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It was the plan.  We would raise $60,000 for our 60th anniversary.  
Some would provide much needed maintenance on our organ, which 
is now complete!  Some would get chairs and tables for the Pariah 
Hall [chairs are here, tables on the way].  And the rest…to help a 
family have a home!

Even though we are still $1300 short of our goal, the Council 
approved moving ahead, which proved a real blessing for our Habitat 
family.  When the virus reared its head, it shut down all volunteer 
work on the house.  Habitat had to complete the work with
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HABITAT HOUSE  
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contractors which meant an additional $14,326 
had to be drawn from their reserves that was not 
anticipated.  Because of our 60th anniversary 
celebration, we were blessed to step in with a check 
for $15,000 to cover that additional expense.

In addition, thanks to our busy and talented quilting 
team, we were able to present to each member of 
the family a quilt specially designed for each one. 
When Carol Murphy presented them, beautiful 
colors spilled out of the bag as she handed quilts to 
Kelly and daughter, Angelina.  Bradley received just 
what he wanted, too—a quilt designed with planets, 
dinosaurs and pizza.  Also presented at this time 
was an additional gift from a PoP friend which was 
to provide a bed for Kelly!  What blessings!

When the rest of the funds come, they too will go to 
Habitat to help another family get started on the way 
to having a home of their own.  Now that’s a way to 
celebrate an anniversary!
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A T  P O P L A R G O . O R G  &  Y O U T U B E

SUNDAY ONLINE 
WORSHIP 
Join us for Sunday Worship Services online at 11am 
on our website. You will receive links to services by 
email to watch on YouTube. If you have not been 
receiving these emails, please send your email 
address to MJ at MJ@poplargo.org.

WATCH ON YOUTUBE & ROKU
For those of you on Roku, simply add “YouTube” as 
a channel to your list of Roku channels. (NOTE: be 
sure you are adding “YouTube” which is free and 
not “YouTubeTV” which is a paid service.)

The Cottner Family: Kelly with daughter, Angelina, and son, Bradley

Pastor Joe and newly made quilts presented from Carol Murphy 



When I interviewed for call here at Prince 
of Peace, I asked what’s important to the 
congregation in its ministry.  At the top of 

the list was worship and music in worship.  It was 
in a time before we recorded worship, so I didn’t 
experience our time together in the sanctuary 
until I arrived here.  Then I knew… worship is taken 
seriously by this congregation.

The virus has changed our approach to worship 
over the past months.  Note, I didn’t say it has 
changed worship.  Gathering in the name of our 
Lord remains central to who and Whose we are here 
at PoP.  We have been forced, however, to worship 
with more distance between us.  

In our time apart, we have come to realize the 
power of being in the same space.  We have 
recognized how the Spirit of the risen Lord binds us 
together, even [especially?] when we must be apart.  
However, it has become clear that for us humans it 
is often easier to see Christ in our sister or brother 
when we can literally see that sister or brother, 
beside us or across the way where they usually sit.  
Worship is a precious time.

We do not know yet when we will worship again 
together.  Even as we moved apart gradually, we 

will move back together gradually.  The staff has 
discussed the issues for hours.  Your Council has 
discussed them at both Commission and Council 
meetings.  

In June the Worship Commission, Executive 
Committee and staff will consider all issues involving 
the virus and our returning to worship.  We will then 
make a recommendation to the Council.  In the 
meantime we will continue to record our worship 
early Sunday mornings and upload them for you as 
soon as possible.  We are extremely grateful to Erik 
Mathre for his expertise in all technical aspects of 
this effort.  We are grateful as well for our worship 
assistants and choir members who have participated 
in ways that visibly remind us that we are indeed a 
“we” as we gather for worship—even at a distance—
and not simply a scattering of “I’s” around the 
county.

Let us continue to pray for one another and for 
all we know who are struggling with health and 
economic issues in these days, as we long for the 
time when we can be physically together in Christ 
our risen Lord.

