
 
 

 
 

 

SUMMER’S NOT OVER – HAPPENINGS & HIGHLIGHTS BEFORE THE BELL! 

Saturday, August 5th | 9am-12pm – The Annual Health & Safety Fair is just a 

few days away! As the time draws near, there is so much to look forward to! 

It’s an exciting weekend just before the first official bell of the 2017-2018 
school year, and there’s no better time than this to get refreshed and 
adequately prepared for the new school year ahead. At PoP’s annual back-to-
school Health and Safety Fair everyone is welcome, and there is no charge! 
Invite friends and neighbors! 

Children and youth will receive free school physicals (registration required and 
parent/legal guardian must accompany), free haircuts, ample school supplies 
(while they last), and information from more than 30 community providers. 

FREE School Supplies - Face Painting – Clowns – Giveaways – More! 

Look for the school bus on page 2 to learn just how you can be involved in this blessed 
adventure the Lord has allowed us to experience with all throughout our community. 

Rally Day! August 13th at 10am 

The entire congregation is invited to 

gather in the Hall as we prepare for 

our fall educational opportunities. 

Come and learn about the classes 

that will be offered for children, 

youth and adults throughout the 

year. As we observe the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation, we’ll 

explore the roots of its happening 

and what it has meant for the church 

ever since. Come learn more through 

Reformation-themed crafts for 

children and activities for adults!  
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CONNECT WITH POP! 

Facebook.com/poplargo 

Twitter.com/pastorjoepop 

WEDNESDAYS TOGETHER 
Resumes August 16th 

Wednesdays Together 
resumes this month! We’ll 
begin with supper at 5:30pm 
in the Parish Hall followed by 
fellowship and opportunities 
for learning and growth in 
faith for all ages. 

Read about Fall classes on 
page 5, and learn more about 
getting involved with 
Wednesdays Together on 
page 7. 

mailto:info@poplargo.org
http://www.poplargo.org/
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Wednesdays in the Park Continues!

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER FOR THE ANNUAL 

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR! 
PoP’s annual HSF will be a great 
success with your help: 

HSF Setup, 9am August 4th 
We’ll need extra hands to help set 
up the Hall, kitchen and medical 
rooms. 

HSF Setup 
7:30am-9:00am August 5th 
The early bird catches the worm! 
Help us complete set-up to get 
ready for our big day ahead! 

Break Down/Clean Up 
August 5th, 12pm after the HSF 
This crew will help us round up all 
of the materials, tables, and dust 
that we’ve stirred up throughout the 
day! 

MORE WAYS TO SERVE 

▪ Spanish interpreters and smiling 
faces to welcome everyone 

▪ Face painters and clowns 
▪ Donate new and gently used books 

for all ages 
▪ Prayers for the event day and all 

who will attend 
▪ Fair day is a great day to wear 

your PoP shirt! 

For more information, contact Faye 

or Jane in the Church Office: 

727.585.9969. You may also sign up 

on Sunday’s attendance cards and 

under the Portico 

*Find the yellow school bus on page 

3 for information on how you can 

help provide HSF supplies. 

 
Don’t miss this year’s health & safety fair! 

SUMMER VACATION! 
During the Summer months, the following groups will not meet: Healthy 
Lifestyles, PoPTARTS, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Game Day, Girl Scouts, and Sons 
of Norway. Thanks be to God for providing wonderful resources for our 
community to take part throughout the year. Please contact the Church Office 
for all group changes. 

 

PIZZA & PACKING – AUGUST 2ND 

We’ll need helpers on Wednesday, 
August 2nd to help pack 500 packets 
of school supplies for this year’s 
Back-to-School Health & Safety Fair. 
We’ll begin at 6:00pm – pizza will 
be served! Meet in the Parish Hall! 

POP-UP TENTS & FOLDING CHAIRS 

We are in need of pop-up tents and 
extra folding tables for the fair – are 
you able to provide any for use 
during this time? Please call the 
Church Office: 727.585.9969. Thanks 
be to God for your generosity! 

WE Summer Sundays: The Unshakable Promise 

This summer, our Sunday morning classes met 
collectively as adults, youth, and families learn 
together about the promises that God makes to 
His people through covenants.  

We are learning about the covenants that God made with Noah, Abraham, and 
David, the covenant made with the people of Israel on Mount Sinai, and the 
promises that Christ makes to us in the New Covenant. We’re also exploring 
each topic through activities, Bible passages, and music to better understand 
what God’s promises mean for us as individuals and as a community. These 
sessions are fun and interactive! 

