
  

 

 

I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “See, the home 

of God is among mortals. He 

will dwell with them as their 

God; they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with 

them; he will wipe every tear 

from their eyes.”  (Revelation 

21:3) 
 

On Sunday mornings in the 

month of November, the 

scripture readings assigned for 

us by the church re-direct our 

gaze from the mundane 

matters of life to take a more 

cosmic, more eternal view. 
 

The month begins with All 

Saint’s Sunday, when we 

remember people who have 

died in the past twelve months.  

The month ends with Christ the 

King Sunday, a celebration 

created in the 20th century to 

remind people that it is not 

governments or armies or 

bombs that rule our world, but 

Jesus Christ. 
 

On the Sundays in between, we 

address subjects like final 

judgment, heaven and hell, and 

the possibility of the end of the 

world. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 

727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 

 

By the time we begin the season 

of Advent in December, we are 

reminded that our world is much 

bigger than we sometimes see, 

and that God’s hand is always 

present in the most run-of-the-mill 

things that we do and say. 
 

Which is good, because this 

church is dealing with challenges 

from extremely mundane things 

like rats and bees! 
 

We started seeing signs of rats in 

Redeemer Hall a couple of 

months ago.  Once again, we set 

out traps and reminded our 

ministry partners that food must 

be kept in secure containers.  

Further investigation revealed that 

the rats were coming into the 

building through small holes and 

cracks that have appeared in our 

aging walls.  They will have to be 

sealed up to keep the pests at 

bay. 
 

Then we started to discover large 

numbers of dead and dying bees 

in the sanctuary.  Volunteers did 

frantic vacuuming before Sunday 

worship, but the insects kept 

coming back.  Exterminators were 

called in; when they couldn’t 

discover the source, they 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

Paul Gibson—Pastor 

Lynne Tallon—Deacon 

Thomas E. Hall—Organist &  

                        Director of Music 

Kim Forcino—Administrative                   
                             Assistant 

Azur H. Abdic’ - Facility   

                              Administrator 

Gayle Nelson—Missionary 

 

 

 

Council Members 

•Lisa Johnson, President 

•Jan Dorr, Vice President 

•Daryl Stewart, Secretary 

•Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 

•Toni Durilla, Financial   
                         Secretary 

•Robert Burke 

•Barbara Macomb 

•Lee Magnus 

•Pastor Paul Gibson 

 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

recommended we contact a 

“bee expert,” who has 

determined that we have a 

large, active hive in the ceiling 

above the choir loft. 
 

Most of you won’t be aware of 

our efforts to combat the rats, 

but tackling the bees will 

soon have impacts on our 

Sunday morning worship.  

Scaffolding will have to be set 

up around the organ console; 

the ceiling of the choir loft will 

have to be opened up and 

then later repaired. 
 

And we will try our best to 

keep our eyes and our 

attention on the eternal 

matters of life, and on a God 

who knows us and loves us 

and guides us through the ups 

and downs of our days. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Pastor Paul 
 
 
BIBLE BRAIN 
TEASER 
 

Within the text to the right, try 

to find 24 books of the Bible; 

the names of the books can 

span spaces between words 

and even punctuation.  

 

 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. 

Someone found it in the seat 

pocket on a flight from Los 

Angeles to Honolulu, keeping 

himself occupied for hours.  One 

man from Illinois worked on this 

while fishing from his boat.  Roy 

Clark studied it while playing his 

banjo.  Elaine Victs mentioned it 

in her column once.  One woman 

judges the job to be so involving, 

she brews a cup of tea to help 

calm her nerves.  There will be 

some names that are easy to 

spot, that’s a fact.  Some people 

will soon find themselves in a 

jam, especially since the book 

names are not necessarily 

capitalized.  The truth is, from 

answers we get, we are forced to 

admit it usually takes a scholar 

to see some of them at the 

worst.  Something in our genes is 

responsible for the difficulty we 

have.  Those able to find all of 

them will hear great 

lamentations from those who 

have to be shown.  One 

revelation may help, books like 

Timothy and Samuel may occur 

without their numbers.  And 

punctuation or spaces in the 

middle are normal.  A chipper 

attitude will help you compete.  

Remember, there are 24 books 

of the Bible lurking somewhere 

in this paragraph. 
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Feed My Sheep  Update 

 

371 neighbors  were 

served at the Trinity 

Food Pantry during 

the month of 

October. 

serving our neighbors. 

 

The request for November is 

canned pasta ( pop-top cans 

if possible) any variety is 

fine. Watch for the BOGO's 

or sales. 
 

