
  

 

“Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne, and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To him who loves us and 
freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God 
and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
(Revelation 1: 4-6) 
 
Easter is more than just a single 
morning in a church full of lilies 
and people; Easter is a seven-
week season in the church’s 
calendar.  As our sign on Fourth 
Avenue says, Trinity is “Still 
Celebrating Easter” in the month of 
May. 
 
Easter requires a whole season.  
We aren’t just celebrating the fact 
that Jesus was raised from the 
dead and we, too, will someday be 
raised.  The primary thing that we 
celebrate is that the power of 
resurrection is now active in our 
daily life, in our church, and in our 
world. 
 
We see this most clearly, not in the 
gospel readings for the Sundays of 
Easter, but in the other readings 
assigned for each week. 
 
Instead of an Old Testament 
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reading, our first reading on each 
Sunday in the Easter Season comes 
from the fifth book of the New 
Testament, the Acts of the Apostles.  
Written by the author of the gospel of 
Luke, Acts is a continuation of that 
story, telling how the earliest 
Christians embraced the true power 
of the resurrection when they 
proclaimed the good news of God’s 
love, first in Jerusalem and Judea, 
then in Samaria, and, eventually, all 
the way to “the ends of the earth.” 
 
The second reading for each Sunday 
of Easter is taken from the book of 
Revelation, a deeply symbolic and 
metaphoric book written to encourage 
first-century Christians as they began 
to experience persecution from the 
Roman Empire.  Revelation promises 
that a day is coming when God’s will 
is—most emphatically—done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  That will be a 
day of rejoicing for some; a day of 
judgment for others. 
 
Acts and Revelation are the “book-
ends” to the entire history of the 
Christian church, accounts of the birth 
of the church and promises of the 
fulfilment of God’s desires.  To quote 
Revelation, they are the “alpha and 
omega” of how the church and the 
wider world interact and collide. 
 
For those of us living our lives 
between the events of Acts and 
Revelation, the books are a source of 
guidance and encouragement.  But 

(Continued on next page) 
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Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

they also challenge us and our 
understanding of God. 
 
Acts describes a God who is 
actively involved in the first 
century world; Revelation says 
that God will be very active at the 
end of human history.  But how 
active do we see God working in 
our own community and in our 
own century? 
 
The people participating in our 
special silent prayer initiative are 
committed to perceiving God at 
work in our lives as individuals 
and as a community. 
 
During the season of Easter and 
beyond, our Wednesday evening 
“Suppertime Study” will read and 
discuss a book that, I hope, will 
help us to see God as active in 
our congregation as in the earliest 
churches. 
 
The book is called “Intrusive God, 
Disruptive Gospel: Encountering 
the Divine in the Book of Acts.”  
As the preface to the book says, 
what the early church taught 
about Jesus 
 
…asks people to embrace new 
religious, social, political, and 
economic values, sometimes 
putting both the proclaimers and 
their audiences at odds with the 
established social order.  That 
social order—“the world” 
consisting of the various cultural 
pockets that together make up the 
Roman Empire—doesn’t 
appreciate being turned upside 
down.  So it usually strikes back, 
not out of blind bigotry or petty 
disagreements over personal 
religious convictions but out of a 
keen awareness of just how 
influential this new religion will be 
if it is allowed to settle into a 
community and change how 

people live, worship, think about 
themselves, and spend their 
money.  This gospel creates new 
realities among those who join it, 
even as it occasionally upsets 
their preexisting convictions about 
what’s proper.  Or what’s 
possible. 
 
Does God still disrupt lives and 
societies today?  Does the 
portrait of an intrusive God 
resemble the world we inhabit 
and the God we seek to know?  If 
so, would that even be 
considered good news? 
 
Maybe our question shouldn’t be, 
“Has God changed since Acts 
was written?” but instead, “Have 
our imaginations and 
expectations about God become 
too confined?  Too one-
dimensional?  Too cautious?”  
Acts might prompt us to ask 
deeper questions about what God 
might make possible in our lives 
and our neighbors’ lives. 
 
