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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

“In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent the Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. ” 

FEBRUARY 2023 

(1 John 4:10 ) 

February almost always brings the 
combina on of Valen ne’s Day and the 
beginning of the season of Lent.  We offer 
expressions of our love for one another, then 
we acknowledge the costly expression of 
God’s love for us. 

This year, February has another gi  to offer.  
Our Annual Congrega onal Mee ng will take 
place on Sunday, February 5, in the sanctuary 
immediately a er worship.  We will approve 
a budget for 2023, elect someone to serve on 
our church council, and begin to make plans 
for a big anniversary celebra on! 

2023 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
construc on of our sanctuary.  I hope that 
we can plan a celebra on weekend that 
offers community events and a worship 
service with special guests.  It isn’t o en that 
a building in Florida turns one hundred. 

Ash Wednesday is on February 22.  At 12:30 
and 6:30, we will offer a worship service that 
includes confession of our sinful a tudes, 
the op on of having a cross drawn on our 
forehead with ashes, and holy communion. 

The forty days of Lent are a good me to 
focus on prayer and the reading of scripture.  
Our online prayer class will con nue over 

Zoom on Wednesdays at 3 o’clock.  We will also 
have an  in-person fellowship and study 
gathering on Wednesdays at 6:30.  Bring food 
or drink to share while watching and discussing 
30-minute videos on biblical subjects. 

We will offer a number of op ons for daily 
devo ons in Lent.  In addi on to the year-round 
devo onal booklets that are always available in 
the narthex, the synod’s “Just Love” team will 
be offering daily devo ons in print and online 
that are based on a book called “The 1619 
Project,” which recounts the history and 
repercussions of slavery in this na on.  
Readings from the book will be paired with 
scripture, reflec ons, and prayer (see page 6). 

And, if those weren’t enough ideas, we will 
con nue to encourage the use of the 
“YouVersion” applica on for smart phones and 
computers, a fun and easy way to engage in 
discussion about your faith from the comfort of 
your own home.  On Sunday, February 19, we 
will teach people how to get connected with 
one another during fellowship me. 

My prayer is that, in the days ahead, you will 
experience many signs of the love of God and 
the love of friends and family. 

Your brother in Christ , 
Pr. Paul 

Ì Ash Wednesday services at 12:30 and 6:30 
Ì Online prayer class Wednesdays at 3 pm 
Ì In-person fellowship and study Wednesdays at 6:30 
Ì Daily devo ons in print and online 
Ì Use of “YouVersion” on smart phones and computers. 
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Paul Gibson, Pastor 
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Brenden Hall, Organist and 
 Director of Music 
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Lisa Johnson, President 
Marty Snapp, Vice  President 
Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 
Toni Durilla, Financial Secretary 
Jen Durilla, Recording Secretary 
Chris & Danny Burtless  
Charlie Hahn 
Violet Prepost  
Lynne Tallon 
Pastor Paul Gibson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Organ Bench  

Happy 2023 everyone! Any new year resolu ons to join the 
choir? I hope your January has been filled with as much joy as mine. Thank you 
all for the birthday wishes! Bell choir has officially started up again, so if you’re 
looking for something to do on Mondays at 5:00, please let me know! Our vocal 
choir con nues to grow, but there’s s ll plenty of room for new members, and 
anyone who’s interested is encouraged to join! 

- Brenden Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

SouperBowl of Caring 
Instead of a single day, this year our SuperBowl of Caring (SBOC) event  is  taking place 
over several weeks.  We started in the middle of January and we 
are con nuing un l we cap off the event on Feb 12th. 

We are collec ng food items for distribu on by our food pantry  
in their Friday bagged lunches, such as: 
· PopTarts 
· Applesauce or fruit salad (single-serving cups) 
· Snack cracker packs (single-serving packs) 
· Cookies (any type) in individual packs 
· Jars of grape jelly (our volunteers make PB&J sandwiches to place in the bags) 

Let’s see how many mes we can fill the bins with these items before February 12th! 

Then on February 12th, the Band of Angels will host a Tailgate Party during our regular 
post-service fellowship hour as a celebra on of giving and a thank you for your generosity. 
Enjoy some game-day food:  wings, chili, salad, chips, desserts, and drinks! 

Bring a case of water (16oz bo les) on Feb 12th and get a cket for a prize drawing! 

