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(Continued on page 2) 
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 (Romans 5:2b-5)  

For many people, hope has been in short 
supply in the year 2020.  The greatest gi  
the Chris an faith has to offer the wider 
society may be our ability to ground our 
hope in something deeper than world 
events and circumstances. 

Because our hope is grounded in God, and 
because God is faithful, we know that even 
a difficult situa on can become a source of 
blessing to us and to our neighbor. 

As the difficult days of 2020 draw to a 
close, we find ourselves in the season of 
Advent: a season dedicated to expecta on, 
to the an cipa on of good things, and to 
hope. 

And, right on schedule, the world is 
offering us good news about vaccines and 
treatments that will start to eliminate the 
threats of COVID-19. 

A er months of wai ng for things to get 
back to normal, we can start making 
concrete plans for a future that can be 
even be er than our “old normal.” 

We can start planning to gather for 
worship in our sanctuary.  It may not be 
possible in me for Easter, but Pentecost is 
a reasonable goal.  What will that worship 
look like, how will it sound, and what will 
be its focus?  What have we learned in 
2020 that will inform our worship in 2021? 

We can start planning to re-engage with 
our community.  As more luxury condos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

are built, and the gap between wealth and 
poverty grows even wider, what is our role in 
the incredibly diverse community that “is” 
downtown St Pete? What are the needs—of 
condo owners and apartment dwellers, 
seasonal visitors, businesses, and the 
desperately poor—that we are capable of 
meeƟng? 

With all of that in mind, we can start planning 
to make the most of our facility and to 
address its weaknesses. We are only two years 
away from the 100th birthday of our beauƟful 
sanctuary. We could have a thriving ministry 
as a venue for weddings, concerts, and 
community events. But how do we turn those 
opportuniƟes into sources of revenue to help 
pay our mounƟng bills? And what should we 
do about our leaky roof?

In this season of hope at the end of a difficult 
year, these are the quesƟons that we need to 
start answering and the plans and visions that 
we want to start formulaƟng.

These are the maƩers that will be addressed at 
our annual congregaƟonal meeƟng, which is 
now in the early stages of planning.

Health concerns require that it will be a 
“virtual meeƟng,” but we will make it possible 
for all members to parƟcipate—even those 
who don't own, or aren’t comfortable using, a 
computer. 
The 2021 annual mee ng will take place over 
the span of a full week.  We will gather first on 
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Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

1RWHV�IURP�WKH�2UJDQ� %HQFK� 

- Ron Turner 
Organist and Director of usic 

unday, anuary 1, at 10:00, to be reminded of what we had planned to 
accomplish in a more “normal” 2020, to learn the ama ing things that we did 
accomplish despite the obstacles thrown at us, and to begin the process of 
ar cula ng our hopes and dreams for 2021. 

At the close of that first gathering, we will be sent off to pray, to ponder, and to 
dream some more.  Then we will gather on unday, February , at 10:00, to cra  
a vision for the new year about which we can all be excited, to choose the 
congrega onal leaders who will guide us toward the achievement of that vision, 
and to make some commitments about how that vision will be funded—not ust 
commitments of money, but commitments of me, of energy, and of crea vity. 

What we will be discerning is God s vision for our future.  We can hope and 
dream and plan all we want, but without some concrete commitments, that 
vision will never become our reality. 

Trinity is a congrega on of about 100 people who gather for worship and work 
together to make God s desires a reality in our world.  The congrega on owns a 
building and a piece of property in downtown t Petersburg in which they 
worship and from which they do ministry. 

God has given us the responsibility for deciding how best to use the assets at our 
disposal.  The members of the congrega on hire a paid staff of people with 
specific skills that are essen al to the opera on of the church, but most of the 
work of a church is done by volunteers. 

The pastor and the other members of the paid staff are not the owners of the church 
and they do not “run” the church  they only use their skills to serve the members of 
the congregation.  ou are our “board of directors ” we work for you. 

The annual congrega onal mee ng is your chance to evaluate the work done by 
both volunteers and paid members of staff.  It is your opportunity to create a 
vision of what the congrega on can and should accomplish, in the coming year 
and in years to come, and to decide how we will accomplish it together. 

Please make a commitment to par cipate, however possible, in our two virtual 
gatherings on anuary 1 and February .  Between now and then, get in touch 
with your brightest hopes for your future and for the future of this congrega on, 
and get ready to share them with your community of faith. 

