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Christmas Eve  
24th December, 2025 

 
 

 
From ICON TWO FOR PROJECTION, copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Campus: 401 5th St N – 5:00pm 
Meadowlawn Campus: 1801 62nd Ave N – 7:00pm 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
Sharing the Love of Christ 

by Serving and Welcoming Community 
 

 

Welcome to Trinity! 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church is the oldest congregation of our denomination on the 
west coast of Florida, founded in St Petersburg more than 110 years ago and 
still going strong!  
  

Our downtown sanctuary was constructed in 1923; the windows come from 
Germany.  Our Meadowlawn sanctuary was constructed in 1977; its altar is 
constructed of stones donated by members of the congregation. 
 

Together, we are committed to creating a diverse community of faith that 
welcomes all of God’s children, with all of their gifts and life experiences, one 
that allows for the sharing of opinions, questions, and doubts; that honors the 
full spectrum of gender, gender identity and sexual orientation; and that works 
for racial equity and economic justice.   
  

Lutheran worship traditionally calls for a high level of participation.  If you are 
unfamiliar with it, feel free to participate at your level of comfort.  If standing 
is difficult for you, feel free to remain seated. 
  

Holy Communion is offered to all people seeking God.  You can remain in your 
seats or come to the altar for Communion.   
 

Our whole service is printed on the following pages. Words spoken or sung by the 
people are in bold type. 
 
 

Join us for worship every Sunday  
at 10:30 a.m.! 

 

On the first two Sundays of the month, we worship Downtown;  
on all other Sundays, we worship at Meadowlawn. 

 
(727) 822-3307     www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
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Festive Candlelight Service  

with Holy Communion 
 
  

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

GATHERING HYMN:  O Come, All Ye Faithful      
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GREETING 
Welcome to this celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
God in human form, born as the son of Mary.  God chose to be born into 
poverty and to experience oppression, and we are invited to welcome this 
vulnerable God into our lives and into our world. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  
HYMN OF PRAISE:  Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that we may walk in the light of your love and share that love with 
others; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN:  Away in a Manger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN:  O Little Town of Bethlehem  

Candles will be lit during the singing of this hymn;  
please do not tip a lighted candle! 
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GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord  
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

HYMN:  Silent Night! Holy Night!   
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Candles are extinguished! 

SERMON 

HYMN:  What Child is This? 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition: 

God of grace; receive our prayer. 
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HYMN:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS 
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, 
God has given us grace upon grace: 
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, 
love that can heal every broken heart. 
Hear this word of God's pardon and peace: 
in the name of ☩ Jesus our Savior, 
you are free from all your sins. 
Rise, shine, for your light has come.  Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  

Instead of putting a donation in the offering plate during the next hymn, you can 
use this QR code to make a contribution on our website; or you can mail an 
offering to the church. 
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OFFERING HYMN: Sussex Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You come to us again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you 
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that 
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.     Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior.  Amen. 
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SHARING OF COMMUNION 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
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BLESSING 
May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
carry you into new and abundant life. Amen. 

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. Amen.  

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
bring harmony to our world. Amen.  

And the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN:  Joy to the World! 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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The poinsettias gracing the altar and sanctuary 
are given to the Glory of God by the following:  

 

Carol Bertoluzzi  in memory of Bert & Doris Bertoluzzi 

Channell Family: Clay, Audrey, Cameron, Luke, Noah, & Joseph    
in memory of Gary & Rebecca Reitz, Lewis & Doris Nelson, and Gladys Nelson. 

Charlene Diefel in memory of Betty & Dempster Vissman and Myrtle Diefel 

Alan Due in memory of Fred & Joyce Due 

Bob & Linda Gascon in memory of the Traugott, Smith, Carter, and Ros families 

Frances Guido in memory of her parents 

Joe Haynsworth in memory of loved ones 

Leah Heinicke in memory of Victor & Norma Heinicke 

Ruth Kinsey in memory of Norm & her parents 

Gerry Munger in memory of Helen Munger 

New York in honor of Willie Rodriguez 

Kelly Osborne  

Roy Pringle in memory of Ken & Marion Pringle 

Philip Rearick in memory of Annemarie Rearick 

Carla Sajda in memory of John Sajda Jr. and Mr & Mrs Paul Kadlec 

Patricia Shipley in honor of Donald Shipley and in memory of Tylor Orion Baker 

Bob & Vickie Skidmore in memory of Kaethe S. Skidmore, Charlotte E. Seibt, Lucie 
Seibt, James Skidmore, Viola Little, and Vala Little Brown 

Tom & Marty Snapp in memory of loved ones 

Donna Watson in memory of John Watson 

Carol, Charlene, & Karen in memory of their friend, Arlene James 
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Our Christmas Tree 
Our Christmas Tree is actually a Chrismon Tree.  The word “Chrismon” (short for “Christian monogram”) 
refers to an ancient symbol for Jesus Christ or a part of his ministry.  North American Lutherans have used 
Chrismon Trees since 1957; Frances Spencer and the women of Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, 
Virginia, created the first. 

The evergreen tree is itself a symbol of the eternal life secured for each of us by the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  Traditionally, a Chrismon Tree is decorated only with white lights and Christian symbol ornaments 
hand-made from white and gold materials.   

The Chrismons on Trinity’s tree were made by many members of our congregation.  They make use of a 
variety of Christian symbols including: 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

The Star of David which 
reminds us that Jesus was 
Jewish. 

The Crown of Thorns, a symbol 
of Jesus’ suffering and death. 

The Butterfly, a symbol of the 
resurrection. 

The Fiery Chariot, a symbol of 
Jesus’ ascension into heaven. 

The first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet; Jesus is the 
beginning and the end. 

The Shamrock symbolizes the 
Trinity: God as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

The Cross and Circle are a symbol 
of Christ’s eternal reign over all 
the earth. 

The first letters of “Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, Savior” spell ichthus, 
the Greek word for “fish.” 

The Star of Bethlehem, which 
proclaimed the birth of Jesus. 

The Dove, a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Anchor Cross, a symbol of 
hope and of the Church. 

The Chi Rho uses the first two 
letters in the Greek word Christ, 
or Messiah. 


