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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familiar carols play… ” 

JANUARY 2023 

(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow ) 

I heard bells playing at noon on Christmas 
Eve.  They tolled the hour and then launched 
into a Christmas carol.  It was the first me I 
heard our newly installed carillon in ac on, 
and it filled me with joy and with hope. 

Joy and hope, because this congrega on 
con nues to trust that God has plans for us 
in downtown St Pete.  At a me when we 
could be “circling the wagons,” pinching 
pennies, and fearful of what lies ahead, the 
members of the church council con nue to 
suggest investments that will help us 
communicate with our neighbors. 

Both the mass-mailing of postcards 
adver sing our Christmas services and the 
purchase of the carillon were ideas that came 
from council members, not the pastor or 
staff.  All I could do was smile as people said, 
“Yes!  Let’s do it!” 

We con nue to have visitors on Sunday 
mornings.  Regular worshipers con nue to be 
faithful in their giving.  But 2023 is already 
presen ng new challenges for us. 

A er years of displaying a bad temperament, 
the drive on our elevator has completely 
failed—and at the worst possible me.  The 
company that installed it says it will need to 
be completely replaced; compe ng 
companies say they can repair it. 

Either way, it will be months before we have 
a working elevator again.  And, if you’re 
wondering, there is no quick way of installing 
a ramp. 

This doesn’t just keep people from a ending 
worship; it also impacts our ability to offer the 
third floor to groups holding mee ngs and 
events, and it makes it impossible for us to 
serve hot meals to the community. 

The repair and/or replacement of the elevator’s 
drive will cost somewhere between thirteen 
thousand and twenty-four thousand dollars.  
We will have to hold a special congrega onal 
mee ng to approve spending such a large 
amount of money.  The funds will need to come 
out of our dwindling financial assets, but we can 
all make contribu ons to cover some of the 
costs. 

Please consider making a dona on of any 
amount for the repair of our elevator.  Those 
who do so will receive a “window cling” 
adver sing the church as a “thank you” gi ! 

The carol I quoted at the beginning of this 
ar cle is from a poem by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, the author of “Hiawatha,” 
“Evangeline,” and “The Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere.”  He wrote it during the Civil War; the 
middle verses of the poem, which are rarely, if 
ever, sung, reflect the horrors of a war that 
tears families apart. 

In a me when many are again worried about 
the unraveling of American ideals and values, 
perhaps we should read the whole poem…and 
be reminded again of God’s ideals and values. 

 

(See poem on page 5) 

Your brother in Christ , 
Pr. Paul 

I suppose when we wake on January 1 the world will look the same. But there is a reminder of 
the Resurrec on at the start of each new year, each new decade. That’s why I also like sunrises, 
Mondays and new seasons. God seems to be saying, “With me you can always start afresh.”  

—Ada Lum  

Fresh Start 
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Notes from the Organ Bench  
Hello Trinity Family! I hope you all enjoyed our Christmas services 

and had a wonderful holiday season. Thank you all so much to 
everyone who contributed to the special music fund and allowed us to have a 
string quartet on Christmas Eve! If you enjoyed all the extra musicians we have 
and would like to see more of them, please donate to the special music fund! 
Maybe we’ll get enough to bring the full quartet back for Easter? Bell choir 
rehearsals will be on a break un l January 23rd, so if you’re interested in joining, 
this would be a great me (as would any other!). Vocal choir prac ce starts back 
up again Thursday January 5th, please let me know if you’re interested in joining 
and/or learning how to sing! 

See you Sunday! - Brenden Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

In 2022, we saw the deaths of three former TLC pastors: Patricia Large, “Buz” 
VanHorne, and Priit Rebane.  Of those, only Priit was s ll living in the St.Pete 
area.  Our member, Bob Skidmore, was able to a end his memorial service on 
Monday, Dec 12th, and supplied the photos below from that service as well as 
a copy of the St. Petersburg Times ar cle from 06/22/1950 featuring the 
Rebane family’s arrival as Pinellas County’s first DPs (displaced persons). 

