
  

 

For surely I know the plans I have 

for you, says the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.  

(Jeremiah 29.11) 
 

Each year, the season of Advent 

gives us the opportunity to tap 

into our deep longing and 

yearning for God; our conviction 

that God indeed has great plans 

for us and for our well-being. 
 

It isn’t enough to call Advent a 

time of preparation for Christmas; 

for too many of us that just 

means frantic Christmas shopping 

and trying to get everything in 

place so that we can have a 

“perfect” celebration of the 

holiday. 
 

Our consumer Christmas culture 

works hard to distract us from the 

deeper and more satisfying joys of 

Advent.  Many Christians fight 

back by devoting some extra time 

to prayer and service during the 

weeks of December.  Last Sunday, 

we passed out Advent calendars 

with scripture readings and 

prayers for each day of the month.  

There are some left to pick up, 

and we will mail one to you if you 

ask. 
 

Advent is a time to look at our 

world and our lives and determine 

what is lacking.  How could our 
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sense of connection to the divine be 

stronger?  How could we live our lives 

with more joy, more confident in 

God’s care for us? 
 

We are not just waiting to celebrate 

an event that happened more than 

2000 years ago.  We are anticipating 

that Christ wants to “be born” in our 

lives, in new and exciting ways, in 

this and every year. 
 

The themes of Advent are captured 

well in the hymn “O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel.”  We long for God to 

rescue us from anything that holds 

us in darkness or in chains.  Our 

Sunday scriptures in Advent begin 

why the prophet Isaiah crying out to 

God: “O that you would tear open the 

heavens and come down!” 
 

During Advent, we have the courage 

to ask God to enter our daily reality.  

And we know that when God does, 

we will experience a change that is 

joyful and good. 
 

Because Christmas Eve falls on a 

Sunday this year, we only get three 

full and eventful weeks of Advent. 
 

Sunday, December 10, will be a day 

of celebration for Monaye Kearse, the 

oldest child of Spring Smith, as she 

graduates from high school six 

months early and begins studies at 

St. Pete College.  Monaye is looking 

forward to a great future, and after 
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•Anne Ruhl 
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worship we will be honoring her 

for her accomplishments so far. 
 

December 10 is also the day of 

the annual performance of the 

Advent and Christmas portions 

of Handel’s “Messiah” by the 

Pinellas Lutheran Choir (which 

includes members of our own 

choir) at Grace Lutheran Church 

on 16th Street North. 
 

Sunday, December 17, is the 

day we have set aside for 

Christmas caroling—not only for 

our homebound members, but 

also for the residents of the 

Lutheran Apartments on First 

Avenue South.  We are joining 

with members of Lutheran 

Church of the Cross to create a 

special celebration for them. 
 

In the afternoon of the 17th, we 

will also host the annual 

Homeless Memorial Service 

that honors those who have 

died in the past year while living 

on the streets of our city. 
 

At 10 a.m. on the morning of 

December 24, our worship will 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

be a service of “Advent Lessons 

and Carols,” based on the themes 

of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
 

Our celebration of Christmas will 

begin at 7:30 on Sunday evening 

with a program of music 

performed by our organist and 

choir, followed by a festive 

worship service at 8. 
 

Christmas is three weeks away.  

Now is the time to mark the 

season of Advent in our homes 

and in our hearts.  My prayer for 

you is found in the beautiful 

words of the Advent hymn, 

“Unexpected and Mysterious”— 
 

“We are called to ponder mystery 

and await the coming Christ, 

to embody God’s compassion for 

each fragile human life. 

God is with us in our longing to 

bring healing to the earth, 

while we watch with joy and 

wonder for the promised Savior’s 

birth.” 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
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Christmas Eve 

Schedule: 

 
10:00 am Worship of  

lessons and carols 

 
 
 

7:30 pm Pre– service 
music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Christmas Eve 

Worship 

 

Christmas can be a difficult time for people who are hurting or 
grieving. In the 1860s, poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow had reason 
to despair: America was at war with itself, his son was severely 
wounded in battle and his wife died in a fire. The first Christmas after 
his wife’s death, Longfellow wrote, “How inexpressibly sad are all 
holidays.”  
 