                    God’s blessings, 

               Lynne Tallon 
 

was doing some cleaning 

and organizing in the 

pantry. The Stamp Club 

meets on Saturday 

mornings, so I did door 

duty as they arrived. A 

gentleman (sorry don't 

have his name), as he was 

leaving came in to ask 

about how our food pantry 

works. I explained our 

procedures and thanked 

him for his interest. Before 

he left he looked at the 

area and made this 

statement, "It's good to 

see a church living the 

gospel." Thank you Team 

Trinity for being that 

example others see. 

 

I received word back from 

the Juvenile Welfare Board 

concerning our grant 

application, and 

unfortunately, we did not 

meet the necessary 

requirements. I'm still 

waiting to hear from the 

ELCA grant, which will be 

awarded during 

November. Please 

continue to pray for this 

ministry and the funds 

needed to continue 

Last month we served 371 

neighbors at the Trinity 

Food Pantry. As the 

weather up north gets 

colder, we are seeing 

more first time visitors. 

 

I'd like to give a big thank 

you to everyone who took 

time to come to our pantry 

open house. Your positive 

responses lifted the spirits 

of the volunteers. We have 

been blessed with 

members who are now 

joining our volunteer team, 

with the bountiful supply 

of soup, and most recently 

men's clothing.  

 

We will begin to bring out 

some of the cold weather 

clothing we have stored, 

but can always use men's 

clothing—jeans or casual 

slacks sizes 32x32, 

32x30, 34x32, as well as 

tee shirts  size large, 2x or 

3x, and shoes sizes 9-10-

11-12 and all 1/2 sizes in 

between. 

 

I'd like to share a story 

with you. The Saturday 

before our open house I 

NOVEMBER 

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Canned 

Pasta 

(pop-top 

lids) 

Clothing 

for cooler 

weather, 

especially 

for men 

 

Please consider 

volunteering. 

Check out thoughts 

from a first time 

volunteer on page 4. 
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The Genius of Generosity  
 

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman 

has been credited with the 

insight that “there is a certain 

genius in generosity.” He 

explains that when we open 

our hands — figuratively 

speaking — to allow 

something to pass through 

our fingers, rather than 

holding it with tightly 

clenched fists, God can give us new blessings.  

 

“God cannot pour more into hands that are already 

clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman. 

Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents, 

money or energy, the gifts God has given us so 

generously are to be shared just as freely with others. 

With our hands continually open to receive, give and 

receive again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes 

on and on.  

 

Thoughts from a 
First Time Pantry 

Visitor 
Clark Leips 

 

What an enlightenment, I had 

no idea what the Food Pantry 

was about. It is well managed 

and controlled by Lynne and 

Marty, along with other 

volunteers.   

 

The most interesting thing was 

the clients. They were quiet, 

well behaved, and patient 

waiting for their turn. I think 

there were 40 to 50,  about 

seven were women, and most 

middle aged. They sat on the 

floor and rummaged thru their 

bags. I only saw one cellphone 

unlike any other area where 

people wait. They respected my 

authority when I stopped their 

wandering  in the hallway.  

 

I also got to see the things they 

were allowed to take. Clients 

asked for toothbrushes, plastic 

spoons as well as food...  I 

wonder if we should have 

napkins available? 

 

I also want to donate clothing 

as it seems much needed and 

with winter coming on, the 

need will grow. Clearly, our 

guests were in need. I plan to 

become a regular helper and 

now will be much more anxious 

to donate to the food pantry. If 

all of us could see this ministry 

in action, I am sure donations 

would increase immensely.        
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November is a month of 

special times and looking 

forward to major 

undertakings. The month 

begins with All Saints Sunday, 

and an anthem by Carl Schalk, 

Blessed Are the Dead. 

 

Dr. Carl Flentge 

Schalk (born 

1929) is a 

noted Lutheran 

composer, 

author, and 

lecturer. 

Between 1965 

and 2004 he 

taught church music at 

Concordia University Chicago. 

During this time he guided the 

development of the 

university’s Master of Church 

Music degree, which has since 

graduated more than 140 

students. 

 

Schalk was a member of the 

Inter-Lutheran Commission on 

Worship, which produced the 

Lutheran Book of Worship in 

1978. He was also the editor 

of the journal, Church Music, 

from 1966 to 1980. 

Additionally, he is a member 

of the Music Advisory 

Committee of Concordia 

Publishing House and of the 

Board of Directors of the 

Lutheran Music Program, the 

parent organization of the 

Lutheran Summer Music 

Academy and Festival. 

 

Schalk graduated in 1952 

from Concordia University 

Chicago with a B.S. in 

education and later earned 

an M.M from the Eastman 

School of Music.  

 

Schalk is well known for his 

numerous choral 

compositions as well as his 

hymn tunes and carols, 

which number 

over one 

hundred. He 

has had 

ongoing 

collaborations 

with poets, 

Jaroslav Vajda 

and Herbert 

Brokering, 

producing tunes for several 

of their hymn texts. Schalk’s 

hymn tunes are found in 

modern hymnals of various 

denominations. He is also 

the author of several books 

on Lutheran music and 

hymnody. 

 

The month concludes with 

the festival of Christ the 

King, the end-point of the 

liturgical year. Our featured 

soloist that day will be Jim 

Beaty, our tenor section 

leader. 

 

The choir has already, as of 

this writing, begun work on 

two of the pieces to be 

presented at the Christmas 

Eve concert, and will soon 

begin work on several others. 

There is still time for any 

singers interested in 

participating in the Advent 

services or Christmas concert 

and services to join us! 
 

Tom Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

 

 

FLORIDA PRO 

MUSICA CONCERT 
 

A Renaissance 
Christmas 

 

Sunday, December 16 
at 3:00 PM. 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

 
Benefits the Historic 

Pipe Organ 

 
Tickets are available 

through 
floridapromusica.org 

or the Trinity Lutheran 
Church office. 

(727) 822-3307 or: 

office@trinitylutherans
tpete.org 

 

Individual tickets: 
$20.00 

Group of 10+: $18.00/
ticket 

http://floridapromusica.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranstpete.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranstpete.org
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Cold Night Shelter 
 

Many resources are falling into place for 

the opening of our Cold Night Shelter on 

the first night that the temperature in 

Pinellas County drops below 40 degrees.  

It is almost as though it is supposed to 

happen. 
 

Between Trinity and Paradise Lutheran 

Church in Treasure Island we have an 

ample supply of volunteers who are 

willing to provide food or to staff the 

shelter for the night. We received a 

donation of thirty sleeping mats at no 

expense to the church and we are 

collecting blankets for our guests to use. If 

you have gently used blankets or adult 

games (decks of cards, chess, checkers, 

Backgammon, Scrabble, etc) to donate 

we would be happy to receive them. 
 

An orientation meeting for all volunteers 

will be held during the first two weeks of 

November and will be further publicized 

when the date has been set.  Please 

contact either Alan Due or Doug Forcino if 

you have questions or would like to 

volunteer or contribute to the shelter 

ministry.  Thank you. 

Ease in Giving 
 

You can now make a contribution to our 

church through a mobile app!  

  

To get started, download GivePlus 

Church for free from the App Store or 

Google Play. Simply search for 

“GivePlus Church” to quickly find and 

download the app today. Then, you can 

easily make donations directly from 

your smartphone 

using your debit/

credit card or 

checking/savings 

account.  

  

You can also 

choose to donate 

as a guest or set 

up an account that allows you to 

securely and conveniently schedule 

recurring donations and manage and 

review your giving history.  

  

We hope you enjoy this new way to 

contribute to Trinity and thank you for 

your generous support!  
 

Congregational 

Breakfast 

If you haven’t joined the 

group for the monthly 

congregational breakfast, 

give it a try. It’s a great way 

to connect! The next 

gathering will be 11/17 at 

9:00 AM . Location will be 

announced close to the 

date. 
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Our church family gathered together and 

pulled together in both mourning and 

celebration during the month of October.  

One thing was evident, though, we are 

family, stepping up to provide assistance 

when needed. We extend a heartfelt 

thank you to everyone who made 

donations and assisted with 

preparations and clean-up for the 

memorial service. It is wonderful to see 

our family pull together to support and 

nourish those in mourning. 
 

We enjoyed a fabulous Oktoberfest 

celebration and appreciate the 

donations of delicious German food and 

the assistance with the celebration! A 

huge thank you to Susan and David 

Amann for their generous donation and 

preparation of the brats, dogs, and side 

dishes. Pastor Paul hit one out of the 

park with the entertainment, as all 

enjoyed the reformation carols. No doubt 

some folks were still humming those 

tunes on the way home! 

Upcoming Activities  

 November  9-11: BOA members 

attending the Fall Gathering at Lake 

Yale 

 December 9th Holiday Bake Sale and 

Deck the Halls for Christmas 

 December: Angel Tree Project—more 

information to come 

November 18 

After Worship 

 

Come prepared for some 

yummy treats, including 

pumpkin bars, chocolate 

chip cookies, pumpkin pie 

bombs and much more! 

Fun music, delicious food, and 

warm fellowship at TLC 

Oktoberfest 2018! 
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We had no other choice but to trust that 

those cairns would get us safely back to 

the trailhead.  It was at that moment 

that I was also overwhelmed by the 

presence of God and had a moment of 

clarity into the trust that God wants from 

us.  As I had to unflinchingly trust the 

cairns, I must also unflinchingly trust 

God. No question, no doubt, no turning 

back.  It was absolutely a life-changing 

moment, as I had not 

thought that I was “leaning 

on my own understanding”, 

but now I know that I have 

been merely scratching the 

surface of the relationship 

that God wants with 

me.  Since that day, I am 

concentrating on 

recognizing the signs that 

will lead me on the right 

path. I know some days will 

be easy, some moderate 

and some strenuous, but I 

will lace up my hiking 

boots every day and keep 

following God’s cairns.   

On the Right Path 
Lisa Johnson 

 

This past September, Whitney and I 

traveled to Utah to visit some National 

Parks.  We love to hike, but are not 

“extreme” hikers, so we make sure we 

find the easy or moderate trails to 

explore.  The day we visited Canyonlands 

National Park, we chose 4 trails which 

were in that range.  The 

last one on the list that 

day was a 2.5 mile hike 

which promised stunning 

views of the Needles area 

of Canyonlands.  
 

As we began our hike, the 

walking was easy and it 

was more like a path 

through the woods.   

Trees, water, plants – 

quite pretty!  But soon the 

terrain changed and 

became rocky and wide 

open, with a lot of uphill 

climbing. Since there is no 

path on the rocks, to 

follow the trail you look 

for the cairns, which are small piles of 

stones that lead you along. 
 

When we got to the halfway point, the 

view did not disappoint and was 

absolutely breathtaking! Also 

breathtaking was the 108 degree 

temperature and 7,000 foot elevation for 

these Florida folks.  When we got to one 

particular place on the trail overlooking 

the Needles, I was overwhelmed by the 

beauty of the terrain. Gorgeous rock 

formations in every direction, with no sign 

of civilization – no cars, no roads, no 

buildings, just us, the sun and the cairns. 

 

TLC FAMILY 

This space is for you. Please consider 

sharing your own experiences and 

stories, as Lisa and Clark did this 

month. Feel free to send photos and a 

brief description of family 

celebrations and trips. This too, will 

enable us to strengthen the bonds of 

our family. Send items to 

office@trinitylutheranstpete.org. 
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November Servers 

11/04 Lisa Johnson 

11/11 Ruth Wilson 

11/18 Laura McLemore 

11/25  

  

  November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

Acolyte Danny Burtless Alan Due Sister Michelle Collins Brendan Hall 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Karen Toth               
Phil Rearick  

Alan Due Sister Michelle Collins Lynne Tallon 

Lector 
Craig Mowrer Charlie Hahn Sean Reynolds Leah Heinicke 

Greeters Vanneita Anderson  
Leah Heinicke 

Jen Durilla              
Carol Bertoluzzi 

Bert Bertoluzzi             
Pat Kapfhammer 

Tyra Humphrey      
Janet Crim 

Ushers Vanneita Anderson  
Leah Heinicke        

Tyra Humphrey       
Pat Kapfhammer   

Rebecca Reitz 

Jen Durilla               
Toni Durilla          

Charlie Hahn        
Matthew Reitz        
Rebecca Reitz 

Bert Bertoluzzi             
Jen  Durilla                  
Toni Durilla                   

Pat Kapfhammer        
Rebecca Reitz 

Vanneita Anderson    
Janet Crim            

Leah Heinicke       
Tyra Humphrey     
Rebecca Reitz 

 

11/01 Jeanne Oakley 

11/10 Paris Smith 

11/14 Betty Huddleston 

11/19 Anne Ruhl 

11/20 Abraham Barlee 

11/20 Brian Taylor 

11/25 Danny Burtless 

11/28 Alexanda Barlee 

11/30 David Morsoneh 

  

  

11/05 Kim and Doug Forcino 

11/08 Lisa and Whitney Johnson 

A “funny” from Pastor Tom—Notice seen in a church in France: 
 

When you enter this church, it is possible that you hear "the call of God." 
However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile. Thank you for turning 
off your phones.  
 

If you want to talk to God, come in, choose a quiet place, and talk to Him. 
If you want to see Him, send Him a text while driving.  
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Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 FALL BACK 

ON 11/03; 
DON’T BE 
LATE 11/04! 

   1  2 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

3 
 

4 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
ALL SAINTS 
DAY 

5 
  

6 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
Election Day 

7 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

8 9 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
Lake Yale —— 
 
5:00 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

10 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 
 
5:30 Russey-
Sheets 
Wedding 

11 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
 

14 
6:30 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

15 16 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

17 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 
9:00  
Congregational 
B’fast 

18 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
BOA BAKE 
SALE 
 

19 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
Meeting 

20  10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
7:00 T’Giving 
Service at First 
Presbyterian 
Church—700 
Beach Dr. NE 

21 
6:30 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

22 
 
 

23 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
5:00 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

24 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes 
 
3:00 Wertz/ 
Daveck 
Wedding 

25 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible Study 
10:00  Worship 
CHRIST THE 
KING SUNDAY 

26 
 

27 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

28 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

29 30 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

 

              

Church office hours: 

Monday -Thursday  

9 AM - 3 PM 


