
  

 

Give instruction to the wise, and 
they will become wiser still; teach 
the righteous and they will gain in 
learning.    (Proverbs 9.9) 

I always associate the month of 
September with going back to 
school; I can’t get used to the first 
day of school being in August. 
There’s a part of my mind that still 
divides a year into three seasons:  
fall semester, spring semester, and 
summer vacation. 
 
Lutherans love learning; we’ve 
founded colleges, universities, and 
seminaries all over this country and 
all over the world.  Martin Luther 
was ahead of his time in 
encouraging education for girls, as 
well as boys. 
 
At Trinity, our mission statement is 
“to make Christ known by 
welcoming, worshiping, learning, 
and serving.”  But I wonder if we 
devote enough attention to learning.  
I try to teach in my sermons; we 
have a dedicated group that 
participates in Sunday morning Bible 
study and Wednesday’s Suppertime 
Study.  But do we understand it to 
be a part of our calling as Christians 
to keep educating ourselves—to 
always be learning so that we can 
“make Christ known”? 
 
We keep up with the news to know 
what’s going on all over the world, 
but do we work to connect our 
knowledge of world events with our 
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knowledge of God?  And is our 
understanding of God keeping pace with 
a rapidly changing world? 
 
We don’t only learn by reading books 
and going to schools; we also learn and 
grow by reflecting on life’s experiences.  
But September always seems like a 
good time to celebrate what organized 
education can teach us—about life and 
about God. 
 
There are a number of ways to pursue 
knowledge.  Your own curiosity can 
guide you through the shelves of a good 
library.  I’ve amassed a far-too-large 
collection of books that I’m always eager 
to share.  Our synod offers “Diakonia”—
a two-year program of study that covers 
the Bible, church history, and Christian 
doctrine.  It’s often done as part of 
becoming a deacon to serve a 
congregation, but it can also be done for 
no reason other than a way of learning 
more about the God we love and serve. 
 
Two of our members are currently 
studying at Lutheran seminaries.  Lynne 
Tallon is earning an academic certificate 
in “Theology and Congregational 
Leadership” by taking online courses 
offered by Wartburg Seminary in Iowa. 
 
Gayle Nelson was, a number of years 
ago, a candidate for ordination as a 
pastor and a student at Southern 
Seminary in South Carolina.  After being 
detoured from that path by life 
experiences and working as a teacher 
and as a missionary, she has re-entered 

(Continued on next page) 
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Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

the process to discern if God is 
calling her to be a pastor.  As a part 
of that process, she has just moved 
to Columbia to do another year of 
study at Southern; I hope that she 
will then be able to do a year of 
internship with us here at Trinity. 
 
This makes Gayle “our seminarian,” 
a person who needs not only our 
prayers but our financial support.  
After spending three years as a 
missionary in Japan, Gayle has very 
little money in her bank account.  
The seminary is offering her free 
tuition, but this journey will still have 
heavy financial costs. 
 
Since we’re currently trying to 
reduce spending in the church’s 
budget, the financial support of our 
seminarian needs to be done by 
individual members and friends of 
the congregation making specific 
gifts that are designated to her.  
Some people have already stepped 
forward to purchase a laptop 

computer for her; I’m hoping that 
others will be inspired to make 
regular financial donations to 
cover her monthly expenses. 
 
Our offering envelopes have an 
“other” line, with which you can 
designate a part of your Sunday 
offering to go to this or to any of 
our specific ministries.  You can 
also write checks made out to 
Trinity, but with “seminarian” or 
the name of your designated 
ministry on the memo line. 
 
Even if you can’t financially 
support Gayle, I hope you will 
pray for her and write her letters 
of encouragement.  And if you 
are interested in furthering your 
own Christian education—at a 
seminary, through a synod 
program, or in the quiet of your 
own home—please speak to me.  
There’s so much for us to learn 
and so many ways to do it. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

Notes from the Organ  Bench  

As  the turtle makes his way 
slowly across the bench, I 
am slowly returning to the 
bench myself!  

Thank you for all the prayers 
and support through an 
entirely TOO eventful 
summer! 
 

September 8 will see the return of our faithful choir singing 
Mendelssohn’s “Lord, Thou Alone Art God.” On the 15th, we will enjoy 
one of Mozart's settings of Psalm 117, and on the 22nd, Gabriel 
Faure’s “In Paradisum”.   We will end the month with a more 
contemporary anthem, “A Jubilant Psalm!” 

We are always looking for new choir members,  
please see me for more details. 

 

- Ron Turner 
Organist and Director of Music 



3 

 

Back-to-school humor 

What kind of school do you go to if you’re …  
… an ice cream man? Sundae school  
… a giant? High school  
… a surfer? Boarding school  
… King Arthur? Knight school  
 
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water?  
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O  
Teacher: What are you talking about?  
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O.  
 
Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward 
New York at 250 miles per hour as a person from 
New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour.  
Where did they meet?  
Student: In jail! 

At the end of last year, our 
church set up “Small Groups” 
as a way to foster closer 
relationships between church 
members and provide a forum 
wherein church members might 
feel more comfortable providing 

feedback on various issues and questions that arise for 
us as a congregation (believe it or not, some folks 
don’t like to speak out at larger meetings or around 
folks they don’t feel they know well). 

At the first meetings in November, the groups were 
asked to discuss the possible sale of our smaller 
parking lots.  We later used the small group forums to 
discuss prayer—what it means to us, how it fits in our 
lives, etc.  But even when we have no specific issues 
assigned for discussion, the small group dynamic gives 
us a wonderful opportunity to catch up with each other 
and deepen friendships.  We have the opportunity to 
practice our calling to understand and love each other.  
We find unexpected connections to each other that 
might not be readily apparent, or that we might never 
discover without having this type of opportunity.    

I was reluctant to be made the head of a small group 
when they were first formed - heck, I wasn’t even sure 
I wanted to be in a group, let alone lead one! - but 
when it looked like I had no choice, I grudgingly 
agreed.  Since then, I have come to thoroughly enjoy 
the time we have together in our group. 

We now actually meet twice a month.  On the 2nd 
Sunday of each month we have our “official” session, 
where we discuss whatever topic has been assigned to 
the groups (if there is no specific issue to be 
discussed, we still get together and simply chat).  After 
a few months of that, the team started talking about 
getting together at a restaurant for a purely social 
gathering.  We have made this a regular happening on 
the 4th Thursday of each month, and since these are 
purely social events with no actual church business to 
discuss, we are free to bring along “extra” people to 
join us. 

I know there are other groups that are thriving, but if 
your group is languishing, I wholeheartedly encourage 
you to give it another go!  Find something you all enjoy 
doing, maybe it’s playing cards, singing songs, or just 
drinking really good coffee.  Whatever it is, make it a 
priority to get together at least once a month and 
simply enjoy your time together!   
You’ll be glad you did! 

- Leah Heinicke 
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This month's article will be a bit different. 
Many of you know that I have been taking on-
line classes offered by Wartburg Seminary in 
Iowa.  My current class is called “History of 
Christianity.”  Through research for an 
assignment in this class, I have come to know 
about a deacon named Lawrence.  

 
Lawrence was one of seven deacons of a 
Christian congregation in Rome in the year 
258 CE. The deacons were responsible for 
the financial matters of the church and for the 
care of the poor. Do you notice any similarities 
to our food pantry ministry? 

 
Lawrence lived during a time when 
Christians were persecuted by the Roman 
Emperor Valerian. As legend tells, Lawrence 
was ordered to surrender the treasures of 
the church to the Emperor. Valerian was 
expecting gold, silver, and monies of the 
church, but was surprised when Lawrence 
brought before him lepers, orphans, the 
blind, lame, widows, and the poorest of the 
poor. Lawrence said, “Here are the treasures 
of the church.”  
 
This act enraged Emperor Valerian and 
Lawrence was sentenced to death. 
Lawrence was not killed as others of that 
time by beheading but was put on a glowing 
gridiron over hot coals and roasted until 
dead. Legend has it that Lawrence spoke to 
the guards saying, “You can turn me over for 
I am done on this side.” 
 
We are not threatened with persecution or 
death by our local government. We do, at 
times, receive a complaint about our pantry 
family not respecting the surrounding 
properties. Yet we continue to serve the 
homeless, poor, and those with physical, 
mental, or emotional disabilities. As my 
study of Deacon Lawrence has taught me, 
these are the treasures of the church. May 
God continue to guide this ministry as we 
grow in relationship with God and with one 
another. 

                                                            
                                 Blessings, 

Deacon Lynne 
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The Bible describes a political struggle just 
before the death of King David.  Some people 
want his son Solomon to be the next king; 
some people want another of his sons, named 
Adonijah.  When David has Solomon anointed 
as the future king, Adonijah fears for his life.  
He runs to a shrine and grabs onto the altar 
that is there, and will not let go of it until he is 
assured that he will not be put to death. 
 
This rather obscure scene from 2 Kings, 
chapter one, might be the origin of the idea of 
seeking sanctuary within a church.  In the 
sixth century, the Roman Catholic church 
declared that an accused criminal could take 
refuge in a church building.  Such refugees 
were granted a period of time during which 
they could surrender to the authorities and 
face trial or admit their guilt and be sent into 
exile.  Either way, “sanctuary” saved them 
from being killed by an angry mob. 
 
