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 Trinity Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Love  

by Welcoming, Worshiping, Learning and Serving 
 

401 Fi h Street North,  Saint Petersburg FL 33701   727-822-3307 
www.TrinityLutheranStPete.org 

 
 

Welcome to Trinity! 
Trinity Lutheran Church is the oldest congregation of our denomination on the 
west coast of Florida, founded in St Petersburg more than 110 years ago and 
still going strong!  
  
You are sitting in our sanctuary, which was constructed in 1923.  The windows 
come from Germany; the striking banners at the front of the room were 
created by one of our members, Halsey Peterson.  Feel free to take a closer 
look at them; they are full of surprising details. 
  
Lutheran worship traditionally calls for a high level of congregational 
participation.  If you are unfamiliar with our way of worship, feel free to 
participate at your level of comfort.  If standing is difficult for you, feel free to 
remain seated. 
  
Holy Communion is offered to all people seeking God.  You can remain in your 
seats or come to the altar for Communion.   
 
 

Our whole service is printed on the following pages.  
Words spoken or sung by the people are in bold type. 
 
 
 

Join us for worship tomorrow and every Sunday  
at 10:00 a.m.! 

  
  Trinity Lutheran Church advocates for racial and economic justice and welcomes all people without 

regard to racial or ethnic distinction, family status, age, economic status, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, or differing abilities.  We invite and encourage all people to participate fully in the life and 

work of this congregation and the whole Christian church. 
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Christmas Eve Music before Worship 

Beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  

  
 

Rejoice! He Is Here! 
arr. Mark Hayes 

Brenden Hall, piano 
 
  

What Child Is This?  
English Ballad (Greensleeves), 16th century 

Stephen Hewitt, Harp 
 
 

Coventry Carol 
arr. Mark Hayes 

Ruth Kern, Cello; Brenden Hall, Piano 
 
  

Christmas Eve Chorales: 
     Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  
     Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

arr. Kevin Hildebrand 
Carol Waidley, Violin; Chris Bolduc, Violin;  

Steven Bossert, Viola; Ruth Kern, Cello; Brenden Hall, Piano 
 
 

Holy Is the Lord  
arr. Kevin McChesney 

Trinity Bell Choir 
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Festive Candlelight Service  
with Holy Communion 

8:00 p.m. 
  
PRELUDE Listen to the Angels arr. Hayes 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  O Come, All Ye Faithful      
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GREETING 
Welcome to this celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, God in human form, born as the son of Mary.  God chose to be 
born into poverty and to experience oppression, and we are invited to 
welcome this vulnerable God into our lives and into our world. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  
HYMN OF PRAISE:  Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that we may walk in the light of your love and 
share that love with others; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
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AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

A READING FROM ISAIAH  9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN:  Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

  

 
 
A READING FROM TITUS 2:11-14 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
  
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Please stand 
Congregation begins by singing the “Alleluia” refrain: 
 

      
Choir:  To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 
Congregation repeats the “Alleluia!”. 

  

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord  
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Christmas Night (The Sussex Carol) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, let us 
pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
After each petition: 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
At the conclusion of the prayers: 

Pondering the mystery of divine love in human flesh, we commend all 
for whom we pray to the mercy of God.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS 
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, 
God has given us grace upon grace: 
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, 
love that can heal every broken heart. 
Hear this word of God's pardon and peace: 
in the name of ☩ Jesus our Savior, 
you are free from all your sins. 
Rise, shine, for your light has come.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  
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OFFERING HYMNS 

Away in a Manger  
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What Child is This? 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You come to us again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 

  



13 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word 
made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat;   this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.     Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior. 
Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 
 
 
 

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
We enter into a time of silence as we pass the Light of Christ to one 
another.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Please do not tip 
lighted candles;  
tip unlighted 
candles to receive 
the flame from a 
lighted candle.   
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 HYMN:  Silent Night, Holy Night!   

      
  
 
BLESSING 

May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
carry you into new and abundant life. Amen. 

