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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

“The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought…” 

NOVEMBER 2022 

(Romans 8:26) 

As we begin an eight-week online class about 
prayer, I want to share excerpts from an online 
devo on on the same subject.  It captures a lot 
of my own opinions and ideas about prayer.  
Maybe it will en ce you to par cipate in our 
Wednesday classes. 

“If we are honest, most of us almost cringe 
when we hear someone say anything about 
prayer. We might even feel like the writers of 
the Psalms who beg God to hear their prayers 
while wondering if God does. The reasoning 
behind our nega ve thought process is 
probably because we don’t think we are doing 
it enough.  

“Billy Graham once said that ‘prayer is simply a 
two-way conversa on between you and God.’ 
Plain and simple. God, our Creator, meets us 
right where we are. We don’t have to fix 
ourselves or put on a happy face before we 
come to God. We can come to God when we 
need peace, guidance, and hope when we feel 
no peace, are completely lost, and have li le to 
no hope. 

“Prayer is simply: 
· an ongoing conversa on with God. 
· ge ng to know God. 
· communica ng our desires to God.  
· listening to God speak to our spirit. 
· voicing our need for God to help us.  
· observing God in crea on and praising God 

for it. 
· si ng with God in our pain and asking God 

to comfort us. 
· expressing our gra tude by thanking God.  

 
“Our prayer lives should be less about a short 
segment in the morning to ‘start our day off 
right’ and more about an ongoing, vibrant, 
open-ended conversa on that we have 

throughout our day with our God—our Heavenly 
Father. 

“We shouldn’t be in midated by prayer. We don’t 
need to wonder if we are doing it ‘the right way’ 
or if we are saying ‘the right thing.’ God simply 
wants to be in an in mate rela onship with us; 
maintaining an ongoing conversa on with God 
throughout our days is the best way to do that.  

“Let’s think of prayer in light of our closest 
rela onships. It could be a sibling, our spouse, or 
a best friend. Our communica on with them is 
easy and natural. We might send a text message, 
make a phone call, or visit with them in person. 
Some mes we have long visits and other mes, 
the messages are brief. We usually don’t begin 
our conversa on with this person like this: ‘Dear 
Jenny, thank you for answering my call today. I am 
excited to talk to you. Today, I want to discuss the 
following things...’ Instead, we have this ongoing 
conversa on that tends to just carry on to the 
next one.  

“Our rela onship with God will grow as we strive 
to keep an ongoing conversa on going. Both short 
and long prayers have their place. But we have to 
bring God into our daily lives and allow God to 
breathe divine peace, hope, comfort, and 
guidance into every aspect of it. 

“If we will treat prayer like we treat that 
rela onship with those closest to us, prayer will 
intertwine throughout all areas of our lives. It will 
connect the parts that we have disconnected from 
God. It will be an ongoing conversa on we have 
with God—filled with moments of gra tude, 
praying for others, and even sharing our 
frustra ons. And if this conversa on is ongoing, 
then truly, is there even a need to ever say 
amen?”  

Your brother in Christ , 
Pr. Paul 
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Notes from the Organ Bench  
 Hello Trinity family, hope you enjoyed your Hallowe - *ahem* - 

Reforma on day! Thank you to Stephen for playing the harp for us 
on Sunday. The prelude was gorgeous and we’re looking forward to hearing 
more! Christ the King Sunday is coming up, and Nicole will be returning to play 
flute for us! If you’re enjoying the music at Trinity, and would like to be a part of 
it, just come up to me a er service and let me know! Whether you already have 
some skills on an instrument or can sing, or haven’t touched anything musical 
with a ten-foot pole but are eager to learn, we’d be happy to have you join us! 

- Brenden Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

“They will know we are Chris ans by our love”  Each 
Wednesday, we celebrate God's love as we serve lunch to 
our brothers and sisters.  They are so apprecia ve of the 
meal, the fellowship and the genuineness of our 
volunteers.  As they leave, they ask God to bless us and 
keep us strong as we serve. 
 