Classes are for all ages! Join us at 10:00am Sunday, August 6th for the final 
‘WE’ Summer Sundays together! 

FALL SUNDAYS BEGIN 
Fall Sunday School Kicks Off on 

August 20th 

We’re officially kicking off fall 

Sunday School! With our new 

Sunday School classes beginning 

August 20th we’re looking forward 

to new learning opportunities, 

discussions and fellowship. Turn 

to page 5 for a full line up of all of 

our new classes – from elementary 

& youth classes to adult learning! 

 

 

MOBILE BLOOD DRIVE 
OneBlood at PoP, August 5th 

8:30am-1:00pm 

During the Back-to-School Health & 

Safety Fair, OneBlood will be on-site at 

Prince of Peace to receive your donation 

of whole blood. We encourage those who 

are donors to stop by on this day. If you 

are able, become a new donor! One 

donation can save three lives – we’ll see 

you there! 
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Children’s Choir Begins with New Director 

Elementary youth are invited to participate in the 
Children’s Choir which meets from 6:15pm-7:15pm on 
Wednesdays beginning August 16th. Learn about more 
learning opportunities for children and youth on page 5! 

We are welcoming a new director this year. Holly 
Noordhoek will be joining the staff in a part-time role 
as our new Children’s Choir Director. After graduating 
from Westminster Choir College, Holly taught music at 
Curtis Fundamental for more than 20 years. Over the years, Holly has also 
been involved with children's music ministries at many area 
congregations. Please give her a warm welcome! 

TOP REASONS FOR JOINING THE PARISH CHOIR 

10. You’re running out of clean clothes, and the robe saves on laundry 

  9. You want to make sure you always have a seat 

  8. You’ve just been selected for jury duty, and you want to get used to  
        sitting with a group of people. 

  7. The collection basket is never passed to the choir. 

  6. There’s a clock being installed in the back of the church and you want  
       to know when one hour has passed. 

  5. For years you have wanted to know who sits in the back of the church  
      but were afraid to turn around and look. 

  4. You’ve been known to nod off during the service and don’t want others  
      to see you. 
  3. The chairs for the choir are padded and are the most comfortable  
      chairs in the church. 

  2. Your favorite movie is Sister Act. 

And the only reason you really SHOULD want to join the church choir: 

  1. You have a desire to serve God through music! 

Rehearsals for the Parish Choir are Wednesday evenings starting August 
16th from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. Come for supper, then work it off during 
choir! You might even enjoy attending an adult class between eating and 
exercising. For more info, contact Parish musician Don Rolander: 
727.585.9969 or don@poplargo.org. 

Hometown Solutions for Living with Dementia 

Tuesday, August 29th | 9:30am – 2:30pm in the Parish Hall and COC 

Join Ruth’s Promise Adult Day Program for a free Caregiver Strategy Day.  
Life with dementia can be an adventure. Join Dr. Cate, Dementia Coach and 
Terri Ziegler, RN for a day of guidance and resources. A full day of respite 
will be offered at Ruth’s Promise. Boxed lunches will be provided. Please 
RSVP to hold your spot and to reserve respite care. You may call Dr. Cate 
at 813-384-7571 or Terri at 727-365-1866. Encourage friends and 
neighbors who would find this day helpful to join us. 

  

With our annual health and safety 
fair just a few days away, we’ll need 
ample school supplies. If you are 
able, please provide a few: 3-prong 
pocket folders, notebook paper, #2 
pencils, colored pencils, erasers, 
markers, crayons & more. A full list is 
available in the Narthex. 

We also welcome monetary 
donations to go towards the purchase 
of school supplies for the upcoming 
fair. Thanks be to God for your 
generosity! 

FIRST FRUITS – RECAP 

A tithe from all bequests goes to First 
Fruits 

Each month, the Service Commission 
selects organizations for the 
Congregation Council to assist through 
First Fruits. In the months of May & 
June, Council approved gifts to: 

$300 | ST. PETERSBURG 

FREE CLINIC 

The St. Petersburg Free Clinic is a 
caring organization that helps to 
meet basic, unserved human needs 
through resources, volunteers & 
advocacy. The clinic provides 
temporary assistance for those in 
need of the basics – food, shelter, 
health care and more. 

$200 | MISSION PARTNERS 100 

– FLORIDA BAHAMAS SYNOD 
First Fruits donation was given to St. 
Johns Lutheran Church in 
Jacksonville to help restore a house 
that provided temporary housing to 
legal immigrants. 

