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The beginning of the calendar year always seems a little pell-
mell in the Church.  When we step in to January it is still 
Christmas for 5 more days.  Then suddenly the Magi make 

their presence known, kneeling at the place where the Christ child 
lies and presenting those odd gifts to him—certainly not something 
most of us would think to bring a newborn.  Then it’s off to Egypt 
with Mary and Joseph, while the Magi go home by a different road.   
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BAPTISM  o f  O U R  L O R D



But in the Church the very next Sunday 
(January 10), we call the Baptism of our Lord.  
We hear the account of a very grown up Jesus 

being baptized by John down at the river.  We have 
observed this festival for centuries in the

Church. Oddly enough it helps to bookend this 
season after the Epiphany—but more on that later.

For now we celebrate this marvelous baptismal 
festival, as we recall our own “washing of 
regeneration” into the Lord’s Church, his body, 
God’s own people.  On this day we affirm our 
baptisms, so it makes for a good time to remember 
back to where and when and with whom you were 
washed.   

UPCOMING BAPTISMS
This year we are blessed to witness the baptism of 
Teagan and Emeric Koller. Pray for Jasmine and Neil, 
their parents, and pray for them as they all prepare 
to come to the waters!
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
continued...

S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 2 1 

HOW CAN I KEEP... 
FROM GIVING?

This inspiring hymn that we changed just a bit 
for our stewardship emphasis has inspired our 
love for singing to our Lord and for giving to 

our Lord as well.  We look ahead with enthusiasm 
into 2021 anticipating more opportunities to serve 
and by God’s grace to share the life-changing good 
news of our Lord in many different ways.  

Thank you for submitting your Estimates of Giving 
and Time/Talent information for 2021. At this time 
we have 136 EOG’s for $425,641.  If you have not 
yet submitted your information for the new year, we 
encourage to do so as our plans continue in these 
uncertain days.  We are excited about what lies 
ahead in our ministries together in 2021. 

With the Lord blessing us so 
abundantly even in the face 
of this crisis, how can we 
keep…from giving?
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W E D  J A N  6  /  O N L I N E 

EPIPHANY-- FEAST 
OF LIGHTS  

The Epiphany of our Lord falls on Wednesday 
January 6. The day that helps us to recall the 
long journey of the Magi to our infant Lord’s 

presence has been a blessed time of celebration 
here at Prince of Peace for many years.

While we cannot be together for choir anthems and 
instrumentalists [not to mention a joyous reception], 
we will be experiencing this stirring observance of 
the Church in a new way.  

To be sure we are recording this worship time and 
sending it out on January 6.  But it will be a worship 
experience unlike any time we have shared together 
in past years.  We will indeed hear the story and 
share in songs familiar that we enjoy singing.  But 
there will be many friends participating in unique 
ways.  

Come—online—and let us worship together on the 
evening of Wednesday, January 6!

7 : 0 7 P M  W E D  J A N  2 7  I N - P E R S O N  &  O N L I N E 

PRAYER AROUND 
THE CROSS
Even from a distance this quiet time of prayer, 

song, scripture and candlelight stirs our 
hearts and draws us together.  We pray for 

those friends and loved ones whom we know are 
especially in need right now.  We pray for ourselves.  
We pray for our ministries in our blessed Lord. 

Even though we are apart, we are confident that it 
is our Lord’s Spirit that binds us together.  Let’s join 
together on this evening to center our hearts around 
our loving Lord and his presence with us. A link to 
the video of the service will be emailed to you.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow Me. M A T T H E W  1 6 : 2 4 - 2 6
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S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  W I T H  P O P

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFO
We don’t want anyone to miss our communications to you. Have you changed an email 
or a phone number?  Let us know contacting MJ at mj@poplargo.org or 727-585-9969. 

D E C E M B E R  M E E T I N G 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
+ Officers:  President Susan Cherwien, Vice 

President Kim Adams, Secretary Roxanne Moses, 
Treasurer Randy Holm

+ Learned the check from 60th Anniversary Fund 
for Habitat was delivered by pastors

+ Discussed appointment of Council liaison for 
Preschool Board

S A T  J A N  1 6 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT

+ Learned of distributions of 2019 Endowment 
funds to the Florida-Bahamas Synod and Feeding 
Tampa Bay

+ Heard reports from Commissions on plans for the 
first of the year

+ Received update regarding Paycheck Protection 
Program loan forgiveness

Congregation Council and Commissions 
are meeting on Saturday January 16.  Each 
year we gather for much learning and 

conversation, dreaming and planning for the coming 
year.  Commissions are taking the lead with our 
Vision 2020+ goals and objectives, and the retreat 

in January gives them a forum to take a longer look 
at where we are and how we want to move ahead.  
Not a part of the leadership groups at this point?  
We ask that you pray for your leaders that the Holy 
Spirit will continue to inspire and guide them in our 
work in Christ Jesus here at PoP.  

S U N  J A N  1 0  /  A F T E R  8 : 4 5 A M  W O R S H I P 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS  

On Sunday, January 10 we will have our first 
Inquirers’ Class of 2021.  If you would like to 
learn more of the Lutheran tradition of the 

faith or more about our ministries here at Prince of 
Peace, join us.

We will be meeting in the Parish Hall between 
worship times on Sunday mornings.  We will be well 
spread out with plenty of fresh air, meeting much as 
other groups do now.  If you would rather join us by 
Zoom, please let Pastor Adam know by calling the 
Church Office.  

