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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.      (Psalm 34:3 ) 

FEBRUARY 2024 

At the annual congrega onal mee ngs of Trinity 
Lutheran Church and Hope Lutheran Church, 
both congrega ons voted to authorize the 
forma on of a task force to explore a merger.  
Both votes were unanimous, but not without 
discussion and even hints of distress. 

This isn’t surprising, as both congrega ons have 
long histories and established tradi ons.  If a 
merger happens, both congrega ons will have to 
make compromises, and both will experience 
loss and grief.  There is no way to avoid this. 

But we believe in a God of resurrec on, a God 
who brings life out of death.  If we can keep our 
trust in God strong, we will nego ate this 
process without too much pain. 

And it is a process.  No decisions have been 
made.  The task force will work for six months 
and then they will present their findings to both 
church councils.  The councils will then decide 
whether to call special mee ngs of the 
congrega ons, whether to ask the task force to 
do more work, or whether to end the process. 

As is the case whenever congrega ons need to 
make big decisions, the process will move 
forward carefully and with as much transparency 
as possible. 

With that in mind, I want to present my 
understanding of the two congrega ons. 

Trinity’s congrega on has been in existence for 
almost 115 years; for 100 of those years, they 
have worshiped in a beau ful and truly unique 
sanctuary that will require a large investment of 
money if it is to con nue being a house of 
worship.  In 2003, the membership of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church merged with Trinity.  We are no 
longer able to generate enough income to meet 
expenses; every year, this congrega on is forced 
to withdraw tens of thousands of dollars from 
our dwindling financial reserves.   

Hope Lutheran Church was created in 1989, as a 
consolida on of Bethel Lutheran Church and St 
Stephen Lutheran Church; the property of St 
Stephen was sold and the blended congrega on 
worships and does ministry in the facili es of 
Bethel, which date from the late six es and early 
seven es.  Hope’s buildings are in be er 
condi on than those of Trinity, but its 
congrega on is smaller and it has no financial 
reserves; it does not have the resources to hire a 
pastor and cannot con nue to exist as an 
independent congrega on of the ELCA. 

Both congrega ons worship in a similar style; 
both offer ministries to the most vulnerable of 
their neighbors.  Both enjoy ge ng together for 
food and fellowship.   

Hope leases part of its facility to a pre-school 
operated by Learning Empowered, with plans to 
expand the scope of the school in the coming 
year.  They have been working with the 
Meadowlawn Neighborhood Associa on to re-
purpose some of their facility as a community 
center.  They have been granted two thousand 
dollars from the synod’s “Vision to Ac on” grant 
program to explore the viability of this project. 

Trinity leases part of its facility to the St Pete 
Group, the oldest and largest 12-Step recovery 
program in Pinellas County.  We have invested 
money and effort in the renova on of our third-
floor fellowship hall in the hope of genera ng 
rental income from it. 

These are only some of the facts that will help 
the task force as it works to determine the 
viability of a merger between these two 
congrega ons.  The members and friends of both 
churches need to hold the work of the task force 
in their prayers. 
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Your brother in Christ,  
- Pr. Paul 
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Paul Gibson, Pastor 
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Notes from the Organ Bench  
Happy February! I'm excited to announce that choir and bell choir 
have started up their mid week rehearsals again, and we've go en 
to work to share some new music with you!  

Bell choir has started Kevin McChesney's arrangement of "For the Beauty of the 
Earth" a beau ful se ng of a well known tune that also features chimes!  
Vocal choir has started "O Savior of the World" in 3-part harmony. We almost 
have enough choir members to sing full 4-part harmony! If you'd like to join, 
please let me know!  
Choir rehearses on Thursday from 4:00-5:00, and bell choir rehearses on 
Mondays from 5:00-6:00. If that works for you and you'd like to join the music at 
Trinity, please let me know! 

- Brenden Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

Worship and Study 
at Trinity and Hope  
 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 
Worship at Trinity: 12:30 pm 
Worship at Hope: 7:00 pm 

Sunday worship con nues to be at 9:30 at Hope and at 11:00 at Trinity. 

Booklets of daily devo ons for Lent can be picked up in the narthex at Trinity. 