Pastor Joe
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U P D A T E  O N  I N - P E R S O N  W O R S H I P 

WORSHIP AT PRINCE OF PEACE
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+ Received report that 60th Anniversary 
celebration will take place on All Saints’ Day, 
November 1

+ Approved First Fruits gift of $250 for Kimberly 
House to assist single moms and $250 to 
Lutheran Disaster Response for their Covid-19 
assistance

+ Learned that Preschool will open on June 1 with 
new protocols issued by the Early Learning 
Coalition regarding procedures for maintaining a 
healthy environment  

+ Learned of newly hired Preschool Director who 
will begin July 1

+ Receive report regarding the approval for 
congregation and Preschool for funds from the 
Paycheck Protection Program

+ Discussed issues surrounding future plans to 
begin worship in the sanctuary;  appointed 
task group consisting of Worship Commission, 
Executive Committee and parish musician to 
make recommendations to Council

M A Y  M E E T I N G 
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

W E D  J U N E  3  V I R T U A L 

PRAYER AROUND 
THE CROSS
This quiet time of prayer, song, scripture and 
candlelight has provided a welcome respite apart 
from our busy days over the past year.  While we 
still are not gathering for worship, we can have our 
prayer around the cross virtually, even as we did so 
on Good Friday.

Be looking for this time of gathering around the 
cross on Wednesday, June 3.  Let it be a time of 
quiet for you in your home, away from whatever may 
distract, and allow the prayers, songs and passages 
to stir your heart to center upon our loving Lord and 
his presence with you and with us all.  

J U N E  &  J U LY  /  R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E 

SUMMER VBS
Planning is underway for an at home VBS 

experience starting Sunday June 21st. The five 
VBS lessons will be spread out over a five-

week time period. This will allow families to gather 
around God’s Word to share in crafts, games, and 
songs each week. The VBS team will supply a 
package for each family to take part in VBS from 
their home and send weekly emails guiding VBS 
learning. It is not too late to sign up! Please let 
Pastor Adam know if you would like to participate.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow Me. M A T T H E W  1 6 : 2 4 - 2 6



W E D N E S D A Y S  O N L I N E  C O N T I N U E

TAKE TEN SERIES 

During Easter we have been thinking about 
the season through the lens of our Easter 
hymns.  It’s gives us an opportunity to 

ponder why we sing with words and melodies that 
have come to us in recent years or that we have 
shared with brothers and sisters for centuries.

Starting June 10 Take Ten will take a look at why we 
worship the way we do.  Each week we’ll consider a 
different element of our worship.  Why do we have 
prayer of confession? How do prayers and musical 
settings reflect the season?  What makes a song a 
Hymn of the Day? Are we doing the “same ol’ thing” 
every week?
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For 20 years we have hosted a Health and 
Safety Fair just before school begins.  
Hundreds of children and youth have received 

everything from a physical to a haircut, from 
information about local programs to school supplies, 
books to read and much more.

This year is different. Rather than packing the Hall 
with providers and the campus with people, we are 
planning a way to supply back-to-school needs for 
local friends to receive as they drive through our 
parking lot.  We hope to include information from 
our usual providers in the school supply kits.  We are 
looking at how we can have physicals for those who 
would stop and wait to be called in.  We also hope 
to have books available and maybe even a healthy 
snack.  

The plan is in progress.  If you would like to help 
with carrying this unique 2020 Health and Safety 
Fair, contact Jane Corcoran or one of the pastors. 

S A T  A U G  8 

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR

Watch previous installments on the 
Prince of Peace YouTube Channel and 
be sure to share with friends!



EMILY BEHRENDT
Emily is graduating from Seminole High School.  Some of her favorite parts of 
my high school years were were getting a job at Treasure Island Fun Center, 
spending time with her sister and boyfriend, and getting her license. She will be 
attending St. Petersburg College (SPC) in the fall.  In life and with her education 
she aspires to be like her mentors at church and in the community.  Emily has not 
settled on a major or career path but knows that she would like to help people 
and help to make the world a better place.  She is thankful for everyone that has 
helped her and given her advice.