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. Amen.  

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
bring harmony to our world. Amen.  

And the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
  

Please exercise cau on when 
ex nguishing candles. 

If possible, snuff out the flame 
with a quick pinch of the 
fingers rather than blowing 
them out while unmasked. 

Lick your fingers first if you 
think you may get burned. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE And the Glory of the Lord (Pinellas String Quartet) 
  



19 
 

The poinsettias gracing the altar and sanctuary 
are given to the Glory of God by the following:  

 

Carol Bertoluzzi  in honor of Doris Bertoluzzi, and  
in memory of Bert Bertoluzzi and Lois Tackett 

Robert Burke  in honor of Kevin L. Boyd, and  
in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Burke II and Allen Denham 

Channell Family: Clay, Audrey, Cameron, Luke, Noah, & Joseph    
in memory of Gary & Rebecca Reitz and Lewis & Doris Nelson. 

Trudy & Greg Daniels in honor and in memory of our family and loved ones. 

Charlene and Bill Diefel in memory of Betty & Dempster Vissman  
and Myrtle Diefel 

Paul & Jan Frakes in memory of their parents 

Ted Hunt in memory of Marie, Dan, & Bill Hunt 

Arlene James in honor and in memory of loved ones 

Paula Loring in honor of George & Muriel Greenlaw 

Helen & Craig Mowrer in honor of Helen Stevener and Joann Stevener, and   
in memory of John F. Stevener 

Gerry Munger in memory of Helen Munger 

Betty Napolitano in memory of Ralph Napolitano, Patricia Kapfhammer,  
and Mark Smith 

John & Karen Potts in memory of Sylvia Miller, Warren Thomas,  
and Johnny L. Potts 

Philip Rearick in memory of Annemarie Rearick 

Mishelle Richards & Thesha Garcia in memory of Pauline & Anthony Kulfan 

Carla Sajda in memory of John P. Sajda 

Robert Schneider in memory of Dorothy Nehls, Glenn Cranzow,  
and Jais Scottmann 

Bob & Vickie Skidmore in memory of Kaethe Skidmore, James T P Skidmore,  
Charlotte E Seibt, Lucie Seibt, Viola Little, and Vala Brown 

Tom & Marty Snapp in memory of loved ones 

Lynne & Jim Tallon in honor of family and friends 

Lisa & David Valentine in honor of and in memory of loved ones 

Ruth Wilson in memory of Newton Wilson and Georgia & Ken Woodburn 
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Our Christmas Tree 
Our Christmas Tree is actually a Chrismon Tree.  The word “Chrismon” (short for “Christian monogram”) 
refers to an ancient symbol for Jesus Christ or a part of his ministry.  North American Lutherans have used 
Chrismon Trees since 1957; Frances Spencer and the women of Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, 
Virginia, created the first. 

The evergreen tree is itself a symbol of the eternal life secured for each of us by the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  Traditionally, a Chrismon Tree is decorated only with white lights and Christian symbol ornaments 
hand-made from white and gold materials.   

The Chrismons on Trinity’s tree were made by many members of our congregation.  They make use of a 
variety of Christian symbols including: 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

The Star of David which 
reminds us that Jesus was 
Jewish. 

The Crown of Thorns, a symbol 
of Jesus’ suffering and death. 

The Butterfly, a symbol of the 
resurrection. 

The Fiery Chariot, a symbol of 
Jesus’ ascension into heaven. 

The first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet; Jesus is the 
beginning and the end. 

The Shamrock symbolizes the 
Trinity: God as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

The Cross and Circle are a symbol 
of Christ’s eternal reign over all 
the earth. 

The first letters of “Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, Savior” spell ichthus, 
the Greek word for “fish.” 

The Star of Bethlehem, which 
proclaimed the birth of Jesus. 

The Dove, a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Anchor Cross, a symbol of 
hope and of the Church. 

The Chi Rho uses the first two 
letters in the Greek word Christ, 
or Messiah. 