$250 | GLOBAL HEALTH 

MINISTRIES 
This grassroots network of people 
provides financial and material 
support as well as consulting to 
Lutheran healthcare programs in 
developing countries. 

mailto:don@poplargo.org
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THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING. That is 
the theme of next summer’s ELCA 

Youth Gathering in Houston. The 
theme is based on Ephesians 2:8, 

“For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God.” 

In baptism we have been given the gift of faith and it indeed 
has changed everything for us. This year as we prepare for 
The Gathering, we will be reflecting on what this gift of 
grace means for how we live our lives.  

Every three years high school youth from ELCA 
congregations gather for a time of worship, service, and 
learning. It is an amazing opportunity to gather with close 
to 30,000 other Christian youth. Those of you who have 
been around the congregation for a few years probably can 
remember the youth preparing for one of these gatherings; 
it is a yearlong process. We will engage in study, service, 
and planning as we prepare for our trip to Houston next 
summer. Part of the process is also receiving financial 
support from the congregation.  

In light of this gift of grace, we are preparing for The 
Gathering a bit differently this time around. Many of you 
have probably attended a spaghetti dinner or car wash 
raising money for our youth to go on one of these trips. 
Thank you for your support in these endeavors. But this 
year we are hoping to turn our focus outwards towards our 
community. We are hoping that the congregation will 
support the youth as they reach out and serve our 
community. I know that is a bit confusing so let me try and 
give an example. 

In the past we may have had a spaghetti dinner in which 
congregation members attended, paid for their meal and 
maybe donated a few extra dollars to help the youth meet 
their goal. This year we are hoping that instead 
congregation members will give money to the youth and 
the youth will serve the community.

For instance, preparing a spaghetti meal for folks who 
would be unable to eat without help from our youth.  

PREVIOUS YEARS: Congregation  gave money to youth  
youth served congregation 

THIS YEAR: Congregation  gives money to youth  youth 
serves the community 

Our youth will be getting into groups of two or three and 
each group will plan an event in our community over the 
coming year. We hope to have at least five of these 
opportunities for our youth to serve our community in the 
year ahead. Your support of these service opportunities will 
help to provide for our youth headed to The Gathering.  

We hope to send somewhere between 10 and 15 youth to 
the gathering next summer. The youth group has been 
saving the last couple of years from your donations to 
events such as the golf tournament and the Ribfest. We will 
need to continue to raise money in the upcoming year to 
provide the needed support for this trip. Registration for 
each youth is $350, travel will be close to $350, hotels will 
be around $300 per youth. These are the major costs that 
are a part of making this faith building experience a reality 
for our youth. 

I would like to extend my thanksgiving to you for the ways 
that you have faithfully supported our youth over the years. 
Through mentoring, financial giving, and teaching, this 
congregation has helped to provide our youth with a place 
where they can learn and grow in their faith.

AUGUST BAPTISMS  

Gabrielle Adams Rick Christie Sue Hanke Maria LeBlanc Franklin Pemberton 

Frank Beekman Lynn Conlen Joseph Haraschak Agnes Liska Donald Rolander 

Zach Bello Jennifer Cox Jacquelyn Hartmann Hans Mathre June Rothfuss 

Jason Blank Donna Domalske Richard Johnson Michele Mathre Don Simons 

Alex Bluett Duke Fields Chris Koberna Max Millspaugh Marcy Streicher 

Janet Brewster Gloria Gerlach Alessandra Koths Sierra Mitchell  

Michael Brewster Nathan Gray Zachary Koths Lauren Murphy  

Susan Cherwien Ken Hanke Jason LeBlanc Sherry Paulson  

 

  

ELCA 2018 YOUTH GATHERING 

Hospital Stays/Surgeries 

Eleanor Hawkinson      Bret Bretnall      Jason Roe      Donna Finney 

Ralph Wilkowski     Leona Lazarchik 

Deaths 

Bob Hammer 

Arthur Russell 
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Fall Learning & Education for All 

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FALL 
Since last fall we have been observing the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  In our adult learning times on Wednesdays and Sundays, we 
have studied Luther’s 95 Theses, worked our way chapter-by-chapter through 
Romans and reviewed just what makes us Lutheran Christians.   We have even 
turned aside at a special time to study Lutheran Christian martyr Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s “Life Together.”  

