
 
 

 
 

 

A NEW YEAR BEGINS 
Many of us will see that headline and say, “Thank the Lord.” Most likely that’s 

because of what has happened in 2017. Some of us might see it and say, “O 

God,” because we know of something coming up in this new year. 

Regardless, the new year is upon us, and when you receive this newsletter, it is 

still Christmas [Remember, the 12 days start on Christmas Day!].   

Even so, it is 2018, so I invite you to worship, pray, and learn, to invite and 

encourage, to give and to serve, for such is the life of the disciple of Jesus the 

Christ. In the following pages you will find opportunities to do all these things.  

From Epiphany worship that includes Baptism to a PoP Pork Picnic to a new 

small group growth time Growing in Faith, there are many opportunities to 

live, serve and walk together as God’s people in Christ here. 

And yet as the new year struggles to get started, like a chick working to emerge 

from the egg, for us it is still Christmas with the joy that comes in knowing 

Christ has come for us. As we enter this new year, why don’t we take with us 

the words of Danish pastor, Kaj Munk: 

True Christmas joy, no matter how much or how little of it you may 

comprehend, means that you have Christ, and that you go where He wants 

you to go. 

Celebrate Epiphany, Feast of Lights 

FESTIVAL MUSIC, CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP & CAROLS OF THE SEASON 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6TH AT 5PM 

Prince of Peace welcomes all to join us for a 

festive night, commemorating the visit of the 

wise men with readings, a tableau telling of 

the Epiphany story, choir, and the Singing 

Tree Duo (hammered dulcimer and double 

bass).  

A Wassail Party and reception in the Parish Hall follows this exciting night of 

worship. This festive night also includes the rite of baptism.  
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POP’S PORK PICNIC COOK-OFF! | JANUARY 28TH

WORSHIP AT 1PM | FOOD SERVED AT 2:30PM | $10/ADULTS, $5/CHILD UNDER 13 

Bring a side dish or dessert to share! Games, fun & fellowship for all ages! 

Worship at the park! Games, fun & fellowship for all ages. Can you cook 

a good rib? How about some pulled pork? Consider entering our cook-off! 

Competitors will prepare their own Pork product (ribs, BBQ, etc…PoP will 

provide a set amount for each to cook). The winner will receive a POP’s Pork 

Picnic trophy! Bring a side dish or dessert to share – let’s gather at: Eagle Lake 

Park, 1800 Keene Road, Shelter #6. 

Parents’ Night Out, Elementary Night In! 

FEBRUARY 2 & 3 | FRIDAY @ 6PM – SATURDAY @ 8:30AM 

Join us for a night full of fun and a little learning as 

we make our infamous box cars to watch movies 

drive-in style in the Parish Hall. We will talk about 

Lent and the importance of prayer. We will prepare 

the Alleluia Banner that will be buried on Shrove 

Tuesday. We will have pizza for supper and will 

serve breakfast on Saturday morning. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Adam or Angie Pryor: 727.768.9961, 

angiepryor@rocketmail.com. *We are in need of BIG boxes for our drive-in 

style movie for the kids – please drop one off to the Church Office if you are able!

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Ring Sarasota Handbell Ringers will perform at Prince of Peace - February 

18th at 3pm (Rick Holdsworth, Director). 

The annual Art For Faith’s Sake series is made possible by Friends of the Arts. Each 

year, contributions support this series with gifts ranging from $10 to over $5,000. 
Thank you for your generous contributions which make the celebration of faith 

through the arts possible. For additional information and a complete list of 

AFFS events, visit www.poplargo.org or contact Donald Rolander, Director 
of Art for Faith’s Sake: don@poplargo.org or 727.585.9969.  

PEACE GARDEN & 

COMMEMORATIVE WALKWAY 

Blessings in the new year to all! You 
may remember that this time last 
year we were planning and 
envisioning this space – the former 
children’s playground – and its 
future as a Peace Garden. So many 
people have had a hand in the 
transformation, and so many friends 
have been blessed by the outcome.  
This has truly been a labor of love – 
thanks be to God. 

Our fourth paver order will be placed 
in mid-January. Please remember 
that there are funds available from 
an anonymous donor for those who 
have not yet placed an order due to 
personal financial circumstances. If 
you would like to take advantage of 
this opportunity, call Bernadette in 
the church office at 727.585.9969. 
Special order forms are also 
available under the portico on 
Sunday mornings or in Morack Hall. 
You may also find them at our 
website: www.poplargo.org. 

