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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

…you are not lacking in any spiritual gi  as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will 
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Now I appeal to you, 
brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.   

(1 Corinthians 1:7-10) 

MARCH 2023 

I’m using this verse from First Corinthians in 
my prepara on for the “Council and Staff 
Planning Day” that is happening on March 5.  
The words seem so appropriate to Trinity. 

We, too, are “not lacking in any spiritual gi .”  
We have diverse talents, skills, and even life 
experiences upon which we can draw as we 
try to do God’s work in this city.  We are an 
amazingly compassionate community of 
people.  Our faith in God’s ability to guide us 
and to provide for us is strong. 

There are no significant “divisions” within 
this congrega on.  We don’t agree on 
everything, but we can make our journey of 
discipleship side by side and hand in hand. 

What strikes me in these verses is the apostle 
Paul’s insistence that we “be united in the 
same mind and the same purpose.” 

By “the same mind,” I think Paul is referring 
to the “mind of Christ.”  We are to be united 
in our commitment to those “kingdom of 
God” values like humility, self-sacrifice, and 
uncondi onal love.  But how are we to be 
united “in the same purpose” unless we first 
ask, “What is the purpose of the Church, in 
general, and what is the purpose of this 
congrega on?” 

The ques on of whether Jesus ever intended 
us to have an ins tu on called “the Church” 
is now moot.  The Church exists.  It no longer 
wields the power or demands the respect 
that it once did, and they may be a good 
thing, but God has empowered the church to 
exist for at least two thousand years.   

We must be doing something right.  But can 
we define our purpose in words? 

When Paul wrote his le ers, I think he 
understood the purpose of the church to be 
“ge ng people ready for the end of the 
world”—an event that he thought he was going 
to witness. 

In 2023, what is the “purpose” of a Chris an 
congrega on?  Are we just to exist, or are we to 
have a goal in mind?  Is it a church’s purpose to 
influence society or to stay away from the 
influence of society?  Is it our purpose to “make 
disciples”?  What do those words even mean?   

Our congrega on’s mission statement talks 
about “making Christ known.”  What do you 
think those words mean?  Each of us could 
probably offer a different defini on. 

As we start a new year in the long life of this 
congrega on, one of my hopes is that we will 
begin to ar culate what our purpose is and live 
into it.  Why did God place Trinity in the heart 
of downtown St Petersburg, and why has God 
empowered us to survive this long?  What does 
God need us to be doing and accomplishing in 
the Sunshine City today? 

And, because God is clearly a fan of long-range 
planning, what do we envision our future to be?  
If we s ck with the mission and purpose that 
we iden fy for the next five, ten, or fi y more 
years, what will our community look like?  What 
will the world look like? 

As we con nue to make the journey of Lent 
together, my prayer is that each of us will 
discern God’s purpose for us, as individuals and 
as part of this amazing community of faith. 

Your brother in Christ , 
Pr. Paul 
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Notes from the Organ Bench  

Hello Trinity family, and happy Lent! First I’d like to men on a 
small change to the rehearsing schedule. On March 12th, when we move 
worship to 11:00, choir rehearsal will move to 9:30 and end at 10:30. So if this 
new me appeals to you and you’re interested in joining choir, let me know! 
You may have no ced that the last verse of some hymns are sounding … 
different? Well we now have a collec on of hymn introduc ons and 
reharmoniza ons! It’s a small change, but we hope you’re enjoying that variety 
of music during worship. As always, if you’re interested in joining choir or bell 
choir, regardless of prior musical experience or ability, just let me know!  

- Brenden Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

Ì Online prayer class Wednesdays at 3 pm 
Ì In-person fellowship and study Wednesdays at 6:30 
Ì Daily devo ons in print and online 
Ì Use of “YouVersion” on smart phones and computers. 

11am 

On March 12th our worship service moves to 11am! 
On March 12th Daylight Saving Time begins! 
 
What does this mean? 
If you forget to set your clock forward, go ahead and  
come to worship at 10:00, as usual, you’ll be right on me! 

All this, and a newsletter article, too? 
Our pastor goes above and beyond! 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

Wisdom had prepared a banquet 
and was out and about, calling to 
those who were searching, calling 
to those who longed for a deeper 
connec on to the Source of all 
life.  Wisdom was issuing an 
invita on and welcomed all who 
were willing to be fed, no ma er 
where they were on the journey.  
What ma ered is they were open 
to learning. 
 In this excerpt from Proverbs, 
chapter nine, immaturity is not related to age.  It is more 
an a tude about life, with insistence on living according 
to our own agenda.  Immaturity has to do with wan ng 
to avoid the deeper issues of life, hoping they will take 
care of themselves or simply go away.  It is a mind closed 
to any possibility it is in need of transforma on. 
 When we hear the word wisdom, we automa cally think 
of the intellect, of the knowledge we have gained either 
through learning or living.  This is part of wisdom but not 
all of it.  In Hebrew thought, wisdom had something to 
do with the capacity to sort out what was important and 
what was not, to discern between right and wrong.  
 It meant being able to size up a situa on correctly and 
then follow the best course of ac on based on 
knowledge (head) and understanding (heart). 
 The older we become the more we realize the rules 
guiding our decision making in the past might not be 
enough for us now.   

The choices before us are not 
always so simple that there is a 
rule to tell us what to do.  Life is 
more complicated than this. 
 We know we are loved by God, 
and it is our rela onship with 
God that gives us our iden ty: 
people of God, Christ followers.  
If we desire to grow in our 
understanding of faith and life, 
to gain wisdom, we need to 
think through our choices from 

this perspec ve.  Does the choice I am making draw me 
more deeply into the life of Christ?  Does it resonate with 
what I value, with what I believe is true? 
 We will always struggle trying to understand the be er 
choice, but if we know something actually diminishes us 
as a person of God, if it does not take into account our 
well-being and faith journey, then we also know it cannot 
possibly be the best choice.  Christ is always leading us, 
one way or another, towards wholeness of life. 
 Being Christ-like is not just about taking the ac ons Jesus 
took. At a deeper level it really means allowing God to do 
anything God wants in our lives, just like Jesus did.  We 
are called to be willing to sit at the banquet table of 
wisdom with an open heart and mind and allow ourselves 
to be fed! 

 Karen Minnich is a re red pastor in the ELCA.  From her 
Book-“Medita on for the Human Journey: The Search for 
Meaning in Our Ordinary Lives”  

Resurrection Faith 
In spring 2020, while Manha an pastor Timothy Keller was wri ng a new book about Easter, the world — and his 
world — stopped. The coronavirus pandemic ravaged New York City, and Keller received a stage 4 cancer diagnosis. 
Suddenly the theologian had to confront death head-on and reassess his views on eternal life. 
“I realized I only half-believed I was going to die,” he tells The Chris an Post. “In some ways, I also only half-believed 
in the Resurrec on — not intellectually so much, but all the way down deep in my heart. I realized I needed to have a 
greater, a deeper faith in the Resurrec on, both intellectually and mentally.” 
While undergoing cancer treatments, Keller took a deep dive into historical and scriptural evidence for 
Easter’s main event. He also prayed that the Holy Spirit would make the Resurrec on, which can 
seem abstract, real to his heart. 
Facing your own mortality puts earthly things into clear perspec ve, says the pastor, and it’s a 
wake-up call for Jesus’ followers to act. “The Resurrec on means that God has not at all given up 
on the world,” Keller writes in Hope in Times of Fear. “But beyond that, it gives meaning to suffering 
and gives hope that through the suffering will come healing. The Resurrec on guarantees that this 
renewal is certain and is also a call for Chris ans to work now against what is wrong and unjust.” 
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The TLC Bulle n Board 

March 12th  
 

Remember to set your clocks forward for the 
beginning of Daylight Saving Time. 

And then also remember that our worship service 
will begin at 11am instead of 10am (so you don’t 
lose that hour in the morning, a er all!) 

 

Online Gathering(s) this month:  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your TLC Window cling!   
Donate to our Elevator Fund and 
receive a TLC “Red Door” window 

cling as a thankyou! 

402 615 714
402 615 714

 

WE ARE 
COLLECTING 

JACKETS 
FOR THOSE 

IN NEED 

  COATS 

HOODIES 

JACKETS 

Finally, all of you, have unity 
of mind, sympathy,  brotherly 
love, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind…. for to this  
you were called. 

- 1 Peter 3:8-9 

11am 
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Deacon Lynne 

Elevator Update 
Thanks to all who have donated funds 
toward the cost of repairing our elevator!  
We have raised the funds needed to get this 
repair underway!    We are s ll accep ng 
dona ons for the elevator, as we know any 
future moderniza on of the equipment will 
be costly! 

Mark your dona ons toward this project as “Elevator.” 

Wheelchair Ramp? 
We are also working on ge ng a wheelchair 
ramp designed and built for us so that we are 
s ll accessible if our elevator goes out again.  
We do not yet have a cost on this project.   

Total Cost:        <unknown> 
Dona ons:   -     10,225.00 
Remaining:     $  <unknown>    

Mark your dona ons toward this project as “Wheelchair Ramp.” 

Trinity family and nearby 
church, you brought Souper 
Bowl of Caring Excitement 
to our tail-gate party. The 
offerings of our faith 
family and neighboring 
church filled our pantry 
shelves. We have 
necessary food  
items, supply of water, clothing and shoes for 
both men and women, and hygiene products. 
God is ac ve in our faith community, leading 
us to con nue our mission.  102 friends were 
assisted on Friday, February 17th.  The many 
volunteers talk with those we serve about 
their adventures, both peaceful and scary, as 
they con nue to live on the streets of St. 
Petersburg. Seeing their smiles and hearing 
their 'thank you' brightens our day. Every 
once in awhile a hug is shared between 
volunteer and those being served.  

As we con nue the Lenten season, let us 
con nue to hear and do God's call "to come 
and see" ways to share God's love. We have 
the opportunity to share God's love by 
making a phone call to faith family members, 
asking them if there is a need we can help, or 
just a conversa on le ng them know they 
are missed. 

God's blessings to all His children, 

As we con nue our Lenten Journey, we can look forward to the celebra on of Easter on April 
9th.  Yes, APRIL 9th!! Easter comes early in 2023.  Order your Easter lily by making a gi  to the 
congrega on in honor or in memory of a loved one.  The lilies are $8.00 each and will be 
displayed on Easter Sunday, April 9th.  
 

Send your dona on to the church by mail or access our e-giving site from our webpage. 
Make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran Church and write “lilies” on the memo line.  
Let us know if you want to take your lilies home or if you want to offer them for adop on. 

 
Name of donor: ______________________________ 
 
Please circle:    In honor of  /  In memory of  
      Name(s) __________________________________________ 
 
Number of lilies ________        Amount paid $____________ 

You may take your lilies home any me a er the service on April 9th and throughout the season of Easter (7 weeks).  
All remaining lilies will be removed from the sanctuary a er the service on May 21st (Seventh Sunday of Easter). 

I will 
take home 

I offer 
for adop on 

# # 

March 14 marks Pi Day, an annual celebra on 
of the mathema cal sign pi. Founded in 1988 by 
physicist Larry Shaw, March 14 was selected 
because the numerical date (3.14) represents 
the first three digits of pi, and it also happens to 
be Albert Einstein's birthday.  
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I was born in the late ‘80s in No ngham, 
England. My parents are self employed and 

own a business selling and installing TV aerials and satellites. I grew 
up in the No ngham area, but frequently moved house since my 
parents also flipped houses for a living. Much of my childhood was 
spent in the suburbs in Gamston and Tollerton, and my teens in the 
Hickling Pastures, out in the country. My parents worked long hours 
so my brother and I were o en looked a er by a nanny.  

I a ended an Episcopalian elementary school called Tollerton 
Primary School, and then a ended South Wolds Academy when I 
was 11 years old. South Wolds had a specializa on in modern 
languages so I had the opportunity to study French, Spanish, and 
Japanese. I carried on the French and Japanese into college and now 
have a BA in these languages.  

Upon gradua ng, I took a job teaching 3rd grade as an assistant 
teacher in a school in No ngham. Upon moving to the States, I had 
to go through the cer fica on process for elementary educa on so I 
took a job at Home Depot. A year later, I was hired for a small 
tutoring company for which I have worked sporadically up un l the 
present. I used the experience from this job to work as a private 
math tutor at the Plato Academy in 2017. I stayed there for 4 years 
and then moved into teaching 5th grade math and science. I found 
tutoring more enjoyable to whole-class instruc on so have since 
moved back to private math tui on.  

Music has been a passion of mine since elementary school. I started 
out playing recorder and ocarina in Kindergarten as is the case with 
many children. I moved on to flute in 6th grade and played in the 
school orchestra. At college, I started private lessons in classical 
singing and con nued these a er gradua ng up un l emigra ng to 
the US in 2015. I joined the choir in an Episcopalian church a few 
years a er moving to the States, and moved with the choirmaster to 
Trinity Lutheran Church to sing in their choir a year later. I began 
studying harp in early 2021.  