“Looking at the Lamb of God” is a five-week program of classes that will be 
taught during Lent by Pastor Paul at 5 pm on Wednesdays; we will meet in the 
fellowship hall at Hope and enjoy a light supper with the class, engaging with 
and even wrestling with scripture passages that talk about the concept of 
sacrifice. 

Pastor Paul explains: While I believe that scripture is both “true” and “inspired 
by God,” that does not mean that I am convinced that the events described in 
scripture actually happened in the way they are described and for the reasons 
that are a ributed. 

I think the Bible can be true without being factually true.  I believe that God is 
our creator; I do not believe that the first humans were formed from dirt. 

I believe that all humans experience a separa on between themselves and 
God because of their rebellious nature; I do not believe this started because a 
talking serpent convinced people to eat forbidden fruit. 

I believe that the only person who could heal the broken rela onship between 
God and crea on was God.  Humans broke the rela onship, but only God 
could fix it.  Somehow, and I really can’t say that I fully understand how, the 
voluntary suffering and death of God-in-human-form is what healed the 
broken rela onship once and for all. 

I believe that, in order to help people understand that sacrificial act of love, 
God was smart enough to incorporate stories of sacrifice into our sacred 
scriptures.  We’re going to read some of those stories and ponder what they 
have to teach us about God.  

Changes to Council  as of 01/28/24: 
- Lisa Johnson  
- Marty Snapp 
+ Paul McKay 
+ Ma hew Reitz 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

 
WeÊliveÊwithinÊtheÊconfinesÊofÊ me. 
The past yawns behind us like an open 
book, allowing us to see successes and 
failures with the wisdom of hindsight. By 
contrast, the future stands before us like 
a wall of fog. We see vague outlines of 
what we perceive it to hold, only to 
discover we are o en mistaken. 
God, on the other hand, is eternal. 
The future and the past alike are open to 
Him. Like the author of a book, he knows 
what every character has done, is doing, 
and will do. He knows how He wants the 
en re story to end. He knows when the 
large, earth-sha ering world events will happen, and is 
wholly aware of my day-to-day minu a. As our Creator, 
He understands the powerful combina on of me and 
tes ng in developing the individual. Because of this 
great, unfathomable wisdom, God’s ming is always 
perfect. 
Limited as we are, we cannot understand the 
limitlessness of God. Without seeing the end of the 
story, we o en fail to understand our present 
predicament. Our failure to comprehend the full picture 
does not mean God’s plan isn’t perfect; it simply means 
we are, for the moment, posi oned to see the por on 
we need. We also forget that Satan is doing everything 
he can to wreck that picture, but neither he nor us can 
wreck God’s ul mate plan. 
God’s ming rarely makes sense to us when we feel 
stuck in a holding pa ern. God’s ming rarely makes 
sense as we gape, open-mouthed at the swi  decline of 
morality. God’s ming rarely makes sense to our limited 
mind, but it always makes sense to the perfect mind of 
God.  
Wai ng on God’s ming requires pa ence. When we 
insist on doing it our way, it is because we are impa ent 
with His way. 
Pa ence with God is only sustained by love for God. We 
are commanded to love the Him with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength, and yet we o en find ourselves 
drumming our fingers tes ly when God doesn’t respond 
in our way and our me. One way we show love to the 
Father is through trus ng Him, cul va ng pa ence with 
His will and His ming. 
The Bible provides a wealth of examples of people who 
learned pa ence: 

· Noah waited 100 years for the flood. 
· Moses waited 40 years in the wilderness. 
· Joseph waited 20 years to see his 
prophe c dream fulfilled. 
In all that wai ng, the Lord does a lot of 
working, transforming us into something far 
be er than our circumstance. 
TheÊPa enceÊofÊAbraham 
For when God made a promise to Abraham, 
since he had no one greater by whom to 
swear, he swore by himself, saying, “Surely I 
will bless you and mul ply you.”And thus 
Abraham, having pa ently waited, obtained 
the promise. ~ Hebrews 6.13-15, ESV 