Whether or not you’re a part of 
our prayer initiative or you come 
to our Wednesday gatherings, I 
hope our Sunday worship during 
the season of Easter will help you 
to see how God is offering you 
the true power of the 
resurrection—every day. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
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Notes from the Organ 
 Bench  

 
We have some 
wonderful 
choir members 
that work very 
hard, but we 
really need a 
few more 
people up 
there to help 
us with leading 
the music. We 

particularly need sopranos and a tenor or 
two. Unlike many churches, we only require a 
Sunday morning rehearsal, so your evenings 
during the week are not taken up with 
rehearsals. Please think prayerfully on this, 
and talk to Ron. 
 
Another area we need some help with is 
organizing and cataloging the existing music 
library. The two big things that would help are 
volunteers that would arrange all of the boxes 
of music in alphabetical order, and some who 
would write down the names of all the boxes. 
If you can enter the names in the computer, 
that would be great!!! 

 
Thanks to those of you who have shared so 
many kind words about our Easter music. 
Much of that was made possible by your gifts 
to the special music fund, so help if you can 
to replenish that fund for Trinity Sunday, All 
Saints, Advent and Christmas, and the other 
special times in our community’s liturgical life. 
 
Our organ rebuilding continues, as on Easter 
Monday Ron Streicher came and removed 
some parts to continue the re-leathering. 
Smaller parts are taken to his workshop, 
where he has 
equipment to do the 
finer repairs. Here 
you can see where 
some of the leather 
has completely 
detached and is 
deteriorating. Thanks 
to our many donors 

who have made it possible to begin this 
work! 
 
We’re getting ready to start advertising for 
our Summer Song series! These concerts 
will be happening at 3 pm on the last 
Sundays of June, July and August! Mark 
your calendars! 
 
 

Ron Turner 
Organist and Director of Music 

 
 
 
Meet the Choir 
 
Olivia Van Parys is in 8th 
grade and has been 
singing soprano for the 
last four years. She 
joined a choir with her 
mother upon hearing that 
one of the members 
would bake delicious 
cookies for the choir to 
eat after rehearsal. Olivia 
literally joined for the 
cookies, and then 
realized she could sing! 
 
She has sung solos at school, was a cantor 
at her previous church, performed a solo 
with the Bach Chorale in 2018, and sang 
with the 2019 County choir. Olivia is an 
honor student, who plans to become a 
Doctor, but vows to always have music as a 
part of her life.  
 
Hopefully, you can meet Olivia while 
enjoying cookies during fellowship! 
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Feed My Sheep 

Update 

 If you visit the Pantry, you'll 
notice that the outside door is 
now red to match the other 
church doors. As you enter you'll 
see the freshly painted walls in 
our waiting area with the addition 
of pictures on the wall, a fan and 
pleasant lighting in the hallway. 
When Jeanette Mulcahy and 
Alan Camp went to purchase the 
paint at Home Depot, they 
shared that the paint was being 
used for the TLC Pantry. When 
they told the Sherman Williams 
representative what they were 
doing, he graciously donated all 
of the paint.  
 

Alan and Jeanette also funded 
the cleaning of the carpet in the 
hallway downstairs, as part of the 
efforts to clean, organize and 
enhance the atmosphere for both 
volunteers and clientele. The 
technician who cleaned the 
carpet had a personal 
connection to our 
Pantry and cleaned 
additional space free of 
charge. He shared the 
story of his sister who 
visited our Pantry years 
ago to obtain necessary 
goods during a difficult 

time in her life. While visiting 
the Pantry, she learned about 
AA St. Pete, and began her 
journey to recovery. 
 

Numerous volunteers have 
made an ongoing commitment 
to this outreach and are truly 
touching the lives of others. 
Two unsung volunteers are 
Whitney Johnson and Bill 
Diefel. They volunteer every 
Friday to retrieve an 
abundance of fresh and 
frozen food items from the St. 
Petersburg Free Clinic and 
deliver it to our Pantry. We 
are so fortunate to have this 
ongoing relationship with the 
Free Clinic to provide more for 
our clientele. When Whitney 
and Bill arrive with the bounty, 
they are greeted by some of 
our clients who are eager to 
assist with the unloading. 
Then our TLC and Paradise 

volunteers 
divide, sort, 
and place 
items on the 
"fresh food" 
table for that 
day's clients. 
 

We are 
actively 
working on the 

application for non-profit 
status. Alan Camp is taking 
the lead on this endeavor and 
is working with a local lawyer 
who has volunteered his 
services to assist with this 
project. We have hopes that 

The food pantry continues to 

serve an average of 100 

clients per week.  

the lawyer, who just happens 
to be Lutheran, will consider 
joining us at Trinity for 
worship. 
 

So you can see, much is 
occurring behind the scenes 
in our Pantry, resulting in 
improved services and 
movement towards 
expanding our outreach. We 
will keep you posted on our 
progress. If you want to see 
our renovated pantry, come 
by on Tuesday or Friday 
between 10:00 AM and noon 
or see Lynne, Ruth or 
Jeanette on a Sunday for a 
tour.  God continues to bless 
this ministry in many ways. 
Alleluia! 
 

Blessings, 
Lynne Tallon 

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Thanks to all for the 

donations during the 

season of Lent. At this time, 

we are in need of new men’s 

and women’s underwear, 

sizes medium and large. 
 

We are also looking for a 

used or new dehumidifier 

and air ionizer to enhance 

the climate of the Pantry 

area. 
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From Our President 
Lisa Johnson 
 

Prop-ortunity knocks! 

 

Last year, the council presented to the 

congregation a vision for renovating the 

upstairs Redeemer Hall so that it can be 

offered to our community as event and meeting 

space.  The first phase of that process has 

been completed, as the long-standing Saturday 

morning breakfast is no longer held at Trinity.  

This was an emotional and difficult decision, 

but in order to move forward with our plans to 

develop a viable and sustainable meeting 

place, and in turn find new ways to improve our 

financial position, we found it was a necessary 

step. 

 

Now it’s time to move on. In order to organize 

and plan the many pieces of this process, we 

are calling on you to share your experience, 

talents and ideas. Some of the first things we 

will need to tackle are:  

Repairing the fence and signs in the 

parking lot across the street 

Improving the curb appeal of the property 

Cleaning and inventory of the upstairs 

space- kitchen, storage areas and 

bathrooms 

 

To get started, a meeting will be held following 

service on May 12.  (I do realize this is also 

Mother’s Day) This meeting will be for anyone 

who has an interest in assisting or has any 

ideas about how and what we should do either 

outside or inside.  Please come and share your 

opinions and knowledge – all are welcome!    

 

Whenever you are asked if you can do a job, 

tell ‘em, ‘Certainly I can!’ Then get busy and 

find out how to do it.  

Theodore Roosevelt 

 

 

Lisa shares: 
What is the only 
thing that could 
make me miss 
Easter Sunday at 
Trinity?  
The joy on these 
faces!   

We are enhancing our online 

presence via various social media 

outlets. Find us and follow us using 

the information below: 
 

   TrinityLutheranStPete  
https://www.facebook.com/

trinitylutheranstpete/ 

         TrinityLutheranDTSP 
https://www.instagram.com/

trinitylutherandtsp/ 

         TrinityLutheranDTSP 
https://twitter.com/TDtsp 

If you have any suggestions or information 
you’d like us to post on any of these platforms, 
let me know via email  jd1709@gmail.com.  
Jen Durilla 

https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranstpete/
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranstpete/
https://www.instagram.com/trinitylutherandtsp/
https://www.instagram.com/trinitylutherandtsp/
https://twitter.com/TDtsp
mailto:jd1709@gmail.com
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On Saturday, May 11, after the conference 
gathering at Hope Lutheran Church, the 
Central Florida chapter of ReconcilingWorks 

will host a forum at 
Allendale United 
Methodist Church to 
discuss the response to 
that denomination’s recent 
decision to continue 
forbidding same-sex 
marriages and the hiring 
of pastors in same-sex 
relationships. 

 

Congregations like Allendale are saddened by 
their denomination’s actions and continue the 
work of being a fully inclusive and welcoming 
church. 
 

This forum will be a gathering of Lutherans and 
Methodists to discuss how their denominations 
came to different decisions about the place of 
LGBTQ people in the church, and how they can 
work together to proclaim God’s love to all. 
 

The forum 
begins at 2 p.m.; 
Allendale UMC 
is at the corner 
of Haines Road 
and 38th Avenue 
N in St 
Petersburg. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let ‘Em Eat Cake 
Danielle Anderson 

 

Next meeting is Monday, May  

6th at 7:00 PM in the fellowship 

hall on the second floor. We will 

be celebrating mothers. We hope to see 

you there! 

Save the Date! 

TLC Annual Congregational 

Picnic 
 

Saturday, June 15, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. at 

Campbell Park 

Joys of 

motherhood 
• A hug for no 

reason.  

• Belly laughs.  

• The light-bulb 

moment when your child  understands 

something you’ve been trying to teach 

them.  

• Smiles and giggles.  

• Mud pies.  

• Arms raised in the air after a big 

accomplishment.  

• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your 

child’s lips.  

• Quiet moments on the couch.  

• Reading aloud together.  

• A family meal filled with conversation 

and laughter.  

• Watching your child be kind to another.  

• Recognizing a moment you’d like to 

freeze in time. 

• A child’s look of surprise and joy.  

• A quiet conversation that heals a 

wounded heart.  

• The words “I love you” — and a sticky 

kiss.  
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MAY SERVERS 

5/1  Marie Hunt  

5/5  Jermaine 
Stevenson 

 

5/7  Alan Soli  

5/9  Christopher Smith  

5/15  Kensei Snapp  

5/28  Frances Harding  

5/28  Kevin Mowrer  

5/31  Helen Stevener  

    

  May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 
Acolyte Phil Rearick Danny Burtless Trudy Daniels Danny Burtless 

Assisting 
Ministers Karen Toth           

Phil Rearick 
Lynne Tallon       
Doug Forcino 

Trudy Daniels       
Phil Rearick 

Matthew Reitz 

Lector 
Jacque Bishop Alan Due Leah Heinicke Doug Forcino 

Greeters Jen Durilla         
Toni Durilla        

Leah Heinicke       
Helen Mowrer        
Rebecca Reitz 

Bert Bertoluzzi    
Janet Crim           

Tyra Humphrey      
Matthew Reitz       
Rebecca Reitz 

Jen Durilla             
Toni Durilla          

Leah Heinicke       
Pat Kapfhammer     
Rebecca Reitz 

Vanneita Anderson     
Charlie Hahn         

Pat Kapfhammer      
Betty Napolitano      
Rebecca Reitz 

Ushers Jen Durilla        
Carol Bertoluzzi 

Bert Bertoluzzi      
Janet Crim  

Leah Heinicke       
Pat Kapfhammer 

Vanneita Anderson      
Betty Napolitano 

05/12 Jen Durilla 

05/26 Jan and Don 

Dorr 

ALTAR 

FLOWERS 

5/8   Pastor Paul Gibbs 
and Alan Due 

 

5/28  Jan and Don Dorr  

5/29  Lisa and David 
Valentine 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   1 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

2 
 

3 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

4 

5 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
Town Hall Mtg. 
BOA Bake Sale 
 

6 
 
7:00 Let 'Em 
Eat Cake 
Celebrating 
Mothers 

7 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

8 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

19 10 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

11 
9-12 Suncoast 
Conf. Gathering 
2:00 Reconciling-
Works Forum 
(See pages 6-7) 

 12    8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
Mtg. About 
Facility Projects 

13 
 
 
6:00 Council 
Meeting 

14 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

15 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17  
10:00 Food 
Pantry 
 
 

18 
 
9:00 TLC 
Congregational 
Breakfast 
 
Armed Forces 
Day 

19 
 

8:30  Choir 
10:00  Worship 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

22 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

23 24 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 
8:00  

25 
 

26 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
BOA Meeting 

27    
 
 
 
 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

28 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

29 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Suppertime 
Study 

30 31  

    
   

Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church Calendar 


