
 
 

 
 

 

17TH ANNUAL CHILDREN’S BACK-TO-SCHOOL HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR 

Saturday, August 5th | 9am-12pm at Prince of Peace 

It’s that time – we’re gearing up for our annual Health and Safety Fair! As 

the time draws near, there is so much to look forward to! 

It’s an exciting weekend just before the first official bell of the 2017-2018 

school year, and there’s no better time than this to get refreshed and 

adequately prepared for the new school year ahead. At PoP’s annual back-to-

school Health and Safety Fair everyone is welcome, and there is no charge! 

Invite friends and neighbors! 

Children and youth will receive free school physicals (registration required and 

parent/legal gardian must accompany), free hair cuts, ample school supplies 

(while they last), and information from more than 30 community providers. 

WE NEED YOU! 

We’ll need volunteers of all ages in all 

areas of the campus. Look for the 

school bus on page 2 to learn just 

how you can be involved in this 

blessed adventure the Lord has 

allowed us to experience with all 

throughout our community. 

If you’re interested in providing 

supplies for the annual Health & 

Safety Fair, find the other little 

school bus on page 5 to know 

more about how to get involved.  
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PRINCE OF PEACE | July 2017 News 

CONNECT WITH POP! 

Facebook.com/poplargo 

Twitter.com/pastorjoepop 

HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT: 

▪ Face Painting 

▪ Clowns & Games 

▪ After School Programs 

▪ School Supplies 

▪ Largo Recreation 

▪ Parks & Arts 

▪ Girl & Boy Scout 
Registration 

▪ Healthy “Good-for-You” 
Snacks 

▪ & More!! 

mailto:info@poplargo.org
http://www.poplargo.org/


 2 

 

Wednesdays in the Park Continues!

WEDNESDAYS IN THE PARK 
Summers Together at Taylor Park 

Although Wednesdays Together 
is officially over, the fun and 
fellowship doesn’t have to stop. 
Join us at Taylor Park each 
Wednesday at 5:30pm during the 
summer months! 

Each week, we’ll gather at Taylor Park for an informal picnic with friends, 
fun, and fellowship. Bring your favorite meal. The last Wednesday of each 
month will always be a special day! 

MATTHEW, MISSION & A MEAL 
3M Mondays | $10/week | Ongoing through summer months 

This summer we are inviting our 
middle and high school youth to 
participate in Matthew, Mission & A 
Meal Mondays. It’s an opportunity to 
gather from 8:30am to 5:30pm for 
a full day of activity! Each week, we 
have a service project in the 
community, a meal out at a 
restaurant, and a study on the book 
of Matthew. The afternoons also include relaxing at the Church, watching 
movies, and other fun activities. Friends are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 

Helping to lead these summer activities is Nicole Gonzalez, our summer 
youth and family ministry intern.  

VOLUNTEER FOR THE ANNUAL 

HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR! 
PoP’s annual HSF will be a great 
success with your help: 

HSF Setup, 9am August 4th 
We’ll need extra hands to help set 
up the Hall, kitchen and medical 
rooms. 

HSF Setup 
7:30am-9:00am August 5th 
The early bird catches the worm! 
Help us complete set-up to get 
ready for our big day ahead! 

Break Down/Clean Up 
August 5th, 12pm after the HSF 
This crew will help us round up all 
of the materials, tables, and dust 
that we’ve stirred up throughout the 
day! 

MORE WAYS TO SERVE 

▪ Spanish interpreters and smiling 
faces to welcome our dear friends 
from the community 

▪ Face painters and clowns 
▪ Donate new and gently used books 

for all ages 
▪ Prayers for the event day and all 

who will attend 
▪ Fair day is a great day to wear 

your PoP shirt! 

For more information, contact Faye 

or Jane in the Church Office: 

727.585.9969. You may also sign up 

on Sunday’s attendance cards and 

under the Portico 

*Find the yellow school bus on page 

5 for information on how you can 

help provide HSF supplies. 

 
Don’t miss this year’s health & safety fair! 

SUMMER CAMP | JULY 16 – 22, 2017 

Our elementary, middle and high school youth will be heading to camp at 

Luther Springs and Lutherock the week of July 16-22. Please keep them in 
your prayers as they share in this experience together. Thank you to all who 

have helped to make this camp experience possible. 

SUMMER VACATION! 
During the Summer months, the following groups will not meet: Healthy 
Lifestyles, PoPTARTS, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Game Day, Girl Scouts, and Sons of 
Norway. Thanks be to God for providing wonderful resources for our community 
to take part throughout the year. Please contact the Church Office for all group 
changes. 
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Summer VBS “Thank You” 

What a great week of VBS! Nearly 100 children from 
Prince of Peace, our preschool and our community 
gathered for five full days of learning and fun. 

We’d like to give a BIG THANK YOU to our almost 40 
youth helpers and our nearly two dozen adult 
volunteers. It would not have been possible without all 
of their help and without your help in providing supplies! 

OUR NEW PARISH BOOKKEEPER 

Our own Linda Greilick is now serving as our 
part-time bookkeeper. Some of us know that 
during her fulltime career, Linda worked for 
different corporations in their accounting 
departments. We are blessed to have her now 
handling the weekly financial matters of our 
congregation. For years Linda has been active 
ringing bells, assisting in worship, serving in 
women’s ministries and much more. 

I encourage us all, if we have questions regarding financial matters, to give 
a call and ask for Linda on her days in the Church Office: Monday and Thursday.  

-Pastor Joe- 

Then volunteer for PoP’s print production 
team! 

Whether you’re a NOVICE 
or a digital printing GURU, 
we’ll help you learn the 
ropes!  

Become a volunteer to assist the 
Church Office with weekly, monthly 
or seasonal bulletin and newsletter 
print production! We’d love to have 
you as a part of our team that 
organizes materials and manages the 
print process. Contact Kaye in the 
Church Office: 727.585.9969 OR 
kaye@poplargo.org. 

ENDOWMENT BOARD 

AWARDS GRANTS 

This year Prince of Peace 
Endowment Board is pleased to 
announce that the congregation's 
helpful outreach into the wider 
community will be aided by the 
award of grants to two worthy 
organizations - ALOA (Adult 
Lutherans Organized for Action) and 
the NOVUS Way Mission Possible 
Appeal. 

ALOA will receive $500. to 
increase and expand services to 
adults age 50+, to empower 
congregations to increase ministries 
by, with, and for this age group, and 
to increase program materials and 
training for these congregations. 

Mission Possible for NOVUS 
Way will receive slightly over 
$6,300 to help secure future needs 
and programs for Luther Springs and 
Luther Rock for the Florida Bahamas 
Synod. Chapel and meeting spaces, 
expanded educational opportunities, 
and even the physical entrance to the 
camp will be served by this gift. 

Generous gifts and bequests from 
members and friends of Prince of 
Peace have enabled the Board, over 
the years, to extend the mission of 
the Church to "do good in the world" 
as Jesus would have us do. 

WE: The Unshakable Promise 

This summer, our Sunday morning classes 
meet collectively as adults, youth, and families 
learn together about the promises that God 
makes to His people through covenants.  

We are learning about the covenants that God made with Noah, Abraham, 
and David, the covenant made with the people of Israel on Mount Sinai, and 
the promises that Christ makes to us in the new covenant. We’re also 
exploring each topic through activities, Bible passages, and music to better 
understand what God’s promises mean for us as individuals and as a 
community. These sessions are fun and interactive! 

Classes are for all ages! Join us at 10:00am Sunday mornings in the Parish 
Hall for an intergenerational approach to Christian learning and growth. 
Sessions continue through August 6th!  

“WE” SUMMER SUNDAYS TOGETHER CONTINUES 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING MEETING 
12:15pm, July 9th in the Parish Hall 

The ELCA Youth Gathering is June 27 - July 1, 2018, but the 

planning starts now! The Gathering is for those who will be 

in the 8th-12th grades during the 2017-2018 school year.  

On Sunday, July 9th at 12:15pm there will be an informational meeting for 

the ELCA Youth Gathering. Lunch will be provided for the meeting which will 

last about an hour. 
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JULY BAPTISMS  

Betty Acker Kristin Campbell Chelsea Johnson Robert Mc Laren Norbert Richter 

Kimball Adams Lee Dreger Nathan Johnson Carol Millspaugh Karl Strinka 

Vivian Adams Dee Frederick Louis Kish Steven Olson Frances Stutzka 

Margaret Bello Gail Grebe Pauline Koberna Katherine Potter Joyce Surplus 

Bill Bieltz Linda Greilick Sylvia Lehr Mark Prater Margo Walbolt 

Jacqueline Blank Herta Hawkins Judy Lorenz Ron Press  

Elizabeth Brauer Linda Henderson Leah Marshall Jean Quinn  

DJ Brown Amanda Johnson Zachary Marshall Rev. Dr. Eric Rauch  

 

  

WELCOME, POP’S NEWEST MEMBERS 

Hospital Stays/Surgeries 

Kaye Marudas      Gloria Whisler      Carol Turrell      David Webb 

George Forsyth        Bret Bretnall      Joe Skodjie      Tracy Hammer 

Deaths 

Tom Hazel 

 

MARVIN (MARV) AND LINDA ODETTE divide their time between Bourbonnais, IL 
and Largo, FL. Marv and Linda are both retired; Marv was a heavy equipment 
mechanic, and Linda worked as a medical receptionist. Marv’s interests include 
sports and bowling while Linda enjoys sewing and quilting. 

Friendship family: Ed & Sally Evans 

GEORGE AND ARDITH FORSYTH are from Nevada, Iowa. George’s hobbies 
include gardening, bicycling, singing and wood-working while Ardith enjoys 
Harmony Clothing Closet, flower gardening, cooking and being a grandma to 
her four grandchildren. George is a retired civil engineer and Ardith is a retired 
dietitian. 

Friendship family: Rex & Janice Frye  

CELIA MORSE, or “CiCi” to family and friends, moved to Florida from Brooklyn 
NY. She’s been an owner of clothing shops in downtown St. Petersburg, FL and 
retired after 15 years to spend more time with her two children. Her interests 
include decorating, reading and walking. 

Friendship family: Judy Keyser 

REVEREND THOMAS WEITZEL is from Dayton, Ohio. He retired as an ELCA 
pastor but remains active in leadership of the Transition Ministry for the 
Florida-Bahamas Synod, which includes mentoring interim pastors. Reverend 
Thomas’ interests include music, genealogy, writing, and reading history, 
fiction, and sci-fi books. 

Friendship family: Don & Frankie Rogers  

JACK AND LINDA ZACHOW are originally from Minnesota. Jack’s interests include 
golf and traveling. He works as a real estate and insurance attorney for Old 
Republic State. Linda is a retired social worker. She enjoys reading, traveling, 
and west coast swing dance. 

Friendship family: John & Dorothy Luetzow  
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Just an update from our Living in Christ Ministries 

A TIE IN TIME SAVES MORE THAN NINE! 
Quilt tying is still happening! The day has moved, but we tie on! Join us this 

summer in the Parish Hall at 9:00am on the third Wednesday of the month – 

July 19th & August 16th. Our 105 quilts sent to the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

distribution center in Maryland this past February were already shipped to Peru 

on April 27th. Due to flooding in March, an estimated 21,653 Peruvians across 

the country found themselves in need. With help from Caritas del Peru, LWR’s 

partner in Peru, Mission Quilts, have been distributed particularly to the elderly, 

abandoned women, children, and people living with disabilities.   

As you can see, the need is phenomenal! Our work must go on. Our PoP quilting group especially appreciates donations 

of fabric to piece the quilt tops together. Sheets for backing and funds to purchase quilt bunting are always welcome. If 

you can tie a knot, join us on the upcoming Wednesdays to create some quilts. As you can see, “A Tie in Time Saves 

More than Nine!” Contact Linda Greilick at 727.595.9623 if you have questions. 

PRACTICAL GRACE IN CAREGIVING SUPPORT GROUP – JULY 25TH 
This unique support group integrates scripture and prayer guideposts, as the group 
discusses the joys and challenges of caregiving. This support group is open to 
the community and is led by Dr. Cate McCarty, a dementia coach with decades of 
experience and training in promoting an optimized life for individuals and families 
dealing with dementia. There is no fee, and adult care is available at Ruth’s Promise 
with an RSVP to Terri Ziegler. Practical Grace meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday. 

To get involved or for more information, contact Terri today: 727.365.1866 or 
tmsziegler@gmail.com.

 

 
 

SERVICE COMMISSION COLLECTING 

SUPPLIES FOR THE ANNUAL HSF 
With our annual health and safety fair 

swiftly approaching in August, we’ll also 

need ample school supplies. If you are able, 

please provide a few! Look for the sign in the 

Narthex, which includes a list of items 

needed. 

We also welcome monetary donations to go 

towards the purchase of school supplies for 

the upcoming fair. 

Thanks be to God for your generosity! 

SUMMER SINGERS 

Join others over the summer 

who enjoy leading worship in 

song. Just show up in the Choir 

Room (off the west parking lot) 

at either 8:25am or 10:40am 

for a brief warm-up in a cool 

environment! 

 

CIRCLE UPDATES 

WELCA Board 

Next Meeting: 3:00pm | August 28th 

Upcoming Circle Meetings (in 

the COC) 

Miriam Circle | 7pm, July 10th  

Naomi Circle | 10:30am, August 7th 

Please contact your circle leader to 

learn more about date and event 

information. 

