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With Lent just beginning it seems odd to be looking ahead to 
Holy Week.  One reason we may do so with more longing this 

year is because we were separated from one another last year.

Holy Week begins on Sunday, March 28 with Palm/Passion Sunday.  
In a week of unique opportunities for worship, this day seems to 
change course in the middle of our time together.  Like Maundy 
Thursday and the Vigil of Easter, the multiple themes of worship take
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HOLY WEEK 
continued...

What happens in the wilderness doesn’t 
always stay in the wilderness.”  All of us 
have experienced times in the past year 

that may seem like we have been dropped off in 
the wilderness.  Wholesale changes to routines.  
Assumptions about school and work and just 
communicating with friends and those we love take 
directions we never would imagine.

What have you experienced in the wilderness?  
Tears?  Anxiety?  Frustration?  What about moments 
of hope or trust?  And prayer? 

Let’s continue coming together on Wednesdays 
in Lent and explore what we have faced in these 
unusual times and how we may take what God has 
given us into the days ahead. 

WEDNESDAY PRAYER
During Lent our Wednesday prayer times will focus 
upon the wilderness times we all experience. Let’s 
open our hearts in these Lenten days to all the 
possibilities of God with us.  

W E D N E S D A Y S  A T  N O O N ,  7 P M ,  A N D  O N L I N E 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP CONFRONTS  
WHAT WILDERNESS MEANS FOR US

RESPONSIVE PRAYER NOON

EVENING PRAYER 7 PM

us in different directions as we ponder the events of 
our Lord’s last days before his crucifixion.  On Palm/
Passion Sunday we hear the crowds in one moment 
cheering our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem and, it 
seems, not long after jeering him as they seek his 
death. 

How will we do it?

Normally, our attendance at worship during Holy 
Week is robust.  God surely blesses us whenever 
we are together, but this week is surely precious 
for all Christians.  Because of the virus we will be 
evaluating just how we may worship during Holy 
Week in ways that help us to experience the 

wonder and gravity of the time, but we will also be 
contemplating how we may do so with care so as to 
encourage us all to remain safe. 

By mid-March we will publicize our worship 
schedule for Holy Week and any guidelines which 
may be applicable for our time.

Let us continue to pray and to open ourselves to our 
Lord’s edifying Spirit as we walk together in Lent. 

      PRAYER THEMES

 March 3  Trust
 March 10  Prayer
 March 17  Peace, Love
 March 24  Hope
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In “normal” years the Endowment 
Board awards grants in the first 
half of a year with any earnings 

from the previous year.  Because 
of the virus, we were not able 
to award our grants with 2019 
earnings until the end of the 
2020. 

Thanks be to God our Endowment 
Fund experienced earnings of 
$7878 for 2019.  The Board voted 
to send $5000 to the Florida 
Bahamas Synod ELCA United 
as One Appeal.  The moneys 
received have been used for 
mercy ministries, including food 
pantry help, backpacks & school 
supplies, and some special needs 
like helping a congregation that 
needed to assist a family with rent.  
Several congregations have food 
pantries where additional funds 
made a big difference.  These 
grants also helped congregations 
acquire technology, enabling 
them to worship at a distance 

in the way we have worshipped 
in the past year.  Fifty-one 
congregations have been helped 
with approximately $170,000 in 
grants.

The remaining $2878 of our 
Endowment Funds went to 
Feeding Tampa Bay.  Their 
website states:  Our community’s 
needs are ever-changing 
and Feeding Tampa Bay is 
implementing new, innovative 
solutions to bring meals to all 
those in need. With grocery 
distributions at bus stations, food 
pantries on school campuses, 
and other forward-thinking 
applications, we ensure anyone in 
need of immediate access to food 
or resources can find them.

Soon we will be seeking 
applications for 2021 grants.  
Serving on your Endowment 
Board are Bret Bretnall, Bill 
Glasgow, Bob Luxa, Joanne Smith, 
Jean Zoller, and Pr. Joe.

U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E  E N D O W M E N T  B O A R D 
ENDOWMENT FUND GRANTS FOR 2020

God has blessed us 
with an Endowment 
Fund as another 
vehicle through 
which we may carry 
out the good news 
of our Lord Jesus.