As we con nue to plan this mee ng and to ensure that everyone who wants to 
par cipate can do so, keep the church council and the staff of the church in your 
prayers.  Ask God to show all of us the good things that are planned for us, 
trus ng that our hopes will not disappoint us because the God of hope is faithful. 

our brother in Christ, 
Pr Paul 

As we con nue to prepare musical pieces 
for the recorded services with our organ, piano, 
handbells, and our regular cantor, en Renfroe, we are 
also blessed with occasional “guest musicians” playing 
the ute and other instruments.  ook for a special piece 
in the coming weeks featuring a harp    
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Council mee ngs are held monthly  
on ondays beginning at :00 P .  

embers of the congrega on may 
a end, but only Council members 

may vote.  

ou 

!!�$118$/�0((7,1*��� 
The ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�of the members of Trinity utheran Church will 
take place on and between anuary 1 and February , 2021.  One-
hour virtual gatherings will be on ^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϯϭ͕�Ăƚ�ϭϬ͗ϬϬ͕�and 
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϳ͕�Ăƚ�ϭϬ͗ϬϬ.  Par cipants need to ĂƩĞŶĚ�ďŽƚŚ�
ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƐ͘ 

The annual mee ng will be led from the homes of the congrega on s 
president, pastor, council members, and paid staff  it will not take 
place in the sanctuary or in any other part of the church facility. 

All members of the congrega on who wish to par cipate and who can 
do so with a computer will be expected to do so from their home.   
For those who wish to take part and cannot do so with a computer, 
provisions for safe par cipa on will be made. 

The business of the annual mee ng is  
 - to approve a report on the work of the congrega on in 2020,  
 - to set a congrega onal vision for 2021 and beyond,  
 - to choose and elect congrega onal leaders, and  
 - to approve the 2021 budget of the congrega on. 
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^ŚĂƌĞĚ�ďǇ��ĂƌǇů�^ƚĞǁĂƌƚ 

��ZĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ďǇ�ZĞǀ͘�>ŽƵŝƐĞ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ͕ 
>�����ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� 
 
3VDOP�����-� 
/RUG��\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�RXU�GZHOOLQJ�SODFH 
LQ�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV� 
%HIRUH�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�IRUWK� 
RU�HYHU�\RX�KDG�IRUPHG�WKH�HDUWK�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG� 
IURP�HYHUODVWLQJ�WR�HYHUODVWLQJ�\RX�DUH�*RG� 

,�KDYH�VHHQ�VRPH�VSHFWDFXODU�FKXUFKHV�LQ�P\�GD\V�–�
EHDXWLIXO�EXLOGLQJV�WKDW�VSHDN�RI�WKH�SRZHU��SURPLVH��
DQG�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG� 

6RPH�EHDU�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KHOSHG�WR�EXLOG�
WKHP��6RPH�EHDU�WKH�PDUNV�RI�WLPH�DQG�XVH�–�ZRUQ�
IDEULFV�ZKHUH�ROG�NQHHV�EHQG�WR�SUD\�RU�IDGHG�SHZV��
XVHG�IRU�VXSSRUW�ZKHQ�OLIH�LV�ZHLJKW\��:DOOV�WKDW�GRQ¶W�
MXVW�VSHDN��EXW�VLQJ�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
UHYHUEHUDWLQJ�WKURXJK�WLPH��DQJHO�FKRUXVHV�VLQJLQJ�
DORQJ��,Q�RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��FKXUFKHV�VWDQG�DV�
UHPLQGHUV�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FORXG�RI�ZLWQHVVHV�–�WKRVH�
JRQH�EHIRUH�XV��ZKR�PDGH�VXUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�SODFH�WR�
FRPH�WR��D�IDLWK�WR�SUDFWLFH��D�ZLWQHVV�WR�VHH� 

7KRXJK�,�NQRZ�LQ�P\�KHDUW�RI�KHDUWV�WKDW�D�
FKXUFK�LV�QRW�D�EXLOGLQJ��,�PLVV�WKH�EXLOGLQJ� 

7KHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VDFUHG�VSDFH�RI�D�
FKXUFK�WKDW�VHHPV�WR�FRQWDLQ�*RG�DQG�PH�LQ�D�ZD\�
WKDW�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�OHVV�DORQH�LQ�WKLV�VWUXJJOH�FDOOHG�
OLIH� 

