
 
 

 
 

 

PREPARING FOR THE COMING CHRIST CHILD 
Advent just seems to get in the way. In fact, it is one of the most 

countercultural things we do in this acre of our Lord’s pasture. We are not 

singing Christmas songs yet, like so many. We aren’t decking halls during 

worship.   

Instead, we are preparing for the coming Christ child to be born. We are 

leaning, hoping, yearning. We tap into the long-enduring hope of our 

ancestors in the faith, as they were in exile checking the horizon for a 

Messiah. “Come, O Come….”  We light candles, one more each week, in these 

brief four Sundays together, hoping for light in our darkness, singing of a 

time coming, telling one another “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn,” 

and so much more. The anticipation elevates our excitement. It even 

sharpens our focus on just what IS vital to the season now and the one just 

ahead. There is a God who would be with us – Emmanuel! 

To be sure on Saturday, December 2 we will be proclaiming the 

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany good news at Largo Park with our Night in 

Bethlehem event (see page 3 for more!). Thank you to all who are 

participating in so many different ways. It is a night of proclaiming and 

sharing the good news of God’s love and salvation in Christ Jesus.   

But in these days, we will indeed celebrate with great anticipation the Advent 

season each Sunday coming – December 3, 10, 17 and YES! even 

Sunday December 24. View the schedule on the next page for the weeks 

ahead. Please check the times. 
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP AT PRINCE OF PEACE

With Word and Sacrament, instrumentalists and voices, joyous celebration 

and quiet contemplation, candlelight Christmas Eve worship at Prince of Peace 

is a blessed evening of honoring the Lord. Come, invite your friends to hear the 

story of the child born for us this day! 

O Come, Let us Adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

The Festival of Santa Lucia is December 10th

 

Santa Lucia Festival  | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 | 7:00PM 

A Service of Readings, Carols, & Anthems of the Advent Season with Choirs and Baroque Ensemble. 

Complimentary tickets are now available for our annual Santa Lucia Service of 
Lessons & Carols! Kindly sign up for the number of tickets you plan on using, as seating 
is limited. There will be bakers, stars and “Lucia,” this year portrayed by Tori Murray. 
A “Lucia” party follows this festive evening – homemade cookies are needed for the 
reception, so please sign up on Sunday’s attendance card if you’d like to bring cookies 
to share!  

 
Florida Pro Musica 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017 AT 3PM 
9 A CAPPELLA SINGERS | LARRY KENT, MUSIC DIRECTOR 
A CAPPELLA MASTERPIECES OF THE SEASON 

 

10:00am ADVENT IV WORSHIP 
Holy Communion with Festival Choir and Carols. 

4:30pm NATIVITY OF OUR LORD – CHRISTMAS EVE 
Holy Communion with the music 

of our youth and children. 

7:00pm 

9:30pm 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD – CHRISTMAS EVE 
Holy Communion with music of our Festival Choir, brass, 

timpani, violin, organ and bells. Pre-service music begins 20 
minutes before the hour. 

The Christmas Angel 
Tree Has Arrived! 

Help a child have a wonderful 

Christmas! Prince of Peace is partnering 

with Lutheran Services of Florida and 

Eckerd Community Alternatives to help 

provide a memorable Christmas to 

hundreds of Children in the Head Start 

Program and the Foster Care Program.  

Our Angel Tree has been placed in the 

corner of the Narthex! Each Angel on 

our tree features information about a 

child and one of their gift wishes. With 

ages ranging from infancy to teens, you 

can select an Angel then return 

unwrapped gifts with the original 

Angel attached to be placed under 

the tree by Sunday, December 

10th. Not much of a shopper, but still 

want to contribute? Gift cards are 

graciously accepted also. 

Imagine the joy that even the smallest 

gift might bring to one of the children! 

May you always be inspired through 

God’s peace and love. Thank you! 

Questions? Just contact us! 