A donation was made to 
Feeding Tampa Bay to help 
them implement new, innovative 
solutions to bring meals to all 
those in need.

A donation was made to the 
Florida Bahamas Synod ELCA 
United which helped support 
mercy ministries and their food 
pantry, backpacks and school 
supplies, assisting families with 
rent and so much more impact 
in the community.
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A V A I L A B L E  F O R  D E L I V E R Y 
SHAWL MINISTRY  

Come by the Church Office to pick up a prayer 
shawl or baby blanket. These shawls and 
blankets are dressed with a ribbon, card, and 

a prayer and are ready to be taken to a friend or 
neighbor who is ill or experiencing loss. If you knit 
or crochet, what better time than now to create a 
shawl or baby blanket for someone who is in need 
of a love wrap?  If you need yarn, knitting needles or 
crochet hook, let the Church Office know.

L O V I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  

FIRST FRUITS & LARGO 
MIDDLE SCHOOL
In January, $1575 from the First Fruits Fund was used to 
purchase 800 water bottles for Largo Middle School.  The bottles 
were orange to match the school colors and “kindness” notes 
were put in the bottles to offer encouragement to the students.  
As one of PoP’s missions to work with local schools, LMS said the 
water bottles would make it safer for the students and eliminate 
the need for using so many disposable drinking cups.  

H E L P I N G  T H O S E  I N  N E E D 

HUNGER TASK FORCE

The PoP Hunger Task Force 
currently has two very 
special projects.  Every 

Thursday evening, one of our 
team picks up the leftover bakery 
goods at the Panera in Belleair 
Bluffs and delivers them to one 
of two area facilities on alternate 
weeks.

Our second project is part of 
the Pack-a-Sack program which 
provides food and snacks for 
the weekend to children at one 

of the local elementary schools.  
During the week many of the 
children receive both breakfast 
and lunch from the school system.  
The “sacks” are packed by our 
Ruth’s Promise guests each week 
and delivered for distribution to 
the children on Friday.  We are 
currently supporting 45 students 
at Fuguitt Elementary School.

UPCOMING MARCH PROJECT 
During the first week of March the 
Hunger Task Force is collecting 

food for the Pack-A-Sack project. 
The donations can be dropped 
off at the Church Office.  We need 
nutritional single-serve items (e.g. 
fruit cups, peanut butter, juice 
boxes, raisins, cereal, pudding, 
peanut/cheese crackers and 
granola/fruit bars) for the Pack-
A-Sack program. If you would 
like to be part of this ministry, 
please contact Carolyn Glasgow 
727-656-8964 or call the Church 
Office.
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Z O O M  C L A S S  /  F R I  M A R  1 2  A T  1 0 A M 
2ND FRIDAY ZOOM SUPPORT
We’ll encourage, laugh and talk with one another as we journey 
through 2021. Join Pr. Ann and Jane monthly on Zoom the second 
Friday at 10am-11:30am. Come be church together as we navigate 
our way through the months ahead. Please email MJ and/or Jane to 
sign up for the small group.

T E N T A T I V E  P L A N N I N G  U N D E R W A Y 
VBS 2021 & SUMMER CAMPS
Our tentative plan is to hold VBS the week of June 28-July 2. What 
exactly VBS will look like will depend on the health situation as we 
near summer. No matter what, we will have VBS in some form. Plans 
for summer camp are also underway. Our hope is for youth to go to 
camp the week of July 19-23.

S U N  M A R  2 1  3 P M 
CHRONIC ILLNESS 
SUPPORT GROUP
The Chronic Illness support group meets Sunday, March 21 at 3pm 
in the COC. If you or a loved one is impacted by a chronic illness, 
this group is ready to provide support, encouragement, and prayer 
for you and your family. For  more information, contact Jane in the 
Church Office by email at jane@poplargo.org.