The class begins on Sunday, January 10 immediately 
following our 8:45 worship.  See you then!
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Z O O M  C L A S S  /  M A N A G I N G  O U R  R E S O U R C E S 
A FAIR BALANCE 
Join us for a small group class over Zoom looking at Managing our 
Resources in a New Year. The curriculum is through Ramsey+ where you 
will learn financial tools, content, and resources to help you reach your 
goals. This curriculum was offered to the church at a significant discount 
and is of no cost to you. Kim Adams will be teaching the adult congregation 
zoom class and Pr. Adam will be teaching the PoP Preschool Family class. 
For information or to sign-up, email Kristen Theile at kristen@poplargo.org.

Z O O M  C L A S S  /  F R I  J A N  8  A T  1 0 A M 
2ND FRIDAY ZOOM SUPPORT
We’ll encourage, laugh and talk with one another as we journey into 
2021. Join Pr. Ann and Jane monthly on Zoom the second Friday at 10am-
11:30am. Come be church together as we navigate our way through the 
months ahead. Please email MJ and/or Jane to sign up for the small group.

5 0  F O O D  B A S K E T S  D O N A T E D  T O  F A M I L I E S 

CHRISTMAS FOOD 
BASKET IMPACT 

We give thanks to our generous congregation 
who donated food for families. With your help 
and a wonderful team of disciples we made 

nearly 50 baskets- glory to God! In a year that many have 
faced enormous challenges and fear we are grateful that 
we were able to provide a basket of food as a reminder 
of hope and love. May we continue to share God’s hope, 
peace, joy, and love with our neighbors. 

GRATEFUL for POP’s generosity 
and faithful servants who helped 
families enjoy meals with love 
and hope!
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CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children and Youth Sunday School are continuing on Zoom at this time. All 
students and teachers gather in the same “room” on Zoom and then are 
split up by age group for our learning time into break out rooms. Parents and 
teachers will receive a link by email. Please contact Pastor Adam if you have 
not received a link. 

YOUTH ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Throughout the fall our confirmation students have had the option to meet on 
Zoom or in person each week. Confirmation classes are taking a break and will 
resume on January 13. Every other week our high school youth gather for Bible 
Study and youth group at 6:15pm.

POP YOUNG ADULTS  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Our young adults have gathered to serve, have 
had fellowship at an outdoor Advent white 
elephant gathering, and had a time of prayer 

and devotion at the park. At the park we talked about 
the fears Mary had experienced, our own fears, and 
how the birth of Jesus reminds us of hope and joy 
even in the midst of our fears. We give thanks for 
congregation members, who have used their gifts, to 
make delicious meals for our group at events.  Please 
let Pastor Adam, Kristen, or Angie Pryor (angiepryor@
rocketmail.com) know if you or a young adult in your 
life would like to know more about upcoming events.    

THANK YOU to our young 
adults who gathered to cook 
Thanksgiving meals for POP 
members who are not able to 
be out around family this year.
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(MOVED TO 2022)
ASTRALIS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 

Music for flute, trumpet,  
and harp

FEBRUARY 21,  2021 /  3PM 

THREE ORGAN SPECTACULAR!
Music for choir, handbells,  

and three organs

MARCH 28, 2021 /  3PM 

RING SARASOTA
Florida’s premier handbell  

ensemble

E L C A  D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F  F U N D 

FIRST FRUITS
In November PoP sent a $500 donation from the First Fruits 
Funds to go the ELCA Disaster Relief fund to help those in 
Central America impacted by the hurricanes this year. We’re 
grateful for the disaster relief and ministry that happens through 
this fund.

H E L P I N G  L A R G O  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S 

MENTORS NEEDED
We continue to look for members in our congregation who 
would like to mentor a student in the Pinellas County School 
system. Largo Middle School has expressed an urgent need to 
find a mentor for one of their students. This would involve only a 
commitment of half an hour each week. Pinellas County is doing 
all their mentoring virtually, so you would need to have access to 
a computer or tablet. This is a very rewarding experience, and you 
can make a big impact in a child’s life. You would not be expected 
to be a tutor, but rather someone the student can talk to and get 
support from.  If you would like to mentor, or have questions about 
mentoring, please contact Frank Beekman at (727) 319-3217.

ART FOR FAITH’S SAKE UPDATE
We have decided to postpone the January concert featuring the Astralis 
Chamber Ensemble. This unique ensemble is enthusiastic about performing 
at Prince of Peace in 2022. Stay tuned for more details concerning the  
February and March concerts. Thank you for your understanding!
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PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

WEB  poplargo.org  I   FACEBOOK  @POPLargo  I   ON YOUTUBE 

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:30am-2:30pm  I   727.585.9969  I   info@poplargo.org 

PRESCHOOL   I  727.585.9790  I   preschool@poplargo.org

PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

Sally Barr 
Faye Belskey 
Allison Bozinski  
James Buckner 
Andrew Buff 
Alice Burak 
Trish Burke 
Noah Byrne 
Bobby Cook 
Jacqueline Dersom  
Ryan Divis 
Pauline Ellis 
William Ellis 
Clara Estenson 

Lida Fehl 
Debra Freedman  
Vivian Fruehling  
James George 
James Helland 
Donna Herter 
Allen Koths 
Pamela Landeen  
Mary Larsen 
Thomas Loesch  
Grace Lounsberry  
John Lounsberry  
Penny Lounsberry  
Mike Malcom 

Celia Morse 
Roxanne Moses  
Kevin Murphy 
Patricia Muth 
Sandy Pardue
Percy Peltzer 
Patricia Pierce 
Jaxson Potts 
Carolyn Reslink 
Gene Reynolds 
Karen Reynolds 
Linda Rowe 
Mary Jean Scholl 
Kristin Schulze-Thatcher 

Delaney Streicher 
Scott Temple 
Hilda Torchia 
Jayme Watson 
Samuel Watson 
Barbara Weake 
Patricia Wells 
Curtis Wold 
John Wuertz 
Sabrina Zitzelberger  
Kent Zoller 

JANUARY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES


