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Sunday, January 29, 2023  
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of our Savior, 
let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are trapped in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the words of our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
It is God’s mercy that makes us new. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW #669 

 

GREETING 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  R 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  R 
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom 
to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst 
for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words 
and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. 
God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish 
sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love 
loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the 
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, 
the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel.  
3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied 
you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King 
Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and 
what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 
acts of the LORD.”  
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before 
God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
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with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  8He has 
told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God? 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM: Psalm 15 
Congregation begins by singing the refrain and repeats when indicated by “R” 

 
          

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
   they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. R 
 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear  
  the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back  
  their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
  against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never  
  be overthrown. R 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid 
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and 
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes 
true wisdom and power for believers. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For 
it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
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proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Word of God. Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Please stand 
Congregation begins by singing the “Alleluia” refrain: 
 

      
Choir:  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven 

Congregation repeats the “Alleluia.” 
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

The good news of God’s love according to Matthew. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, 
and taught them, saying: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  

 

A brief period for silent meditation will follow at the conclusion of the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Let Streams of Living Justice ELW #710 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again;   
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.      
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 
After each petition: 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
At the conclusion of the prayers: 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting the 
wisdom and power revealed in Christ.  Amen 

TΗΕ SHARING OF PEACE 
We will not be passing the offering plate during the offertory music. 
You can use the QR code printed here to make a contribution on our website; 
or you can drop off your offering as you leave at the end of worship. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN:  When the Poor Ones (v. 1, 4) ELW #725 

 
     

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

           
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown 
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son, and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed 
your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God prepares a feast for all people. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN:  Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table ACS #977 

 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW #551 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, following the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
      [Recording ends] 

 
 
 

Join us for coffee and a time of fellowship after the service in the Van Horne Fellowship Hall. 
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Last Week:   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those serving this month: 

 
 
 

Birthdays this week: Anniversaries this week: 

01/24 - none -  12/09 - none   -   
 

 

Prayer List: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you visiting?  Tell us about yourself!  
Do you have a prayer request?  Let us know! 
Do you want to receive emails from us or give us updated contact information? 
Use this QR Code to send us a note via our “Digital Connect Card.” 
Or use the form on the clipboard in your pew. 
 

 
“Special Giving” Fund Drives: 

 Carillon Elevator Repair Wheelchair Ramp 
Amount Needed: $7,320.00 $23,556.15 <unknown> 
Received to-date: 7,320.00 $12,885.00 10,225.00 
Remaining: Paid In Full!! $10,671.15 <unknown> 

 
 
 

  

Attendance Giving 

49 

Current:  466.75    
Dedicated: 1696.00  
Total: 2162.75  

Service Ushers/Greeters Lector Communion Assistants Altar Flowers  
01/01 Barb, Janet, Violet, & Lisa Suzanne Bohning Alan Due/Lisa Napolitano (open) 
01/08 Carol, Arlene, Suzanne, & Lisa Phil Rearick Kim Snyder/Violet Prepost (open) 
01/15 Barb, Janet, Violet, & Lisa Gretchen Frederick Paul Frakes/Jan Frakes Trudy Daniels IHO brother’s 23rd wedding anniv 
01/22 Carol, Arlene, Violet, & Lisa Stephen Hewitt Lynne Tallon/Daryl Stewart (open) 
01/29 Barb, Janet, Alan, & Matthew Teresa Zeoli Teresa Zeoli/Kim Snyder Trudy Daniels  

Pastor Paul and his ministry here 
Lynne Tallon and her ministry here 
Brenden Hall and his ministry here 
 

D’Ann Fanning – Strength & comfort (caregiver) 
Kim Snyder – Strength & healing  
 
 

For those suffering from cancer: 
Jim Tallon 
Lyle Fanning (Betty Napolitano’s son-in-law) 

For those homebound: 
Doris Bertoluzzi (Menorah Manor) 
Lorna Holder 
Shirley Taylor (Lexington Ext. Care – Rm 8B) 
Jeanne Tipton (Grand Villas – Memory Care) 

For those grieving the loss of a loved one: 
Friends and family of Priit & Judy Rebane 
Friends and family of Gus Stavros 
Friends and family of Don Rolander 
Friends and family of Rev. “Buz” Van Horne 
Friends and family of Allen Denham 
Friends and family of T. Calvin (Cal) Cook 

Prayer requests will remain active for 3 months 
unless a shorter timeframe is requested.  
Please request a renewal if required after 3 months. 