Our volunteers are such special and  dedicated folks.  One of our volunteers told 
me that she always looked forward to ge ng together with her “volunteer 
family.” We understand that not all of our volunteers have a visible presence on 
Wednesday, but realize we are supported by our whole congrega on, by your 
prayers and encouragement.  Thanks to each and every one of you for your love 
and support. 

Soli Deo Gloria, 
Gerry 

gmunger1@gmail.com 

A Good Contagion 
Thanksgiving is key in Chris an prayer, but o en our requests outweigh our 
thanks. By contrast, 85% of prayers in the Jewish prayerbook are blessings of 
thanks, according to Rabbi Evan Moffic. No ng that the Hebrew word for a 
Jewish person — Yehudah — means “one who is grateful,” he states, “Gra tude 
is at the core of how Jews pray.” 

Someone once asked Moffic if he might know about a blessing he’d overheard at 
a restaurant. A er a man proposed to his girlfriend and she said yes, he walked 
quietly to a corner, put on a yarmulke (a sacred Jewish head covering worn in 
prayer) and spoke a blessing. His fiancé teared up. The rabbi said the prayer was 
surely this: “Blessed are you, O God, sovereign of the universe, for giving us life, 
for sustaining us and for enabling us to reach this joy-filled moment.” 

Why was this person so interested? “I am planning to propose to my girlfriend,” 
he shared with Moffic, “and I want to say this prayer with her.” 

Unbeknown to the newly engaged pair, their gra tude transformed another 
couple’s life. When we give thanks to God, not only is our faith strengthened but 
our thanksgiving may inspire others. Gra tude is contagious! 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

“I can’t wait to go home already,” 
groaned my coworker. 

She and I had just spent a hec c 
two hours taking orders from 
waves of difficult customers. We 
were working in the drive-
through at a local fast-food 
restaurant and were sizzling in 
the heat like the filets in the 
kitchen. One of our assigned tasks was direc ng the drive
-through traffic so it flowed in a safe and orderly way, 
similar to a shepherd herding a flock of sheep (which 
gives me a rather amusing picture of how the Lord must 
feel when he deals with us). 

The driver of the last car, who blamed us personally for 
running out of Sprite, had just driven around to the 
window, spewing exple ves out behind him. 

This experience isn’t unique. I’ve worked in the service 
industry for almost five years—since I was 15—with 
previous employers including a sandwich shop and a 
minor league ballpark. 

There have been days where the second I walk into work, 
I want to leave too. My colleagues and I are yelled at, 
disrespected, and treated merely as vessels to obtain 
desires. Not many people look at us at all, let alone in our 
eyes. You would be amazed at how few interact with us 
as if we’re human beings—I always like to say that the 
people are both the best and worst part of the job. 

It’s monotonous, exhaus ng, and not for the faint of 
heart. People who work here o en fall into two 
categories: they’re here as a last resort or are hovering 
here un l “something be er” pops up and tempts them 
away. 

However, I’m content to work in the service industry for 
the rest of my life. 

“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God,” says 1 
Corinthians 10:31. I don’t see the service industry as 
drudgery but as a singular opportunity to serve countless 
people. If I scorn the job God has handed me, I’m 
thumbing my nose at him, telling him I’m too good for it. 
This is pure arrogance. 

Every task I have is a God-given opportunity to glorify him 
by serving the people who walk through the door, and 
that’s an honor—just as it would be to preach the gospel 
in the jungle. It’s an honor to clean tables so the next 
occupants can enjoy a meal without wallowing in the 
mess of the previous customers. It’s an honor to carry an 

overwhelmed mom’s order to her 
table so she can corral her kids. It’s 
an honor to reconcile complaints 
with empathy, realizing we’ve erred 
and have just added an extra hassle 
to someone’s day. 

Some mes I must grit my teeth and 
remind myself of all this. Other 

mes, I completely forget. Yet the 
truth stays: God doesn’t divide our work into categories of 
mostly glorifying, kind of glorifying, and not at all 
glorifying. We are the ones who use those categories, 
contrary to his Word. Every voca onal purpose he gives to 
his people is important to him—including the service 
industry. 

It’s s ll so easy to fall into despair. How are these small 
ac ons at an insignificant restaurant even making a dent in 
the darkness that gathers in every corner of the world, 
especially when no one seems to either no ce or 
appreciate your efforts? 

Paul has an answer for us: “In the Lord your labor is not in 
vain” (1 Cor. 15:58). No ce he doesn’t promise we’ll feel 
this fact, nor even that we’ll see the fruits of our labor. Tim 
Keller paraphrases this verse well: “If the God of the Bible 
exists . . . then every good endeavor, even the simplest 
ones, pursued in response to God’s calling, can ma er 
forever.” 

It isn’t our job to tell the Lord which industry will produce 
the most fruit and then direct him to place us there 
immediately—in fact, as 1 Corinthians 10:31 also tells us, if 
the object of our work is to achieve results, then we’ve 
missed the point en rely. No, let’s not be like Thomas, who 
needed visible proof to believe (John 20:24–25). The Lord 
has said our work done in response to God’s calling will be 
frui ul, and we must trust in that regardless of whether we 
see it come to pass on this side of eternity. 

“I can’t wait to go home already,” groaned my coworker. 
She and I looked at the new line forming, full of people who 
were grumpy and hungry a er comple ng their workday. 
My coworker looked annoyed. I understood her exhaus on, 
yet at the same me, a wave of compassion for the 
customers swept over me. This was probably the worst 
possible me to go home. We had work to do. 

Emily Ellis is a sophomore at North Carolina State 
University, where she is pursuing a major in hor culture 
and a minor in Spanish. She lives in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and a ends Chapel Hill Bible Church. 
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The TLC Bulle n Board 

 

Next Council 
Meeting: 
Nov 21 

 

Our Weekly Online Gatherings 

   
Mee ng ID for all of the above:  

            402 615 714. 

You 

My hobbies 
include eating 

and also thinking 
about the next 
time I will be 

eating. 

Monday, November 28, 2022   In Redeemer Hall 
A package of five screenings to iden fy risk for stroke,  

heart disease and other chronic condi ons will be offered: 
 

· Caro d Artery Screening (Plaque)  (test via ultrasound of caro d arteries) 
· Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening  (tested using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs )  
· Abdominal Aor c Aneurysm (AAA) (test via ultrasound of abdominal aorta) 
· Atrial Fibrilla on  (test via EKG) 

· Osteoporosis Risk Assessment (test via ultrasound on shin bone) 
 

These 5 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.   
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online at h ps://llsa.social/HS 

Sunday, Nov 6th 

WE ARE 
COLLECTING 

JACKETS 
FOR THOSE 

IN NEED 

  COATS 

HOODIES 

JACKETS 
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Life Line Screening, the na on’s leading provider of 
preven ve health screenings, will offer affordable, 
non-invasive and painless health screenings at Trinity 
Lutheran Church on Mon, Nov 28, 2022.  

(see p. 4 bulle n board for more info) 

 

  
   

 

We give thanks for all the saints “who from their 
labors rest,” who have fought the good fight, 

who have gained the crown, especially 
remembering those saints who have joined the 

church triumphant since All Saints Day 2021.   

The company you keep 
At a concert, a Chris an musician talked about growing 
up in the South, saying his accent was a giveaway. Then 
he described his rela onship with Jesus, no ng that he 
spends lots of me in God’s Word. By “hanging out with 
Jesus,” he said, he has “picked up Jesus’ accent.” Just as 
people know he’s from the South because of how his 
voice sounds, they know he follows Christ through his 
ac ons and words. 

Proverbs 13:20 emphasizes that the company you keep 
can greatly influence you, for be er or worse. Imagine 
the impact we can have on other people by hanging out 
with Jesus more! 

Dear God, we invite you into our daily lives. Hang out in 
our hearts and minds so that when people see and hear 
us, they’ll know whose we are. Amen. 

—Julie Lee 

Susan Anderson 
Daryl Cochran 
Amy Datz  
Maffett Dowd 
Pastor Herm 
Ann Holland 
Dee Holloway 
Pat Kapfhammer 
James Koob 
Rev. Patricia Large 
Clair Miller 
Jim Mills 

Edward Osman 
Judy Rebane 
Rev. Priit Rebane 
Dolores Rohrer 
Don Rolander 
Daniel Scholz, Jr 
Karen Sirak 
Janet Spiewak 
Gus Stavros 
Paul Wenger  
Nancy Wey  
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My parents were married at Trinity, in 1980, and I was born shortly 
a er in 1981.  I have been a member at Trinity ever since I was born/
bap zed.  I was a member of the children's choir (yes, Trinity once 
had 2 sets of choirs).  I have been confirmed, been an acolyte, an 
usher, and an assistant minister.  One of my most notable events in 
my life was achieving the rank of Eagle Scout, in 1998.  While in high 
school and college, I worked as a cashier for 6 years at Publix.  A er 
high school, I a ended FSU for my bachelors in Elementary 
Educa on.  I got my first full teaching job, in 2004, at Rawlings 
Elementary.  I then transferred to Skyview Elementary.  Skyview was 
a school that I a ended from K-5th grade and interned while in 
college.  While at Skyview, I earned my Masters Degree in 
Educa onal Leadership at USFSP.  In 2012, my dad passed away a er 
ba ling cancer for 9 years.  In that Fall of 2012, I began a hobby in 
geocaching.  Geocaching is a great hobby to get out doors and meet 
people (you should all try it).  While at a geocaching event, I met my 
soon to be wife, Jen.  While we were da ng, we did a 60 day road trip 
that took us over 14,000 miles across 30 states and 23 Na onal 
Parks. We camped the majority of that me and the other days 
stayed with friends and family.  A er s ll loving each other while 
spending all of that me in a car/tent, we knew we were meant to be 
together.  We married in 2019.  Another tragedy struck our family in 
2019, when my mom passed away suddenly.  Thankfully, I s ll  have a 
sister/brother-in-law with 4 wonderful nephews to carry on our 
parents' legacy.  Currently, I switched from teaching Elementary, to 
teaching math in middle school at Thurgood Marshall Fundamental.  I 
taught math for 5 years and then a er teaching for 18 years, I 
decided to make a change and become a Case Manager while s ll 
working at Thurgood.  My wife and I look forward to whatever the 
future may bring.  

A Veteran’s Service 
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-
1973) led a life of daring and risk, from racing 
cars as a teen to pilo ng warplanes. 
Throughout his experiences, Rickenbacker 
grew in faith while discovering that “life had 
no meaning except in terms of helping 
others.” 

In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, 
Rickenbacker described spending four 
agonizing months of 1941 in the hospital a er 
an accident. While recovering, he pondered 
life and death, concluding that he couldn’t 
give up because he s ll “had work to do, 
others to serve.” 

Less than two years later, that ordeal came in 
handy. A er crashing in the South Pacific, 
Rickenbacker and “seven other starving men” 
were adri  on a ra  for 21 days. Most were 
“so young they needed the strength and 
understanding of a man who had been down 
in the valley of the shadow, who had suffered 
and made sense out of his suffering,” he said. 
“It was clear to me that God had a purpose in 
keeping me alive. … I had been saved to 
serve.” 

Special dates this month: 

· All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 
· Daylight saving time ends, November 6, 2022 
· Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 
· Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2022 
· Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2022 
· First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2022 
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11/06 Ushers/Greeters:   Barb, Janet, Ma hew, & Violet 
Lector:    Phil Rearick 
Altar Flower Sponsor:  Lisa Johnson—IHO Wedding Anniversary 

11/13 Ushers/Greeters:   Paul, Jan, Lisa, & Ma hew 
Lector:    Jacque Bishop 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   Ted Hunt—IMO Marie, Bill, & Dan Hunt 

11/20 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Lisa, & Alan 
Lector:   Brenden Hall 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   Ma hew Reitz—IMO Rebecca Reitz 

11/27 Ushers/Greeters:   Carol, Violet, Alan, & Arlene 
Lector:   Teresa Zeoli 
Altar Flower Sponsor:  Ted Hunt—IMO Marie, Bill, & Dan Hunt 

11/01 Jeanne Oakley 
11/10 Paris Smith 
11/20 Abraham Barlee 
11/25 Danny Burtless 
11/28 Alexanda Barlee 

11/05 Doug & Kim Forcino 

11/08 Lisa & Whitney Johnson 

11/21 Tyler & JJ Thomas 

11/30 Faith & Peter Dunne 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 Volunteers are always welcome! 

Please Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lectors:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 

    God be with you always, 
Deacon Lynne Bi
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Sundays—Sponsor Altar Flowers 
Be an Usher or Lector 
Provide snacks for   Sunday
 fellowship hour 

Wednesdays— Assist with the 
Community Meals Program 

Fridays— Assist in the Food Pantry 
 

Oct-Nov-Dec:  
Band of Angels is collec ng coats 
and sweaters for the needy! 

Sundays— 11am  Coffee Hour a er 
the weekly service 

Mondays—5pm  Handbell Prac ce 

Wednesdays— 9am  Breakfast 
gathering at Kopper Kitchen. 

       3 & 7pm   Prayer Class 

Thursdays — 4pm Choir prac ce 

Saturdays— 10am (1x per month) 
Breakfast gathering at local 
restaurant 

Have you ever had a “God” moment? 

You know, like receiving help  
from a perfect stranger.  
I'll share my “God” moment.   
Several Saturdays ago I was  
grocery shopping at Winn-Dixie.  
As I shopped I became very weak, having 
to hold on to the cart for balance.  When I 
got to the cashier I had difficulty unloading 
my groceries, a woman and her two 
daughters in line behind me got 
the  groceries to the cashier. The two girls 
asked if they could put the bags in my cart, 
I gratefully said yes, please. When I got to 
my car, I was too weak to load the 
groceries. The mother asked where I lived 
and she followed me home. I unlocked the 
trunk and the back door, then went to the 
couch and sat down.  The family unloaded 
my groceries and brought them in the 
house. I guess I looked pre y bad because 
the Mom called 911 and before you know 
it the paramedics arrived, they checked 
my vitals and asked if I needed to go to 
the hospital, I said no.  During all the 
excitement my two neighbors came to see 
if they could help, which they did by 
pu ng away my groceries. The Mom and 
her girls le  and wished me well. I didn't 
even get their names. I do believe that this 
"God moment" sent caring people to help 
me.  So take me to see the "God 
moments" in your life and, if possible, 
share them as I have.  

Which of the following is not called a “fruit of 
the Spirit” — but probably could be?  

A. love 
B. faithfulness 
C. self-control 

D. gra tude 
E. gentleness  

Answer: D (See Galaans 5:22-23.)  

A Challenging Word 
Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money — all above 
what buys necessi es for your families — to feed the hungry, to clothe 
the naked, to help the stranger, the widow, the fatherless; and, indeed, 
as far as it will go, to relieve the wants of all mankind? How can you, how 
dare you, defraud the Lord, by applying it to any other purpose? 

—from a sermon by John Wesley 
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Oct 30 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

31 

 

1 2 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

3 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

4 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

5 

6 
 
 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
 

7 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

8 

 

9 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

10 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

11 
 
 

 

9:30a TLC Pantry 
 

12 
 
 
10a Cong Bkfst 
 

 

13 
 
 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  

14 
 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

15 
 

 

 

 

16 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

17 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

18 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 
 
 

19 
 

 

20 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
1p  Fleet Reserve  

21 
 

 
5p Bell Choir 

6p Council Meeting 

22 

 
 
 

 

23 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

24 
 
 

 

25 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

26 
 

 

27 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

28 
 
LifeLine Screening 

(3rd Floor) 
 

5p Bell Choir 

29 30 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

3p  Prayer Class 

7p  Prayer Class 

Dec 1 
 
 

 

4p Choir Rehearsal 

2 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

3 

  Nov 1 2 3 4 5 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 

 

We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day 
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    
Links can also be found on our website:  h ps://trinitylutheranstpete.org/outreach/worship/       

Dec 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

WELCA Retreat—Lake Yale ¸ DST Ends  · 

<— Lake Yale 

Thanksgiving  

Veterans Day 


