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“How long, O Lord?”  We hear these words throughout the psalms and 
in the prophets as well.  When the people are frustrated at not hearing 
from the LORD; in times when they believe the LORD is angry or has 
abandoned them. The question arises when it appears the “wicked 
exult” over them or the LORD has forgotten them. “How long?!”

We may feel like asking the same question, as we deal with the effects 
of having the routines of our lives kidnapped by a disease that entered 
so rapidly among us. We want it to be over. We want a cure, a clear way 
to avoid it, so children, youth and young adults can return to school 
without a worry;  jobs can resume;  bills can be paid;  we can visit loved 
ones. And maybe, just maybe, we can give a friend a hug and not be 
fearful about it.
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HOLY COMMUNION  
from front cover... 

Friends, we have not been worshipping in person 
since March, so that we may do our best to avoid 
infection among us.  At your Congregation Council 
meeting this month, we discussed the issue as 
we do whenever we are together and at times in 
between.  While we all want to be back together 
in our sanctuary as soon as possible, the group 
decided to wait a little longer.  A wise Council 
member pointed out how it may be prudent for us 
to wait for schools to re-open and see how with all 
their preparations they are able to avoid spreading 
the virus in that environment.  So, we will give it 
another month.
 
DRIVE UP COMMUNION / BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 6 / 1-1:30PM
In the meantime please scan this newsletter to 
see that ministries in Christ continue here at PoP.  

Also we are announcing that beginning Sunday, 
September 6, we will celebrate Holy Communion in 
a unique way.  During our recording of worship, we 
will pray prayers of consecration for the elements.  
Then between 1pm and 1:30pm the pastors will be 
in the rear parking lot beside the entrance into the 
Prayer Garden.  We invite you to drive to the church.  
As you drive by the Garden, you may stop and 
remain in your vehicle, where the pastors will bring 
to you bread from the altar. 
 
We thank God for our weekly worship together and 
for the resources our Lord provides to carry out 
ministries in Christ in every season. God grant us 
patience and creativity to continue in that blessed 
work now and in months to come.   
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A T  P O P L A R G O . O R G  &  Y O U T U B E

POP ONLINE 
ONLINE WORSHIP Join us for Sunday Worship online at 11am 
on our website. You will receive links to services by email to 
watch on YouTube. If you have not been receiving these emails, 
please send your email address to MJ at MJ@poplargo.org.

TAKE TEN SERIES During our recent Wednesday Take Ten 
series, we have been walking through our order of worship 
discussing how, when and why it has come together the way 
that it has.  Skimming the Surface of Worship. We’ll wrap up 
this conversation in September and look forward to beginning 
another one soon.

Beginning Sunday, September 6, we will celebrate 
Holy Communion between 1 & 1:30pm with the pastors 
in the rear parking lot. To participate, drive up and 
receive communion from your vehicle.



Creating quilts for Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR), an ongoing ministry at PoP, is a 
reality even amid a pandemic! Since 
February, we have completed 89 quilts. 

We donated three to the Cottners, our Habitat for 
Humanity family. Though we cannot meet monthly 
in the Parish Hall to tie quilts, that has not stopped 
the women who participate in this ministry. Our 
quilt top seamstresses continue to stitch together 
beautiful tops at home, both here in Florida and in 
Tennessee! Fabric and materials are dropped off 
on porches and in the Parish Hall quilting closet to 
provide supplies or finished goods, as we travel with 
masked faces and social distancing. Quilts ready to 
tie appear in the quilting closet unfinished one day, 
are taken to someone’s home, tied, and returned 
completed and ready for shipment in the future to 
someone in need! However, our fabric and sheet 
inventories are dwindling.
 
Here are some ideas to help stock our supplies. Do 
some closet cleaning or check with a friend or
neighbor who is downsizing or relocating. Be safe 
about it. You know the rules. Heavy fabrics, fancy
materials, or double knits do not work for quilts, but 
any kind of cotton or blends will. Funds to
purchase quilt backing are always welcome. Call 
Linda Greilick at 727-595-9623 if you’ve located 
cloth or sheets for us to piece together quilts or 
need some guidance. 

