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In the past month as we passed into the second half of 2020, our 
prayer list has simply increased.  

• To be sure we pray for loved ones who are facing illness and 
disease, dear ones who seem so far away because of the virus, 
even though they may live nearby.   

• We lift up our friends deep in grief and struggling to “see the 
light.”  We pray for those who are facing complications in life 
brought on by the virus—jobs on hold, bills mounting, uncertainty 
over previously well-laid plans. 
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PRAYERS  
from front cover... 

 • We pray wisdom for our public officials crafting 
policy;  school board leaders seeking a way 
to educate in this environment;  teachers now 
having to plan for multiple approaches in the 
classroom, if they now have a classroom at 
all;  first responders and front line health care 
friends who are literally exposed on a daily 
basis.

And in the midst of this time, we are the Church.  
Someone recently asked me if our church was still 
closed.  I smiled, promised I wasn’t a wise guy [at 
least not altogether] and responded, “the Church 
never closes.”  Whether we gather in rooms or in 
cyberspace, our Lord’s Church is always open, being 
reformed, on the way.

Whether we worship at a distance, as we are 
continuing to do at this time, or are blessed to be 
able literally to look into one another’s eyes to 
capture a blessed glimpse of our Lord, we are still 
the Church.  We are sent out to serve our Lord 
where we are and with all that the Lord has given 
and continues to give us.  

With the power of the Spirit, we bear into all of the 
causes of prayer listed above the faith, hope and 
love that we have so generously received through 
the crucified and risen Christ.  It is our calling.  It is 
our joyful privilege.  

We may not yet be able to gather as we so desire, 
but that does not prevent us from being the Church.    

2

A T  P O P L A R G O . O R G  &  Y O U T U B E

SUNDAY ONLINE 
WORSHIP 
Join us for Sunday Worship online at 11am on 
our website. You will receive links to services by 
email to watch on YouTube. If you have not been 
receiving these emails, please send your email 
address to MJ at MJ@poplargo.org.

WATCH ON YOUTUBE & ROKU
For those of you on Roku, simply add “YouTube” as 
a channel to your list of Roku channels. (NOTE: be 
sure you are adding “YouTube” which is free and 
not “YouTubeTV” which is a paid service.)

With the power of the Spirit, we bear into all of the 
causes of prayer listed above the faith, hope and  
love that we have so generously received through  
the crucified and risen Christ. 



It’s Health and Safety Fair time!  Once again, POP 
will provide much needed school supplies to 
families in our community.  We all look forward to 
making a difference through this serving opportunity 
each year.  Many of us know how the Fair works 
because we may have participated in the past.  But, 
as we are all keenly aware, there is nothing “usual” 
about this year.

While our mission remains the same, the way we 
execute it will be quite different.  This year families 
will drive through our parking lot and make one stop 
to receive school supplies and helpful information 
from our loyal service providers.  We will not provide 
physicals or haircuts. We carefully considered many 
options and decided this was the best way to keep 
our volunteers and the families we serve safe.

Social distancing guidelines will affect the way we 
serve and how many volunteers can help at the 
same time.  While we are still ironing out the details, 
it is clear that our new way will require fewer hands-
on volunteers. 

With so many virus-related restrictions, you may 
think your services are not needed this year.  Not 
true!  Our goal is to provide 500 bags of school 

supplies, and WE NEED YOUR HELP.   We will be 
posting the event on Facebook and ask that you 
help by sharing the post and telling all your friends.  
Our “usual” avenues for communicating with families 
via schools will not work this year.  We are counting 
on YOU to spread the word!

And last but most certainly not least, we ask for your 
prayers.  We pray that we may serve the Lord in 
serving our neighbors on August 8 in this new way. 
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A U G  8  /  9 A M  T H R U  1 1 A M

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR 2020

F O R  T H E  P O P  F A M I LY 

FROM PR. JOE 
Recent weeks have been very difficult for our 
family, a journey similar for many of us at Prince 
of Peace.  We continue to walk daily and seek to 
adjust to our new normal.  Through it all the Spirit 
has led you all to be bearers of our Lord’s grace 
for us.  We are sincerely grateful for your cards, 
notes, and other expressions of concern for us.  
While God gives us a clear vision of what it means 
to walk together as a people in Christ Jesus at so 
many different points in life’s journey, it is at these 
intersections that we experience more fully how our 
Lord fulfills his promise to “be with you always.”  I 
thank God for you.
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VBS looked a little different in 2020, but it was a 
wonderful chance for families to spend time
together with God’s word. Five weeks, brought five 
stories, five crafts, and a variety of other
activities. Check out the VBS webpage on poplargo.
org under the youth and family tab to see Bible

story videos from some of our youth and families. A 
special thanks to the Behrendts, Mendenhalls,
Carmodys, and our confirmation class for the 
wonderful videos.