,�PLVV�WKH�EXLOGLQJ� 

,�PLVV�WKH�VLQJLQJ� ,�PLVV�WKH�QHDUE\�VKRXOGHUV�RI�
VWUXJJOLQJ�VDLQWV��ORQJLQJ�IRU�D�FOHDQ�VWDUW�DQG�
VRPHWKLQJ�WR�IHHG�RXU�GHHSHVW�KXQJHUV� 

,�PLVV�WKH�EXLOGLQJ� 

0RVHV�EHJLQV�WKLV�3VDOP��³/RUG��\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�RXU�
GZHOOLQJ�SODFH�LQ�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV�´�$QG�LW�DZDNHQV�PH�
WR�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW� HYHQ�WKRXJK�,�ORYH�D�JRRG�FKXUFK��
*RG�KDV�FKRVHQ�QRW�WR�GZHOO�LQ�SODFHV��EXW�LQ�
WLPH��LQ�KLVWRU\��ZLWK�XV� 

:KR�ZRXOG�NQRZ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�0RVHV"�+H�ZDV�EDUHO\�
RXW�RI�WKH�ZRPE�EHIRUH�KLV�ILUVW�WULS�WRRN�KLP�GRZQ�D�
ULYHU�WR�D�QHZ�SHRSOH��D�QHZ�KRPH��DQG�D�QHZ�OLIH��
7KHQ�KH�ZDQGHUHG����\HDUV�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�DQG�
GLHG�WKHUH��IRUELGGHQ�IURP�UHDFKLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO�
OLNH�KRPH��FKXUFK��RU�SODFH� 

0RVHV�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�D�³FKXUFK�KRPH�´�DV�ZH�OLNH�WR�
VD\��2U�PD\EH�LW¶V�EHWWHU�VDLG�WKDW�KLV�FKXUFK�KRPH�
ZDV�QRW�D�SODFH��EXW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�*RG¶V�
SRUWDEOH�SUHVHQFH��:KHUHYHU�0RVHV�ZHQW��*RG�ZDV�
WKHUH��$QG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�ZLWKRXW�D�KRPH��ZKLFK�ZDV�
PRVW�RI�KLV�OLIH���*RG�ZDV�WKHUH��KRPHOHVV�DORQJ�
ZLWK�KLP��6R��ZKR�ZRXOG�NQRZ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�0RVHV�
ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�H[SHULHQFH�*RG�DV�RXU�GZHOOLQJ�
SODFH" 

*RG�WHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��VWD\V�
ZLWK�WKHP��EHFRPLQJ�WKHLU�KRPH�QR�PDWWHU�ZKHUH�
WKH\�ZHQW��%XW�LW�VWLOO�ZDVQ¶W�TXLWH�FORVH�HQRXJK�IRU�
*RG� ,Q�-HVXV��*RG�WDNHV�XS�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�D�
KXPDQ�ERG\��IRUHYHU�HQWDQJOLQJ�KXPDQ�DQG�
GLYLQH�'1$��VR�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QRZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�JR�
WKDW�*RG�GRHV�QRW�JR��WRR��1RZKHUH� 

,�PLVV�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��EXW�,�DP�UHPLQGHG�WRGD\�WKDW�
*RG�JRHV�ZLWK�XV��GZHOOLQJ�LQ�RXU�'1$�LQ�ZD\V�,�
FDQ�EDUHO\�IDWKRP��VHUYLQJ�DV�D�GZHOOLQJ�SODFH�IRU�
PH��IRU�XV��DV�*RG�KDV�IRU�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV� 

6R�WRGD\��,�KRQRU�P\�ERG\�DV�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�
*RG�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR�GZHOO�DQG�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�
KXPDQ�ERGLHV�ZKHUH�WKDW�LV�DOVR�WUXH� $QG�,�DP�
JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�FRPSDQ\�LQ�WKHVH�ORQHO\�GD\V�DSDUW�
IURP�RXU�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�JDWKHULQJV� 

 

 



 

 

�ŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� 
ƚŽ�:͘:͘�DŽƐŬĂůĐǌǇŬ� 
ĂŶĚ�dǇůĞƌ�dŚŽŵĂƐ� 
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ͊͊ 
dŚĞǇ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ůĞƚ��Ks/�-ϭϵ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƚŚĞŵ͊ 

tĞůĐŽŵĞ�EĞǁ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ͗ 
In ovember we welcomed  new members 

� 
-�^ŚĂƌŝůǇŶ�'ŝƉƐŽŶ 
�-�:ĞŶ�ZĞŶĨƌŽĞ 
�-��Žď�^ĐŚŽĞŶĨĞůĚĞƌ 

�ŽŶ͛ƚ�&ŽƌŐĞƚ͊�� 
 
This month s Worship in the Park event will take place  
on Christmas Eve at pm 
 
We will meet in ^ŚĞůƚĞƌ�ϭϮ�at >ĂŬĞ�^ĞŵŝŶŽůĞ�WĂƌŬ͘ 
*Thursday Dec 2 th at pm (Christmas Eve) 
We are also crea ng a pre-recorded service with lots of music. 
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We will pre-record a fes ve Christmas Eve service 
with the music of vocalists, bell choir, organ, piano, 
harp, and other instruments.   
This service will be available for viewing any me 
on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and beyond. 

We also invite people to gather for a shorter and 
simpler Christmas Eve service at  pm in shelter 12 
at eminole ake Park, 10015 Park Blvd , 

eminole, F  .  This service will maintain 
social distancing and cannot have any 
congrega onal singing, but it with offer the chance 
for us to worship together in one place. 

Be on the lookout for more informa on about both 
of these services. 

tĞ�ƐĂǇ�'ŽŽĚďǇĞ͗ 
�ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ�Η>ŝǌΗ��ĐŽī͕�age , of 

t. Petersburg passed away on 
ovember , 2020. he was 

born and raised in Brooklyn, 
ew ork. i  was preceded in 

death by her parents  her 
husband im Ecoff  and her 
brother George Badonsky.  

he is survived by a niece and 
many friends in t. Petersburg. 

i  thrived in her career as a ocial Worker and posi vely 
impacted countless families over the years. he loved 
music, especially classical music and she loved going to 
Trinity utheran Church. i  will be laid to rest at Franklin 

emorial Park in ew ersey but due to the health 
concerns in our community, no public service will occur 
at this me. In lieu of owers, please consider making a 
dona on to Trinity utheran Church or uncoast 

ospice.   

The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined 
humanity — hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, 
hope of glory — because at the Father s will esus Christ 
became poor, and was born in a stable so that 0 years 
later he might hang on a cross. 

— .I. Packer  
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Prayer Service 
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6pm—Pre-Record 
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3p Book Study2 

- via Zoom 
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Worship Service 
available online 

 

2p  Virtual 
Fellowship1 

- via Zoom 
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7p Faith Sharing- 
via Zoom3 
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- via Zoom 
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2p  Virtual 
Fellowship1 

- via Zoom 
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5p Faith Sharing- 
via Zoom3 

6p Council Mtg  
- via Zoom 
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- via Zoom 
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Worship Service 
available online 
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- via Zoom 
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7p Faith Sharing- 
via Zoom3 
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6:30p Livestream 
Prayer Service 
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Office Closed  
 

4p Worship in the 
Park (see p.6) 
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3p Book Study2  
- via Zoom 

27 
Worship Service 
available online 

2p  Virtual 
Fellowship1 

- via Zoom 
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7p Faith Sharing- 
via Zoom3 
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>> Handbell  
Hiatus << 

30 
 
 
 

6:30p Livestream 
Prayer Service 
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       To oin oom ee ngs, go to:  h ps: oom.us oin   or  call 01- 15- 592  and enter the appropriate mee ng ID listed below 
  1Virtual Fellowship our mee ng ID: 502 10 1   
 2Bible Book tudy mee ng ID:  02 15 1    passcode:  1 0   
 onday ight Faith haring  mee ng ID:  9 10  51     
  
Our pre-recorded services can be found  

 on our ouTube channel   h ps: www.youtube.com channel CVa-kol f t 5 xD2 g  
or on our website s “Worship” page:  h ps: trinitylutheranstpete.org outreach worship 
ivestream ervices on our  facebook page:  h ps: www.facebook.com trinitylutheranstpete    

&KXUFK�RIILFH�KRXUV� 
0RQGD\�-7KXUVGD\� 

��DP�-���SP 

January 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ��ǀĞ �ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ��ĂǇ �ŽǆŝŶŐ��ĂǇ 

EĞǁ�zĞĂƌ͛Ɛ��ǀĞ 