Many have found this a special way 
of remembering a loved one or 
commemorating a special family 
event. 

 
Be there for PoP’s Pork Picnic Cook-Off! 

Winter Resident Welcome Back Lunch 

January 25th at 12pm in the Parish Hall 

Get settled in – there’s so much for 
you to explore! Renew old 
friendships, then meet and greet a 
few new folks! To help you get a bit 
more comfy, we’ve planned a 
Welcome Lunch just for you! 

Stay up-to-date on fellowship and 
volunteer opportunities via 
Sunday’s bulletin, monthly 
newsletters, and digital emails! 
Don’t miss it! 

http://www.poplargo.org/
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 AT 6:00PM 

A fun evening of delicious food, delightful 
conversation and a room full of “mystery 
guests!” Everyone who signs up (singles & 
couples!) will be paired with 4 to 6 other people 
for a dinner party. Here’s how it works: 

BE A HOST: Welcome people to your home, and 
cook the main course (only the number that fit 
at your table). 

BE THE COOK: Go to someone’s house and bring a vegetable or a side dish to 
coordinate with the main dish. 

BE A GUEST: Go to someone’s house and bring an appetizer or a dessert. 

THE TWIST | You won’t know who’s ‘coming to dinner’ until everyone shows 
up at the host’s home – not even the host! You’ll receive directions to your 
host’s home, info on the main course, and the number of people to prepare 
for. 

Sign up by January 28th at the red & white checked box or at 
www.poplargo.org. For questions, contact one of the following: 

Dorothy: 727.223.5534, jdluetzow@msn.com 

Angie: 727.768.9961, angiepryor@rocketmail.com 

Marcy: 727.481.5640, marcys@tampabay.rr.com   

 

LIFEKEYS DISCOVER WORKSHOP 
February 9-10, 2018 in the Parish Hall 

Join us for a weekend retreat and explore a 
multi-faceted approach to the best ways to 
add meaning and purpose to your life! 

This workshop utilizes the materials of LifeKeys: Discover Who You Are, a 
comprehensive resource for understanding your gifts. The information is 
valuable for understanding transitions in careers, fulfilling volunteer 
opportunities, mid-life changes, and retirement. This resource is for those who 
may ask, “Why me?” or “What’s next?” 

At the workshop, you’ll use valuable exercises from LifeKeys: Discover Who 
You Are workbook to clarify who you are through five different lenses: 
Personality Type, Preference, Spiritual Gifts, Values and Passions. Friends, family 
and community members are most welcome – this experience is appropriate for 
high school students to retirees. 

  

PREVIEW THE YEAR AHEAD 
Shrove Tuesday 
6pm | Tuesday, February 13th 

Ash Wednesday 
11am, 7pm | Wednesday, February 14th 

February 14 – March 21 
Lenten Wednesdays 

Responsive Prayer 11am 
Evening Prayer 7pm 

Palm Sunday 
8:45am, 11am | March 25th 

Go & Do Likewise 2018 
Friday & Saturday, March 2nd & 3rd  

 

FLOWER DELIVERY 
January 7th | Noon – 2pm 

Would you like to take a beautiful 
flower to one of our PoP brothers or 
sisters? It has been a long-standing 
tradition here that on day after 
Epiphany, January 6, we take flowers 
that have graced our sanctuary to our 
friends who may be ill or who may 
not have been able to be with us in 
worship. 

Would you like to help with those 
deliveries? 

Jane Corcoran will be here from 
Noon to 2PM immediately following 
worship on Sunday, January 7 with 
flowers and directions for you to 
make your delivery.  

Come, let’s bring joy to a friend in the 
first week of the year!  

FIRST FRUITS 
A tithe from all bequests goes to First 

Fruits. 

Each month, the Service Commission 

selects organizations for Congregation 

Council to assist through First Fruits. 

In 2017, Council approved gifts to: 

$500 | Lutheran Disaster Response 

Our September contribution will go to 

help those ravaged by the hurricanes 

of 2017. 

$400 | ELCA World Hunger 

October’s contribution will help 800 

million world-wide and 42 million 

Americans access the food they need 

to live active, healthy lives.  