Remember that these quilts provide comfort 
to so many across the globe who are in need. 
Recently, one casualty of the August 4 explosion 
in Beirut, was that three 40-foot Lutheran World 
Relief shipping containers holding over 22,000 
quilts were destroyed. These quilts had been 
sewn by members of Lutheran congregations all 
over the US and were bound for refugees in Syria 
and the Palestinian territories. We have no idea 
whether any of our quilts were among them. This 
enormous loss emphasizes that our efforts are 
vital. We look forward to the time when we can all 
be back together tying and enjoying the wonderful 
fellowship that all of us miss! Thanks to all who have 
continued stitching, transporting, and sewing – busy 
hands are happy hands.
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8 9  Q U I L T S  C O M P L E T E D  S I N C E  F E B R U A R Y  A N D  T H E  W O R K  C O N T I N U E S

QUILTS  FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

F O C U S I N G  O N  G O D ’ S  G R A C E  &  G E N E R O S I T Y 

STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 
Like many things in this year of the virus, our 

stewardship emphasis for the fall will look 
different. Throughout the year we look to 

the Lord in thanksgiving for all that we receive 
from the hand of our loving Lord. In the fall we 
often ponder God’s grace and generosity and our 
responses more intentionally. We look forward 
to the end of the month to begin our time of 
celebrating the One who inspires all our giving.  
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R E S T O C K I N G  T H E  R C S  F O O D B A N K 
 

FOOD FOR  
OUR COMMUNITY

We have been doing it for year, but since 
March we have had much more to give.  
First Sunday of the month is our day to bring 

food for the Religious Community Services food bank.  

But now we are doing it the first WEEK of the month.  
Since the virus has compelled us to worship at a 
distance, we have been bringing our food to the 
Church Office during the week.  

During the week following September 6 [September 
8-11] just drop by the Church Office and leave your 
food offerings in the basket.  There are still devotion 
booklets there for you to take home with you. Thanks 
be to God for this opportunity to serve!

POP MAKING A DIFFERENCE!   
We’re amazed and grateful for your love and care of our community through our hunger ministries. 
Following are hunger ministry initiatives upcoming for September for you to get involved!

F O O D  F O R  S T U D E N T S  I N  N E E D 
 

PACK A SACK FOR 
STUDENTS 

As this new school year begins slowly, look 
for more details on our Pack A Sack ministry 
needs. The types of food we collect are all 

individual sized items: cereal, fruit & applesauce 
cups, granola/breakfast bars, pudding cups, raisins, 
peanut butter cups, peanut butter crackers, capri 
sun/drinks. More information coming soon!



O R I E N T A T I O N  S E P T  2  /  6 - 8 P M  O N  Z O O M

CONFIRMATION 
What does it mean that I am baptized? That I am a follower of Jesus 
Christ? That is the question at the heart of our Confirmation ministry and 
guides our learning. Confirmation orientation for students in grades 6-8 is 
scheduled for Zoom on September 2 at 6pm. Students, parents, mentors, 
and teachers will gather to look at the year ahead. A link for the meeting 
will be sent out by email. If you have any questions about confirmation, 
please contact Pastor Adam. 

B E G I N S  S E P T  6  O N  Z O O M

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Children and Youth Sunday School begins September 6. To begin the fall, 
classes will meet online using Zoom. All students and teachers will gather 
in the same “room” on Zoom and then be split up by age group for our 
learning time into break out rooms. Parents and teachers will receive a link 
by email. Please contact Pastor Adam if you have not received a link. 

5

Normally when we see these words together, 
we think of loved ones who have died and 
the grief that we experience.  But losses 

accumulate for us in many unexpected ways, and 
we find ourselves flooded with grief we never would 
have anticipated.

A job loss, even if it is just temporary, brings with it 
grief.  A child moving out of town.  Your own move 
from a place you have lived for years.  A virus that 
restricts your movements, even to the point of not 
allowing you to see friends, come to worship, or 
just go to a movie.  All losses, and they all add to a 
burden of grief that we bear.

Next month we will begin a gathering time for all 
who would like to discuss how we are navigating 
these difficult times.  It may be the virus alone, or 
perhaps other losses have contributed to the grief 
you have been experiencing.  We will gather by 
Zoom in a virtual coming together that gives us 
a chance to be heard and to hear from and see 
friends we have missed since March.  

Our plan is to meet on Fridays—September 11, 
October 9 and November 13. Each Zoom meeting 
will take place at 10 AM   Please contact the Church 
Office to let us know of your desire to join us.  If 
a large group signs up, we will break into smaller 
groups.  You will receive a link to join us on Zoom 
prior to the day of the meeting.  Parish Nurse Jane 
and Pastor Ann will facilitate these meetings.  