Angie Pryor: 727.768.9961 

angiepryor@rocketmail.com 

 
Christmas Eve Worship at Prince of Peace 

MOBILE BLOOD DRIVE 
December 17 | 8:30am-1pm 

 

mailto:angiepryor@rocketmail.com
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Live Nativity & Bethlehem Marketplace 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 6:00PM-9:30PM 
Each year, thousands come to the Largo Holiday Stroll to 

see over one million beautiful Christmas Lights, 

numerous Christmas displays, and various activities 

throughout the park. Prince of Peace will tell the story of 

Christ’s birth through our Live Nativity Display and our 

Bethlehem marketplace. 

It takes many hands to make this event a success – see the column to the 

right if you’d like to help! 

IMPORTANT DATES & TIMES – BETHLEHEM MARKETPLACE 

Saturday, 
December 2nd 

1:00pm at PoP | Collect items & materials for setup (trucks) 

1:30pm at PoP | Setup for structures, tarps, lighting 

3:00pm at Park | Finalize setup & décor 

5:30pm at Park | All characters arrive for Marketplace 

9:30pm at Park | Marketplace break-down, cleanup 

IMPORTANT DATES & TIMES – LIVE NATIVITY 

Saturday, 
December 2nd 

1:00pm at PoP | Collect items & materials for setup (trucks) 

3:00pm at Park | Setup for Live Nativity 

9:30pm at Park | Nativity break-down, cleanup 

 

Midweek worship during Advent is a blessed time of getting away - from the crowds 
on the roads and in the stores or perhaps from our crowded schedules that stretch us 
ever so thin. We gather in the Chapel for a quiet time of prayer, scripture, meditation 
and Holy Communion. We will even sing a song of the Advent season. 

In this brief time breaking into the middle of the day, we may listen for the voice of the 
One who comes into our lives. Bring a friend and come away with sisters and brothers 
to worship the One who makes every season possible. 

Let us join together on Wednesdays at noon during the Advent season. 

WELCA  ADVENT TEA 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD AT 12:30PM 
We invite all women and girls to share in some Reformation 
reflections with the program, “An Afternoon with Dr. 
Luther and Katharina.” Share in Christian fellowship as we 
enjoy a potluck luncheon. 

There will be a Thank Offering. Sign up on the sheet under the Portico! Contact 
Virginia for more info: 727.533.8157 or vmh416@tampabay.rr.com. 

 CHRISTMAS TOY SHOP 
High School Youth | December 16th 

Our high school youth will be heading 
to the Christmas Toy Shop to help 
distribute gifts to families in need. 
Since 1921, The Christmas Toy Shop 
has been handing out toys and bikes 
and serves over 2,000 children a year. 
We will meet at PoP at 11:45am and 
return around 3:30pm.  

VOLUNTEER TO RING THE 
SALVATION ARMY BELL! 

The Service 
Commission invites 
volunteers to help raise 
money to serve our 
community for those 
in need by ringing the  
bell for the Salvation Army kettle at 
Publix (3825 East Bay Drive and 
Belcher). All donations we collect 
will stay in our area, fueling 
programs and services that transform 
lives. The event is December 
9th from 10am - 8pm, and 
volunteers can sign up to fill a one-
hour time slot. More than one person 
may sign up for a time slot to make it 
more festive. If you can help, then 
please sign up through the Sunday 
bulletin insert or on the sign-up 
sheet posted outside at the end of 
the Sunday service. 

PREVIEW THE YEAR AHEAD 
Celebrate Epiphany 
5pm | Saturday, January 6th 

Winter Resident Brunch 
12pm | Thursday, January 25th 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner 
6pm | Saturday, February 3rd 

Shrove Tuesday 
6pm | Tuesday, February 13th 

Ash Wednesday 
11am, 7pm | Wednesday, February 14th 

February 14 – March 21 
Lenten Wednesdays 

Responsive Prayer 11am 
Evening Prayer 7pm 

Palm Sunday 
8:45am, 11am | March 25th 

Go & Do Likewise 2018 
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CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

