
  

 

Jesus said to the disciples, “You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight.  While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them.  They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.” 
(Acts 1:8-11) 
 

The church refers to Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday as the “great three days” 
before the celebration of Easter.  In 
June, our worship will feature 
another set of three great days—
Ascension, Pentecost, and Holy 
Trinity—when we celebrate how the 
power of the resurrection is placed 
into our hands. 
 

The Bible says that the Ascension 
happened forty days after Easter.  
For that reason, Ascension Day is 
always, officially, on a Thursday, but 
churches have the right to celebrate 
it on the following Sunday.  That’s 
what we will do on the first Sunday 
of the month, June 2. 
 

Ascension is a difficult, almost 
embarrassing, concept in the 21st 
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century, as it’s based on ancient ideas 
of hell lying somewhere below the earth 
and heaven somewhere above.  Our 
creeds say that Jesus descends into 
hell, then he is raised, and then he 
ascends into heaven.  Perhaps, 
“Exaltation” or “Homecoming” would be 
a better name for this day.  Whether he 
goes “up” or not, Jesus is exalted, and 
he returns home to God the Father. 
 

Christians believe that Jesus came 
from heaven to be born as a human 
being and that he returned to heaven—
wherever that is—to sit at the right 
hand of God the Father, a place from 
which he rules over heaven and earth.  
While we wait for his return to earth, we 
are given task the of making disciples 
and making God’s values a reality on 
earth.  We can only do this because of 
what happened fifty days after Easter 
and ten days after the ascension. 
 

The “pente-“ part of the word Pentecost 
refers to the number fifty.  Pentecost is 
the Greek name of a Jewish festival 
called Shavuot, which falls fifty days 
after Passover.  Like Passover, it was a 
time when the city of Jerusalem was 
filled with pilgrims from all parts of the 
world. 
 

On the first Pentecost after the first 
Easter, the Holy Spirit was given to the 
disciples in a dramatic way, 
empowering them to speak in foreign 
languages that they had never been 
taught, so that they could proclaim 
God’s good news in the native 
language of every pilgrim visiting the 
holy city. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

Like Ascension, Pentecost poses a 
problem for modern-day Christians.  
Very few of us claim to have a 
divinely given ability to speak in 
foreign languages or to perform 
miracles of healing or resurrection.  
Is the Holy Spirit still present with us 
as it was with the earliest church?  
Christians reply with an emphatic 
“yes!”  On Pentecost Sunday, June 
9, we celebrate the Spirit’s work 
within and among us. 
 

In the gospel of John, Jesus 
describes the Spirit with the unusual 
word “paraclete.”  It means “the one 
who is called to be alongside us;” 
when we translate “paraclete,” we 
use the English words like Advocate 
and Comforter.  Jesus calls it “the 
spirit of truth” who “guides you into 
all truth” and “teaches you 
everything.”  The Spirit also “proves 
the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgement.” 
 

Martin Luther sums all of these 
ideas up by saying, in his 
explanation of the Apostles’ Creed, 
“I believe that by my own 
understanding or strength I cannot 
believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or 
come to him, but instead the Holy 
Spirit has called me through the 
gospel, enlightened me with gifts, 
made me holy and kept me in the 
true faith, just as it calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and makes holy the 
whole Christian church…”   
 

Talking about the church’s creeds is 
a good segue into a discussion of 
Trinity Sunday, June 16, the only 
church holiday that doesn’t mark an 
event in the life of Jesus or in the 
story of the church, but is about a 
doctrine, a concept about God. 
 

The word “trinity” doesn’t appear in 
the Bible, and it never talks about 
God existing as the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  Even though 
Jesus told us to baptize people 

using those three names, the 
earliest Christians struggled to 
understand the divinity of Jesus, 
let alone “God in three persons.” 
 

It wasn’t until the fourth century 
that the church realized it needed 
to combat some dangerous ideas 
by “pinning down” the relationship 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit and 
how they could all be one God.  A 
lot of the confusing language of 
the Nicene Creed about Jesus 
being “true God from true God, 
begotten not made,” as well as 
the controversial language about 
the Spirit “who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son,” was written 
to protect people from having the 
wrong understanding of God. 
 