F R I  S E P T  1 1  /  1 0 A M  A T  P O P 

LOSS IN THE TIME OF COVID-19
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D  &  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T   UPCOMING FROM AFFS
Dear Friends of the Arts, 
We are in the process of considering what the COVID-19 pandemic 
means for the Art for Faith’s Sake concert series here at Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church. Among the factors we are weighing are 
artists’ travel, social distancing protocols, and other safety measures. 
Our planning will be mindful of recommendations or mandates given 
by state and national leaders concerning various types of gatherings 
as well as any guidance suggested by Prince of Peace church 
leadership regarding the use of church spaces. 
While we continue to monitor the pandemic, we continue planning for 
the future when we will once again gather for concerts that enrich the 
lives of all ages spiritually, culturally, and educationally through art. 
We know that these concerts are only possible thanks to all of you 
faithful supporters. We are grateful for your ongoing support of the 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Art for Faith’s Sake series. 
With thanks and sincerity,  
Shawn Thomas
Parish Musician, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Artistic Director, Art for Faith’s Sake

JANUARY 31,  2021 /  3PM 

ASTRALIS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
Music for flute, trumpet,  

and harp

FEBRUARY 21,  2021 /  3PM 

THREE ORGAN SPECTACULAR!
Music for choir, handbells,  

and three organs

MARCH 28, 2021 /  3PM 

RING SARASOTA
Florida’s premier handbell  

ensemble

UPCOMING CONCERTS

We are excited to 
welcome members of 
our handbell choir back 

for rehearsals. We are working in 
quartets on Monday and Tuesday 

nights, socially distanced, in 
preparation to play for worship 
in the coming weeks. It won’t be 
long before you hear our beloved 
“Bells Angels”  

WELCOME BACK 
HANDBELL CHOIR 
MEMBERS!
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Let’s “gather” in this virtual way for 
prayerful song and words to inspire us 
during these days.

W E D  S E P T  2 3  O N L I N E 

EVENING PRAYER 
IN SEPTEMBER

Each month we have taken time to turn aside 
during our Prayer Around the Cross.  Even 
though we are not together in person, we 

“gather” in our time apart to hear the passages, 
sing the songs and join our voices in prayers.  On 
Wednesday September 23 we will come together 
again virtually for Evening Prayer using the Holden 
setting.  This setting comes to our minds easily since 
we use it on Wednesdays during Lent.  We will sing 
and experience God’s word together.  

T H U R S  S E P T  2 4  /  7 P M  O N  Z O O M 

BOOKED FOR DESSERT
Our book for September is Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan.  
If you haven’t read the book - no problem! Please contact Susan 
Cherwien at 856-305-2101 or susanc36t@gmail.com for the Zoom 
link!

 

L E D  B Y  T O M  O L S O N  O N  Z O O M 

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY 

Meetings schedule: September 7 & 21, October 5 & 19, November 
2, 16, & 30, and December 14 & 28.

PoP is hosting an online Bible study via Zoom to study Paul’s letter 
to the fledgling Colossian church. We are meeting twice monthly, 
The next session is at 2:30 pm. If interested, please call the church 
office or Tom Olson at 727-518-8370 to sign up. The Sunday 
before, you will receive an email with details of the meeting and a 
link to the Zoom website.



8

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

PERMIT #4011

455 MISSOURI AVENUE / LARGO FL 33770 / poplargo.org

PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

WEB  poplargo.org  I   FACEBOOK  @POPLargo  I   ON YOUTUBE 

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:30am-2:30pm  I   727.585.9969  I   info@poplargo.org 

PRESCHOOL   I  727.585.9790  I   preschool@poplargo.org

PRINCE of PEACE 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

Renae Barth
Lisa Beck
Michael Belskey
Rev. Adam Buff
Cara Carmody
Carson Carmody
Dillan Crevier
Amelia Dahlvik
Anthony Davis
Marion Dinsmore
Charlie Divis
AJ Elmore Jr
Austin Elmore

Cooper Elmore
Ruth Fleisher
Scott Grassick
Barry Herter
Megan Holland
Doris Jensen
Janice Kish
Donald Kreis
Barbara Krueger
June Lankenau
Melony Leidy
Rene Lowry
Adele Luxa

Sue Mendenhall
Roger Murray
Christine Pettibone
Sam Phillips
Gary Pikka
Spencer Rumbaugh
Elizabeth Schlotterbeck
Nils Sheppard
Chloe Tyner
Yvonne Wahl
Geraldine Watts
Karen Webb
Linda Zachow

SEPTEMBER BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES


