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Trinity Lutheran Church 
401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

…we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 
but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these.   

OCTOBER 2022 

(1 Tim 6:7-8)  

I am content for a number of reasons.  I am 
surrounded by people who love me.  I have 
stumbled upon a career that is extremely 
fulfilling.  I trust in God’s desire for me to 
have abundant and eternal life.  But I am 
surrounded by forces that do not want me to 
be content. 

The 21st century promises that we can have 
anything we want, and we can have it at our 
door today.  The ease of having more erodes 
at my contentment with what I have. 

Some mes, I can laugh when TV commercials 
offer fulfillment with air fresheners, an -
perspirant, and the so est and strongest 
toilet paper imaginable.  Some mes, I’m 
even pleased to know that a new product or 
service is available. But adver sing is 
designed to make me feel inadequate and 
incomplete.  And it pushes my bu ons in lots 
of ways of which I am not even aware. 

Poli cal ads are worse, playing on my fears, 
resentments, and insecuri es, so that 
someone can enjoy a few more years in 
Tallahassee or Washington, DC.  Even the 
most sincere and well-inten oned poli cian 
has to manipulate people in order to have 
the opportunity of serving them. 

It o en takes a war in Ukraine or famine in 
Africa to remind us of how fortunate we are.  
And we feel joy when we are able to help those 
less fortunate—dona ng food and clothing to 
the church and making contribu ons to the Red 
Cross. 

That’s because we are not designed to find 
contentment within ourselves. 

Whenever your sense of contentment is 
threatened, direct your a en on to the 
community in which you have been placed with 
your unique abili es and life experience.  Look 
for opportuni es to give and to love. 

We are the children of a God of love—a God 
who exists in the giving and receiving of 
uncondi onal love.  It makes sense that our 
las ng contentment and fulfillment will come 
from our rela onships.   

Our rela onships with one another.  Our 
rela onship with crea on itself.  Our 
rela onship with God.  Strengthening any one 
of these will nourish the others. 

As we move into the last months of the year, 
let’s commit to nourishing be er rela onships 
within and around our faith community.   

Your brother in Christ , 
Pr. Paul 

On Tuesday, Sept 20th, we were saddened to hear that Judy Rebane, wife of  
Pr. Priit Rebane, had passed away. Priit served as Trinity’s pastor for 15 years 
(1975-1990). His father, Hans Rebane, had been an assistant pastor at Trinity for 
two years (from 1950-1952), when Trinity  sponsored their family as displaced 
persons a er WWII.   
Judy was a seventh-grade math teacher in St. Petersburg for a number of years. 
They had two sons, Mike and Sco . 
I moved to Florida in 1994, so I only knew Pr. Rebane only as the minister who 
led the Estonian services at Trinity.  I was interested to find an ar cle in the 
Tampa Bay Times archives wri en about him and his family. 
 (see “Past Glory” on p. 5 for that ar cle) 
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Notes from the Organ Bench  

Hello Trinity Family, I have some exci ng news to share about the 
music for the rest of the year! This coming Christmas Eve, we will have Nicole 
returning to play flute for us, as well as a string quartet!   If you would like to 
contribute to music on Christmas Eve, or any other services, please join our bell 
choir or vocal choir as they will be playing a large role! We have a solid set of 
voices in choir, so if you’re hoping to learn how to sing it’s a great me to come 
join us. We also have many bells that are currently going unused because we 
need more people to play them! If you’re interested in either of these choirs 
and would like to learn how to sing/play bells, just let me know a er service on 
Sundays! - Brenden Hall 

Organist and Director of Music 

A “SMART” OPPORTUNITY 
People are connec ng with God and with one another by using a smart-phone 
app called YouVersion.  It allows you to read the Bible in a wide variety of 
transla ons and to talk to others about what you’re reading. 
The makers of the app have collected an impressive collec on of structured Bible 
studies and daily devo ons.  Some can be completed in as li le as three days, 
and you can invite other people to join you in doing them. 
Because the studies and devo ons come from a wide variety of Chris an 
tradi ons, you will “bump into” understandings of God that differ from your 
own.  But that can also be a topic of discussion. 
A few members of the congrega on are currently tes ng out the YouVersion app 
with one another.  We’ll soon be demonstra ng it to everyone during fellowship 

me.  But, if you like exploring apps on your phone, you don’t have to wait.  You 
can even lead the way. 
If you have already downloaded  and installed our church directory app to your 
phone, the YouVersion Bible is included, so just look for this 
logo:   
If you are not a current member of our congrega on, you can 
s ll download the YouVersion Bible app as a standalone.   
Check it out, and tell us what you discover! 

PRAYER CLASS 
This fall, Pastor Paul wants to offer a class about prayer.   
It will discuss why we pray and what we hope to 
accomplish through prayer.  It will look at the prayers we 
offer in Sunday worship and the prayers we offer in daily 
life.  It will teach some classic “methods” of prayer, but it 
will also just explore the concept of having a rela onship with God. 

It will be the kind of class that you can “drop in” on whenever you like.  But it 
needs to have a core group of people commi ed to mee ng, and prac cing, 
and talking about what they experience. 

If you are one of those people, tell Pastor when and how you want this class to 
meet so it can become a part of your  fall faith journey. 
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Shared by Daryl Stewart 

On our family trip to the Canadian 
Rockies this summer, we saw a lot 
of rivers and streams. Our boys, 
Chet (4) and Ira (2), loved throwing 
pebbles and rocks into these 
flowing waters every chance they 
got. It’s a universal boyish ins nct.  
The more I pondered the image of 
the boys throwing stones into 
rivers, the more I started to see: we 
are the stones. The pebbles, awkwardly swept downstream 
in a muddy, violent current we can’t resist. We’re molded 
and shaped, eroded and transported, by the force of water 
we call me. And one day, like every stone whi led down 
by enough years of liquid force, we’ll become merely 
gravel and sand. Dust to dust (Eccles. 3:20). 
While we live, though, we are like stones dwelling in the 
constant mo on of me’s river. Some mes, when the flow 
is tranquil, we rest in one place for a season. We build 
community with other rocks, and we’re formed as much by 
how we jostle against each other as we are by the force of 
the water itself. 
But then there are moments when the current is so swi  
and forceful that we’re abruptly dislodged from the rock 
pile we called home and displaced downstream in a 
drama c reloca on. These deluges always come more 
suddenly than we like. Call them flash floods. Rarely do we 
have the chance to say proper goodbyes to the stone 
comrades we sat with for a me. We blink and we’re both 
in different places in the river, lodged in with new rock 
piles for another temporary stretch. 
So goes the harsh stream of me—indifferent to our 
human longing for permanence of place and people. Just 
when we a ach to one, circumstances beyond our control 
move us on to another. 
It’s not a sad thought, to be aware of the relentless river 
and the impossibility of anchoring somewhere in it forever. 

Just as I experience a mysterious 
joy watching a river’s movement 
(aren’t all humans ins nc vely 
drawn to the beauty and truth of 
flowing water?), I accept with 
gra tude that my place in the river 
is provisional and tenuous.  
 One, I know the river will end 
somewhere, in a sea of tranquility 
and everlas ng rest (Heb. 4:1–11). 
Perhaps the stones I knew, loved, 

and finally lost on the journey will be there too. Maybe 
we’ll share memories of our respec ve cascading dramas 
that got us there and that some mes overlapped. 
Two, I trust the river’s source. If I thought the forceful 
current of me was just a random, purposeless flow, there 
would be no consola on in surrendering to its force. There 
would be only despair and a desperate swimming for the 
proverbial shore. But I know the river has a source, and a 
created beginning, and that its path is not aimless. 
In that kind of stream, however punishing the journey s ll 
is, I find a measure of calm and comfort. It’s the serenity of 
knowing I’m on a path with a des na on, and so are my 
wife, kids, and everyone else I love and encounter. None of 
us can stop the flow. But if we trust the source and know 
there’s a des na on, we can enjoy the ride—safe passage 
to the s llest waters we’ll ever know, and an infinitely 
be er shore. 
———————————————— 

Bre  McCracken is a senior editor and director of 
communica ons at The Gospel Coali on. He is the author of The 
Wisdom Pyramid: Feeding Your Soul in a Post-Truth 
World, Uncomfortable: The Awkward and Essen al Challenge of 
Chris an Community, Gray Ma ers: Naviga ng the Space 
Between Legalism and Liberty, and Hipster Chris anity: When 
Church and Cool Collide. Bre  and his wife, Kira, live in Santa 
Ana, California, with their three children. They belong 
to Southlands Church, and Bre  serves as an elder. You 
can follow him on Twi er. 

Do you look around on a Sunday morning and say to yourself: “This church has everything—
warm and loving people, powerful worship, opportuni es to make a difference in the 
world—we just need to spread the word!” 

Plans are underway to mail postcards to local residents to adver se our Christmas services.  
We’re exploring the most effec ve way to do this, but it looks like it will cost between $1000 
and $1500 to do it well. 

During the month of October, make a dona on to our “Adver sing Fund” so we can have a 
full house on Christmas Eve! 

ADVERTISING FUND:  It’s not too early to plan for Christmas Eve 
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The TLC Bulle n Board 

 

Next Council 
Meeting: 
Oct 17 

 

Our Weekly Online Gatherings 

   
Mee ng ID for all of the above:  

            402 615 714. 

You 

 —1 Sam 12:16 

 —Ps 37:11 

“Boneless wings” 
is just a way to 

make adults feel 
better about 

ordering chicken 
nuggets. 

Monday, November 28, 2022   In Redeemer Hall 
A package of five screenings to iden fy risk for stroke,  

heart disease and other chronic condi ons will be offered: 
 

· Caro d Artery Screening (Plaque)  (test via ultrasound of caro d arteries) 
· Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening  (tested using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs )  
· Abdominal Aor c Aneurysm (AAA) (test via ultrasound of abdominal aorta) 
· Atrial Fibrilla on  (test via EKG) 

· Osteoporosis Risk Assessment (test via ultrasound on shin bone) 
 

These 5 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.   
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online at h ps://llsa.social/HS 

Join us for our Oktoberfest 
celebra on during Fellowship 

Hour a er worship  

Sun. Oct 9 
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On Sunday, the Rev. Priit Rebane will return to what he once 
described as "wild and woolly Pasco County." 
As part of a monthlong 25th anniversary celebration, King of Glory 
Lutheran Church has invited its former pastors to return to the 
pulpit as guest speakers. This week's guest, Rebane, is the 
founding pastor of King of Glory and current pastor of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Port Charlotte. 
After developing a mission church in Fort Worth, Texas, Rebane 
was asked by the mission board if he wanted to do another. When 
he answered yes, they said how about one in New Port Richey, 
Fla.? 
"They couldn't even tell me where the town was," says Rebane. 
"Port Richey was on the map so I assumed that New Port Richey 
must be next door. It was 1968 and all the natives were giddy with 
excitement because U.S. 19 had just been four-laned." 
How things change. 
Rebane canvassed local neighborhoods to find out if there was 
sufficient interest in a church. 
"I went house to house, street by street, following moving vans. 
There was sufficient interest and we rented the Gulf Harbors 
Community Center and started holding worship services. That was 
the beginning. The church office was in my house and my wife 
Judy was going nutso with the traffic going in and out," Rebane 
said. 
The church was organized as a congregation in 1969, and soon 
after, the first building was completed for use as the sanctuary. In 
five years the church grew to 500 members. 
The colorful life and career of Rebane and his family have been 
chronicled at various times by this newspaper and an update is 
due. But before that a little history. 
When Rebane was 7, he and his family, including father Hans who 
was also a Lutheran minister, fled from Estonia to escape the 
approaching troops from the Soviet Union. Their journey began 
with the urging of a German soldier who was a house guest. When 
the decision was made, the family moved swiftly, grabbing three 
suitcases and leaving the dinner dishes on the table. The soldier 
got them on a ship that was evacuating retreating troops. 
Next stop was a Polish work camp which the family managed to 
flee when Mrs. Rebane bribed a soldier with a vat of butter she 
had hidden. 
In the following years, the family just tried to survive, sometimes 
scavenging food from garbage cans, all the while trying to keep 
ahead of the advancing Soviets. While they were in a camp for 
displaced people, the opportunity came to enter the United 
States. Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Petersburg wanted to 
sponsor a refugee pastor. Not knowing about Florida's St. 
Petersburg, the family was initially confused, thinking they might 
be going to Leningrad, the Russian city that once had born the 
same name. 
Relocating to Florida, the two boys enrolled in school and the Rev. 
Hans Rebane became assistant pastor at Trinity. 
Years later Trinity would become home to a second Rebane, Hans' 
son, Priit, who had obtained a doctorate in ministry and served in 
churches in Pennsylvania, Texas and New Port Richey. 

Now for an update: 
Rebane reports that Judy continues to teach seventh-grade math 
in St. Petersburg, making a weekly commute from Port Charlotte. 
Son Mike is married and working toward a computer engineering 
degree at the University of South Florida and son Scott is enrolled 
at St. Petersburg Junior College. 
But the story isn't complete just yet. Last year, Rebane and his 
brother, Henn, and their then-85-year-old mother, returned to 
Estonia for a two-week visit. (Rebane's father had died as a result 
of an automobile accident 10 years ago.) 
"It was nostalgia in the classic sense of the word," Rebane said. "'I 
was 7 when we left and Communist rule really did a number on 
these nations." 
"We landed in the capital city, and that alone was quite an 
experience. To touch down and see where I was born. Grass was 
growing in the cracks of the airport runway. There was no other 
plane traffic. The terminal building was in early Stalinist 
dilapidation. 
"Then the next thing we know there are about 15 people standing 
with flowers, waving their hands. Some were relatives I didn't 
even know we had. My mother was in shock. She had met most of 
them but when they were still small children. 
"We went back to the farming area where my dad was from. My 
dad's birthplace (the house), was still there. It had become part of 
the collective farm system but now my uncle was living there. He 
had celebrated his 100th birthday several years ago. Time stood 
still. 
"The saddest thing of the result of fifty years of Soviet occupation 
is that the work ethic, which was once so holy for the Estonian 
people, has been taken away and watered down. Generally 
speaking, the younger generation doesn't have the desire to work. 
One man said that the most destructive thing was to "rape away 
the desire to work.' " 
Despite his sorrow over the state of his homeland, which includes 
the crime and corruption that have come along with the 
rebuilding, Rebane has high hopes. 
"We have to remember Estonia was the most progressive of the 
formerly captive nations. I attended a Rotary Club meeting there 
and one man was talking about a special Estonian cheese he 
would like to market around the world. Optimism and hope are 
rampant." 
It is evident that Rebane's ties to his past run deep and he is 
looking forward to his King of Glory homecoming. His closing 
remark tells the story. 
"When you give birth to a congregation it's like a woman giving 
birth to a child. It will always be your love. It's like coming back 
home." 
Rebane's 10 a.m. sermon at King of Glory will be followed by a 
noon banquet at Spartan Manor. For information, call the church 
at (813) 849-1513. The church is at 4820 Floramar Ter. 
This account contains information from Times stories from the 
1960s, 70s and 80s. 

Pastor returns to past glory 

Pr. Priit Rebane’s brother, Henn, founded the Estonian Society 
of Central Florida.  See more of the Rebane family history in an 
ar cle on their blog site, wri en on the occasion of Henn 
Rebane’s death.  h ps://floridaestos.blog/2018/10/16/henn-
rebane-founder-of-kesk-florida-ees -selts-1933-2018-interment
-service-saturday-nov-10-2018-1100-am/ 

Published Oct. 22, 1994   |   Updated Oct. 7, 2005 
From Tampa Bay Times Archives  — By  SUZANNE HAYES 
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“Who’s this?” you ask… 

Born in Ormond 
Beach, Florida, he is 
the eldest of three brothers… 

         

He graduated with a Masters of 
Divinity degree from the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary 
in Columbia, South Carolina… 
                                                                            
 

 

 
His calling directed him to the Public School 
System for 28 years, where he wore many 
shirts hats.  He served as a Middle School 

teacher, Clinical Educator at the University 
of North Florida, 
Instruc onal Coach,  
Principal and Director  of 
Human Resources… 

                                                                    

Currently, he serves as a Coach, Consultant and 
Lead Lighthouse Reviewer for Franklin Covey. 
Suppor ng schools in Florida and 
Kentucky, he guides them in the 
implementa on of the 
Leader in Me school 
transforma on process… 
  

      
 

Married in 2016, he enjoys cycling, kayaking, 
ge ng together with family and friends,  

and dining out… 
Did you guess? 

October’s Special Dates: 
· Pastor Apprecia on Month 
· World Communion Sunday, Oct 2, 2022 
· Reforma on Sunday, Oct 30, 2022 
· Reforma on Day, Oct 31, 2022 

Performances at 7pm  on: 
Tuesday, October 11th,  
Wednesday, October 12th and  
Thursday, October 13th, 2022  

https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/66705  

Tickets are  
On Sale Now for the 

Pinellas County Center for 
the Arts produc on of  

The Hello Girls!  
Join us in support of our 
young ar sts involved in 

this produc on:  
 Brenden Hall  

& Dylan Humphrey 

Who Can It Be? 

Mystery Man 

 ? 

 

 
? 

? 

It’s    … alan Due  
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10/02 Ushers/Greeters:   Barb, Janet, Violet, Lisa 
Lector:   Stephen Hewi  
Altar Flower Sponsor:  Greg & Trudy Daniels 

10/09 Ushers/Greeters:   Ma hew, Arlene, Lisa, Carol 
Lector:   Gretchen Frederick 
Altar Flower Sponsor:    

10/16 Ushers/Greeters:  Barb, Janet, Lisa, Alan 
Lector:  Paul McKay 
Altar Flower Sponsor:    

10/23 Ushers/Greeters:   Ma hew, Arlene, Carol, Violet 
Lector:   Ruth Kinsey 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   

10/30 Ushers/Greeters:   Barb, Janet, Lisa, Alan 
Lector:   Alan Due 
Altar Flower Sponsor:   

10/04 Shirley Carter 
10/04 Lynne Tallon 
10/10 J.D. Cerna 
10/11 Phil Rearick 
10/19 Peter Dunne 
10/20 Nina All 
10/23 Carol Bertoluzzi 
10/23 Monaye Kearse 
10/24 A.J. Shipley 
10/28 Bob Burke 
10/30 Lawrence Truglio 

10/20 Craig & Helen Mowrer 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 Volunteers are always welcome! 

Please Contact: Ushers/Greeters:  Lisa Johnson 
 Lectors:  Pr. Paul Gibson 
 Flower Sponsors:  Leah Heinicke 

    God's peace be with you, 
Deacon Lynne 

Bi
bl

e 
Q

ui
z Which king allowed — even encouraged — the Judean exiles to 

return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple? 

Answer: A (See Ezra 1:1-4.) 

A. Cyrus of Persia 
B. Tiglath-pileser of Assyria 
C. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
D. Hiram of Tyre 

Sundays—Sponsor Altar Flowers 
Be an Usher or Lector 
Provide snacks for   Sunday
 fellowship hour 

Wednesdays— Assist with the 
Community Meals Program 

Fridays— Assist in the Food Pantry 
 

Oct-Nov-Dec:  
Band of Angels is collec ng coats 
and sweaters for the needy! 

Sundays— 11am  Coffee Hour a er 
the weekly service 

Mondays—5pm  Handbell Prac ce 

Wednesdays— 9am  Breakfast 
gathering at Kopper Kitchen. 

 5pm Choir prac ce. 

Thursdays—2pm  Bible Study via 
Zoom. 

Saturdays— 10am (1x per month) 
Breakfast gathering at local 
restaurant 

I saw this cartoon in the Aug 31st 
newspaper and it made me 
think about my quest for 
knowledge as a deacon.   
I hope you enjoy the humor 
as much as I did. 

Do you know of other opportuni es?   
Want to get the word out?   

Share them here! 

Life Line Screening, the na on’s leading 
provider of preven ve health screenings, 
will offer affordable, non-invasive and 
painless health screenings at Trinity 
Lutheran Church on Mon, Nov 28, 2022.  

(see p. 4 bulle n board for more info) 



8 

 

Sep 25 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

26 

10:30a  Celebration 
of Life—Pat 
Kapfhammer 

27 28 29 
 
 
 

30 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

Oct 1 

2 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
 

3 

 

 

 

5p Bell Choir 

4 
 

 

 

 

5 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

5p Choir Rehearsal 

6 
 
 
 
2p  Bible Study 

via Zoom1 

7 
 

9:30a TLC Pantry 
 

 

8 
10a Cong Bkfst 

at ??????? 
 

 

9 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  

10 
 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

11 
 

 

 

 

12 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

5p Choir Rehearsal 

13 
 
 
 
2p  Bible Study 

via Zoom1 

 

14 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 
 
 
 

15 
 

 

16 
10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour 
1p  Fleet Reserve  

17 
 

 
5p Bell Choir 

6p Council Meeting 

18 

 
 
 

 

19 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

5p Choir Rehearsal 

20 
 
 
 
2p  Bible Study 

via Zoom1 

 

21 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

22 
 

 

23 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

25 26 

9a  Bert’s Breakfast 
Buddies 

11:30a  Community 
Meal 

5p Choir Rehearsal 

 

27 
 
 
 
2p  Bible Study 

via Zoom1 

28 
 
9:30a TLC Pantry 

29 

30 

10a Worship Service 

11a  Fellowship Hour  

31 
 
 
 

5p Bell Choir 

Nov 1 2 3 4 5 

Church office hours: 
Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

1 All church mee ngs now use the same Zoom link.   
To par cipate by computer, go to:  h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/402615714 
To par cipate by phone, dial (301)715-8592 and enter mee ng ID:  402 615 714. 

 

We are livestreaming our worship services on Facebook:   
 They are uploaded to our YouTube channel on the following business day 
  h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVa-kol4fUtz65 LjxD2Ng    
Links can also be found on our website:  h ps://trinitylutheranstpete.org/outreach/worship/       

Nov 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

The Hello Girls -  PCCA Gibbs H.S.  Grand Theater 


