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All of us have friends, locally and many states away, whose 
congregations have begun or are about to begin worship together.  
I have also heard of one congregation who has already announced 
they are not going to worship together again until Easter, 2021.  Such 
differences of opinions and actions only demonstrate how far apart 
this virus can push us.  

The PoP staff and Congregation Council have been observing our 
area’s trends and studying how we may safely return to worship here.  
Since March we have worked to encourage a faithful, reflective time 
of worship, which keeps our focus on the Lord without distraction,                                                                                                           
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even though we must be apart.  Thanks to Erik 
Mathre and other friends we have been able 
to produce and send out a version of worship 
“together” on Sunday mornings.  

After much study the staff met with the Council 
Executive Committee and Worship Commission to 
consider many issues.  We discussed music, seating, 
masks and much more. This group brought to the 
Council a proposal that we look to July 12 to begin 
worshipping together again.  While the Council 
endorsed this proposal, they also left open the 
option of pushing back that date, in the event there 
were changes in our area.  

 

Instead, we will continue at this time recording 
worship and sending it to you as we have been 
over past weeks.  When we decide that it is safe 
to return to the sanctuary, we will do so.  We will 
give you plenty of notices via email, regular mail, 
and announcements during Sunday’s worship and 
Wednesday’s Take Ten. 

For those who are anxious to return, we understand.  
We are, too!  Our hearts long to be together, see 
one another, catch up face-to-face, and experience 
the light of our Lord in the eyes of sisters and 
brothers.  For now we pray for patience—a gift of 
the Spirit.  And we trust in the words of the prophet, 
“Say to those who are of a fearful heart, `Be strong, 
do not fear!  Here is your God.’” 
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A T  P O P L A R G O . O R G  &  Y O U T U B E

SUNDAY ONLINE 
WORSHIP 
Join us for Sunday Worship online at 11am on 
our website. You will receive links to services by 
email to watch on YouTube. If you have not been 
receiving these emails, please send your email 
address to MJ at MJ@poplargo.org.

WATCH ON YOUTUBE & ROKU
For those of you on Roku, simply add “YouTube” as 
a channel to your list of Roku channels. (NOTE: be 
sure you are adding “YouTube” which is free and 
not “YouTubeTV” which is a paid service.)

In light of the recent spike in Covid 19 cases in our 
county and region, we will continue to worship at 
a distance for now. Thus, at this time we will NOT 
worship together in our sanctuary on July 12.  



What blessings!  We have exceeded the 
total funds given for our 60th Anniversary 
Celebration.  Thanks be to God for gifts 

from members and non members who have been so 
generous in this effort. $60,723

While we have not been able to come together for 
a time of anniversary worship and celebration, we 
have received these anniversary gifts.  We have 
carried out significant maintenance work on our 
organ.  It is nearly a 75 year old instrument that has 
supported our worship for 17 years.  

We have purchased new chairs for our Parish Hall 
and are looking for new tables. 

And finally, as a way of celebrating out 60th 
anniversary, we gave $20,000 to Habitat for 
Humanity to support the Cottner family who were 
contstructing their new home.  As you saw last 
month they are now moved in.  We will 

be sending all monies remaining after the purchase 
of tables to Habitat to support another family.  We 
will let you know about that gift when we have the 
final balance.  

God has indeed blessed us to be a blessing!
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P O P  H A S  E X C E E D E D  I T S  G O A L ! 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

C E L E B R A T I N G  Y O U R  G E N E R O U S  S P I R I T 

THANKS BE  
TO GOD! 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving tithes 
and offerings during our days apart from 
worship together.  While we like to “present” 

our gifts [even if we do so with a card saying we 
give online], in these days of the virus, we are 
unable to bring them to the Lord as we normally do.  
We are blessed to make our offerings to God even 
in these days, so that we may continue to carry out 
ministries in new ways.   
 

Thanks be to God for a spirit  
of grace and generosity in  
all seasons!
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S H A R I N G  L O V E  &  H O P E !  

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH SERVING FOR VBS!
Thanks be to God for our middle and high school 
youth who are telling our VBS stories through video. 
Thank you to Ashley and Emily Behrendt, Livia Pryor, 
Sophie Aust, Alex Leonard, James Helland, and 
Brian, Ricky, and Mackenzie Mendenhall. 

VBS kicked off the last week of June and families 
have been gathering together to share in activities 
centered around stories from scripture. Over the 
course of the summer VBS will spend a week on 
five different stories. Even if you don’t have young 
children at home, please read along with us! 

WEEK OF JUNE 22: God Rescues Noah: Genesis 6-9
WEEK OF JUNE 29: God Gives the Commandments: 
Exodus 19-20
WEEK OF JULY 6: Jesus Calls His Disciples: Matthew 
4:18-22; 9:9-13
WEEK OF JULY 13: Jesus Heals Ten Lepers: Luke 17:11-19
WEEK OF JULY 20: Jesus Visits His Disciples: John 21:1-14

Keep an eye out in the weekly congregational 
emails for updates from families about VBS at home.