O en when I read through accounts of biblical 
characters, I tend to lose sight of the actual length of 

me. In fact, for many years I considered Abraham and 
Sarah to be rather impa ent as they a empted to “help 
God along.” Why did they have to go and try to make an 
heir using Hagar? Honestly, didn’t they realize God 
would do it His way? Once I really comprehended the 
amount of me that passed between the promise and 
it’s fulfillment, their efforts didn’t seem quite so foolish. 
Abraham was about 75 when God promised to make him 
“a na on.” To be a na on, there is an implica on of 
“offspring,” (or “children”) of which he had none. 
Zero. Zip. Nada. 
Roughly ten years a er the original promise, Sarah 
suggests that Abraham take her servant Hagar and 
conceive a child through her. A lot of life happened in 
those previous ten years, and though God con nued to 
remind Abraham of his promise, they may have 
wondered if they had failed to do something. 
Think about the last ten years of your life. Does it seem 
like a mere blip on the radar? Ten years ago, I only had 
one child (not three) and my spouse was star ng his 
career. Ten years ago, I never dreamed I would have 
three kids or be a California transplant in Texas. 
When Abraham was 86 years old, Ishmael is born via 
Sarah’s servant Hagar. (Genesis 16.16) 
At age 99, God tells Abraham that Sarah will have a son. 
Abraham and Sarah assumed Ishmael was the son of 
promise, because Abraham replies, “Oh that Ishmael 
might live before you!” They were content with the way 
things were, but their plans were not God’s plans. 
Twenty-five years a er God’s original promise, at the 

Timing:  Con nued on p. 5 
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TheÊTLCÊBulle nÊBoard 

 

Come As You Are, Grow to Serve! 

SOUPerÊSweetÊValen nesÊParty 
DuringÊFellowshipÊTimeÊa erÊ
worshipÊonÊÊFebÊ11th 
 

Bring an item for the Pantry  
· Creamy peanut bu er 
· Strawberry or Grape Jelly 
· Fruit or applesauce cups 
· PopTarts 
· Cheese or peanut bu er sandwich crackers 
· Bo led water (10-12oz) 
 
Sign up to bring a pot of your most savory soup or 
your family’s favorite sweet treat! 
 
There will be a Valen ne’s tree, party games, and 
prizes!   
 
Also in celebra on of Valen ne’s Day, bring in 
photos … wedding photos, prom date photos, or 
other photos with sweethearts past and present, 
bring them along to  spark some conversa on.  

Have been printed and can be 
picked up  in the narthex.  
Any statements remaining 

a er Sunday (Feb 4th) 
 will be mailed.  
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I was asked to write something 
about myself for the newsle er. My 
first thought was how do I do that 
without it reading like an obituary. 
Well, here goes.  

I was born in St Paul, Minnesota in 
the early 1950’s and grew up in a post 
WW2 neighborhood full of children 
and completely normal and 
nondescript in every way. There were 

200 children in Sunday school at my 
home congrega on that looks 
remarkably like Trinity (a church 

that closed 5 years ago). I a ended college in rural Minnesota. I 
knew I wasn’t in Kansas anymore when my roommate asked how 
to use the phone in our room. I assumed he was unfamiliar with 
touch tone technology (new tech at the me). No, they had a 
crank phone at home on the farm. His mother always called at 
5am because she was sure everyone must be up milking cows. It 
was at college that my faith was deepened and I decided God was 
calling me to ministry.  

I got married and a ended Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. I 
served 3 regular calls and a dozen inten onal interim calls in my 34 
years in ministry. I considered myself a church leadership 
transi on specialist. It was great fun. I helped congrega ons deal 
with issues of grief and uncertainty, some mes issues of conflict, 
to move forward into what God might be calling them to do next. I 
helped congrega ons assess their strengths and weaknesses. I 
helped them write mission statements and dream about new 
possibili es. I would always tell them there were about 11,000 
possible pastors for them to call (the number of pastors on the 
ELCA roster) except one… me. I would tell them that the first 
Sunday I was with them. I was not audi oning for the job and 
needed the freedom to some mes say the hard things that might 
need saying. I was successful in being replaced every me. That 
was, a er all the, goal.  

