
  

 

The mission of this congregation 

is “to make Christ known by 

welcoming, worshiping, learning, 

and serving.”  We’ve lived out the 

“learning” portion of our mission 

by providing Sunday School for 

kids, teenagers, and adults; with 

special studies in the seasons of 

Advent and Lent; by funding 

education opportunities for 

teenagers and college students in 

the congregation; and with 

donations to the scholarship 

funds of Lutheran colleges and 

seminaries. 
 

I’m pleased to announce two new 

ways that people will know of 

Christ through learning at Trinity: 

a college-student outreach and a 

regular program of Wednesday 

evening classes for members and 

friends of the congregation. 
 

College kids like to get together to 

“spill the tea,” which means to 

chat, to gossip, and to speak from 

the heart.  We’re calling our 

college-student ministry “Spilling 

TLC,” referring both to the name 

of the church and to an 

opportunity for conversation about 

faith and life and the chance to 

enjoy some physical and spiritual 

“tender loving care.” 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 

727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 

“Spilling TLC” will offer food and 

fellowship to students at the 

University of South Florida in St 

Petersburg, St Petersburg College, 

and Eckerd College.  Danielle 

Anderson and new members David 

and Susan Amann will be working 

hard to get this ministry up and 

running.  Stay tuned for more 

information about how we’re offering 

a special welcome to those who 

study in St Pete. 
 

For the past few years on Wednesday 

evenings in the season of Lent, Trinity 

has offered some form of “Soup & 

Study.”  One year we worked through 

the First Letter of John; another year 

saw a survey of how the theme of 

justice is presented in the Old and 

New Testaments.  Earlier this year, 

we enjoyed learning about and 

singing some of our favorite hymns. 
 

The classes have been popular, not 

only for their content, but for the 

chance to build relationships within 

the Trinity family.  And this year 

someone said the words every pastor 

loves to hear: “We should do this all 

year long!” 
 

Beginning on September 6, we’re 

going to try and do just that—offer a 

regular schedule of Wednesday 
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(Continued on next page) 

Give instruction to the wise, and they will become wiser still; 
teach the righteous and they will gain in learning. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.                 (Proverbs 9:9-10) 
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                         Secretary 
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•Pastor Paul Gibson 
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•Anne Ruhl 

•Lynne Tallon 

evening study opportunities that 

include sharing a light supper 

together.  The name will be 

changed to “Supper Study.”  

Supper will be served at 6 p.m. 

and the class should be done by 

7:30, so people can get home 

before dark. 
 

We will alternate between 

multiple weeks of teaching on 

one subject and single-evening 

discussions, so that people can 

participate as much and as often 

as they like.  No one needs to 

sign up for a long-term 

commitment.  We will vary the 

dinner menu from time to time: 

sometimes soup, sometimes 

salads, sometimes appetizers—

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

but always with vegetarian 

options.  Members will be invited 

to help with both the cooking and 

the teaching. 
 

You’ll find the schedule for the first 

few months of “Supper Study” 

elsewhere in this newsletter, along 

with a list of opportunities to join 

with other St Petersburg Lutherans 

to join for learning and fellowship 

in honor of the 500th anniversary 

of the Reformation. 
 

I hope many of you will take 

advantage of these opportunities 

to make Christ known through 

learning! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

Autumn choir schedule begins on 

Sunday, September 10.  Singers will 

arrive at the church early that day to pick 

up new music in the choir room and 

begin rehearsal promptly in the loft at 

8:30 a.m.  At this rehearsal, we will 

begin preparing for our Reformation 

celebration at the end of October.  This 

celebration will include three anthems 

and liturgical music by and from the time 

of Martin Luther.  Music for our 

Reformation celebration will be covered 

in depth next month.  If you or anyone you know is interested in 

singing a wide variety of sacred choral music, please contact me 

at 727-894-7193 or tlcorganist@mylutheran.org. 
 

We have engaged two instrumentalists from our extended Trinity 

music family for our festival worship on Reformation Sunday, but 

we are still very short on funds for Christmas Eve music.  Because 

of the high demand for instrumentalists at Christmas it is virtually 

impossible to book musicians for this date much after Labor Day; 

thus, the amount of money available at that time will determine 

what we are able to do. Please consider a gift in whatever amount 

you can afford to keep the tradition of fine Christmas music 

moving forward at Trinity. 

– Tom Hall 
Music Director 
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Feed My Sheep 

September Update 

334 people were served this past month. 
 

We have been blessed with contributions 

from our Trinity family this past month. 