MORE HAPPENINGS FOR YOU 

Booked for Dessert – January 18th at 7pm in the Parish Hall 
This month we’re reading Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in 

Crisis by J.D. Vance 

DAYS, TIME & COST | Sessions begin on Friday at 6pm with light supper and end at 9pm. 
Saturday resumes at 8:30am and ends at 3:30pm. A registration fee of $10 includes the 
LifeKeys workbook. Donations are requested for the cost of meals and snacks. 
Scholarships and childcare are available. Sign up by February 4th! For more information, 
contact Faye: 727.585.9969 or faye@poplargo.org 

mailto:jdluetzow@msn.com
mailto:angiepryor@rocketmail.com
mailto:marcys@tampabay.rr.com
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  In preparation for the 

Youth Gathering in 

June - July  2018, our 

youth will be spending 

their next service day by serving 

in the thrift store at the Homeless 

Empowerment program. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: Our high 

school youth will be heading to Houston 

in June of 2018 to be a part of the ELCA 

Youth Gathering. This is an opportunity 

which occurs once every three years for 

youth across the ELCA to gather for five 

days of worship, service, learning, and 

community. In preparation for the 

Gathering, our youth will be learning 

and serving together here in Florida. 

This trip to the Gathering will be a great 

experience, but it will also be expensive. 

In the past, the youth have hosted a 

number of events to raise funds for the 

trip within the congregation. This year 

we are trying something a little 

different. We are asking the 

congregation to sponsor our youth as 

they go out and serve in our community. 

Donations to the youth ministry fund 

will help the youth to meet their goal of 

$10,000 to go to Houston. Our youth 

will be planning and participating in 

service opportunities here in our 

community throughout the year as they 

prepare for the event. The congregation 

is invited to support our youth 

financially while our youth support our 

community with their time and energy. 

Throughout the year, those going to the 

Gathering will be taking part in five 

more of these opportunities. They will 

be inviting you at those times to make a 

gift to the youth ministry fund to 

support their trip to Houston.

 

 

POP YOUTH EVENTS & HAPPENINGS MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
YOUTH SPRING SCHEDULE 

January 13th 
Youth Gathering Service Day (HS 
Youth) 

January 28th  
PoP’s Pork Cook-Off Event 

February 9th  
Lock-in at Lutheran Church of the 
Cross (MS, HS Youth) 

February 13th  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
(HS Cooks) 

March 2nd 
Decathalon Synod Event (MS, HS) 

March 17th 
Youth Gathering Service Day (HS 
Youth) 

March 25th  
Palm Sunday Breakfast (MS Cooks) 

April 11th  
Gathering Planning Meeting 

April 14th  
Mentor-Mentee Service Day 

May 6th  
Conference Youth Event (MS, HS) 

May 13th  
Senior Recognition Sunday 

June 11th – 15th 
Vacation Bible School 

June 25th – July 1st 
ELCA Youth Gathering 

June 29th – August 4th  
Confirmation Camp 

There will be more added to the 
schedule in the coming months, so 
keep your eyes opened! 

YOUTH GATHERING SERVICE DAY 

JANUARY 13TH, 1PM-4PM 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – SAVE THE DATE 
Children and volunteers alike – save the date for June 11-15! Invite your family and 
friends to be a part of this week. Registration will open online in March. 

3RD GRADE BIBLES | On February 11, our 3rd grade students will receive Bibles as 
one of our Stepping Stones of faith. Children and parents will meet after worship 
on February 4 & 11 (12:15pm-1:30pm, lunch provided) to learn about their 
Bibles. Students will be presented with their Bibles during worship on the 11th. 
Please let Pastor Adam know if you are planning on receiving your Bible. Any 4th 
graders who didn’t receive a Bible last year are also welcomed and encouraged to 
attend.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES WILL 

RESUME ON JANUARY 7TH AT 10AM. 

WEDNESDAYS TOGETHER RESUMES! 
January 10th | 5:30pm in Parish Hall 
Supper Served Weekly: $2.50/Child | $5.00/Adult 

To sign up visit poplargo.org, 
fill out your RSVP via upcoming 
Sunday attendance cards, or 
contact Faye in the Church 
Office at 727.585.9969. 

Our crew is “aging,” so we’re looking for a few cooks and 
kitchen helpers. Contact Faye if you can lend a “helping 
hand!” 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS HERE AT POP 

POPTARTS VISIT 
DUNEDIN FINE ARTS CENTER 

January 18th at 9:30am 

The PoPTARTS are kicking off a brand-new year! We’ll be 
visiting the Dunedin Fine Arts Center for the International 
Miniature Art Show. The cost of the event is $10 per person, 
payable at the door for the art exhibit. 