I have had a real estate hobby for 45 years. I designed, engineered 
and self-constructed 5 homes and several remodels. I like buying 
and selling proper es and have been a landlord for 35 years. I was 
also an elected county commissioner for a number of years. It was 
100% poli cal and I had way more fun than you’re probably 
supposed to have doing it.  

My wife of 47 years and I are currently residents of Florida living in 
the downtown core of St Petersburg and loving it. So much to do 
and most of it walkable. We also spend our summers in S llwater, 
Minnesota on the St Croix river. I am blessed with 2 responsible 
and well adjusted children and 3 amazing grandchildren.  
Life is good.  God is Good. 

ripe old age of 100, Abraham finally had a son 
through Sarah. 
Twenty-five years of wai ng. 
Twenty-five years of wondering. 
Twenty-five years un l the promise came to 
frui on. 
Abraham’s example is a reminder not to lose 
heart. My job (and yours) is to keep wai ng on 
Him, keep trus ng His faithfulness, and keep 
working in His kingdom. He will take care of us 
in His perfect me and His perfect way. His 
answer may not be the one I expect, but I am 
confident it will be far be er.  
 
Published by Elihu: Elihu Anderson is a 
California refugee currently thriving on the 
West Texas plains. She is the founder of 
elihuscorner.com and is a contributor to Kirk 
Cameron's website TheCourage.com. 

Timing:  Con nued from p. 3 
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The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a 
world of not being able to do something and enter God’s realm, where everything is possible. He specializes in the 
impossible. Nothing is too great for his almighty power. Nothing is too small for his love.    —Corrie ten Boom 

 

Spring Training for 
Christians 
The word Lent comes from Middle English and German 
words for spring me. In light of the start of baseball 
season, some people call the pre-Easter season “spring 
training for Chris ans.” This fresh perspec ve moves away 
from the flawed understanding that Lent must be somber, 
or that giving something up for Lent is punishment for sin 
or a way to earn God’s favor. 

As people of faith, we should never take a season off. But 
every so o en — at least once a year! — we do well to 
examine where we need to get back in shape spiritually. 
Perhaps we will indeed opt to give something up: that 
swearing habit, sleeping in on Sundays, or the cost of a 
weekly treat so we can donate the money instead. Or 
maybe we’ll take on something new for Lent: a Bible study, 
prayer rou ne or service project. 

Hebrews describes spiritual discipline as challenging in the 
moment but yielding righteousness later. The writer urges 
us, “Li  your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 
knees … so that what is lame may not be put out of joint 
but rather be healed” (12:11-13, ESV). May the spring 
training of Lent strengthen and heal us all. 

Special Dates this Month 
· African American History Month 
· Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 11, 2024 
· Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
· Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2024 
· Presidents Day, February 19, 2024 
· Leap Day, February 29, 2024 

Our Parking Lot 
As you are probably aware, we had entered into an 
agreement wit 717 Parking  whereby they would manage 
our parking lot on the corner of 5th Street and 5th Ave N.  
The idea was that they would split any net parking 
revenue with us, and we were hoping that we would 
have some addi onal funds coming in to help pay our 
bills.  Unfortunately, in the 3 years since we entered into 
this agreement,  there have never yet been any funds for 
us.  As a result, we have agreed to part ways with them 
as of March 11th.  So their signs will be coming down on 
March 10th, and we will be erec ng new signs that 
indicate that the parking lot is available for all to use at 
no charge, but that if folks would like to make a tax 
deduc ble dona on to our church we would be happy to 
receive  their support! 

You may also have no ced a few of our local homeless 
neighbors have “moved in” along the edges of the 
parking lot.  We have given le ers of permission to a 
select few individuals to shelter on our property.  These 
individuals are aware that this permission is condi onal 
upon their demonstrated respect for property and 
ensuring that there is no drinking, drug use, or disorderly 
conduct on the premises.  They understand that our 
property needs to be presented in a welcoming manner 
so that our people feel comfortable parking in the lot, 
arranging to have weddings at our facility, etcetera.   

The arrangement is fluid right now as we a empt to 
provide compassionate care to those in our community 
who are most vulnerable, while trying to ensure that we 
remain on good terms with our city officials and our 
neighbors.  (We’re certainly mee ng many more people 
from all of these groups in these past few weeks!) 