Give Christmas plants and decorative 
items in memory of a loved one! The 
flowers and trees will be purchased from 
donations given to the Christmas Flower 
Fund in memory of loved ones or in 
celebration or honor of special 
individuals in our lives. After the 
holidays, the poinsettias will be delivered 
to members who are unable to attend 
services. If you wish to participate, fill out 
the form in Sunday bulletins and return 
it by Sunday, December 17. You 
may also send a check to the 
Church Office for Christmas 
Decorations.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 

Together On Our Own and Joyful 
Singers will meet Friday, December 15 to 
go caroling at Oak Manor. Meet us in the 
back parking lot at 1:15pm, and we’ll 
carpool. We’ll sing for the residents at 
2pm and then have and early dinner 
together. Wear a colorful Christmas shirt 
or hat, and join us as we share the Good 
News of Jesus’ birth with our friends.  
Look for sign-ups on the attendance card 
and under the Portico between services. 
Contact Vivian or Marilyn for more 
info.

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

Prince of Peace Preschool’s children will 
be performing the story of Christmas (in 
costume!) on December 22 at 9am. 
Volunteers are needed to assist the little 
ones or to help serve refreshments 
afterward at 9:30am. All are welcome! 

Can’t join us? Monetary donations are 
welcomed to cover the cost of supplies 
and refreshments and can be sent to the 
Church Office. Contact Becky Leonard: 
727.512.8830  

WELCOME, POP NEW MEMBERS! 

UPCOMING SEASONAL EVENTS HERE AT POP 

KEN ABKEMEIER AND NITA ANDERSON have been married for 
16 years. After five years of “snowbirding” to Seminole, 
they purchased a home in Largo and are now permanent 
residents. Nita is a retired paralegal and enjoys cooking, 
baking, reading, and walking. Ken is a retired sales 
engineer and likes sports. 

Together, they have four children, nine grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild. They also enjoy traveling in 
their motor home. 

NANCY PAPPAS is a retired legal assistant. She’s already 
involved at Prince of Peace and is volunteering for 
Ruth’s Promise, the Altar Guild and quilting. 

Nancy was born and raised in Ithica, NY and came to 
Florida in 1978. 

JOANN SMITH lives in Largo and is an Operations 
Supervisor with Raymond James. 

Joann enjoys reading and walking. 

SHARON SMITH, originally from Port Huron, Michigan, is 
a bookkeeper who now resides in Largo. 

LIFEKEYS DISCOVERY 
WORKSHOP 

February 9-10, 2018 
in the Parish Hall 

Join us for a weekend retreat and 
explore a multi-faceted approach 
to the best ways to add meaning 
and purpose to your life! This 
workshop utilizes the materials of 
LifeKeys: Discover Who You Are, a 
comprehensive resource for 
understanding your gifts. The 
information is valuable for 
understanding transitions in careers, 
fulfilling volunteer opportunities, 
mid-life changes, and retirement. 
This resource is for those who may 
ask, “Why me?” or “What’s next?” 

At the workshop, you’ll use valuable 
exercises from LifeKeys: Discover 
Who You Are workbook to clarify 
who you are through five different 
lenses: Personality Type, Preference, 
Spiritual Gifts, Values and Passions. 

Sessions begin on Friday at 6pm 
with light supper and ends at 9pm. 
Saturday resumes at 8:30am and 
ends at 3:30pm. A registration fee of 
$10 includes the LifeKeys workbook. 
Donations are requested for the 
cost of meals and snacks. 
Scholarships and childcare are 
available. Friends, family and 
community members are most 
welcome – this experience is 
appropriate for high school 
students to retirees. 

Contact Faye: 727.585.9969 or 
faye@poplargo.org 
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Seasonal Education & Learning Opportunities 

GROWING IN OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH 
A New Small Group 

We are talking “spiritual formation.”  To be physically healthy, one needs to 
exercise. So, what about some “spiritual exercise?” Often, folk will speak of 
wanting to grow in faith or be closer to God. We just may not be sure what we 
can do that can help encourage out growth in Christ our Lord. 

In January, Susan Salzgeber will be leading a Spiritual Formation Group. This 
group is a commitment of eight weeks where we will spend time in scripture 
readings, discussions and prayer. After this time, we will all devote ourselves 
to a spiritual formation commitment for the coming months. You may even 
want to become a small group facilitator. Our last session [#8] will give us tools 
that would assist us to become an ongoing group in the future, if we desire. 

What about starting the new year with a small group—growing together in the 
faith? Right now, the group will most likely meet on Tuesday evenings. Call Pr. 
Joe in the Church Office to sign up, and we’ll know how many workbooks to 
order. The class is limited to nine participants. 

“ADVENT-URE” SUNDAYS 
Sundays during Advent 

COME JOIN US for an intergenerational 

“Advent-ure” when all ages come 

together to celebrate and learn more 

about the Advent season. We’ll read 

scripture, participate in skits, 

conversations and crafts as we prepare 

or hearts for the coming of baby Jesus. 

This intergenerational time will take 

place in the COC, Peace Room from 

10am to 10:45am on Sunday mornings 

during our Education Hour. 

As we journey together through this 

season of preparation, be sure to stick 

around for what the “Advent-ure” has in 

store! 

 

 

Celebrate Epihany, Feast of Lights 

FESTIVAL MUSIC, CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP & CAROLS OF THE SEASON 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6TH AT 5PM 

Prince of Peace welcomes all to join us for a festive night, commemorating the 

visit of the wise men with readings, a tableau telling of the Epiphany story, 

choir, and the Singing Tree Duo (hammered dulcimer and double bass). A 

Wassail Party and reception in the Parish Hall follows this exciting night of 

worship. This festive night also includes the rite of baptism. 

DECEMBER BAPTISMS 

Shirley Acker Stefanie Harder Rodney Mason Jacob Pryor Cynthia Taylor 

Kim Beringer Lynette Hartmann Christoper Mateo, Jr. Livia Pryor Nan Tower 

Maxine Bignotti Nelson Hawkins Jens Mathre Judith Richter Carol Turrell 

Sherita Buckner Dylan Iusi Leanna McKenzie Rudi Rinas Jack Zachow 

Terri Carmody Mark Iusi Tyler Metz Amanda Robbins Chloe Zitzelberger 

Cooper Casasnovas Debra Jaramillo Frank Moticha Mark Roberts Jaida Zitzelberger 

Alex Delarosa Lois Joldersma James Patton George Rothfuss Ryan Zitzelberger 

Amriana Delarosa Kylee Lane Ridgely Potter, Sr. Jane Rubinic Jean Zoller 

Signy Elmore Mark Leonard Ridgely Potter, Jr. Rev. Z. Ann Schmidt  

Andrew Grassick Ausma Mackus Margi Prater Pauline Smith  

Sharon Hadada Phyllis Majer Calob Pryor Bonnie Sterry  

Judy Hamilton Brenda Mason Douglas Pryor Anson Surplus  

Hospital Stays/Surgeries 

Bret Bretnall     Carol Turrell     Dave Tarras     Eileen McLaren     Gloria Whisler     Kathy Ahlstrom     Paul Kammerer 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER 16 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

▪ Reviewed status of Commission goals for 2017 
▪ Approved First Fruits gift of $350 to Homeless Empowerment Program 
▪ Discussed request from Sea Drift Brewers, neighboring business, regarding 

their business now operated out of the old Piper Fire offices 
▪ Reviewed and approved policy for allowing girl scout groups who meet at 

PoP to hold lock-ins 
▪ Approved nominees for Endowment Board; received report regarding 

Council nominees 
▪ Received update on Search Team for new Parish Musician 
▪ Approved motion to allocate remaining balance of Building Fund, 30% to 

reduce balance of Thrivent loan and 70% to the Major Maintenance Fund 
▪ Approved allocating the remaining funds authorized by the congregation 

for campus construction and renovation to be used to reduce the existing 
Thrivent loan debt 

▪ Received report regarding congregation’s insurance coverage 
▪ Received report on status of stewardship emphasis 

HOW DID YOU LEARN TO GIVE? 
UPDATE ON OUR STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 

Thank you to all who told their stories of who taught 
them to give and how it affected their lives in Christ.  
We were blessed to hear a marvelous assortment of 
recollections about financial giving and in how loved 
ones gave of themselves in a variety of ways.  The 
common thread through all of the stories was the 
presence of the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of the 
faithful, who responded generously as they were 
able.  And in that responding the Spirit worked in the hearts who witnessed 
these acts of stewardship and made a lasting imprint in their journey of faith.  