The cost of lunch is additional. Meet us at Parish Hall; we’ll 
carpool to the exhibit for a day of art and fun! 
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Adult Learning Opportunities in January 

THE WIRED WORD 
Sundays, January 7 – February 10 

So where does what we hear and see in the news and in our world intersect 
with what we know from scripture? How do we view what goes on through the 
lens of scripture? The Wired Word helps us to consider contemporary 
situations even as we grow in our understandings of what God is showing us in 
the written Word. Each week it is a different topic. Join us for the conversation.  
There will be a variety of leaders. 

THE STORY OF LUTHERANS IN AMERICA 
WE MUST PLANT THE CHURCH 
Wednesdays, January 10 – February 7 

We begin the year with one more look at Lutheran Christians, this time from the 
perspective of how we got here and what’s happened since. We will learn 
together of how Lutherans were viewed in Colonial America. We will also discuss 
how Lutheran Christians moved around the country, what they did in earlier 
times, and what “the Lutherans” became known for. Invite someone and bring 
them to these fascinating classes. Tom Olson will be leading this series. 

INQUIRERS’ CLASS 
Sundays, January 28 – March 4 

When friends worship or participate 

in a serving or social event with us, 

they are inquiring. They are coming 

to know more about what Christians 

believe and do in this world God has 

made. Here at PoP, we set aside time 

for folk to come and inquire a little 

more deeply. On these Sundays we 

will gather in the Community 

Outreach Center to talk more about 

what Lutheran Christians believe.  

And as we do, we’ll also learn a little 

more about the ministries of this 

congregation. If a friend seems 

uncertain, tell them you will come 

with them. In March, all who desire 

will join Prince of Peace. Bring a 

friend and your questions! The 

pastors lead this class. 

 

 
A NEW SMALL GROUP 

Maybe you have been one to say the same thing, “I wish I knew 
more about how I can grow in faith.” Some folk will call it being 
“formed in the faith” or “spiritual formation.” Regardless what 
we call it, there is a draw of the Spirit in our hearts for us to be 
“closer to God.” How can we encourage one another – and 
ourselves? Susan Salzgeber will be leading a Spiritual 
Formation Group beginning this month. 

We will devote ourselves to be together over eight weeks and 
spend our time in scripture readings, conversation and prayer. 
We will be gaining tools for growth and may even set times for 
meeting in the future. 

What about starting the new year with a small group – growing 
together in the faith? Right now, the group will most likely 
meet on Tuesday evenings. Call Pr. Joe in the Church Office 
or write down your desire to meet with the group on a 
bulletin insert. Let us know so we can have a workbook 
waiting for you. The class is limited to nine participants. 

JANUARY BAPTISMS 

Bonnie Adams Robert Cook James George Penny Lounsberry Karen Reynolds Donald Vollmer 
Patsy Anderson Marian Curtis Edward Ham Mike Malcom Eleanor Rinas Jayme Watson 

Carl Archiletti 
Jacqueline 
Dersom 

Barbara Heinicka Kevin Murphy Linda Rowe Samuel Watson 

Dottie Archiletti Lenore Dinsdale James Helland Patricia Muth Arthur Russell Barbara Weake 
Nancy Baer Dorothy Ehlers Donna Herter Alyssa Neikirk Jamie Schmitt Patricia Wells 
Roger Barr Pauline Ellis Stacey Johnson Sandra Pardue Jason Schmitt Carolyn White 
Sally Barr William Ellis Allen Koths Percy Peltzer Leah Schmitt Helen White 

Mary Bassett William Ernst Mary Larsen Patricia Pierce 
Mary Jean 
Scholl 

Curtis Wold 

Faye Belskey Clara Estenson Leona Lazarchik Jaxson Potts 
Kristin Schulze-
Thatcher 

John Wuertz 

Lynn Brauer Lida Fehl Elizabeth Loesch 
Gretchen 
Prendergast 

Janis Silberman Julie Wuertz 

James Buckner 
Debra 
Freedman 

Tom Loesch Frank Quido 
Delaney 
Streicher 

Sabrina Zitzelberger 

Alice Burak Vivian Fruehling Grace Lounsberry Carolyn Reslink Scott Temple William Zitzelberger 
Trish Burke Susan Garbutt John Lounsberry Eugene Reynolds Hilda Torchia Kent Zoller 

Hospital Stays/Surgeries 

Bret Bretnall     Carol Turrell     Dave Tarras     Mary Basset 
Eileen McLaren     Gloria Whisler     Kathy Ahlstrom     Paul Kammerer 

Deaths 

Ingrid Arthur 
Geraldine Van Bruggen 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER 14 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

▪ Received update from Search Committee regarding parish musician 
interview process 

▪ Received report from Preschool 
▪ Approved First Fruits gift of $250 to Good Samaritan Ministries of 

Wimauma, FL 
▪ Approved housing allowance designation for both pastors 
▪ Decided to move Council and Commission meetings to Monday evenings 
▪ Discussed the possibility of replacing the current sign on Missouri Avenue 

with an electronic sign 
▪ Discussed security measures at PoP; will continue discussions at future 

meetings 
▪ Set January 14 as a 2018 goal-setting retreat after worship for Council and 

Commissions 
▪ Considered whether to seek a consultant to aid in future planning for 

ministries 

HOW DID YOU LEARN TO GIVE? 
UPDATE ON OUR STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 

As we enter the new year, we continue to receive 
Estimates of Giving from friends for our ministries 
together in Christ here at PoP. Thank you to all who 
continue to give and to all who submit Estimates of 
Giving. We provide Estimates of Giving and 
Time/Talent information as a way of setting goals in 
our offering ourselves to the Lord over a period of 
time. 

“Here is what you have given me, O Lord.  Now I will give to you even as you 
inspire me,” is our prayer. 

At the writing of this note [December 14], we have received 141 Estimates of 
Giving totaling $400,060. Thanks be to God! These totals remain slightly 
below previous years. We pray, as we do in each year, that our Lord will provide 
both the guidance regarding how we may serve and the resources to carry our 
Lord’s work here and in the community all around us. 

SEARCH TEAM FOR PARISH MUSICIAN 

The Search Team continues in its work that began in September. After 
receiving resumes and other materials, the team conducted first interviews by 
Skype with several candidates in November. In December we met to whittle 
that list down to a few whom we have invited to meet us here at PoP.   

In January we will be personally interviewing candidates here at the church.  
Part of the process will involve the candidates demonstrating their musical 
skills. We will spend time with them both in a formal interview setting as well 
as a more relaxed environment. 

When you see members of the Search Team, pat them on the back for the 
ways they have rearranged their schedules to accommodate our candidates as 
we seek a new leader of our congregation's song. Please pray for the Team, for 
this congregation and for our candidates during this time of discernment.   

Serving on the Search Team are Michele Conlen, Marilyn Franz, Bill Glasgow, 
Tony Hanson, Weston Kaufman, Curt Wold, and Pr. Adam & Pr. Joe. 

LIVING IN CHRIST SMALL 

GROUP MINISTRIES 

Gardening Angels 
7am-9am, Tuesdays at PoP 

Help plant, trim, cut back, weed, 
and pick up debris on our church 
property. Join this co-ed group for a 
little work, lots of laughs, fun and 
fellowship. Call Tom: 727.244.3373. 

Walking in Faith 
8am, Thursdays at Taylor Park 

Take an early morning stroll in the 
park – walk at your own pace with a 
lively group of friends! Meet us at 
Shelter 1. The walk takes just under 
an hour, then we’re off to Panera 
Bread on West Bay for bagels and 
coffee! Put on your walking shoes, 
and join us! Call the Church Office 
for more info: 727.585.9969 

Grief Support 
3pm on 3rd Thursdays at Denny’s 

Folks find meaning in this shared 
experience of getting together 
monthly. All are welcome. Contact 
Jane: 727.585.9969. 

Habitat for Humanity 
8am on 1st Saturdays 

Love to serve? Volunteer on first 
Saturdays! Contact Charlie: 
727.559.1131. 

Men’s Bible Study 
8am on 2nd & 4th Saturdays 

The men gather in the Community 
Outreach Center for coffee, 
conversation & study. Contact Tom 
Olson: deuchtlo9@frontier.com. 

PoP Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
8am on 3rd Saturdays 

Meet us in the Parish Hall for 
breakfast and fellowship. 

Homeless Empowerment Prog. 
11:15am on 4th Saturdays 

PoP assists HEP and serves in the 
buffet line. No special skills are 
needed – just come and serve! 
Contact the Church Office for more: 
727.585.9969. 

Naomi Circle 
There will be no January 3rd meeting 
in this month.
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We celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday at 8:45AM and 11:00AM. We have a fully-staffed childcare center for 

infants, toddlers and children under 4 years old available on Sundays from 8:30AM to 12:15PM. Coffee and fellowship 

follows 8:45AM worship, with Sunday School from 10-10:50AM. Visit us online: www.poplargo.org. 

Worship at Prince of Peace 