Even I can’t get my head around 
who each person of the Trinity IS; 
it was enough for Martin Luther to 
talk about what each person 
DOES: the Father gives us life 
and provides for our needs; the 
Son rescues us from the power of 
sin and death; the Spirit 
transforms us into the people we 
are meant to be. 
 

The bottom line is that the Trinity 
is a relationship of love who 
blesses us in our relationships 
and within this congregation that 
is called “Trinity.” 
 

Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity 
will be Sundays when we wrestle 
with some very big ideas about 
God, but they will also be days 
when we join together in praise of 
God for loving us and giving us so 
much. 
 

I pray that God will continue to be 
very real and present with you on 
these days and in every day of 
your life. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
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Notes from the Organ  Bench  
The old 
song starts, 
“June is 
busting out 
all over” 
and June at 
Trinity is 
busting out 

with music of all kinds! On June 2nd, we will be 
celebrating the Feast of the Ascension, and our 
musical offering will be John Rutter's lively 
setting of Psalm 47, “O Clap Your Hands!” June 
9 is Pentecost, and our choir will be singing 
“Every Time I feel the spirit” with a little bit of 
help from our friends. The Prelude and Postlude 
and much of the other music will be played by a 
wonderful brass quartet from USF. In addition to 
spirituals, we will sing, “Hail Thee, Festival 
Day”, “God of Whirlwind” and “Like the murmur 
of the Dove’s song.” 
 

June 16 is Trinity Sunday, and at Trinity we will 
celebrate with Mozart! Our string quartet will 
return, accompanying the Choir on the Te 
Deum as the anthem, as well as hymns, 
Prelude and Postlude! 
 

June 30 we will hear the trio from Elijah by 
Mendelssohn, “Lift Thine Eyes”.  
And last, but not least, be sure to buy tickets for 
the first performance of our Summer Song 
concert series. The delight of “Sweet Company” 
will be ours as we meet at 3 pm to enjoy the 
sounds of the 40’s, 50’s and more from this 
wonderful group of singers! 
 

Whew! I can’t wait! Many thanks to those who 
have donated to the special music fund, and to 
the faithful choir members who have steadily 
shown up each week to “work in the vineyard.” 

Ron Turner 
Organist and Director of Music 

 
MEET THE CHOIR 
 

Pastor Tom Snapp: I 
grew up in a small rural 
farming community in 
southwest Ohio.  There 
was a Methodist church 
whose people loved 
nothing better than to 
bathe its children in God's 
love.  It was there I was 

called into the ministry at a summer church 
camp.  I graduated from a new consolidated 
high school along with friends I had known all 
my life.  My father sold insurance until he 
opened a music store and my mother was a 
beautician.  I have one younger sister. 
There was not much money, but a small 
Quaker college (Wilmington) offered a work 
study program, which had me working in a 
factory three days a week and school the 
other three.  I landed the music assistantship 
my junior year and was carolloneur  and 
convocation organist.  It was at college I fell  
in love with Marty.  We married after 
graduation. 
 

God offered me graduate school at Yale and 
then called me to a small church in Hialeah.  
From there to associate pastor in Hollywood, 
Florida.  Surprisingly the next call  was to 
Japan for almost eight years.  We returned to 
Ohio and I got a second Master's in 
counseling.  I worked eight years, part time in 
counseling and part time in pastoral ministry.  
God's call to Ft. Myers Beach brought me 
back to Florida and into retirement.  In the 
meantime Marty and I raised three children 
and enjoy our two grandchildren.  It is a 
blessing also to be at Trinity and sing in the 
choir. 
 
