L L E C T I N G  F O R  P A C K - A - S A C K  /  S E P T  6  T H R U  S E P T  1 0 

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION 
The Hunger Task Force is collecting food for Pack-A-Sack. The Pack-
a-Sack ministry provides food and snacks for the weekend to children 
at one of the local elementary schools. We are currently supporting 
students at Fuguitt Elementary School.  

The Hunger Task Force needs nutritional single-serve items of:
peanut butter cups, juice boxes, cereal, pudding, peanut or cheese 
crackers

Drop off donations in the Parish Hall, Narthex, or Church Office 
Monday, September 6 - Friday, September 10. Thanks be to God for 
your servant heart.

R E H E A R S A L S  B E G I N  I N  S E P T 

OPENINGS IN HANDBELL CHOIR 
Our handbell choir currently has four open positions this year. We 
need you in handbells! Prior ringing experience is NOT required, but 
reading music is preferred (treble or bass clef). We will train you on 
how to play! Rehearsals begin in September. Handbells ring in worship 
approximately once a month in addition to Festivals like Christmas Eve 
and Easter. If you are interested in ringing or would like to learn more, 
please contact our Parish Musician Shawn Thomas.

Renae Barth
Lisa Beck
Michael Belskey
Rev. Adam Buff 
Cara Carmody
Carson Carmody
Dillan Crevier
Amelia Dahlvik
Anthony Davis
Marion Dinsmore
Charlie Divis
AJ Elmore Jr
Austin Elmore
Cooper Elmore

Ruth Fleisher
Scott Grassick
Barry Herter
Megan Holland
Janice Kish
Donald Kreis
Barbara Krueger
June Lankenau
Melony Leidy
Rene Lowry
Adele Luxa
Sue Mendenhall
Christine Pettibone
Sam Phillips

Gary Pikka
Spencer Rumbaugh
Nils Sheppard
Deborah Strauch
Kathleen Sweetman
Chloe Tyner
Yvonne Wahl
Geraldine Watts
Karen Webb
Judith Wilkowski
Linda Zachow

SEPTEMBER BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES
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