In the 1980s, when government policies made 
it difficult for Central American refugees to be 
granted asylum in the United States, many 
cities, universities, and churches declared 
themselves to be places of sanctuary, where 
people could receive shelter, protection, 
material goods and legal advice.  Various 
denominations were involved in this 
movement, including the Lutherans.  At its 
General Convention in 1984, the American 
Lutheran Church (a predecessor of the ELCA) 
passed a resolution to “offer support and 
encouragement to congregations that have 
chosen to become refugee sanctuaries.” 
 
Many Christians who participated in the 
sanctuary movement were arrested and tried; 
they argued that their faith compelled them to 
defy unjust laws and policies.  One Roman 
Catholic nun was quoted as saying, “"If I am 
guilty of anything, I am guilty of the gospel."  
The trials raised public awareness and a call 
for immigration policies to be changed. 
 
Memories of these events may have come 
back to people when they heard that, at its 
recent National Gathering, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America declared itself to 

be a “sanctuary denomination.”  Depending 
on the TV channel from which you get your 
news, the decision was either applauded or 
rejected as both treasonous and un-
Christian. 
 
The sanctuary declaration supports the work 
that Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Services has been doing since World War II 
and the more recent work the church has 
done for refugee children. 
 
Since the Assembly, the ELCA has released 
statements clarifying the decision.  “Being a 
sanctuary denomination does not call for any 
person, congregation, or synod to engage in 
any illegal actions.”  It is about “loving our 
neighbors” and “walking alongside 
immigrants and refugees as a matter of 
faith.” 
 
The ELCA says it is up to each congregation 
to decide how they want to live out the 
sanctuary declaration.  They recommend 
“hosting English as a second language 
classes, marching as people of faith against 
the detention of children and families,” and 
“having thoughtful conversations about what 
our faith says about immigration.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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Don’t know whom to tell when you see 

something that needs to be repaired, 

replaced, or otherwise spruced up? 
 

We have a new email box specifically for 

receiving maintenance requests! 
 

Send your concern to:  

Maintenance@TrinityLutheranStPete.org 

We’re all familiar with the words “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  We’re less aware that 
it comes from a part of the Old Testament 
book Leviticus that describes how the 
Israelites are to behave as a society. 
 
“You shall not go around as a slanderer 
among your people, and you shall not profit 
by the blood of your neighbor: I am 
the Lord. You shall not take vengeance or 
bear a grudge against any of your people, but 
you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
the Lord.  When an alien resides with you in 
your land, you shall not oppress the 
alien. The alien who resides with you shall be 
to you as the citizen among you; you shall 
love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens 
in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God”  (Leviticus 19:16-18, 33-34). 
 
The description of “resident alien” may have 
changed since biblical times, but it’s clear that 
we aren’t supposed to treat our citizens one 
way and non-citizens another.  In the New 
Testament, Jesus commends those who see 
him in the face of a stranger:  “I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me”  (Matthew 25:35-36). 
 
As an RIC congregation, committed not only 
to welcoming people into worship, but to 
loving and serving all people as God’s 
children, Trinity’s council and congregation 
will need to discuss what God is calling us to 
do as part of a sanctuary denomination. 

Sanctuary continued from page 5: 

Mon, Sept 2nd 
Labor Day Holiday 

Sun, Sept 8th 
Choir Resumes! 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
   - Town Hall Meeting after worship 

Sat, Sept 14th 9:00am 
Congregational Breakfast 

Mon, Sept 16th 6:00pm 
Council Meeting 

Sun, Sept 29th 3:00pm 

Broadway Goes West! 
Order your tickets NOW! 

mailto:Maintenance@TrinityLutheranStPete.org
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“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 8, 2019. This day is an opportunity 
to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as 
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every 
corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

You work every day to make your community a better place. Let us continue doing this work 

together in 2019! 

 

On Gods Work Our Hands Sunday, the TLC council will be holding our last Town Hall of 2019.  

Stay for fellowship after the September 8 service for pizza and salad  
and get up to date on TLC news and events.   

Council members will be sharing some of the initiatives we have 
planned and you will have an opportunity to voice your opinion  
and volunteer to be part of a team making a difference!   

Let’s finish out this year by re-dedicating ourselves to serving 
our neighbors!  There are many ways in which you can help  
support our ministry teams.  Come find the opportunity that fits 
your unique talent and availability! 
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at  trinity 

SummerSongs 

Afternoon concerts of music on the brighter side 
performed in a beautiful and historic space 

 

Sunday, June 30, 3 pm 

The Pleasure of “Sweet Company” 
This acclaimed a capella trio will sing favorites from the 1930s to today 

 

Sunday, July 28, 3 pm 

Broadway Goes West! 
Your favorite songs from shows like “Oklahoma!” and “Annie Get Your Gun” 

 

Sunday, August 25, 3 pm 

The Pirates of Penzance 
The very model of a Gilbert and Sullivan operetta 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church    401 Fifth Street North in St Petersburg 
Proceeds from these concerts pay for the restoration of Trinity’s historic pipe organ and 

support the music ministries of the church. 

 

Tickets $15 each or $40 for all three programs,  

 SEPT 

29 

 TBD 

 JUNE 

30 ✓ 

Sunday, September 29, 3 pm 

**NEW DATE** 

Sunday, TBD, 3 pm 
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09/06 Griffin Klema 

09/08 Shirley Taylor 

09/10 Joan Evans 

09/10 Violet Prepost 

09/19 Jack Gregory 

09/19 Gary Ruhl 

09/20 Elizabeth Ecoff 

09/20 Charlotte Nolan 

09/21 Lisa Johnson 

09/25 Helen Mowrer 

09/26 Trudy Daniels 

09/27 Ron Turner 

09/28 Rebecca Reitz 

 
Sep 1 Sep 8 Sep 15 Sep 22 Sep 29 

Acolyte Danny Burtless Phil Rearick Matthew Reitz Danny Burtless Alan Due 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Karen Toth Lynne Tallon Matthew Reitz Doug Forcino Alan Due 

Lector Lynne Tallon Amanda Moffitt Charlie Hahn Craig Mowrer Alan Due 

Ushers 

Jen Durilla  
Pat Kapfhammer 

Violet Prepost 
Matthew Reitz 
Rebecca Reitz 

Bert Bertoluzzi 
Betty Napolitano 

Vanneita Anderson 
Tyra Humphrey 
Rebecca Reitz 

Jen Durilla 
Toni Durilla 

Charlie Hahn 
Leah Heinicke 
Rebecca Reitz 

Leah Heinicke 
Vanneita Anderson 

Toni Durilla 
Helen Mowrer 
Rebecca Reitz 

Tyra Humphrey 
Pat Kapfhammer 
Bert Bertoluzzi 
Charlie Hahn 

Rebecca Reitz 

Greeters 
Jen Durilla (N) 

Pat Kapfhammer (S) 
Bert Bertoluzzi (N) 

Betty Napolitano (S) 
Jen Durilla (N) 
Toni Durilla (S) 

Leah Heinicke (N) 
Vanneita Anderson (S) 

Tyra Humphrey (N) 
Pat Kapfhammer (S) 

09/01  

09/08 Violet Prepost 

09/15  

09/22  

09/29  

Note: We still have four 

Sundays open in September!  
 

If you have been waiting for 

your chance to sponsor the 

altar flowers, the opportunity is 

here! 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board, 

click on the link on our website, 

or contact the office! 

Sign up to sponsor altar flowers 
($35) on a Sunday that has special 

significance to you.  
 

1. Sign up on any open Sunday  
(see the chart in the Van Horne 
Fellowship Hall or call the office). 

2. Drop your check in the offering 
plate with a memo indicating 
“Altar Flowers.”  (Or pay online!) 

 

You will even get to take the flowers 
home after that service!  

09/08 Alan & Nancy Soli 

  

  

http://www.trinitylutheranstpete.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRucpNjBsLYQS_RL-SnMea0bHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouaLOsN3EBM5p-AG9iqm5jZs=
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
  9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 

2 
Labor Day 
Office Closed 

3 
10am  Food 

Pantry 

4 
8:15a Men’s BF 
5:45p  Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
6:30p Suppertime 

Study 

5 6 
10am  Food 

Pantry 

7 
 

8 
  9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
11am Town Hall  
  4pm Pam Smith’s 

Installation 
 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

Choir Resumes 

9 
 

10 
10am  Food 

Pantry 

11 
8:15a Men’s BF 
5:45p  Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
6:30p Suppertime 

Study 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from 
6:30am-10am 

12 
 

13 
10am  Food 

Pantry 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from  
6pm-11pm 

14 
9am Congregational  

Breakfast 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from  
8pm-Midnight 

15 
  9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
 

16 
 
6pm Council       

Meeting 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from 
10am-2pm 

17 
10am  Food 

Pantry 

18 
8:15a Men’s BF 
5:45p  Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
6:30p Suppertime 

Study 
 
 

19 
 

20 
10am  Food 

Pantry 
 
Deadline for 
Newsletter Items 

21 
 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from  
8am-9pm 

22 
  9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot after 
noon 

  23 
   
 

24 
10am  Food 

Pantry 
 
 

25 
8:15a Men’s BF 
5:45p  Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 
6:30p Suppertime 

Study 
 

26 27 
10am  Food 

Pantry 
 
Coliseum using 
parking lot from  
11am-1pm 

28 

29 
  9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
  3pm Broadway 

Goes West! 
 

30      
 

Church 

office hours: 
 

Mon -Thurs  

9am - 3pm 
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