Our Church Directory—on your computer! 
Did you know that as a church member you can access our directory online?   
Simply go to h ps://directory.ucdir.com/ and enter your unique iden fier to set 
up a user name and password.  It is the same unique iden fier you would have 
used to access the church directory via the Universal Church Directory app on your 
smart phone.  If you don’t know your unique iden fier, contact the church office 
and it can be emailed to you.   
 

You don’t have the directory on your smart phone yet?  The app is available for 
apple or android devices and it provides MORE than just an easy way to find 
contact informa on for your fellow members!   

Link to our “Worship Services” 
playlist on YouTube. 

Need more info on an event at Trinity? 
Check out the entry on our calendar! 

Forgot someone’s 
name?  You can 
look them up by 
name or by photo! 
Click on their 
address and launch 
your map program. 

Quick Links to our 
website and social 
media pages! YouVersion Bible app included! 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

A few years ago, my late husband lost his job, then fell ill. 
I had to financially support our family for some me. As I 
experienced bouts of discouragement, I recalled Peter’s 
words: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life” (John 6:68). So I stayed in the Word, and 
the Lord was faithful to teach me amid my doubt and 
discouragement—even in unexpected ways. 
The historical book of Nehemiah might not seem like an 
obvious place to turn for encouragement. It recounts 
Nehemiah’s efforts to rebuild the broken walls of 
Jerusalem, and chapter 6 includes mul ple efforts by 
Nehemiah’s enemies to discourage him. However, he 
leads the returned exiles to complete the wall 
reconstruc on project despite this heavy-handed 
opposi on. 
So what can we learn from Nehemiah’s response to the 
discouragement from his enemies? 

Know the Truth 
Nehemiah’s enemies assailed his wall-rebuilding efforts 
with every trick possible. They tried to lure him away 
from the job and, later, into sin. They harassed him and 
lied about him. They threatened his life and his 
character. 
Likewise, Satan wants to halt our spiritual growth. He 
uses difficult circumstances (Luke 13:16), character 
assassina on (Rev. 12:9–10), lies (John 8:44), and 
tempta ons (2 Cor. 11:3) to stop us in our spiritual 
tracks, to send us into pits of self-focus. 
Nehemiah’s enemies didn’t succeed, in part because he 
knew the truth. He saw through their ploys. They called 
him to a mee ng four mes. Talk about tenacious evil! 
But Nehemiah knew they intended him harm and 
wanted to lure him away from leading the rebuilding 
efforts. They even used a false prophet who suggested 
Nehemiah sin by entering the temple to avoid an 
assassin. 
We too need to remember the truth about Satan, to be 
“sober-minded” and “watchful” about his tac cs, 
resis ng his a empts to “devour us” and thwart our 
progress in the faith (1 Pet. 5:8–9). 

Speak the Truth 
Nehemiah didn’t just know the truth about his enemies’ 
efforts—he spoke back against Sanballat’s lie that 
Nehemiah wanted to proclaim himself King of Judah. 
Nehemiah regarded this as another a empt to frighten 
the wall repairers, so he called out the lie: “No such 
things as you say have been done, for you are inven ng 
them out of your own mind” (Neh. 6:8). 
Nehemiah spoke the truth to his enemies. And I need to 
speak truth when Satan a empts to discourage me 
about my shortcomings as a wife, mother, and worker. 

I speak the truth to myself—Jesus is in control of my 
spiritual progress, he will one day bring it to comple on, 
and he loves me deeply, even amid my failure. Jesus died 
to forgive my sin and he lives to rid me of it. 
When discouraged in our spiritual lives, we need to see 
the truth about our Enemy and speak the truth about our 
Friend.  

Rely on God 
When Nehemiah approached King Artaxerxes for 
permission to rebuild the wall, he was “very much 
afraid” (2:2). Before he asked the king for this favor, 
Nehemiah “prayed to the God of heaven” (2:4). God 
answered Nehemiah’s prayer, and he was encouraged. 
From that point on, Nehemiah relied on God through 
prayer. His prayers are recorded several mes in the 
book, including in chapter 6: “But now, O God, strengthen 
my hands” (v. 9). It’s easy to become discouraged when 
we rely on our strength and come up short. But as 
Nehemiah found, when we pray for God’s guidance, 
strength, and insight, he provides the help we need to 
persevere in the work he’s given us to do. 

Just Do It 
The returned exiles persisted in the wall reconstruc on 
effort despite opposi on and discouragement, and by 
chapter 6, only the wall gates remained to be rebuilt. The 
opposi on picked up, but Nehemiah and those he led 
finished the wall anyway. They just did it! 
When I’m discouraged, the last thing I want to do is invest 
in spiritual disciplines like fellowship and worship. I’d 
rather sit in a chair and feel sorry for myself. But the way 
out of discouragement is to pick up the phone and call a 
trusted and encouraging Chris an friend or to a end 
worship where we’re reminded of the truth of the cross 
and reassured of God’s love. We need to move forward 
like Nehemiah and just do it—whether we feel like it or 
not. 
Nehemiah could have yielded to discouragement, and so 
might we, but we don’t need to. Like Nehemiah, we can 
know the truth about our Enemy and our God, rely on 
God’s power through prayer, and keep moving forward in 
God’s good plans for us. 
 
 

Lorraine Po er Zechmann (MBA, The Wharton School, 
University of Pennsylvania) spent most of her career in 
marke ng with s nts as a professor, consultant, and, most 
recently, president and CEO of Stonecro  Ministries (an 
evangelis c outreach for women). She’s the author of Rest (a 
Bible study for seekers) and she occasionally blogs at 
holidaylonging.wordpress.com. Lorraine and her husband, Bill, 
share six children, six grandchildren, and two dogs. They live in 
Kansas and Nebraska and belong to New Song Church in 
Gretna, Nebraska. 
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The TLC Bulle n Board 

 

Next Council 
Meeting: 
Feb 15th 

 

 

Online Gathering(s) this month:  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your TLC Window cling!   
Donate to our Elevator Fund and 
receive a TLC “Red Door” window 

cling as a thankyou! 

402 615 714
402 615 714

80% of 
arguments 

start because 
someone hasn’t 

eaten yet. 

WE ARE 
COLLECTING 

JACKETS 
FOR THOSE 

IN NEED 

  COATS 

HOODIES 

JACKETS 

Annual Meeting:   
After worship on Sunday Feb 5th! 

Finally, all of you, have unity 
of mind, sympathy,  brotherly 
love, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind… 
for to this you were called. 

- 1 Peter 3:8-9 

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner 

at IHOP 
4671 Park Blvd 

Pinellas Park, FL 
 

Join us at 6pm on 02/21/23 
Sign up sheet on the bulletin board in 

Van Horne Fellowship Hall! 
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- Gerry 
gmunger1@gmail.com 

Have YOU tried YouVersion?   
by Lisa Johnson 

YouVersion is an online and mobile Bible 
pla orm which is available for smartphone 
and desktop and is also embedded in 
Trinity’s Church directory applica on.  This 
free tool allows you to listen to audio Bibles, 
create Prayers, study with Friends, and 
explore 2,000+ Bible versions.  The over 800 
devo onal plans contain a sharing op on 
called “talk it over”, where you can read a 
daily message with associated scriptures 
then discuss with the other par cipants.  I 
have been sharing these devo onal plans 
with Pastor Paul and Chris Burtless and we 
have had some really interes ng 
conversa ons!  If you would like to be part 
of a 4 day devo onal plan beginning on Ash 
Wednesday called God’s Word for Life, 
install the app on your phone or desktop and 
let me know so I can invite you to the 
plan.  If you need help, just ask!   

Ed Note:  Members can find Lisa Johnson’s 
contact details in our church directory!  (see p. 2) 

Carillon Update 
 

Many thanks to all who have donated funds 
toward the cost of our new carillon.   
It is now paid in full!!! 

Total Cost:   $7320.00 
Dona ons:   -     7320.00 
Remaining:  $  0.00 

The Carillon made its debut the week before Christmas. It has been chiming 
the hour from 9am-6pm each day, and playing a randomly selected 
seasonal hymn a er the noon hour chime. 

Elevator Update 
Thanks also to all who have donated funds 
toward the cost of repairing our elevator!  
We have raised over half of the cost already, 
but we’ll have to pay 100% up front to have 
the new drive ordered and installed. 

Total Cost:   $23,556.15 
Dona ons:   -     12,875.00 
Remaining:    $  10,681.15 

Mark your dona ons toward this project as “Elevator.” 