In the coming weeks we will explore not only our Lutheran reformation roots, we 
will also consider how what we know as “reformation” is much bigger than just our 
Lutheran tribe. There will be other opportunities for learning together as well. 

Here is how we’ll get started in August. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 20TH 
Elementary youth will gather in the Learning Center and begin with music time 

in the Orange Room before heading out to their lessons. Middle School Youth 

will be upstairs in the Community Outreach Center.  

High school youth will meet upstairs in the Youth Room for our Faith and Film 

Class. Over the course of three-four weeks, we will watch a feature film split 

into 30-minute segments. Each week, we will discuss the movie and its 

relevancy to our faith and scripture. Don’t forget to grab some freshly popped 

popcorn on the way in! 

WEDNESDAY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 
Our Confirmation ministry for middle school youth will resume its Wednesday 

meetings on August 16th in the Parish Hall with an orientation session for 

parents and students. Classes will continue on Wednesday nights from 6:15pm 

to 7:15pm upstairs in the COC. High School Youth are invited to join in Bible 

Study and youth group on Wednesday nights from 6:15pm - 7:15pm upstairs 

in the youth room in the COC. 

PRAYING WITH THE 

REFORMERS 
As we enter late summer and early 
fall, we will be learning more together 
of that tidal wave change in the 
Church that took place 500 years ago. 
History calls it the Reformation. 

In various ways over the past year, we 
have been pondering this period and 
its influence on us today. And yes, 
during our adult learning time soon, 
we will continue with a study of 
Luther and his day.  But we will also 
be learning about other brave 
grandparents in the faith from that 
period. 

What better way to learn more of 
other participants in that Church 
change than to pray with them.  In the 
coming weeks we will be offering 
on Sundays a small paperback 
book of prayers written by John 
Calvin, Thomas Cranmer, Martin 
Luther, John Wycliffe and many 
more.  You can use it in your 
personal devotion time, share it 
with a friend, as you wish. 

Each prayer includes a scripture 
reference. There are also brief 
descriptions of each reformer. We will 
have these books near the sanctuary. 
The cost is $7. 

MEETINGS & UPDATES 

WELCA Board 

Next Meeting: 3:00pm 

August 28th 

Upcoming Circle Meetings 

(in the COC) 

Naomi Circle | 10:30am, August 7th 

Please contact your circle leader to 

learn more about date and event 

information. 

Quilt Tying – August 16th  

Currently meeting at 9am in the 

Parish Hall on third Wednesdays. 

SUNDAY [AUG. 20-27] 
The Reformers 

For several weeks, we will learn of 

other men whose influence in the 

reformation period helped turn the 

church in new directions. In August 

we will be considering the work of 

John Wycliffe and Jan Hus. From 

Oxford to Prague these early 

reformers active in our Lord’s 

Church faced stiff opposition, but 

they were strong voices advocating 

the centrality of scripture. Let’s 

learn more of these men who lived 

decades before Luther’s birth. 

WEDNESDAY [AUG. 16-30] 
Reformation Roots 

What prompted Martin Luther to 

take the stand that he did?  Who 

were the people who influenced 

him?  Who opposed him?  And 

what about those other 

“reformations?” In this series we 

will learn more of our own 

Lutheran roots and discover how 

the other branches of our Lord’s 

Church started to grow. 
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WEDNESDAYS TOGETHER RESUMES THIS MONTH 

It all started nearly 28 years ago as a trial run to 
support our Wednesday Evening Confirmation, 
the Alleluia Children’s Choir, and our adult class. 
Prince of Peace staff organized the first dinner, 
set the table, served spaghetti and even washed 
the dishes! We hoped to serve a little more than 
25 people and ended up serving nearly 60! Our 
trial event has turned into a ministry of family, 
friendship, fellowship and Christian education.  

But it’s YOU – our volunteers – who have served and continue to 
serve this ministry to make it all possible. Thanks be to God! If you’d 
like to become a part of our Wednesdays Together volunteer team, 
check out the sidebar for more details on getting involved. 

 

THE STEADY RHYTHM OF CHRISTIANS BEING CHRISTIANS 

For many years we have described our lives in Christ Jesus here at Prince of Peace with 
words of Mission and Vision. You see them on newsletters, bulletins, reports, etc. 

But we also have defined how we live our lives in Christ Jesus in a particular way as well.  
We WORSHIP, PRAY, STUDY, INVITE, ENCOURAGE, GIVE AND SERVE.  For us that’s what 
living in Christ looks like. Put that lens up against all our communications with all that 
we do, and you will see those discipleship practices. 