Maria Van Parys sings 
alto at Trinity Lutheran 
Church on her weekends 
off as a Registered Nurse. 
She has sung and 
performed in choirs and 
dabbled in musical and 
children's theater 
throughout middle school 
to her sophomore year in 
college. In the last few 
years, Maria has been blessed to return to 
singing by joining the choir in her past church 
and now, TLC. She has also assisted in 
coordinating VBS music camps for Ron 
Turner, being the parent representative for a 
children's "Ringer's and Singer's” Group, and 
performing with the Bach Chorale in 2018. 
One of her biggest regrets in life is drifting 
away from music for many years, but Maria is 
trying to rectify that by ensuring her 
daughters see the importance of always 
making music part of their lives. 
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Feed My Sheep 

Update 

Our Food Pantry is really looking 
spectacular. All of the walls are freshly 
painted a cheery off-white color with 
donated paint from a local Sherwin-
Williams representative and a donation 
from Sunshine Boys Painting. A huge 
thank you to Alan Camp and Jeanette 
Mulcahy for the many hours of work 
devoted to painting the pantry. 
 
The TLC Food Pantry is now it’s own 
Florida non-profit corporation, and we are 
seeking corporate and philanthropic  
monetary donations to keep us working. 
We have applied 
for an ELCA 
Domestic Hunger  
grant and should 
know if we got it 
in September. 
Currently, we are 
seeing about 100 
clients per week! 
 
We are still in 
need of canned 
soup, tuna, sardines, Cup of Noodles, and 
saltine crackers in sleeves. The men’s 
clothing area is in real need of shorts, T-
shirts (especially small, medium and large 
sizes), sneakers, or comfortable walking 
shoes. We always need washcloths for 
men and women and reading glasses.  
 
We hope to have another Pantry open 
house in June, so you can see the how 
great it looks. Thank you to everyone who 
continues to support the TLC Food 
Pantry! 

Blessings, 
Your Friends at the Pantry 

A Fresh Look at the 

TLC Pantry! 

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Canned soup 

Tuna 

Sardines 

Cup of Noodles 

Saltine crackers 

(in sleeves) 

Men’s shorts and tee 

shirts (small, medium and 

large) 

Readers (glasses) from 

the Dollar Store 

Washcloths 
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It Started with Scissors 
By Sister Michelle Collins 
 

It started with a request for scissors.   

I had been volunteering with a group of women 

in St. Petersburg who were teaching some 

refugee women to sew.  The group is called 

Sew Much Hope, and the vision is to create 

partnerships and opportunities that equip 

refugee women with the sewing skills they can 

use to create an income for their families.  

 

Volunteers for Sew Much Hope come from a 

variety of faith traditions, and the program is not 

an extension of any particular church ministry.  I 

got connected because I grew up in Kenya and 

have some elementary Swahili-speaking skills, 

and the women coming to Sew Much Hope are 

often from Congo and can speak Swahili.  So I 

was there to use my very choppy Swahili to 

help translate as women worked across culture 

and language differences to sew bags, head 

bands, pillow cases, place mats, and more.   

 

In just a few months, I saw the incredible growth 

in both groups of women as they came 

together—the teachers in their appreciation for 

a world and experience so different than their 

own, and the students in their confidence and 

ability to create items they were proud of.  The 

group started talking about forming a co-op and 

expanding their work beyond just learning to 

sew, to being paid to sew.  In order to do that, 

they would need more supplies. 

 

One month I overheard the organizers talk 

about how they were short on scissors.  I 

remembered that I had recently heard people at 

Trinity talking about how their quilting group 

was no longer functioning, and they had a large 

supply of unused sewing supplies.  So, on a 

whim, I approached a few leaders at Trinity and 

asked if they would consider donating a few 

pairs of scissors to Sew Much Hope. 

 

Trinity heard the invitation and went the extra 

mile.  Rather than just donating a few pairs of 

scissors, they reached out to Sew Much Hope 

and offered to donate their entire sewing room of 

supplies.  Three full van trips later, Sew Much 

Hope organizers had scissors, rotary cutters, 

cutting mats, large rulers, ironing boards, fabric 

and more.   

 

When I 

walked into 

the Sew Much 

Hope space 

the next day, I 

was 

bombarded by 

cries of 

excitement as 

the teachers celebrated all the supplies they’d 

been given by Trinity.  “Without these donations, 

the initial start-up costs for things like scissors, 

rulers, rotary cutters and cutting mats would 

make it difficult for the women to feel the impact 

of their income.  But now, they will benefit from 

their work much sooner, because these items 

are already in stock,” one teacher said. 

 

As I watched the women learning to sew a bag 

that would become the base for their attempt to 

generate income, I was struck by the layers of 

meaning and richness in what I was witnessing.  

Lutheran women (like the ones at Trinity) have a 

deep history of making quilts and other supplies 

that get shared around the world through 

Lutheran World Relief. Many congregations (like 

Trinity) are experiencing a decline in the ability 

to keep sewing 

groups as active as 

they used to be.  

Meanwhile, through 

the work of Lutheran 

World Relief and 

other refugee 

resettlement 

organizations, women 

from Congo are 

finding their way to 

communities like St. 

Petersburg and 

(Continued on next page) 
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looking for ways to develop and use skills that 

can result in income-generating work for them 

and their families.   

 

Now, through a random set of connections, what 

seemed to be the ‘dying sewing group’ at Trinity 

has been instrumental in what will be the birthing 

of new possibilities for Sew Much Hope.  Trinity 

women could have held onto their sewing 

supplies, hoping for the day when they could 

once again be making quilts and banners.  They 

could have just donated a few pairs of scissors.  

But their willingness to be extravagant in their 

generosity, and their willingness to give 

everything they had left of a ministry that was 

near and dear to their hearts for many years, 

created an unexpected and overwhelming 

blessing for 

others.   

 

Lutheran 

women are 

still 

impacting 

refugee 

women 

through 

sewing…but 

it’s in an 

entirely 

different 

way.  It 

brought to 

mind that 

familiar 

phrase from 

Isaiah: “Behold, I am doing a new thing.”  In 

many churches, sewing groups are struggling to 

find people who want to come together to sew in 

the way they used to.  In this community of 

women from Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and other 

countries in Africa—displaced through a variety 

of complicated and difficult circumstances and 

finding their way in a culture drastically different 

than their own—there are women eager to meet 

as often as possible, learn the fundamentals of 

sewing a straight line and inserting a pin into 

fabric, and hopeful that they can use these skills 

to change their lives.  

Something new is 

happening.  And the 

history, tradition, 

commitment and 

faithfulness of the 

sewing group at 

Trinity is now part of 

that new thing that is 

happening through 

Sew Much Hope, St. 

Petersburg. 

 

All because one 
group was looking 
for more scissors. 

 

Image and message taken from the Sew Much 
Hope St. Petersburg Facebook page. 
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Trinity Lutheran 

 

Mark your calendars! It’s 

right around the corner. 

 

TLC Annual 
Congregational Picnic 

 

Saturday, June 15, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. at Campbell 

Park 
 

The sign-up sheet is in 
Fellowship Hall or you may 
call the office. Burgers and 
hotdogs will be provided. 
Bring your favorite salad, 

side dish, or dessert. 

June Meetings 
 

Let ‘Em Eat Cake 

June 3rd at 7:00 
 

Synod Assembly 

June 6-8 
 

Church Council 

June 17th at 6:00 
 

Band of  Angels 

June 30th after Worship 

Trinity has been CHALLENGED to turn 

out the largest crowd at a fund-raiser 

for the annual Interfaith Pride Worship 

Service! 
 

Come to Drag Queen Bingo at Punky’s 

Bar and Grill, 3063 Central Avenue 

on Monday June 10, 2019 at 7 pm. 
 

For a mere ten dollars, you can play 10 

rounds of bingo and win prizes. 

There will 

also be a 

50/50 raffle, 

so bring 

cash to buy 

lots of 

tickets. 
 

This event is NOT for children or for the 

easily offended; drag queens have a 

tendency to be bawdy and even 

raunchy (even when they’re raising 

money for churches…) 
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at  trinity 

SummerSongs 

Afternoon concerts of music on the brighter side 
performed in a beautiful and historic space 

 

Sunday, June 30, 3 pm 

The Pleasure of “Sweet Company” 
This acclaimed a capella trio will sing favorites from the 1930s to today 

 

Sunday, July 28, 3 pm 

Broadway Goes West! 
Your favorite songs from shows like “Oklahoma!” and “Annie Get Your Gun” 

 

Sunday, August 25, 3 pm 

The Pirates of Penzance 
The very model of a Gilbert and Sullivan operetta 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church    401 Fifth Street North in St Petersburg 
Proceeds from these concerts pay for the restoration of Trinity’s historic pipe organ and 

support the music ministries of the church. 

 

Tickets $15 each or $40 for all three programs,  
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Brendan Hall graduated from the Pinellas 

County Center for the Arts/Gibbs High 

School on Saturday, May 25th. He has been 

truly blessed by the ongoing love and 

support of his TLC family! Brendan will be 

attending St. Pete College in the fall and 

plans to major in computer science.  
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JUNE SERVERS 

6/1  Carla Gregory  

6/11  Auria Garcia  

6/11  Symphonie Garcia  

6/14  Marilyn Marshick  

6/16  Jacque Bishop  

6/16  Margo Sardo  

6/20  Cal Cook  

6/20  Ardis Kelso  

6/22   Ann Gibson  

6/23  Betty Napolitano  

6/23  Edwin Jarvis  

 June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23  June 30 
Acolyte Phil Rearick Danny Burtless Alan Due Doug Forcino Doug Forcino 

Assisting 
Ministers Karen Toth      

Phil Rearick 
Lynne Tallon Alan Due 

Lynne Tallon     
Doug Forcino 

Doug Forcino 

Lector 
Jacque Bishop Alan Due Craig Mowrer Doug Forcino Mishelle Richards 

Ushers Leah Heinicke   
Charlene Diefel    

Jan Dorr          
Pat Kapfhammer 

Helen Mowrer 

Amanda Moffitt  
Janet Crim       

Charlie Hahn       
Helen Mowrer     

Karen Toth 

Leah Heinicke     
Charlene Diefel    

Jan Dorr           
Lisa Johnson     
Karen Toth 

Amanda Moffitt    
Janet Crim        

Charlie Hahn      
Barb Macomb     

Mishelle Richards 

Toni Durilla      
Lisa Johnson      

Pat Kapfhammer   
Barb Macomb    

Mishelle Richards 

Greeters Jan Dorr           
Pat Kapfhammer   

Charlie Hahn    
Janet Crim 

Karen Toth     
Charlene Diefel 

Barb Macomb    
Mishelle Richards 

Lisa Johnson     
Pat Kapfhammer 

6/2 Bertoluzzi family 

6/23 Yvonne Waters 

6/30 Ruth Wilson 

ALTAR 

FLOWERS 
6/2  Bert & Doris 

Bertoluzzi 
 

Congratulations to Bert 

and Doris on their 69th 

Wedding Anniversary! 
Photo taken at Trinity Lutheran 

Church 69 years ago. 

JUNE 

Anniversaries 

Note: We have two 

Sundays open (6/9 & 

6/16). Sign up on the 

bulletin board or contact 

the office if your would 

like to sponsor altar 

flowers. 

JUNE 

Birthdays 



11 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

      1 

2 
Ascension 
Sunday 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
 

3 
 
7:00 Let 'Em 
Eat Cake 
 

4 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

5 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

6 
Synod 
Assembly 

7 
 
 
Food Pantry 
CLOSED 

8 
 

9 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Drag 
Queen Bingo 

11 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

12 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 
 
 

15   10:00-2:00 
Congregational 

Picnic 
 
 

16    8:30  Choir 
10:00  Worship 
New Members 

17 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
Meeting 

18 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

19 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

20 21 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 
 
 

22 
 

23 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
3:00 Sweet 
Company Concert 

24    
 
 
 
 

25 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

26 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

27 28 29 

30 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
BOA Meeting 

   
   

Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church Calendar 