C E L E B R A T I N G  V B S  A T  P O P 

VBS AT HOME!



W E D N E S D A Y S  O N L I N E  C O N T I N U E

TAKE TEN SERIES 
We are still skimming.  In this approximately 10 
minute weekly time together, we are looking at each 
movement in our worship experience.  We have 
explored how we prepare for worship, our prayers 
of confession, entrance music and prayers of the 
day -- Gathering and Word, as we see in our worship 
bulletins.   Each week is another opportunity to 
discover how our approach to worship evolved and 
why we do what we do.

Wednesday is the day for Take Ten.  In the month 
ahead we will be traversing through Meal and 
Sending.  Take time to Take Ten as we learn and 
grow together.
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Each year Clothes To Kids provides 80,000 pairs 
of underwear to kids in our communities. Can 
you help collect new, unopened packages? 

They are also collecting new pairs of socks. This 
year there are two ways to give new underwear and 
socks or clothes:

You may purchase items and drop them off at the 
Church Office the week of August 3-7. You can 
purchase items online off the Clothes To Kids 
Amazon wish list, and they will be delivered directly 
to Clothes To Kids. 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda 
Zachow at 612-418-2001. Thank You for Your Help! 

CLOTHES TO KIDS WISHLIST 
You can find the Clothes to Kids Wishlist and more 
information about Clothes to Kids by visiting 
www.clothestokids.org/dyd.

C L O T H E S  D R O P  O F F  A U G  3 - 7

CLOTHES FOR THOSE IN NEED

Watch previous installments on the 
Prince of Peace YouTube Channel and 
be sure to subscribe to our channel!
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL & WEDNESDAYS 

The PoP Men’s Fellowship will not meet again un-
til September 19th (COVID 19 gone and the Good 
Lord willing). We normally do not meet in July and 
August. Stay safe and offer prayers for all who 
suffer.

M E E T I N G  P L A N N E D  F O R  S E P T  1 9

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

With the uncertainty surrounding the start 
of the school year as well as our ability to 
gather in person, we have decided to wait 

a little longer than usual to resume Sunday School 
and Wednesday Together learning. Conversations 
are taking place now to determine which learning 

opportunities will be able to resume in person and 
which opportunities will continue online. Please 
keep checking the congregational emails as well as 
the September Newsletter. Take Ten will continue to 
be sent out on Wednesday evenings.



L A T E S T  F R O M  P O P  P R E S C H O O L  

POP SCHOOL OPENS!

The summer program for our PoP Preschool 
began on June 1.  While the number of 
children enrolled is slightly down at this point, 

the Preschool is serving a very grateful group of 
families with working mom’s and dad’s who need 
a caring and stimulating environment for their 
children.  

Enrollment for the fall has begun.  If you know 
someone with children 2-4 who is looking for a 
Preschool, please encourage them to contact 
Director Keri Lucas to set a time for a tour and 
conversation about our Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten 
program and our experienced staff for all ages.  
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W E D  A U G  1 9 

PRAYER AROUND 
THE CROSS
Even from a distance this quiet time of prayer, 
song, scripture and candlelight stirs our hearts and 
draws us together.  We pray for those friends and 
loved ones whom we know are especially in need 
right now.  We pray for ourselves.  We pray for our 
ministries in our blessed Lord. 

We gathered around the cross last month, even 
though we are apart, confident that it is our Lord’s 
Spirit that binds us together.  Let’s join together on 
this evening to center our hearts around our loving 
Lord and his presence with us.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow Me. M A T T H E W  1 6 : 2 4 - 2 6

BEING TOGETHER

We are hearing that some of you have a 
“covid friend”—someone with whom you 
gather for a bite to eat or a little con-

versation.  You even get together on a lanai  or a 
front porch where there is a breeze.  What a great 
idea!  Have you considered coming together in 
this way for worship?  We know well, especially in 

its absence, how powerfully meaningful it is for us 
to worship in person and sorely miss that weekly 
experience.  So what about gathering with a “covid 
friend”—one whom you trust—for worship time?  
There is no doubt, even though we are having to be 
cautious and creative to be together, our Lord bless-
es us and keeps us.
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