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How very good and pleasant it is when sisters and brothers live together in unity! (Psalm 133.1)

January is the time to make...and then
reconsider...New Year’s resolutions. Changes
to food and drink. Good habits and bad ones.

As we begin a new year as a recently-merged
congregation, may | request that each of us
resolves to build relationships with people
from “the other church”? We are now one
congregation, but we don’t know each other’s
stories, achievements, or concerns.

Invite someone to go to lunch after worship.
Even better—invite them to your home.

As was the case last year, | want to spend the
month of January visiting with many of you
and getting to know you better. | especially
want to catch up with people who haven’t
been able to worship as regularly as they used
to. Don’t be surprised if you get a phone call
from me!

Other ways for us to strengthen our
relationships will come in some programs |
want to start or revive in this new year.

Now that we’re only having one service each
Sunday, | want us to add an education time on
Sunday mornings. Worship will be from 10:30
to 11:30; fellowship time from 11:30 to 12.
And then I’'m hoping many of you will stay on
for an All-Ages Education Hour.

| think we can figure out ways for our kids and
adults to learn from each other by turning our
fellowship halls into “one-room
schoolhouses.” We can work together to teach
Adair Hamilton (and remind ourselves) about
some of the basics of the Christian faith and

get her ready to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion. And then we can start getting her
brother Aaric ready for Confirmation. As we do
that, we can share with one another how we have
experienced the love of God in our lives.

In addition to the Education Hour, | want to start
a mid-week Grief Support Gathering.

So many of us are coping with the loss of a loved
one, whether it happened last year or a decade
ago. I'd like to provide us with an opportunity to
talk to one another and encourage each other.

I've purchased copies of a little book called “ABCs
of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for Everyday
Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith. It is a series of very
short reflections, covering topics from A to Z.

Those who are willing are encouraged to buy a
copy of the book from the church office for ten
dollars and read it over the next few months.
Each week we’ll get together to talk about what
we've read and how it impacted us.

And finally, | want to get a Small Group Ministry
up and running. I'm looking for people who are
willing to have six to eight people come to their
home or to some other quiet meeting place once
a month. Once | have the hosts, I'll work with
them to make a list of people to invite. | want to
intentionally put together people who don’t yet
know each other particularly well but might have
a lot in common.

With all of these projects, my prayer is that we
will start to worship together, work together, and
dream together—as one.

Your brother in Christ,

- Pr. Paul
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Notes from the Organ Bench

The Joy of Christmas has brought us together to worship Jesus in our
hearts. Epiphany 2026, through the hymns and songs of praise, will
cause us to be strengthened with His joy. | personally thank you, Choir, soloists, and
instrumentalists, for your time and commitment to the Music Ministry at
Trinity. May God bless you all as we enter into the New Year, 2026.

In His love,
- Ross Kimura

A Purposeful New Year

The man who goes into the new year without some priorities
governing his life and without some principles guiding his
behavior, is prey to the tempting, unimportant and
destructive things in life.

The new year is an opportunity to sort out the useless tasks
and plan for the important; to review the failures and resolve
to be successful; to take an inventory of causes and pledge life to purpose and
service. These being done, the new will truly be new, different and better.

Out In the Community!

On Dec 6™ we were able to participate in the first-ever Meadowlawn Christmas
Market! This was the second time we were able to participate with the
Meadowlawn Association in one of their community events, having previously joined
them for Trunk or Treat on October 25™. By taking part in community events, we
have the opportunity to become a more visible presence in the community.

Violet Prepost donated ornaments and other hand-crocheted items for sale, two
bicycles donated by Ted Hunt were won by local children, and Santa even stopped by
so he could get a selfie with Pastor Paul.

Winter Worship - Warm Hearts, Cold Days -
Even when the weather turns cold, our church family stays warm through worship, \
fellowship, and faith. Join us this Sunday and be reminded that there’s no better place

to find warmth than in God’s presence and among His people
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New Year, New Mercies

W “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an

y end; they are new every morning.” — Lamentations 3:22-23
As we step into 2026, we celebrate a fresh start and a faithful God. May this
new year be filled with His hope, peace, and purpose.
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Shared by Daryl Stewart

Reaclwy

“People Get Ready” is a 1965 single by the
Impressions, and the title track from the
People Get Ready album. The single is the
group’s best-known hit, reaching number
three on the Billboard R&B chart and
number 14 on the Billboard Hot 100. The
gospel-influenced track was a Curtis
Mayfield composition that displayed the
growing sense of social and political
awareness in his writing.

In 2021, Rolling Stone named “People Get
Ready” the 122nd greatest song of all
time. The song was included in the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame’s 500 Songs that

The Impressions

People Get

Various artists have covered the song,
including Bob Marley and the Wailers in
1965 and 1977, the Chambers Brothers in
1968, Bob Dylan in 1975, and Rod Stewart
and Jeff Beck in 1985. Australian group
Human Nature had a minor hit in
Australia with their version in 1997.

Composition

The gospel-influenced track was written
and composed by Curtis Mayfield, who
was displaying a growing sense of social
and political awareness in his writing.
Mayfield said, “That was taken from my
church or from the upbringing of

Shaped Rock and Roll. “People Get
Ready” was named as one of the Top 10 Best Songs of All
Time by Mojo music magazine, and was inducted into the
Grammy Hall of Fame in 1998. In 2015, the song was
selected for preservation in the National Recording
Registry due to its “cultural, historic, or artistic
significance”.

Martin Luther King Jr. named the song the unofficial
anthem of the Civil Rights Movement and often used the
song to get people marching or to calm and comfort them.

messages from the church. Like there’s no
hiding place and get on board, and images of that sort. |
must have been in a very deep mood of that type of
religious inspiration when | wrote that song.”

“People Get Ready” is in a long tradition of Black
American freedom songs that use train imagery, such as
“Wade in the Water”, “The Gospel Train”, and “Swing
Low, Sweet Chariot”. The idea comes from the spiritualist
idea that once one dies the soul goes in a journey to the
afterlife.

"People Get Ready"

People get ready So people get ready

There ain't no room So people get ready

There's a train a comin'
You don't need no baggage
You just get on board

All you need is faith

There'a a train to Jordan
Picking up passengers

There's a train a comin'
You don't need no baggage
You just get on board Coast to coast

All you need is faith Faith is the key

To hear the diesels hummin' Open the doors and board them
You don't need no ticket There's hope for all

You just thank the Lord Among those loved the most

For the hopeless sinner
Who would hurt all mankind
Just to save his own

Have pity on those whose
Chances grow thinner To hear the diesels hummin'
There's no hiding place Don't need no ticket
Against the Kingdom's throne You just thank the Lord

EYE FROM ABOVE: YAG LASER CAPSULOTOMY

YAG LASER CAPSULOTOMY ~ Possible Aftermath After Cataract Surgery....

This may be a bit off the typical gadget articles | write, but it’s very important
information regarding the possible aftermath of having necessary Cataract surgery.
Understand that while you’re reading this that I’'m not a Medical professional, but
highlighting my own experience and newly found knowledge. Cataract surgery is a
clouding of the natural lens in your eye that you are born with. This lens is normally
clear. When clouding occurs, it keeps light rays from passing through the lens and
focusing on the retina. The retina is a thin layer of nerve tissue that lines the inside of
the back of the eye and is sensitive to light. Cataracts become more of a noticeable
nuisance as we get older, typically after the age of 40. When they start to appear, they are the result of the proteins in
the lens of your eye breaking down and clumping together. This clump makes a cloudy area on your lens and is known
as a cataract. It result in blurry, hazy, or less colorful vision. Again, most cataracts happen due to natural changes in
your eyes as we get older. The typical medical remedy for cataracts is surgery resulting in a procedure to remove the
lens of the eye and, in most cases, replace it with an artificial lens. While this procedure is an immediate remedy it

Graphic credits: Google

(Continued on page 5)



Council Corner
Council Highlights

MISSION and MOVEMENT

The December meeting marked the second time that members from both Councils met
together. Following the opening prayer and devotions, updates from both campuses
were shared:

At the Downtown campus, issues with the Stamp Club’s leased space are being
researched, including possible water/mold concerns, with updates expected before the
January meeting. Until issues are resolved, the Stamp Club will be meeting on the third
floor. Guided tours of both campuses will be offered in January for the Council and
open to any member who might be interested in learning more about how space is
being used for ministry (a critical step in moving forward as a merged congregation): the
Downtown tour will follow the service on January 11"‘, and the Meadowlawn tour will
follow the service on January 18" .

At the Meadowlawn campus, the solar project was finalized in time for the IRS rebate,
and the Memorial Garden was discussed, emphasizing the need for accurate records
and preserving it as a holy space for whatever direction we take as a congregation.

Discussion items included the awarding of the Vision 2 Mission Dinner Church Grant

as a means for reaching out to non-members in our community. Pastor Paul
emphasized that a congregational team will need to be formed to learn about and lead
this ministry; more details will follow in the coming weeks. Additionally, components for
the City Church lease were finalized and will be presented to their church leaders for
review, prior to submitting it to our synod’s legal team. Preparation for the Annual
Congregational Meeting focused on defining council effectiveness, budget preparation,
and communication.

The Treasurer’s Report noted plans to consolidate to one finance team, maintain
current financial processes until the Annual Meeting, renew the QuickBooks
subscription, and to update council members’ preferred contact information.

Devotional Thought: “Life is like riding a bicycle; to keep your balance, you must keep

moving.” Albert Einstein .
Respectfully submitted,

Alan Due

Meadowlawn Campus

The sign in front of the Meadowlawn campus has
been updated. Special thanks to Azur H.Abdic and
Rob Carter, for installing the banner!

God reigns —

which is to come, the Almighty.
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Little Sparks
of Wisdom

“Belief is truth held in
the mind; faith is a fire
in the heart.”
—Joseph Fort Newton

“If you live right each
day, you will be neither
afraid of tomorrow nor
ashamed of yesterday.”
—E. C. McKenzie

"Worry is interest paid
on trouble before it
falls due.”

—Dean Inge

“You can accomplish
more in one hour with
God than in a lifetime
without him.”
—Author unknown

“Getting me into hot
water is often God's
way of keeping me
clean.”

—Ruth Zimmerman

When All Else Fails—God Reigns

When we deliberate, God reigns;
When we decide wisely, God reigns;
When we decide foolishly, God reigns;
When we serve God in humble loyalty, God reigns;
When we serve God self-assertively, God reigns;
When we rebel and seek to withhold our service,

The Alpha and the Omega, which is, and which was and

— William Temple at the Lamberth Conference, 1930
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Born and raised here in Sunny St. Pete! | grew
up with my grandparents (thanks to God forever
for that), and deeply immersed in our church, St.
Andrew Lutheran ELCA. My grandmother was
the church secretary and after my grandfather
retired from his mechanic job, he was the
groundskeeper/maintenance person. Needless
to say, | was there all the time (yes, scurrying all
over the place bare foot!).

When | was newly becoming an “independent”
young adult, my grandparents fell ill and passed
away. | lost everything, including my traditions, structure and faith. |
was down a lost path. Several years later, | decided | was going to
become a Rescue Swimmer and save lives. Against all odds, that’s
precisely what | did, as the only female rescue swimmer during that
time, for the entire Atlantic fleet.

Kelly Osborn

After my service, | moved to beautiful British Columbia where my
husband was from. When our marriage came to an amicable end, |
moved back here in 2019, just in time to enjoy all the things | missed
before the “circumstances” happened (covid). Silver lining is | spent
the time working on improving and restoring my true self, who had
been hiding very deep inside. It took a lot of work for her to re-
emerge.

| avoided going back to St. Andrew because | rejected being
ambushed by the emotions | knew would hurt so much, but | finally
did. Being rejoined with my roots restored my missing traditions and
faith. Alas, | wanted to visit other Lutheran churches. Trinity was the
first and only one because | immediately loved it, there was no
reason to search further. | am blessed to be with such a wonderful
congregation. | believe God “gave me” so many challenges in life
knowing I'd overcome them and return to Him as the best version of
myself.

(SKIDMORE: Continued from page 3)

may not be the final end to your problem. | had Cataract
surgery a couple of years ago and thought this issue was >

behind me only to learn that a YAG LASER

CAPSULOTOMY was now necessary in one eye. Yag Laser
Capsulotomy is a procedure to help you to see clearly after you’ve
had Cataract surgery. You may need this type of surgery because
months, or even years after Cataract surgery, your vision may get
fuzzy again. This happens when a membrane in your eye, known as
the posterior capsule, becomes cloudy. Unfortunately, since this
issue, while common, only happens in some cases, you may not be
advised of such a possible reoccurrence after your Cataract surgery.
The procedure takes less than a minute and does not require all the
pre/post preparation and care that Cataract surgery does. It also may
only happen in one of your eyes, and yes, | know of a recent case
where it happened days after the original Cataract surgery. So, | hope
this was informative and you never need to have this done!

- BOB SKIDMORE CORRESPONDENT
© 2025 BOB SKIDMORE ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Faith makes all things possible. |§
Love makes all things easy.
B Hope makes all things work.
L. { May you have all 3 as you begin &
' each day.

Fill in the blank to complete this verse from 2 Corinthians:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

Creation
Beginning
Season

A
B
C
D) Covenant

(ASH ‘L1:S SUBIIULIO)) T 338) Y Jamsuy

Christian Symbol:

SHIP — The Christian
church has long been
symbolized by a ship.
While the Old Testament
tells of Noah's ark
preserving righteous
people during the flood, the New Testament
recounts Jesus calming the storm that
battered the disciples’ fishing boat. St.
Ambrose described the church as a ship with
the cross as its mast, and others have
compared salvation to being drawn out of the
sea of death into the safety of the church
(ship). Indeed, many large churches are
constructed to represent a big boat, with the
main worship space called the nave — Latin
for ship.
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Notes from The Events Desk
Looking back —

Sadly, we started our year with the
sweet celebration of life service for
Zach Marzonie. However, we were
also able to follow that with a
wedding celebration for Brenden

and Kaylin. The third floor provided

event space for a Climate Conference,
ELIM Conference, Easter meal, bridal shower for choir
member, Danielle, as well as the weekly hot meal program
co-sponsored with Metropolitan Ministries. The 2™ floor
Van Horne hall held opportunities for weekly after-service
fellowship, after-concert receptions, Trinity’s 5" annual
Thanksgiving dinner, the AIDS Partnership Dinner, and
finally a lovely Christmas Eve reception, where the guys did
the clean-up. The Dude Crew, awesome!

The opportunity to enjoy musical offerings was made

available, while also doing some much needed fund-raising.

Our concert program featured a not-to-be-missed violin
duo; our always-awesome Brenden in “Wayfaring
Strangers”; and the “We’re Going Solar” celebration at the
Meadowlawn location featuring Pastor Paul on vocals and
Ross, hot on piano. It was a great night and a successful
fundraiser as well.

Trinity Downtown served once again as host location for
the St. Pete Pride Parade in June. Each year gets better as
we and our sister churches hone our actions to make Pride
a joyous, stress-free celebration, in spite of the sweltering
heat!

Trinity’s in-gatherings in 2025 focused on our relationship
with Lutheran Services Florida. We helped support the LSF
foster care program through our “Undies Sunday” (adult
and children’s underwear), “Baskets of Hope” (baby items
to support new foster parents), and our “Christmas

Church Membership Records & Directory

All of the “People Records” for individuals listed as “MEMBER” in Servant Keeper have been entered
into Shepherd’s Staff. We have found that many records are incomplete and that additional

information is housed in an Excel file, so before we print out the data sheets from Shepherd’s Staff,
we will go back and fill in some of the blanks with data from Excel.

THEN we will print out new data sheets and get them out to everyone for review.

Our goal is still to get all copies back showing either (a) corrections to be made or (b)

confirmation that everything is correct.

Once the data sheets are returned to us we will make any necessary corrections to your record in Shepherd’s
Staff. We will also enter the appropriate information into our online church directory, Universal Church

Directory.

The church directory also features a photo... so if you have one that you want us to use, you can return it

Boutique” (gifts for foster teens). What we gave had great
impact on the families that LSF serves.

Of course, our greatest achievement was the merging of
Trinity Downtown and Meadowlawn (formerly Hope). With
that we again got to celebrate “Seder Dinner” featuring the
culinary expertise of Tom Herzhauser, “Advent By
Candlelight”, “Trunk or Treat”, and a new Meadowlawn
experience, the "Holiday Market” in the park.

With not a lot of time to prepare a booth, Ted Hunt
donated two children’s bicycles for a drawing held at our
booth (see pictures on page 2); Violet crocheted miles of
yarn into Christmas items to sell; Pastor encouraged
children to enter the drawing for the bicycles (perhaps
encouraging them to enter even more than once—our
booth, our rules), and Leah shared her support while also
teaching folks about the availability of quality skin care
products.

The market was well-attended and we look forward to
expanding our participation in 2026, so....

Looking ahead -

As we look forward to a new year as a merged
congregation, the staff will figure out the everyday logistics
of how we will share, support, and do things together. It is
no small blessing that our combined staff members truly do
love one another...and that’s just a God-thing. We all know,
that doesn’t always happen. When people enjoy one
another’s company, respect the sharing of ideas, and share
a sense of humor that can smooth those bumps in the
road...well, | think that allows for a lot of good things ahead,
particularly in expanded worship, fellowship and shared
activities. We need not be afraid to trust an unknown
future to a known God. He is never going to lay out his map
of travel plans; he just wants to know we’re willing to ride
along with him...let’s have some fun along the way!

‘ SERVANTKEEPER®

with the form or email it to us! Anyone who is added to the church directory will receive an email with a
“Unique Identifier” which will enable you to access the directory — either on your computer (https://
directory.ucdir.com/) or on your smartphone (download from apple’s app store or from google play).
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Service Lectors Communion Assistants Altar Flower Sponsors
01/04 10:30 (DT) | Ruth Kinsey Gary Bartelt, Violet Prepost
01/11 10:30 (DT) | Lou Carter Ruth Kinsey, Margarita Rodriguez
01/18 10:30 (ML) | Gary Bartelt Suzanne Bohning, Linda Gascon

01/25 10:30 (ML) | Suzanne Bohning | Frances Guido, Aimée Fox
(ML)=Meadowlawn. Services are held at 1801 62nd Ave N; (DT)=Downtown. Services are held at 401 5th St N.

Birthdays Anniversaries Serving in 2026

01/01 Chanel Mitchell Nonel! Thank you to thg followmg individuals who have
) volunteered their services for our Sunday
01/04 Doug Forcino

morning worship!
01/05 Brooklynn Kilburn ntner 0hser“ances

01/08 Joane Sands 01/01 New Year’s Day Lectors Sary BartBeIth )
01/09 Cheri Heath 01/06 Epiphany L;‘jac"‘anr:ero ning
01/12 Sandra Smith 01/11 Baptism of the Lord ‘ Terri Craig

01/14 Beth Shipley 01/19 Martin Luther King Jr Day ' = Paul Erickson
01/14 Diana Shipley e A e Fox

01/17 Brenden Hall e Gretchen Frederick

01/20 Nancy Pisecco . Linda Gascon

01/20 Paul Stavros . Betty Herzhauser
01/21 Janeise Pflaummer . Suzanne Bohning
01/23 Chris Hanson . Ruth Kinsey