As Jesus’ people, we seek to live faithfully and actively. Monthly at PoP we have a 
particular giving and serving emphasis.  Weekly we worship, study and pray together.  
Daily we do so on our own.  I hear of your encouraging one another and many others 
regularly.  Thankfully, you are inviting others to come here, and when you see folk you 
do not know, you are “inviting” them by greeting them warmly, intentionally. 

I raise this blessed description before you as a reminder that there are times in the year 
when we make an extra effort to INVITE, STUDY, GIVE, SERVE AND ENCOURAGE 
TOGETHER. These major events in our life require additional preparations far ahead 
and a great storehouse of energy, not to mention patience, many participants, and much 
prayer.   

“Go and Do Likewise” in Lent – Two days where we all go out serving needs in the 
community together 

Vacation Bible School – A time where youth and adults welcome children from 
throughout the community here to learn of our Lord and to play in God’s presence 

Health and Safety Fair – One long morning where we serve sometimes 1,000+, 
providing for back to school needs and resources for helping parents and children for 
the year ahead 

Night in Bethlehem – A night when we literally take “Bethlehem” to Largo Central 
Park and share the good news of Christ our Lord  

We space these large events months apart so that we may prepare and re-energize.  But 
so many of us are SO busy each week and each month serving our Lord in countless way.  
Let us take time to thank God for these blessed opportunities and pray that through our 
efforts more may come to know the One who is our life, our all in all.  Thanks be to God! 

~Pastor Joe ~ 

LIVING IN CHRIST SMALL 

GROUP MINISTRIES 

Wednesdays Together Returns 
Join Our Team 

We’re looking for new people to join 
our team in August. We’ll need cooks 
and helping hands for setup and 
breakdown – many hands make 
light work. Volunteer as your time 
allows. Contact Faye: 727.585.9969 

Gardening Angels 
7am-9am, Tuesdays at PoP 

Help plant, trim, cut back, weed, 
and pick up debris on our church 
property. Join this co-ed group for a 
little work, lots of laughs, fun and 
fellowship. Call Tom: 727.244.3373. 

Walking in Faith 
8am, Thursdays at Taylor Park 

Take an early morning stroll in the 
park – walk at your own pace with a 
lively group of friends! Meet us at 
Shelter 1. The walk takes just under 
an hour, then we’re off to Panera 
Bread on West Bay for bagels and 
coffee! Put on your walking shoes, 
and join us! Call the Church Office 
for more info: 727.585.9969 

Grief Support 
3pm on 3rd Thursdays at Denny’s 

Folks find meaning in this shared 
experience of getting together 
monthly. All are welcome. Contact 
Jane: 727.585.9969. 

Habitat for Humanity 
8am on 1st Saturdays 

Love to serve? Volunteer on first 
Saturdays! Contact Charlie: 
727.559.1131. 

Men’s Bible Study 
8am on 2nd & 4th Saturdays 

The men gather in the Community 
Outreach Building for coffee, 
conversation & study. Contact Tom 
Olson: deuchtlo9@frontier.com. 

Homeless Empowerment Prog. 
11:15am on 4th Saturdays 

PoP assists HEP and serves in the 
buffet line. No special skills are 
needed – just come and serve! 
Contact the Church Office for more: 
727.585.9969.

MORE HAPPENINGS FOR YOU 

Booked for Dessert – August 17th at 7pm in the Parish Hall 
This month we’re reading, Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 
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We celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday at 8:45AM and 11:00AM. We have a fully-staffed childcare center 

for infants, toddlers and children under 4 years old available on Sundays from 8:30AM to 12:15PM. Coffee and 

fellowship follows 8:45AM worship, with Sunday School from 10-10:50AM. Visit us online: www.poplargo.org. 

Worship at Prince of Peace 

We began planning in January, and over the past seven months we’ve watched the 

transformation from preschool playground to a gathering place for meditation and 

community. 

Many of our updates included such work as the removal of the beloved oak tree and 

tons of rubber mulch, remedial work on the soil, transplanting of three landscape 

trees, installation of the walkway, the construction of two raised beds for butterfly 

bushes, potted decorative trees and plants, the addition of benches, the erection of the 

new pergola, trellises inserted for climbing plants, and of course, more than 150 

engraved pavers placed with loving care and prayer. 

We are so very blessed and thankful to all who have contributed in any way to this 
beautiful, sacred space. 

PEACE GARDEN AND COMMEMORATIVE WALKWAY 