We know that this is a band-aid, not a cure; and we are 
trying to do our best to ameliorate the unfortunate 
situa on in which we all find ourselves.  The individuals 
that are staying on the lot began immediately to 
maintain it, clearing fallen leaves and branches and 
generally dying it up.  They are also making sure that 
other folks hanging around the area  are  respec ul of 
the property and are not causing a commo on.  Daniel, 
Nashon, and Gregory may not fit society’s vision of who 
would be a good neighbor, but even so I believe they 
have been a blessing to us and to other homeless 
individuals with whom they interact every day. 

If nothing else, there have been new conversa ons about 
the issues! 
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02/04 Ushers/Greeters:   Barb, Janet, Violet, & LIsa 
Lector:   Suzanne Bohning 
Communion Assistants:   Suzanne Bohning, Lynne Tallon 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

02/11 Ushers/Greeters:   Carol, Ma hew, & Lisa 
Lector:   Marty Snapp 
Communion Assistants: Alan Due, Lisa Johnson 
Altar Flowers:   (open) 

02/18 Ushers/Greeters:   Janet, Barb, Violet, & Lisa 
Lector:   Paul McKay 
Communion Assistants: Phil Rearick, Violet Prepost 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

02/25 Ushers/Greeters:   Alan, Helen, & Lisa 
Lector:   Jacque Bishop 
Communion Assistants:  Paul Frakes, (open) 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

02/14 
Ash Wed 

Ushers/Greeters: (open) 
Lector:  (open) 

02/01 Keith Rediske 
02/05 Marty Snapp 
02/06 Ginni Truglio 
02/09 Karl Hahn 
02/10 Daniel Coll 
02/10 Steve Stanley 
02/13 Craig Mowrer 
02/23 Sean Reynolds 
02/24 Paul McKay 
02/26 Alan Due 

Birthdays 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
Get in the Rotation!  Volunteer/Sign Up! 

Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lector/Communion:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 

- Gretchen Frederick 
Events Planner 

Superbowl Sunday is just around the corner,  
so that means it's me for a party. 

Tradi onally we use that Sunday to bring items to 
stock the Trinity Food Pantry.  We shall keep the 
tradi on going but add a sweet li le Valen ne's 
Day celebra on as well.   

On Sunday, February 11, we ask each person to 
bring an item for the food pantry:  creamy peanut bu er, strawberry or 
grape jam/jelly, fruit or applesauce cups, PopTarts, cheese or peanut 
bu er sandwich crackers, or bo led water (10-12 oz) size.  Please try to 
bring these specific items since they are the ones for which the pantry 
has a con nual need.   

A er the service that Sunday, in the fellowship hall, we're planning a 
"Soup 'n' Sweets" menu for our valen ne recep on. If you make soup as 
good as your mom's or even a mean pot of chili, there will be a sign-up 
sheet on the fellowship hall bulle n board for you to make your 
mark.   We have plenty of outlets for crockpots!  A side salad and bread 
will be provided as will beverages.  If dessert is more your style, put your 
name on the list along with what yummy sweet you'll be bringing. 

As expected, there will be a Valen ne tree, party games and prizes, so 
come plan to stay a while--we'll be sure to get you home before kick-
off!  To celebrate Valen ne's Day, if you have a copy of your wedding 
photo, or even a prom photo with a long-ago sweetheart, bring it to 
share.  If you have ques ons, give me a buzz at the office, e-mail me, or 
text me at 727-273-4520.    Thanks!  

Notes from the Events Desk… 

We have a group of 21 people from Hope 
and Trinity that are planning to a end the 
March 10th 7:30pm showing of JesusÊChristÊ
Superstar!  We are looking forward to a fun 
evening together! 

CarolÊMorsaniÊHallÊ 

Anniversaries 
02/16 Matthew & Jennifer Reitz 

What did one sheep say to the other? 
I love ewe! 

And how did the other sheep 
respond? 

You’re not so baaa-d yourself. 
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1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 
We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day  
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    

Color Codes for events: 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 