01/24 Carla Pisecco . Violet Prepost
01/24 Lisa Valentine . Margarita Rodriguez
01/25 Marjorie Smetana - -

01/26 Ryan Pekrul-Carter . JOHN 14:48 :' %22?5213““1;0“ Gary Bartelt

Suzanne Bohning
\ . P
2 Aimee Fox

Epiphany sunday " Linda Gascgn
— Christ, the Light to the Nations Frances Guido

Ruth Kinsey
On Sunday, January 4, we’ll celebrate Epiphany, the Violet Prepost
day we remember that Jesus came to bring light and Margarita Rodriguez
salvation to all people. Together, we’ll give thanks for

the hope His light brings to a world in need and pray
that His love shines through us this year.

Gary Bartelt
Carol Bertoluzzi
Suzanne Bohning

What We Really Need Alan Due
- . . Frances Guido
Twelve ministers were on a flight headed to a conference in Seattle Ruth Kinse
when the plane hit a fierce storm. Trying to calm their nerves, they told y
the flight attendant, “Let the pilot know everything’s fine — there are Audio-Visual First time seeing this one?
twelve ministers on board!” Team You're right! I neglected to
A few minutes later, the flight attendant returned from the cockpit. 1D —, | include thisas an area of
) ) ] ) %g‘:i service in the past. Let Leah
“Well?” one of the pastors asked with a grin. “What did the pilot say?” ‘/\/ﬂ\'/ know if you're interested in
She smiled and replied, “He said he was glad to have 12 ministers helping with the PowerPoint

aboard, but he would rather have four good engines.” or the Livestream!
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Sunday | Monday @ Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
g 29 30 31 Jan 1 2
o Choir Wa 9am Thrift Store
10:30am Service 10am Women's B opm Grace Famil @ 9:30am TLC Pant
11:30am Fellowsk ® 11:30am Hot Lume 9:30am Food Par
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
® 9:50am Choir Wa ® 11:30am HotLun« @ 6pm Grace Famil @ 9:30am TLCPant & 9am Thrift Store
® 10:30am Worship @ 10am Bert's Brea 6pm Bible Study 6:30pm Vocal Ch 9:30am Food Par @ 10am Congregati
® 11:30am Fellowst 5:30pm Jerry Gui tprm First Friday |
0 12 13 14 15 16 17
® 9:50am Choir Wa ® 11:30am HotLun« @ 6pm Grace Famil @ 9:30am TLCPant & 9am Thrift Store
® 10:30am Worship 5:30pm Jerry Gui 6pm Bible Study 6:30pm Vocal Ch $:30am Food Par
® 11:30am Fellowsk 6pm Film & Faith
® 12:15pm Band of .
® 12:15pm DT Facili
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:50am Choir We T — 9am Quilting 6pm Grace Famil @ 9:30am TLC Pant & 9am Thrift Store

10:30am Service ® 11:30am Hot Lume 9:30am Food Par

Martin Luther King

6:30pm Vocal Ch

11:30am Fellowsk bpm Bible Study
12:15pm ML Facili
12:45pm Council
® 1:30pm Fleet Res
25 26 27 28 29 30 kj|

10am WoH Bible ® 9:30am TLC Pant 9am Thrift Store

9:30am Food Par

9:50am Choir Wa

Bulletin Items Due ® 10:30am ShipBuil

5:30pm Jerry Gui Tpm Meadowlaw

6pm Grace Famil

10:30am Service 10am Women's B 6:30pm Vocal Ch
® 11:30am Hot Lume

opm Bible Study

1:30am Fellowsk

Color Codes for events:
Downtown Campus
Meadowlawn Campus
Other (online, etc.)

Downtown Calendar: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=dHJpbmI0eXNOcGV0ZUBnbWFpbC5ib20
Meadowlawn Calendar: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=aG9wZXN0OcGV0ZUBnbWFpbC5jb20