Three years later, on Christmas Day 1864, Longfellow penned a poem 
that later became the song “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” The 
lyrics move from despair to hope — and, thanks to Jesus, so can we.  
 
And in despair I bowed my head.  
There is no peace on earth, I said!  
For hate is strong, and mocks the song  
of peace on earth, good will to men!  
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  
God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!  
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  
with peace on earth, good will to men!  
 



4 

 

This year, Trinity continues the Christmas Eve 

tradition of a concert of seasonal music at 7:30 p.m., 

proceeding the service of Word and sacrament at 

8:00.  The first part of the concert consists of three 

organ works.  The first two are based on Luther's 

Hymn, Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her (From 

Heaven Above to Earth I come). The first is by Johann 

Pachelbel and the second by Ernst Pepping.  Johann 

Christoph Pachelbel (1653-1705) is regarded as the 

composer who brought the south-German organ 

tradition to its full fruition.   He composed a large 

body of sacred and secular music. His contributions 

to the development of the chorale (hymn) prelude 

and the fugue earned him a place among the most 

important composers of the middle Baroque 

period.  Ernst Pepping (1901-1981) is regarded as 

one of the most important composers of church 

music in the 20th century. His sacred works include 

a capella masses, motets, and chorale preludes. He 

also composed secular vocal music, organ music, 

and orchestral works, including three symphonies, 

and chamber music. Pepping based his church 

music on Lutheran hymns, the vocal polyphony of 

the 16th and 17th century and modal tonalities.  His 

setting of Von Himmel hoch consists of three 

variations: an andante, a scherzando, and a 

pastorale.   

 

The organ section of the program concludes with the 

Noel Suisse  by Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-

1772).  Daquin was born in Paris to a family 

originating from Italy, where his great-great-

grandfather took the name D'Aquino after converting 

to Catholicism. Daquin was a musical child prodigy. 

He performed for the court of Louis XIV at the age of 

six. He was for a while a 

pupil of Louis 

Marchand.  In 1727 he 

was appointed organist 

at the Church of Saint 

Paul in Paris. Five years later, Daquin succeeded his 

teacher Marchand as organist at the Church of the 

Cordeliers. In 1739 he became organist to Louis XV  at 

the Chapelle Royale. In 1755 he was made titular 

organist Notre-Dame cathedral.  

 

The choral part of the program begins with Gloria in 

Excelsis by Giovanni Pergolesi (1710-1736) for chorus 

and soloists.  The soloists for this work are Laura 

Brautigan,  Mary Wyant, and Javonta Jackson.   

Pergolesi is known for his sacred music, as well as his 

operas and secular instrumental works.  He died at 

the age of 26, from tuberculosis.  His piece is followed 

by an ensemble performance of the traditional English 

carol  I Saw Three Ships  arranged by Reginald 

Jacques and TEH.   The program continues with The 

Blessed Son of God by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872

-1958), and Shepherd's Piping Carol by John Rutter (b. 

1945).  The program ends with Welcome the Child of 

the Light by Mark Hayes, a Christmas music 

celebration incorporating the carols What Child is 

This  and In Excelsis Deo.   

 

During the 8:00 service we will sing six stanzas of the 

processional hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful making use 

of five different organ harmonizations.  The Hymn of 

the Day will be from Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

(Tune: Von Himmel Hoch da komm ich her).  The 

words and music for this hymn are by Martin 

Luther.  Luther based the first stanza on a "garland 

song".  In a popular singing game of Luther's day, a 

young man would sing this song and then give out a 

riddle to one of the girls in the circle. If she could not 

solve the riddle she had to give the singer her wreath 

of garland. 
 