Men's clothing (which filled the bed of a 

large pick-up truck) was given to us by a 

community yard sale. Bill and Charlene 

Diefel transported the items to church and 

we placed them in our clothing section. Then 

last week, Edwin Jarvis, blessed us with 

many bags and boxes of men's clothing. The 

St. Petersburg Free Clinic provides meats, 

fruits, vegetables, breads and pastries on a 

weekly basis. Whitney Johnson has 

volunteered to pick-up the items at their 

warehouse and bring them to the church every Friday morning. Our clients who have cooking facilities 

are very appreciative.  
 

We are blessed with volunteers helping on Tuesdays and 

Fridays; the ladies from Paradise Lutheran bring items from 

their congregation, ladies from Lutheran Apartments have 

come to help, residents from Peterborough send over 

donations, Lutheran Residence also send donations of 

handmade outerwear for the upcoming cooler weather.  Of 

course, our Team Trinity folks can always be counted on to 

help. Don't let this list keep you from joining our group-there 

is plenty to do. 
 

There is a need for hygiene products (soap, deodorant, 

shampoo, razors, Depends, and feminine products.) Also, any donation of pop 

top soups (chunky style), canned pasta, Vienna sausage, and pop-tarts 

(strawberry or chocolate) will never go to waste. 
 

Looking toward the future, Trinity will be having a fundraiser for the food 

pantry at Hamburger Mary's on Tyrone Blvd. on Monday, November 27. Mark 

your calendar and join us for an evening of good food, fellowship and bingo. 

Watch Sunday bulletins for updates concerning this event. 
 

God has provided this opportunity to serve in our community and we are 

blessed to follow His call. 

                                                                                                       God's blessings, 

                                                                        Alan Due and Lynne Tallon  
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Events Commemorating the Reformation  

Saturday, September 9, at 6 p.m.   
The Tavern at Bayboro on the USF campus 
120 6th Ave S, St Petersburg, FL 33701 
A special ‘Lutheran HOPS AND Hymns’ 

An evening of food, music, and 
fellowship. 
$10 per person for food.   
Nominate your favorite hymns to sing. 

Wednesday, September 27, at 7 p.m.  
USF Alumni Center, Traditions Hall  
4202 E. Fowler Avenue, Tampa, FL 
Lecture on Luther, Jews and Antisemitism by 
Dr. Dean Bell 

A revolutionary figure in world history, Martin 

Luther frequently discussed Judaism and the 

Jews in his numerous and influential writings.  

For Luther, those topics were central to his 

understanding of theology, politics and history.  

On the 500th anniversary of his famous "95 

Theses," this lecture examines the reformer's 

writings about Judaism and the Jews in the 

context of his society and his own thought.  We 

also examine the impact that Luther's Jewish 

writings had on later history, especially as they 

were coopted during the Holocaust and re-

examined in light of modern Jewish-Christian 

Dialogue. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Thursday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.– 9:28 p.m. 
AMC Sundial theater  
151 2nd Ave N., St Petersburg  
Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the 
World 

An exclusive, one-night movie event to 

explore the impact of Martin Luther, the 

Reformation and how Grace, the 

undeserved Love of God, transforms every 

aspect of our life.  Q & A to follow. 

November 12, Sunday, 4 pm 
First Presbyterian Church  
701 Beach Drive NE St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
Concert Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 
 

Cantata No. 80, “Ein feste Burg,” BWV 80, Johann Sebastian Bach 
Symphony No. 5 in D minor, “Reformation,” Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Concordia Vocal Ensemble and Members of The Florida Orchestra 
Dr. Matt Caine, conductor 
 

Concert is free; tickets or advanced reservations are not needed.  A freewill 

offering will be received to help offset expenses.  Complimentary valet parking 

will be provided.  Childcare will also be available. 

Sunday, November 5, at 4 p.m. 
Lutheran Apartments  
550 First Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, FL   
Hymn Sing and Pot Luck 



6 

 

 

 

 Let’s party like it’s 1529! 

1529:  Martin Luther’s Small Catechism is published. 

1529:The term “protestant” is first used.   
 

This year our annual Oktoberfest will be on Sunday, October 1 

following the worship service, and will be a celebration of food and 

faith! Brats, hot dogs, buns and basic condiments will be provided.  

Start thinking about your favorite German dish to share and watch the 

bulletin board for the sign-up sheet.  Come and participate in games 

and activities centered around our Lutheran beginnings (Reformation 

Jeopardy, anyone?) as well as some old favorite contests of skill and 

chance.   
 

Questions?  See Lisa Johnson.  Hope to see everyone there!   

In our August meeting, many exciting projects and activities 

through the end were planned. Coming up soon is our 

Bridal Fair day on October 8. The basic idea is to have a 

table outside in the hopes of encouraging brides-to-be to 

come over and see our facility. This is in conjunction with 

the Coliseum's event. There are lots of opportunities to 

assist with this both during the planning process and on the 

day of the event. 
 

In addition to this, we have lots of other opportunities to get involved! All 

women of the congregation ( and those who identify as women) are 

welcome to  be part of our tribe.  
 

Next meeting: September 24 
 

In September we will be collecting coats, hats & gloves for adults and 

children,  

- Lisa Johnson 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 

SEPTEMBER 10 

 

“What a bargain 

grandchildren are,” 

said comedy writer 

Gene Perret. “I give 

them my loose 

change, and they give 

me a million dollars’ 

worth of pleasure.”  

 

When it comes to 

family heritage, 

grandparents are 

worth their weight in 

gold. They serve as 

storehouses of history 

and wisdom, helping 

children see how they 

fit into a family’s 

legacy. Christian 

grandparents also 

provide a faith 

heritage that passes 

from generation to 

generation.  

 

The apostle Paul 

acknowledged this 

important role of 

family elders when he 

wrote to young 

Timothy: “I am 

reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith 

that lived first in your 

grandmother Lois and 

your mother Eunice 

and now, I am sure, 

lives in you” (2 

Timothy 1:5, NRSV).  
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9/8/1979  Alan & Nancy Soli (38) 

9/3  Margaret Wagner 

9/8  Shirley Taylor 

9/10  Joan Evans 

9/19  Gary Ruhl 

9/20  Elizabeth Ecoff 

9/20  Charlotte Nolan 

9/21  Lisa Johnson 

9/25  Helen Mowrer 

9/26  Trudy Daniels 

9/28  Rebecca Reitz 

SEPTEMBER SERVERS 

NOTE:  There are two Sundays 

available to sign up for Flowers.   
 

We need  ½ gal juice bottles to be 

used for temporary flower vases to 

take flowers home. Bring them to 

Helen Mowrer.    

 

God wants our work to be 
meaningful and satisfying. 
No matter what we do, it 
should provide a reason to 
get up each day and use the 
talents God has given us.  
 

As Benjamin Franklin said, 
“The man who achieves 
makes many mistakes, but 
he never makes the biggest 
mistake of all: doing 
nothing.” 

  September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24 

Assisting Ministers Karen Toth /             
Alan Soli 

Lynne Tallon /             
Alan Soli 

Alan Due Lynne Tallon /            
Phil Rearick 

Acolyte Karen Toth Alan Soli Alan Due Phil Rearick 

Lector Anne Ruhl Daryl Stewart Alan Due Tom Hall 

Greeters Bert Bertoluzzi & 
Betty Napolitano 

Tyra Humphrey & 
Pat Kapfhammer 

Carol Bertoluzzi & 
Marty Snapp 

Jennifer Durilla & 
Vanneita Anderson 

Ushers Vanneita Anderson,                 
Bert Bertoluzzi,        
Helen Mowrer,        

Betty Napolitano & 
Rebecca Reitz 

Tyra Humphrey,        
Pat Kapfhammer, 

Rebecca Reitz,   
Anne Ruhl &         

Gary Ruhl 

Tyra Humphrey,        
Pat Kapfhammer, 

Rebecca Reitz,   
Anne Ruhl &          

Gary Ruhl 

Vanneita Anderson, 
Jennifer Durilla,  

Toni Durilla,        
Betty Napolitano, & 

Rebecca Reitz 

Flowers Alan & Nancy Soli     Toni & Jen Durilla 

Fellowship  Heinicke Vanneita Anderson Gary & Anne Ruhl   
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Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
  
  
  

2 
8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   

3 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship  
  
  

4  Labor 
Day 
 

Church 

office 

closed 

5 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

6 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew 
n’ Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study  

7 
  
  
  

8 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

9 
8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   
8 am Centering 

Prayer 
6 pm Hops & 
Hymns 

10 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
5 pm Spilling TLC 

11 
  
  
  

12 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

13 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew 
n’ Sews   
6 pm Supper 

Study 

14 
  
  
  

15 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

16 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   

 

17 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
  

18 
 
 
6 pm 

Council  
  
  

19 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
  

20 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew 
n’ Sews   
6 pm Supper 

Study  

21 
  
  
  

22 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

23 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   
9 am 
Congregation 

breakfast  
  
  

24 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   

25 
Newsletter 
deadline 

 
  
  

26 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

27 
 8:15 am 

Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew 
n’ Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study 

  

28 
  
  
  

29 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

30 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   

 
  
  