Looking Back 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

What Habakkuk Teaches Us 
About Being Quiet 
My house is rarely quiet. So 
when I can sneak away from the 
four kids and barking dog to run 
an errand alone, I some mes sit 
in a parking lot for an extra five 
minutes. But too o en, instead 
of savoring the silence, I add 
noise. I check messages, finish 
listening to a podcast episode, or answer emails. 
Silence can be awkward. And it feels painfully 
unproduc ve. I don’t want to miss out on the chance to 
catch up with people or check something off my to-do 
list. I certainly don’t want to deal with the underlying 
worries and fears plaguing my own soul, so I shove those 
down, using digital content like a Whac-A-Mole hammer 
to keep my angst from rising to the surface. 
Taking in informa on isn’t bad. But in our content-
saturated culture, it’s too easy to fill every moment or 
numb every uncomfortable feeling with some form of 
noise. As the prophet Habakkuk demonstrates, though, 
some mes what our minds and souls really need is to 
prac ce being silent before God. Here are three reasons 
why. 
1. Silence can be an act of worship. 
In the book of Habakkuk, we find the prophet distraught 
over the wickedness and violence he witnessed. Judah 
and its leaders were corrupt, and Habakkuk cried out to 
God, complaining that God wasn’t doing anything about 
it. The prophet went back and forth with God, bringing 
ques ons and complaints about God’s apparent silence. 
Then in Habakkuk 2:20 God said, “But the LORD is in his 
holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
We can be quick to give God a piece of our minds, and 
some mes it’s OK to bring our uncensored thoughts to 
him. Habakkuk’s story demonstrates that God can take 
our frustra on and grief, our anger and ques ons. But 
there comes a point when we have to recognize that God 
is God and we are not. Silence before him acknowledges 
our righ ul place. He gets the last word, and he gets our 
worship. 
Time and again, the Old Testament prophets called the 
people to be silent in God’s presence (Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 
1:7; Zech. 2:13), and the Preacher in Ecclesiastes put it 
this way: “Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your 
heart be hasty to u er a word before God, for God is in 
heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words 
be few” (Eccles. 5:2). 
We can worship God in silence when we look out at 

crea on and contemplate the 
grandeur of our Creator. We can 
take a walk outside, choosing to 
forgo headphones once in a while 
so we can li  our eyes and tune our 
ears to the One who made all we 
see and hear. We can build silence 
into our worship services and 
corporate prayer mes, le ng our 
words be few as we revere our 
good and sovereign God. 

2. Silence can reveal our idolatry. 
Habakkuk declares “woes” on those who carve images of 
wood and stone. Right before the command for the earth 
to be silent before God, Habakkuk 2:18–19 says, 
What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal 
image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in his own 
crea on when he makes speechless idols! Woe to him who 
says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can 
this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and 
there is no breath at all in it. 
Maybe we don’t carve images of wood and stone. Yet too 
many of us (including me) are prone to worship the god of 
the glowing rectangle. We seek answers to our 
apprehension and solace in our sorrow from the plas c and 
metal devices displayed like graven images around our 
homes. The comfort of screens requires only a click, and 
Alexa and Siri offer answers now, so it can be all too easy 
for us to make idols of technology. The idols in Habakkuk’s 
day didn’t talk back (2:18–19). I wonder if ours can be even 
more dangerous because they do. 
Our idols, whatever their shape and size, can’t teach us 
what we most need to know. They don’t have in them the 
very breath of God (2:19), and they can’t respond to the 
deepest cries of our souls. Regularly prac cing silence with 
our technology and pu ng our digital tools in their proper 
place can reveal our tendency to idolize them and help us 
reorient our a en on to the true God. 
3. Silence can be an act of trust. 
A er Habakkuk offered his complaints to God in chapter 1, 
he declared, “I will take my stand at my watchpost and 
sta on myself on the tower, and look out to see what he 
will say to me” (Hab. 2:1). It can be easy to complain to 
God. But it’s o en much more difficult to wait pa ently for 
his answer. 
Many mes, we can be quick to seek solu ons from friends, 
experts, and search engines. And they can be helpful and 
necessary resources. But before we run to someone else, 
have we first run to God? Before we a empt whatever 
solu on we’ve devised for our problems, what would it 

(Con nued on page 5) 
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The TLC Bulle n Board 

 

Next Council 
Meeting: 
Jan 16th 

 

Our Weekly Online Gatherings 

   
Mee ng ID for all of the above:  

            402 615 714. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your TLC Window cling!   
Donate to our Elevator Fund and 
receive a TLC “Red Door” window 

cling as a thankyou! 

You 

A dog will eat 
anything until you 

put a pill in it.   
Then he’s Gordon 

Ramsay. 

 

WE ARE 
COLLECTING 

JACKETS 
FOR THOSE 

IN NEED 

  COATS 

HOODIES 

JACKETS 

 

 Targeted for a er worship on Jan 29th 
 

Look for more informa on about our 
annual mee ng to come soon via email. 
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Carillon Update 
 

Many thanks to all who have donated funds 
toward the cost of our new carillon.   
Already we have raised over 73% of the cost! 

Total Cost:   $7320 
Dona ons:   -     5370 
Remaining:   $  1,950  / 

The Carillon made its debut the week before Christmas. It has been chiming 
the hour from 9am-6pm each day, and playing a randomly selected 
seasonal hymn a er the noon hour chime. 

Mark your dona ons toward this project as “Carillon.” 

look like to calm and quiet ourselves before the Lord? 
Silent wai ng can look like spending extended me medita ng on 
God’s Word, listening for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We can sit 
in God’s presence in prayer, prac cing the posture of David when 
he wrote, 
O LORD, my heart is not li ed up; my eyes are not raised too high; I 
do not occupy myself with things too great and too marvelous for 
me. But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with 
its mother. (Ps. 131:1–2) 
Wai ng silently before God is an act of trust, requiring us to 
surrender our will to him. At the end of chapter 3, Habakkuk finally 
u ers the words familiar to many of us: “Though the fig tree should 
not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, . . . yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salva on” (Hab. 3:17–18). 
Habakkuk likely wouldn’t have come to this place of trust without 
first wai ng before God in silence. 
So let us be quiet. Let us wait and listen for the LORD, the only true 
God, the One who hears and answers and offers the very salva on 
and rest we desperately need. 
 
Sarah J. Hauser is a writer and speaker living in the Chicago suburbs 
with her husband and four kids. She shares biblical truth to help 
others find nourishment for their souls. She is the author of All Who 
Are Weary: Finding True Rest by Le ng Go of the Burdens You Were 
Never Meant to Carry (Moody, 2023). Read more 
at sarahjhauser.com, check out her newsle er, or find her on 
Instagram (@sarah.j.hauser). 

(SILENCE.  Con nued from page 3) 

Christmas Bells  
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 
and mild and sweet 
The words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

And thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along 
The unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

Till ringing, singing on its way, 
The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound 
The carols drowned 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

It was as if an earthquake rent 
The hearth-stones of a con nent, 
And made forlorn 
The households born 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
"There is no peace on earth," I said; 
"For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The Wrong shall fail, 
The Right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

 

Pursue Jesus — and your passions 
If you struggle with making and keeping resolu ons, you’re not alone. It can be discouraging to focus on what you’re 
doing “wrong” and all the difficult changes in store. Yet January offers great opportuni es to listen to God’s direc on. 
A er all, Jesus came to give us abundant life and wants us to pursue him. 
As you review the previous year, ask: What brought me joy? How did I grow? How did I help others? What did I do 
that no one else could have done? Whether your list includes spending me outside, mentoring or coaching young 
people or making cra s to give away or sell, con nue doing what brings you joy. God gives us each unique gi s and 
circumstances, so live passionately for him this year! 
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    God be with you always, 
Deacon Lynne 

Hello, Trinity Family! 
I was asked if I would write a “li le something” about myself.  My 
quick response was “sure I can!”  I am on my third day of trying to 
do this. 
Here we go… I was born in Memphis, Tennessee in July 1953.  My 
dad was a chemistry teacher at the local high school and was also 
a ending college seeking a degree in pharmacy. 
He was a pharmacist for many years, and it was that work that 
brought our family to the Tampa Bay area.  I a ended Happy Time 
Kindergarten in Tampa at the me my father was working at a 
pharmacy on Buffalo Ave.  Our family moved to St. Pete a couple of 
years a er that; we bought a house in Kenneth City across from 
Dixie Hollins High School and down the street from my Aunt Mary 
and Mammow.  It was like growing up as “one of the Waltons” — 
lots of family and lots of love! 
I grew up in the Methodist church.  My dad was Youth Director and 
Head Usher at St. Mark’s Methodist for as long as I can remember.  
He came down with Parkinson’s disease and passed away (too soon) 
at the age of 51.  I s ll miss him. 
I became an op cian and met my first husband, Allen Stoll, at work 
— he was also an op cian.  We had two children.  Neal was born in 
1977, and Mary Allyn in 1985. Allen died in 1983 of liver cancer. I 
was widowed at 30 and le  with two children under the age of 7.  I 
con nued to run our op cal shop with Mary in a playpen at my 
office. I was handling it all with the mantra “God won’t give me 
more than we can handle.  One foot in front of the other!”    
Would you believe that I met Don at work, too?  We knew a lot of 
the same people.  I was working in an op cal shop with a friend of 
Don’s father and it turned out that I had gone to school with Don’s 
cousin — we only realized it when we bumped into each other at a 
wedding.   Don, of course, told me he was never going to marry me.  
I told him “of course you will.  I love you.”  I called his mother who 
said she would take care of everything.  She did.  We were married 
on May 28th, 1994 (28 years ago).    
It was actually through Don that I discovered I am a Lutheran.  I 
a ended church with him at Redeemer.  It felt right; I was home.  I 
loved the message I heard.   
Neal s ll lives  in the St. Petersburg area, working as an op cian.  
But to my great sorrow, daughter Mary died in 2016, just three days 
before her 31st birthday.  And I s ll try to go back to Tennessee abut 
once a year to visit cousins as well as  to remember departed loved 
ones as I visit their gravesites. 

Blessings to my Trinity family, 
This has been an ac ve me 
for all of us as we go about 

doing "God's Work - Our 
Hands."  Our many volunteers have 

cleaned the Fellowship hall, the Sanctuary, 
and decorated the church for Christmas 
services.  The community has enjoyed hot 
lunch on Wednesdays and the food pantry 
(sack lunch, hygiene products and clothes) 
on Fridays.  Trinity’s Band of Angels and the 
Fleet Reserve Associa on together are 
providing a Christmas food basket and gi  
cards for a family of 3 (mother and 2 
children).   I'm sure I've missed something, 
but as you can see Trinity is alive and well 
doing "God's Work-Our Hands". May you 
con nue to be a blessing to others and each 
other. 

Sharon Ness  
5900 Shore Blvd S, Apt 610 
Gulfport, FL  33707-5937 
sharonrness@mac.com 
813-712-0243 (M) 

Transferred from Bethany 
Lutheran (ELCA) in Nevis, MN 
effec ve 12/17/22 
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01/01 Ushers/Greeters:   Barb, Janet, Violet, & Lisa 
Lector:   Suzanne Bohning 
Communion Assistants:  Alan Due, Lisa Johnson 
Altar Flower Sponsor:  Leah Heinicke 

01/08 Ushers/Greeters:  Carol, Arlene, Suzanne, & Lisa 
Lector:   Phil Rearick 
Communion Assistants:  Phil Rearick, Violet Prepost  
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

01/15 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Lisa, & Violet 
Lector:   Gretchen Frederick 
Communion Assistants:   Paul & Jan Frakes 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

01/22 Ushers/Greeters:   Carol, Arlene, Lisa, & Violet 
Lector:   Stephen Hewi  
Communion Assistants:  Lynne Tallon, Daryl Stewart   
Altar Flower Sponsor:   (open) 

01/29 Ushers/Greeters:    Barb, Janet, Alan, & Ma hew 
Lector:   Teresa Zeoli 
Communion Assistants: Teresa Zeoli, Kim Snyder    
Altar Flower Sponsor:  (open) 

01/01 Helena Barlee 
01/01 Sharon Lutz 
01/02 Spring Smith 
01/04 Doug Forcino 
01/07 Larry Lutz 
01/13 Ruth Wilson 
01/14 Diana Shipley 
01/17 Brenden Hall 
01/20 Paul Stavros 
01/23 Alex Barlee 
01/24 Lisa Valentine 

 None 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 Volunteers are always welcome! 

Please Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lector/Communion:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 
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Q

ui
z How old was Abram when he followed God’s call to leave Haran and 

travel to a new land?  

A. 25 
B. 50 

Answer: C (See Genesis 12:4.)  

C. 75 
D. 100  

I am convinced that love is the 
most durable power in the 
world. It is not an expression of 
imprac cal idealism, but of 
prac cal realism. Far from 
being the pious injunc on of a Utopian 
dreamer, love is an absolute necessity for 
the survival of our civiliza on. To return hate 
for hate does nothing but intensify the 
existence of evil in the universe. Someone 
must have sense enough and morality 
enough to cut off the chain of hate and evil, 
and this can only be done through love. 

—Mar n Luther King Jr. 

Jan 16:  MLK Jr Day 
On January 6 Chris ans 
celebrate Epiphany, when the Magi came to worship baby Jesus. 
Epiphany, which means an appearance or manifesta on, 
symbolizes the first recogni on of the Savior by non-Jews. 
Because Epiphany also is a reminder that Jesus came as the light 
of the whole world, its symbols include light, candles and a star. 

How did the wise men know — and how do we know — that 
Jesus is the light of the world? As preacher George Bu rick said, 
“It would li le avail to ask how we know. That would be like 
asking how we know that Beethoven’s ‘Hymn to Joy’ is joyous. If 
a man were to say, ‘It is not joyous to me,’ he would not 
condemn the music; he would tell only his morbidness. There is 
no logic to establish an axiom, for an axiom is the basis of all 
logic; and the soul of Jesus has axioma c truth. Jesus is light, 
and there is no proof for light except light itself.” 

Jan 6:  Epiphany 
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1 
 
 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

2 

 

 

 

 

3 4 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

5 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

6 
 
 

9:30a TLC Pantry 

7 

8 
 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  

9 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

10 

 

11 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

12 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

13 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 

14 
 
10a Cong Bkfst 
 
4p  Cockerham-

Vertus Wedding 
 

 

15 
 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
1p  Fleet Reserve  

16 
 
 
 
 
6p Council Meeting 

17 
 

 

 

 

18 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

19 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

20 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
 

23 
 

 
5p Bell Choir 

 

24 

 
 
 

 

25 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

26 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

27 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

28 
 

 

 

 

29 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Annual Meeting  
 
 

30 
 

 

5p Bell Choir 

31 Feb 1 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

2 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

3 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

4 

  Nov 1 2 3 4 5 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 

 

We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day 
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    
Links can also be found on our website:  h ps://trinitylutheranstpete.org/outreach/worship/       

Feb 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

New Year’s Day 

MLK Jr. Day 