Wheelchair Ramp? 
We are also working on ge ng a wheelchair 
ramp designed and built for us so that we are 
s ll accessible if our elevator goes out again.  
We do not yet have a cost on this project.   

Total Cost:        <unknown> 
Dona ons:   -     10,225.00 
Remaining:     $  <unknown>    

Mark your dona ons toward this project as “Wheelchair Ramp.” 

February 19 is “Bring Your Phone, Tablet, 
or Laptop to Church” Sunday! 

Bring one of these electronic devices and, 
during fellowship me, we will show you 
how to connect with one another on the 
“YouVersion” applica on. 

Although our elevator is out of service and we are unable to provide the midweek hot meal from 
our loca on,  we have been successful in partnering with Christ United Methodist Church to use 
their facility!  Pastor Dawn Worden was excited about providing space for us to resume hot 
meals on Wednesdays in their chapel, which holds tables for 40+ people.   

In discussion with her, it was clear that our concern for the underserved and  homeless people is 
mutual.  In fact, she indicated that her congrega on has provided periodic meals for these folks 

in the past.  With that in mind, we discussed having her interested members observe our opera on in person, then, if 
interested, partner with Metropolitan Ministries as a meal site on a different day.  That piece is in the early stages, but 
certainly looks posi ve!  We all look forward to sharing in this common ministry 

Grace, Amazing Grace! 
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(JACQUE—Con nued on next page) 

Lenten Devotions 
centered around  

“The 1619 Project.” 

 
In August of 1619, a ship appeared on the horizon, 
near Point Comfort, a coastal port in the English 
colony of Virginia. It carried more than 20 
enslaved Africans, who were sold to the colonists.  
No aspect of the country that would be formed 
here has been untouched by the years of slavery 
that followed.   

Order a copy of this book now ($10-20) from your 
favorite bookseller (print or digital)  and get ready 
for daily devo ons based on this new origin story. 

Each day in Lent (beginning on Ash Wednesday), 
Pr. Paul will send an email and/or post on 
facebook a reference  to a passage in the book 
and raise points to ponder in your devo ons. 
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02/05 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Lisa, & Violet 
Lector:   Daryl Stewart 
Communion Assistants: Lynne Tallon, Daryl Stewart   
Altar Flower Sponsor:  (open) 

02/12 Ushers/Greeters:  Paul, Jan, Lisa, & Ma hew 
Lector:   Marty Snapp 
Communion Assistants: Alan Due, Lisa Johnson   
Altar Flower Sponsor:  (open) 

02/19 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Alan, & Suzanne 
Lector:   Paul McKay 
Communion Assistants:  Paul Frakes, Jan Frakes   
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

02/26 Ushers/Greeters:   Violet, Ma hew, Paul, & Jan 
Lector:   Jacque Bishop 
Communion Assistants:  Teresa Zeoli, Kim Snyder  
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

02/05 Marty Snapp 
02/06 Ginni Truglio 
02/10 Steve Stanley 
02/13 Craig Mowrer 
02/18 David Amann 
02/23 Sean Reynolds 
02/24 Paul McKay 
02/26 Alan Due 

02/16 Matthew & Jen Reitz 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 Volunteers are always welcome! 

Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lector/Communion:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 

(JACQUE—Con nued from page 6) 
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29 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

30 
 

 

5p Bell Choir 

31 Feb 1 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

 

2 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

3 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

4 

5 
 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Annual 
Meeting  

6 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

7 

 

8 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

 

9 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

10 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 

11 
 
10a Cong Bkfst 
 
 

12 
 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
SouperBowl of 
Caring Party 

 

13 
 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 
6p Council Meeting 

16 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

17 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 
 
 

18 
 

 

19 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
Bring Your Phone 
to Church Day 

 

1p  Fleet Reserve  

20 

 
 

Office Closed 

21 

 
6p Shrove 

Tuesday 
Pancake 
Supper 

 

 

22 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a Community 
Meal 

12:30p Worship Svc 

6:30p Worship Svc 

 

23 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

24 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

25 
 

 

 

 

26 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
 

27 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

28 

 
 
 

 

Mar 1 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

2 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

3 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

4 
 

 

 

 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 

 

We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day 
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    
Links can also be found on our website:  h ps://trinitylutheranstpete.org/outreach/worship/       

Feb 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

Presidents’ Day 

Valentines Day 

Ash Wednesday 