J U N E  &  J U LY  

POP VBS!



W E D N E S D A Y S  O N L I N E  C O N T I N U E

TAKE TEN SERIES 
Did you know why we have music before and after 
worship—a prelude and postlude?  How do we 
actually “prepare” for worship?  

Over the summer we are continuing our Take Ten 
on Wednesday as we explore worship.  Sure, we 
are just “skimming the surface.”  Even so it is a 
convenient opportunity to learn a little more about 
why do we do things the way we do.  We are 
covering each movement of worship in our brief 
moments together.  Take Ten comes to you via your 
Wednesday email. 
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It’s one of our LARGE events of the year.  Hosting 
such an event for the community takes lots of busy 
hands and dedicated hearts for the needs of those 
near us. 
 
This year because of the novel corona virus around 
us we are tackling a Health and Safety Fair in a novel 
way.  Instead of a Parish Hall full of service providers 
and the church grounds filled with people, we will 
provide back to school supplies for families as they 
drive through our parking lot.  They will also receive 
books to read, brochures from all of those service 
providers and more.  
 
We are looking for ways that families who may need 
a physical or haircut may park, make an appointment 
and wait to be called in for their opportunity.  The 
plans are in the works, and we are looking forward 
to serving in an old but new way!  
 
Tell your friends! More information and serving 
opportunities are coming soon!

S A T  A U G  8  /  D R I V E  T H R U  E D I T I O N 

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR

Watch previous installments on the 
Prince of Peace YouTube Channel and 
be sure to share with friends!
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+ Heard report of Preschool’s opening on June 1
+ Approved First Fruits gift for St. Petersburg Clinic
+ Elected Susan Cherwien Vice President
+ Voted to distribute the balance of 60th Anniversary 

funds to Habitat as soon as we complete purchase 
of tables for Parish Hall

+ Received update on search process for Coordinator 
of Discipleship and Congregational Care

+ Heard updates from Commissions regarding status 
of Vision 2020+ Goals and Objectives

+ Discussed when we may return to worship onsite
+ Received report that insurance company will 

provide partial coverage for damage incurred due 
to lightning strike in May

J U N E  M E E T I N G 
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

L O V I N G  O T H E R S 

  GIFTS OF FOOD

The PoP Men’s Fellowship will not meet again until 
September 19th (COVID 19 gone and the Good Lord 
willing). We normally are shuttered for the months of 
July and August. Stay safe and offer prayers for all 
who suffer.

M E E T I N G  P L A N N E D  F O R  S E P T  1 9

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Thank you to all who picked up a little extra at the 
grocer of your choice for friends in the commu-
nity.  Again, in our monthly receiving of food, we 
saw bags and small boxes fill the entry area of our 
Church Office, as you left groceries in the cart just 
outside the door way.  It may seem to be a small 
thing, but your drive-by drop-offs have proven to be 

a joyful way that we can all participate in feeding 
local friends who are struggling to put food on the 
table.  This month our food gifts went to Religious 
Community Services, our partner for years in serv-
ing a variety of needs in this part of Pinellas County.  
Thanks be to God!



L A T E S T  F R O M  P O P  P R E S C H O O L  

POP SCHOOL OPENS!

The summer program for our PoP Preschool 
began on June 1.  While the number of 
children enrolled is slightly down at this point, 

the Preschool is serving a very grateful group of 
families with working mom’s and dad’s who need 
a caring and stimulating environment for their 
children.  

Enrollment for the fall has begun.  If you know 
someone with children 2-4 who is looking for a 
Preschool, please encourage them to contact 
Director Keri Lucas to set a time for a tour and 
conversation about our voluntary pre-kindergarten 
program and our experienced staff for all ages.  
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W E D  J U LY  2 2  V I R T U A L 

PRAYER AROUND 
THE CROSS
Even from a distance this quiet time of prayer, 
song, scripture and candlelight stirs our hearts and 
draws us together.  We pray for those friends and 
loved ones whom we know are especially in need 
right now.  We pray for ourselves.  We pray for our 
ministries in our blessed Lord. 

We gathered around the cross last month, even 
though we are apart, confident that it is our Lord’s 
Spirit that binds us together.  Let’s join together on 
this evening to center our hearts around our loving 
Lord and his presence with us.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow Me. M A T T H E W  1 6 : 2 4 - 2 6

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  W H O  H A V E  S E R V E D 

NURTURING CHILDREN & YOUTH 
As we close out one school year and begin to look towards another, it is a fitting time to pause and give 
thanks for those leaders in the congregation who have helped to nurture our children and youth over the 
past year. Mentors, Sunday School teachers, and youth leaders have all helped to support our younger 
brothers and sisters in Christ as they have learned and grown in faith. During May and June these leaders 
gathered Sunday afternoons on Zoom for a time to nourish and strengthen their own faith. They studied 
together the passages that we are using for VBS this summer.
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