 
THRESHERS BASEBALL & FIREWORKS – JULY 3RD 
5pm-7:30pm | $15 – Spectrum Field 

It’s time for our annual trip to the baseball game, followed by a wonderful 
fireworks show! Enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs, chips and drinks. There’s 
also a great playground to keep the little ones busy. Join the fun, and sign 
up on Sunday’s attendance card! For more information, contact Faye in 
the Church Office: 727.585.9969. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

- Discussed formation of a records retention task group to sort through older 
documents pursuant to the synodical guidelines 

- Considered Linda Greilick’s position on Council in light of her new role as our 
part-time bookkeeper; encouraged her to remain on Council 

- Discussed possible mission and vision work in the new year 

- Approved First Fruits gift for Global Health Ministries, which coordinates the 
supply of health supplies, working with Lutheran health care projects overseas 

- Learned of Endowment Fund’s grants to Association of Lutheran Older Adults 
and the Mission Possible appeal for Luther Springs and Lutherock 

 

CELEBRATE OUR PAST/BUILD OUR FUTURE FINALE 

What started with months of 

preparation over three years ago 

has officially come to a close. The 

Celebrate our Past Build our 

Future appeal has enabled us to 

develop our God-given facilities 

for ministries now and to prepare 

us for unknown opportunities in 

the future. 

Along with constructing a new Learning Center, the funds have helped us to 

make “like new” our older facilities.  A splendid Peace Garden now welcomes 

folk into our campus. New paint, carpeting and cabinetry greet us and all of 

the community groups who use our facilities. New connectivity and furnishings 

bring our welcoming space into this decade. 

Come here on weeknights, and you will often see most of the rooms of the 

Community Outreach Center occupied, along with other buildings.  During 

Vacation Bible School the Learning Center provided a new and very helpful 

space for the younger ones who attended. 

Thanks be to God for all gifts to our Lord during the “Celebrate...Build” effort. 

While the official 3-year Appeal period ended June 30, many of us have 

continued our additional giving.  At our annual meeting later in the year, we 

will summarize our status once again, as we did in last year’s meeting.   

May we continue to walk in our Lord’s light, seeking always with all we have 

and all we are to serve the Lord and share with other friends each day the 

goodness of God. 

~Pastor Joe ~ 

LIVING IN CHRIST SMALL 

GROUP MINISTRIES 

Gardening Angels 
7am-9am, Tuesdays at PoP 

Help plant, trim, cut back, weed, 
and pick up debris on our church 
property. Join this co-ed group for a 
little work, lots of laughs, fun and 
fellowship. Call Tom: 727.244.3373. 

Walking in Faith 
8am, Thursdays at Taylor Park 

Take an early morning stroll in the 
park – walk at your own pace with a 
lively group of friends! Meet us at 
Shelter 1. The walk takes just under 
an hour, then we’re off to Panera 
Bread on West Bay for bagels and 
coffee! Put on your walking shoes, 
and join us! Call the Church Office 
for more info: 727.585.9969 

Grief Support 
3pm on 3rd Thursdays at Denny’s 

Folks find meaning in this shared 
experience of getting together 
monthly. All are welcome. Contact 
Jane: 727.585.9969. 

Habitat for Humanity 
8am on 1st Saturdays 

Love to serve? Volunteer on first 
Saturdays! Contact Charlie: 
727.559.1131. 

Men’s Bible Study 
8am on 2nd & 4th Saturdays 

The men gather in the Community 
Outreach Building for coffee, 
conversation & study. Contact Tom 
Olson: deuchtlo9@frontier.com. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
8am on 3rd Saturdays 

Meet us in the Parish Hall for 
breakfast and fellowship.  

Homeless Empowerment Prog. 
11:15am on 4th Saturdays 

PoP assists HEP and serves in the 
buffet line. No special skills are 
needed – just come and serve! 
Contact the Church Office for more: 
727.585.9969. 

MORE HAPPENINGS FOR YOU 

Booked for Dessert – No July Meetup! 

Threshers Baseball & Fireworks – July 3rd @ 5pm 

End of Summer Pool Party & Picnic – Coming the end of July! 
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We celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday at 8:45AM and 11:00AM. We have a fully-staffed childcare center 

for infants, toddlers and children under 4 years old available on Sundays from 8:30AM to 12:15PM. Coffee and 

fellowship follows 8:45AM worship, with Sunday School from 10-10:50AM. Visit us online: www.poplargo.org. 

Worship at Prince of Peace 