CARA CARMODY
Cara is graduating from Tarpon Springs High with a Cambridge Certificate and 
Veterinary Assisting Certificate. Cara is excited to attend the University of Central 
Florida in the Fall. She will study Biology as part of a Pre-Veterinary track. She is 
excited to start this new journey in her life and is thankful for her family, friends, 
and church family who have encouraged her along this path and have constantly 
been there supporting her.

CARSON CARMODY
Carson is in the first class to graduate from Dunedin high school’s robotics 
program. He will attend Florida Polytechnic University this fall and study 
computer or mechanical engineering. His goal is to one day work for NAA and 
work on Robots that will visit other worlds and help explore the solar system. 
He would like to thank the members of Prince of Peace for all of the love and 
support that they have given him throughout the years.

COLBY KOBERNA
Colby will be following in his father’s footsteps and has plans to become a 
firefighter. He was scheduled to take the Physical Ability Test on May 13th, the 
first step toward getting into the Fire Academy at St. Petersburg College, but 
the test has been postponed indefinitely because of the Coronavirus. Once he 
is able to take the test then he will be able to start the Fire Academy program to 
become a firefighter. 

CAILEY MATEO
Cailey is a 2020 graduate of Seminole High School.  Her academic hard work 
has earned her membership in the National Technical and English Societies.  
Cailey was also a multi-sport athlete in basketball, flag football and volleyball.  
Her senior year she was awarded Communications Technology Student of 
the Year.  She also received the Keith MacCollum and Joey Ruzecki Memorial 
Scholarships.  Cailey plans to attend SPC in the fall to study Dental Hygiene.

T H E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0 

HONORING OUR GRADUATING SENIORS 
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T H E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS

The Preschool is set to open June 1.  While 
some families may choose to keep their 
children home for a while longer, many 

families plan to bring their little ones for our 
instruction and care.  God has blessed us with a fine 
facility and faithful teachers to welcome the children 
and their parents back.  Already we have heard 
that children can’t wait to see their friends.   We will 
be closely following all guidelines from the Early 
Learning Coalition for schools who are open for 
children. 

In late May the teachers dressed in their Dr. Seuss 
best and greeted children and families in a “drive 
through” graduation for the pre-kindergarten 
classes.  Teachers and children were thankful to 
see one another.  The children received special gift 
packets from the teachers who wished them well as 
they head off to kindergarten.

NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
We have a new Preschool Director—Keri Lucas.  
You may recall that Kelly Mende, who has been 
with us for 4 years, has moved out of the county.  
After a prayerful search, the Search Team for this 
position recommended to the Board Keri Lucas, 
who has been a VPK teacher with us for 3 years.  
Her teaching experience and familiarity with the 
current staff and our ministry here make her a fine 
candidate to lead our Preschool.  We look forward to 
Keri taking on this new role in July. 
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F R O M  S H A W N  T H O M A S 
 

ORGAN UPDATE
Iam happy to report that the maintenance work on 

our pipe organ has been completed! Earlier in May, 
Tom Helms of Helms Pipe Organ Company and our 

own Ron Streicher spent over two weeks, cleaning, 
refurbishing, revoicing, and tuning more than 
2,000 pipes in our Austin organ. When necessary, 
pipes were repaired and resoldered. Following the 
cleaning and repair work, each pipe was revoiced 
to promote an evenness in their speech and an 
improved tone. The organ then underwent a full 
tuning for the first time in over twenty years.

For over 1,000 years the organ has been the chosen 
instrument to accompany our singing. In a sense the

organ breathes and sings along with us powered by 
its own “breath”—air passing through pipes. 

Because of your generous gifts in honor of our 
60th anniversary, this work ensures that our organ 
will continue to sing with us for the next several 
decades. Thanks be to God!

Shawn Thomas / Parish Musician
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