At this time, we have received 134 Estimates of Giving totaling $384,130, 
which compares to 2016 totals at this time of 151 $396,018.  While we have 
strong record-keeping that can be helpful in determining how much we may 
receive over and above the total Estimates of Giving, submitting an EOG is 
always an encouragement for each of us to consider prayerfully how we may 
give to the Lord in this new year, responding to how our Lord gives to us in 
every year. Let us encourage one another in this part of our ministry as well. 

SEARCH TEAM FOR PARISH MUSICIAN 

Since September, we have been engaged in a search for our next Parish 
Musician. We began by placing advertisements with two organizations, the 
American Guild of Organists and the Association of Lutheran Church 
Musicians. We networked with friends. The Congregation Council discussed 
the position and gave guidance to the Search Team. Our plan was to receive 
responses through September and October and to begin interviews in 
November. 

At the writing of this article, we have engaged in several first interviews by 
Skype and conference call. These interviews will be completed by the end of 
November. The second step will be to determine in early December whom we 
may wish to invite for a personal interview. 

Our Search Team has rearranged schedules, meeting on nights and weekends 
and working hard as they seek a new Parish Musician. Pray for the Search 
Team and for Prince of Peace as we move ahead in our interview process for a 
new leader of our congregation’s song.   

Serving on the Search Team are Michele Conlen, Marilyn Franz, Bill Glasgow, 
Tony Hanson, Weston Kaufman, Curt Wold, Pr. Adam and Pr. Joe.  

LIVING IN CHRIST SMALL 

GROUP MINISTRIES 

Gardening Angels 
7am-9am, Tuesdays at PoP 

Help plant, trim, cut back, weed, 
and pick up debris on our church 
property. Join this co-ed group for a 
little work, lots of laughs, fun and 
fellowship. Call Tom: 727.244.3373. 

Walking in Faith 
8am, Thursdays at Taylor Park 

Take an early morning stroll in the 
park – walk at your own pace with a 
lively group of friends! Meet us at 
Shelter 1. The walk takes just under 
an hour, then we’re off to Panera 
Bread on West Bay for bagels and 
coffee! Put on your walking shoes, 
and join us! Call the Church Office 
for more info: 727.585.9969 

Grief Support 
3pm on 3rd Thursdays at Denny’s 

Folks find meaning in this shared 
experience of getting together 
monthly. All are welcome. Contact 
Jane: 727.585.9969. 

Habitat for Humanity 
8am on 1st Saturdays 

Love to serve? Volunteer on first 
Saturdays! Contact Charlie: 
727.559.1131. 

Men’s Bible Study 
8am on 2nd & 4th Saturdays 

The men gather in the Community 
Outreach Center for coffee, 
conversation & study. Contact Tom 
Olson: deuchtlo9@frontier.com. 

PoP Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
8am on 3rd Saturdays 

Meet us in the Parish Hall for 
breakfast and fellowship. 

Homeless Empowerment Prog. 
11:15am on 4th Saturdays 

PoP assists HEP and serves in the 
buffet line. No special skills are 
needed – just come and serve! 
Contact the Church Office for more: 
727.585.9969.
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We celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday at 8:45AM and 11:00AM. We have a fully-staffed childcare center for 

infants, toddlers and children under 4 years old available on Sundays from 8:30AM to 12:15PM. Coffee and fellowship 

follows 8:45AM worship, with Sunday School from 10-10:50AM. Visit us online: www.poplargo.org. 

Worship at Prince of Peace 


