February 18, 2026
Ash Wednesday

We gather in silence.

WELCOME

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PSALM 51:1-17

(The congregation says verses in bold print.)

'"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

“Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

°For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

°Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.

’Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

'“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
""Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
'’Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.



'SLet me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

5O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
"°For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.

""The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of
life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts
of kindness; strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

A READING FROM ISAIAH 58:6-12

®1s not this the fast that | choose, says God:

to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
"ls it not to share your bread with the hungry

and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
®Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
?Then you shall call, and the LoRrD will answer;

you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here | am.”
If you remove the yoke from among you,

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of euvil,
'%if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
""The Lorb will guide you continually

and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong,
and you shall be like a watered garden,

like a spring of water whose waters never fail.
'2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God; word of life. Thanks be to God.
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LENTEN ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The good news of God’s love according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven. ?So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do, so that they may be praised by others. Truly
| tell you, they have received their reward. “But when you give alms, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

**And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. °But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

'““And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. '"But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, '®so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

"““Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; “°but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. “'For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
REFLECTION



HYMN OF THE DAY All Things of Dust

ACS 920 (alt tune)
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All things of dust to dust re -turn on earth and in the sky.

Lord, mark with dust and ash my brow so

Lord, mark up -on my brow this sign:
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The fish that leap, the birds that soar, the newborn young that play,
I share with all that breathe and burn, that flare and fade and tire
and at the touch of dust and ash a - wake my heart to view
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the leaves that fill the for-est floor re - vert to dust and clay.
yet by their wan-ing light dis-cern your own un- dy -ing fire.
how death it - self is but a flash that dies a- way in  you.

Text: Thomas H Troeger, b. 1945
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2009 Oxford University Press

INVITATION TO LENT
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, in which our life in
Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance
and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion
with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But
our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation,
so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor.
| invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’
death and resurrection.



CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault, by our own most grievous faulit,

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others
as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.

We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have
infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other
people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith
that is in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice
and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those
who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let our shame depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

People may come forward to receive the ashes. As the pastor marks your forehead with a
cross of ashes, he will say to you: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After those who desire ashes have received them, the pastor continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The pastor addresses the assembly.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.

You call us to return to you, steadfast God. Renew a right spirit within
the church and cleanse the hearts of your people. Strengthen us to
proclaim your gospel in word and deed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You sustain your creation, generous God. Supply all that is needful for
life to flourish. Teach us to live lightly upon the earth and to honor it as
our home. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You seek justice and peace, righteous God. Guide our efforts to rebuild
cities and homelands devastated by war, to provide welcome, help, and
safety to refugees, and to prosper negotiations that lead to lasting
peace among the nations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You care for all people, loving God. Heal any who are scarred by
violence, addiction, or trauma of any kind. Comfort those who grieve
and bring relief to any in pain. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



You gather this assembly, abiding God. Unite us in serving our

neighbors and working for justice. Send us as agents of your love to
those who are sick or suffering in any way.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You redeem us from death, faithful God. We give thanks for those who
served you in church and society. Bring us with all the saints into
everlasting joy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of
our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING HYMN Restore in Us, O God ELW 328
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the s - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.
Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food
but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name. Amen.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.

Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the Passover feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and
your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
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Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land
of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover from death
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and
on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast; grace our table with
your presence.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come receive food and drink for life’s journey. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN Come, Ye Disconsolate ELW 607
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earth has no SOr - row that heav’n can - not heal.

“Earth has no SOT - TOW that heav’n can - not cure.”
earth has no SO - TOW but heav’n can re - move.

Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Ilastings, 1784-1872, st. 3
Music: CONSOLATOR, Samuel Webbe Sr., 1740-1816

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew
us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor,
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we
may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING
You are God’s own people, holy, forgiven, and renewed.
May God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage, *+ and give you peace.

Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN Just As | Am, Without One Plea ELW 592
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 18161868

DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor
all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

We depart in silence.
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