Lenten Devotions 
centered around  

“The 1619 Project.” 

 
In August of 1619, a ship appeared on the horizon, 
near Point Comfort, a coastal port in the English 
colony of Virginia. It carried more than 20 
enslaved Africans, who were sold to the colonists.  
No aspect of the country that would be formed 
here has been untouched by the years of slavery 
that followed.   

It’s not too late to buy a copy of this book  from 
your favorite bookseller (print or digital) and join 
in on the daily devo ons based on this new origin 
story. 

Each day in Lent check our facebook page for the 
reference  to a passage in the book to read and  
points to ponder in your devo ons. 

If you want something you never had,  
you have to do something you’ve never 
done. 

– Thomas Jefferson  
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03/05 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Violet, & Lisa 
Lector:   Alan Due 
Communion Assistants: Alan Due, Lisa Johnson 
Altar Flower Sponsor: (open) 

03/12 Ushers/Greeters:  Carol, Lisa, Alan, & Arlene 
Lector:  Suzanne Bohning 
Communion Assistants: Suzanne, Lynne 
Altar Flower Sponsor:  (open) 

03/19 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Violet, & Suzanne 
Lector:   Phil Rearick 
Communion Assistants: Paul & Jan Frakes  
Altar Flower Sponsor:  (open) 

03/26 Ushers/Greeters:   Paul, Jan, Alan, & Lisa 
Lector:   Gretchen Frederick 
Communion Assistants:  Teresa Zeoli, Kim Snyder 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

03/11 Bob Skidmore 
03/15 Charlie Hahn 
03/18 Alan Camp 
03/18 Ursula Hahn 
03/26 Sharon Ness 
03/28 Chris Burtless 

03/14 Charlie & Ursula Hahn 
03/26 Bob & Vickie Skidmore 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 Volunteers are always welcome! 

Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lector/Communion:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 

11am 

Progress con nues on the development of property that will ul mately 
provide housing for local homeless veterans.  The underground electrical 
work has been completed and the  electricians have progressed to working 
on the internal wiring for the container homes.   

Plumbers have begun with their trenches and rough-ins, with air condi oning contractors also  
ge ng their work underway.  Once those jobs are done, we an cipate that the pace of the 
work will accelerate even more.   
We are hoping for a comple on date at the end of April! 

If anyone is interested in a field trip to view the site (once all the underground work is 
completed and the trenches have been filled),  let Charlene Diefel know!   
This might be a great field trip a er worship one Sunday. 
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26 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

27 
 

 

5p Bell Choir 

28 Mar 1 
9a  Bert’s Breakfast 

Buddies 

11:30a  Community Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

6:30p Lenten Fellowship 
& Study 

2 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

3 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

4 
9a Staff/Council 

Planning Mtg 
 
4p McLeod/

Ryerkerk 
Wedding 

5 

 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  

6 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

7 

 

8 
9a  Bert’s Breakfast 

Buddies 

11:30a  Community Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

6:30p Lenten Fellowship 
& Study 

9 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

10 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 

11 
 
10a Cong Bkfst 
 
 

12 
 
 

NEW WORSHIP TIME 

11a Worship Service 

12p  Fellowship Hour  
 

13 
 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 
9a  Bert’s Breakfast 

Buddies 

11:30a  Community Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

6:30p Lenten Fellowship 
& Study 

16 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

17 
 
 
 

9:30a TLC Pantry 
 
 
 

18 
9a WELCA Spring 

Gathering  
(at Hope) 

 

19 
11a Worship Service 

12p  Fellowship Hour 
 

 

1p  Fleet Reserve  

20 

 
 

 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

21 

 
 

 

22 
9a  Bert’s Breakfast 

Buddies 

11:30a Community Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

6:30p Lenten Fellowship 
& Study 

23 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

24 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

25 
10a Fellowship in 

the Park 

 

 

 

26 
11a Worship Service 

12p  Fellowship Hour 
 

27 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

28 

 
 
 

 

29 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

6:30p Lenten Fellowship 
& Study 

30 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

31 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

Apr 1 
 

 

 

 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 

 

We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day 
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    
Links can also be found on our website:  h ps://trinitylutheranstpete.org/outreach/worship/       

April 
Newsletter  
Deadline 