 
Tom Hall 

Organist and Director of Music 
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Feed My Sheep 

November Update 

The month of November was 

blessed with volunteers who 

continued to serve while one 

of us went on a weekend 

retreat at Lake Yale. A big 

thank you for the extra time 

you gave in her absence. Our 

Trinity family supported a 

need by bringing in 162 cans 

of chunky soups.  Shoes, 

pants, sweaters and jackets 

were gathered and distributed 

to some very grateful friends 

of Trinity. Our friends from 

Celebrate Outreach donated 

two large boxes of socks (over 

1000) to help out those who 

have cold feet each day as 

they seek shelter. Our 

Paradise family continues to 

bring in men’s and ladies’ 

underwear, washcloths and 

towels.  Also, on Tuesdays, 

they provide hard boiled eggs 

wingspan. The food was 

excellent, bingo caller 

humorous, the staff always 

checking to see if we needed 

anything, and the crowd 

supportive.  The evening 

raised $920 for the food 

pantry.  Our families were truly 

blessed and we give thanks 

and praise to God for these 

blessings.  As we look forward 

to the celebration of our 

Savior's birth let us continue 

to be of service to our food 

pantry family. 
 

May God continue to guide our 

efforts, 
 

       Alan Due and  
Lynne Tallon  

 

for the clients. 
 

Our event at Hamburger 

Mary's was a success. Our 

Trinity and Paradise families 

brought friends, neighbors, 

and co-workers. We also made 

some new friends with people 

who came for dinner and 

stayed to participate in the 

bingo and 50/50 raffle. There 

were several of our food 

pantry family who came to tell 

their stories. The pantry is not 

only for their physical needs 

but for people who will listen 

to their stories,  invite them to 

pray with us and to join us in 

worship. 
 

We thank Pastor Paul and 

Carol Dunn for helping with 

the 50/50 sales and a special 

thank you to Jan Dorr 

and her Angel 

431 people were provided with food, hygiene products and clothing  

in the month of November. 
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Monaye Unique Kearse, daughter of 

Spring Smith, will graduate from St. 

Petersburg High School this month, 

December 2017, but will return to 

walk with her graduating class in 

May 2018.  Monaye has a high grade

-point average, and has always made 

the honor roll, even while taking 

honors classes.  

She excels in 

writing and 

reading.  Monaye 

took college 

courses while 

attending high 

school, and 

already has two 

years of college 

credits.  She 

plans to resume 

college in 

February.  Her 

goal is to become a dentist, something for 

which she has a passion.   

 

It is interesting to note that one of her 

teachers growing up was Mrs. Lynne Tallon.  

She is grateful to Mrs. Tallon for her faith and 

understanding, and for always 

believing in her.   

 

Monaye is a bright, beautiful young 

woman who enjoys reading and all 

kinds of music.  She tends to be a 

perfectionist, and sometimes is too 

hard on herself.  She is curious, 

thoughtful, strong and open-minded. 

Just look at the photos, and you can 

see that she as a great smile, and a 

happy disposition.   

 

Congratulations 

Monaye, may God 

continue to bless you in 

all you do. 
 

- Spring Smith 
 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”                           Jeremiah 29:11  

 

In 1809, with Napoleon sweeping through Austria, the world was in such upheaval that 

nobody paid much attention to baby news. Yet during that year, Abraham Lincoln, Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, Charles Darwin, Alfred Tennyson, Edgar Allen Poe and William Gladstone 

were born.  
 

Although the attention was on an Austrian battlefield, “history was actually being shaped in 

the cradles of England and America,” writes Charles Swindoll. “Similarly, everyone thought 

taxation was the big news when Jesus was born. But a young Jewish woman cradled the 

biggest news of all: the birth of the Savior.”  
 

                                                                                                                                                                         —Adapted from Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11&version=NIV
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DECEMBER SERVERS 

12/1  Vickie Skidmore 

12/7  Georgene Gifford 

12/12  Janet Crim 

12/16  Catherine Kutz 

12/16  Jim Tallon 

12/21  Lorna Holder 

12/25  Susan Amann 

12/30  Karen Toth 

12/31  Kevin Boyd 

12/31  Jennifer Durilla 

12/9/1967   Jim & Lynne Tallon (50) 

  December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 Christmas Eve December 31 

Acolyte Alan Due Alan Soli Trudy Daniels Lynne Tallon Lynn Sean Reynolds 

Assisting 
Ministers Alan Due 

Lynne Tallon        
Alan Soli 

Trudy Daniels       
Alan Soli Lynne Tallon 

Brendan Hall Sean Reynolds    
Doug Foreino 

Lector Alan Due Doug Foreino Sean Reynolds Leah Heinicke    
Sean Reynolds    
Lisa Johnson      

Alan Due         
Amanda Moffitt    

Daryl Stewart     
Lynne Tallon 

Lynne Tallon     
Alan Due        

Mishelle Richards 

Greeters Jan Dorr          
Charlene Diefel 

Karen Toth         
Trudy Daniles 

Arlene James       
Mishelle Richards 

Barbara Macomb    
Sean Reynolds 

Matthew Reitz    
Amanda Moffitt 

Lisa Johnson      
Bill Diefel 

Ushers Charlene Diefel       
Jan Dorr                 

Lisa Johnson          
Rebecca Reitz      

Karen Toth 

Trudy Daniels         
Jan Dorr                  

Helen Mowrer             
Rebecca Reitz       

Karen Toth 

Arlene James      
Matthew Reitz        
Rebecca Reitz              
Sean Reynolds                   

Mishelle Richards 

Barbara Macomb           
Helen Mowrer                       
Rebecca Reitz                     
Sean Reynolds 

Arlene James                  
Amanda Moffitt     
Matthew Reitz            
Rebecca Reitz                

Mishelle Richards 

Bill Diefel         
Charlene Diefel        

Lisa Johnson             
Barbara Macomb           
Amanda Moffitt 

Flowers Jim & Lynne Tallon Arlene James Trudy & Greg 
Daniels 

Poinsettias  Poinsettias    

Fellowship              

Help is needed to provide food for the fellowship hour.  Note 

that there is no one signed up for the month of December.   

 

Also, it is pleasing when flowers are placed on the altar.  If no 

one signs up to provide flowers, they are not placed on the 

altar.  The cost is $35 and you can place them in honor of or in 

memory of a person or for an occasion.  Please consider 

signing up for December 31 and into next year.   

 

New sign up sheets for 2018 are on the bulletin board.  
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Church 

office hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
  
  

2 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes 

breakfast    
10 am Memorial 
service—Norma 
Heinicke 

3 
 8:30 am Choir 

9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship     

4 
  
  
  

5 
 10 am 

Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

6 
 8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 

Sews    
6 pm Supper 
Study  

7 
  
  
  

8 
 10 am Food 

Pantry 

 
  
  

9 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   
9 am 
Congregation 

breakfast  

10 
 8:30 am Choir 

9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   

11 
  
  
  

12 
 10 am 

Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

13 
 8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 

Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study    

14 
  
  
  

15 
 10 am Food 

Pantry 

 
  
  

16 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   
  
  

17 
 8:30 am Choir 

9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
 3 pm Christmas 

caroling  

18 
  
  
  6 pm 

Council 

19 
 10 am 

Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

20  Newsletter 

deadline 
8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 
Sews    

6 pm Supper 

21 
  
  
  

22 
 10 am Food 

Pantry 

 
  
  

23 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast  
9:30 am Choir 
rehearsal 

  
  

24   
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
7:30 pm Pre-service 
music 

8 pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 
Christmas 
Day 

26 
 10 am 

Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

27 
 8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 

Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study   

28 
  
  
  

29 
 10 am Food 

Pantry 

 
  
  

30 
 8 am Loaves & 

Fishes breakfast   

 
  
  

31 
 8:30 am Choir 

9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Church office closed 