G R A T E F U L  F O R  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y 
THANKS FOR SUPPORTING AFFS
Thank you for your many contributions to Art for Faith’s Sake! Your 
support allows us to present first-class musical programs at no cost 
to music lovers in our community. Our season kicks off in October 
with “Horns and Pipes,” featuring chamber music written for organ 
and instruments such as flute, saxophone, strings, and brass. Stay 
tuned for more details.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our children and youth have continued to meet for Sunday School 
via Zoom. For the rest of the spring our Elementary and Middle 
school classes will continue to meet on Zoom. Email Pastor Adam 
at pastoradam@poplargo.org for Zoom information. Our High 
School class will be gathering in person on Sunday mornings at 
10am starting on March 7.

YOUTH ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Throughout the fall our confirmation students have had the option 
to meet on Zoom or in person each week. Confirmation classes 
resumed in January. During Lent, confirmation students are 
meeting with their mentors each week. Every other week our high 
school youth gather for Bible Study and youth group at 6pm.

On a weekly basis we have neighbors in 
our community stop by the church. These 
neighbors’ addresses are often a park bench 

or a street where they lay their head to rest. Our 
young adults  wanted to serve our neighbors. They  
took time to gather, have fellowship, and make over 
100 kits for people experiencing homelessness. 
These kits will be passed out to the many neighbors 
that stop by our church. May we each serve our 
neighbor and share God’s love!

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.  No one 
has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us. 1 JOHN 4:11-12

1 0 0  K I T S  T O  H E L P  O U R  N E I G H B O R S  

YOUNG ADULTS SERVING
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A W A R D E D  T H E  E A G L E  S C O U T 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CARSON CARMODY
On Saturday, February 13 Boy Scouts of America troop 
475 held a Court of Honor for Carson Carmody, where 
he was awarded the Eagle Scout.  Carson has been in 
scouts for many years and capped his days in scouting 
with an Eagle Scout project.  His project involved the 
design and construction of an outdoor instructional 
center for Countryside Elementary School where his 
aunt, Debbie Carter, teaches.  Carson has been active 
in our ministries here at PoP from his childhood years.  
He now is a freshman at Florida Polytechnic University.  
Congratulations, Carson!

G R O W I N G  O U R  P O P  F A M I LY 

NEW MEMBERS AT POP 
We rejoice as we received our New Members into our 
congregation February 21 at our 11 o’clock service.  They 
are pictured to the left with their friendship families. On 
that morning they met for some appropriately distanced 
conversation, getting to know one another. And yes, 
everyone in the picture is smiling under their masks! We 
look forward to everyone giving them a warm welcome 
and ongoing love and support as fellow sisters and 
brothers in Christ. 

F E B R U A R Y  M E E T I N G 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
+  Approved motion to allow painting of sanctuary 

exterior
+  Received report of upcoming purchase and 

delivery of water bottles for students at Largo 
Middle School

+  Learned of grant awarded to Ruth’s Promise
+  Approved motion to hire termite treatment 

company to spot treat buildings on campus

+  Approved $400 First Fruits grant to Haven 
House of Hope Villages of America [RCS]

+  Learned of new members joining on February 21
+  Reviewed status of ministries and worship 

opportunities in light of virus issues
+  Learned of resignation at end of school year  

of Earle Brown, sexton for Learning Center
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PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

WEB  poplargo.org  I   FACEBOOK  @POPLargo  I   ON YOUTUBE 

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:30am-2:30pm  I   727.585.9969  I   info@poplargo.org 

PRESCHOOL   I  727.585.9790  I   preschool@poplargo.org

PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

Beverly Bruce  
Madelene Casper  
Chelsea Crose 
Cynthia Crose  
Spencer Crose  
Robert Cunningham 
Maryian Deak  

Sally Evans 
Maxwell Henderson 
Patricia Humphries 
Paul Humphries Jr  
Ashton Kelly  
Judy Klinger 
Bruce Lecheler  

Ursula Masdal  
Loren Mathre 
Addison McEntegart  
Eileen McLaren  
David McMullen   
Tyler Murray
Brianna Neikirk  

Marilyn Peltzer 
Christopher Sheppard 
Ronald Streicher  
Tiffany Taylor  
Terri Ziegler 

MARCH BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES


