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Trinity Lutheran Church  

401  F i f t h  St r eet  Nor t h ,  Sa i nt  Pet ersbur g  FL 33701  

727- 822- 3307  
www.TrinityLutheranStPete.org 

e-mail contacts 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

 
All Members and Friends of Trinity – The Ministers of the Church 

Paul Gibson – Pastor 
Lynne Tallon – Deacon 

Thomas E. Hall – Organist & Director of Music 
Margaret Smith –  Administrative Assistant 

Azur H.Abdić – Facility Administrator 
Spring Smith – Sexton 

Gayle Nelson – Missionary 
 
 

2016 Church Council Members 

Jan Dorr, President  
Lee Magnus, Vice President 
Gary Ruhl, Secretary 
Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 
Toni Durilla, Financial Secretary 

Robert Burke 
Pastor Paul Gibson 
Norma Heinicke  
Anne Ruhl 
Lynne Tallon 

http://www.trinitylutheranstpete.org/
mailto:pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranstpete.org


 

2 

 

 
 

  

  

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES FOR OUR 
TRINITY FAMILY 

 
Church Office open Mon-Thursday 9-3 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Choir Rehearsal - 8:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays & Fridays 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
   Food Pantry Distribution 
Wed 9:30 a.m. Sew ‘n Sews 
Wed 8:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast @Rae Rae’s 
Sat 8:00 a.m. Loaves & Fishes Breakfast 
      

 

Wednesday, March 8, at 6 p.m.:  Lent Soup and Study 
(fellowship hall) 

WELCA Suncoast Conference Spring Gathering on Saturday, 

March 11 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Clearwater.  

Sunday, March 12:  WELCA bake sale and the first day of our 
“Reformation 500” book store 

Wednesday, March 15, at 6 p.m.:  Lent Soup and Study 
(fellowship hall) 

Saturday, March 18:  Mirror Lake clean-up at 9 a.m. 

 

Sunday, March 19:  Serving Ministry Team after worship 

Monday, March 20: Church Council at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 22, at 6 p.m.:  Lent Soup and Study 
(fellowship hall) 

Sunday, March 26:  Justice Network Member lunch after 
worship in Redeemer Hall 

 

Sunday, March 26 Band of Angels Meet after service 

Wednesday, March 29, at 6 p.m.:  Lent Soup and Study 
(fellowship hall) 

 

 

 
 
Mar 1   Lisa Atchison (Toth) 

Chris Toth 
Mar 4   Diane Harrop 
Mar 11  William Hunt 

Charles Skidmore 
Mar 15  Mary Cassaday Jones 
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Most people have heard the story of Martin Luther 
becoming a monk because of a moment of terror during a 
thunderstorm.  Caught out in the open country, with 
lightning striking the ground all around him, Luther 
promised that, if God spared his life, he would become a 
monk. 
 
Luther survived the storm and entered a monastic 

community, in defiance of his father’s plan for his son to become a wealthy lawyer. 
 
Luther hoped to find peace in his new life, but his fear of an angry God—who might kill people if provoked—followed 
him even behind the walls of his new home.  His colleagues in the monastery tried to help him with his fear of God’s 
wrath, as they tried to find the right role for a well-educated man in their community.  He was ordained to be a priest 
and, when that didn’t seem to be the right fit, he was sent to the new university in the city of Wittenberg to be a Bible 
professor. 
 
His first course at the University was on the book of Psalms.  After that, he taught classes on Paul’s letters to the Romans 
and the Galatians.  In was during his preparation for these courses that light dawned for Luther and his understanding of 
God’s love and mercy was born. 
 
Luther’s crisis came when he attempted to understand these verses from chapter one of Romans:  “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’” 
 
As Luther later wrote, “I had been captivated with a remarkable ardor for understanding Paul in the epistle to the 
Romans.  But this single saying stood in my way.  For I hated that phrase ‘righteousness of God,’ which I understood as 
the formal or active justice by which God is righteous and punishes sinners.  Though I lived as a monk without reproach, I 
felt I was a sinner before God with a most disturbed conscience.  I did not love, indeed, I hated the righteous God who 
punishes sinners.  Secretly, I was angry with God.  Yet I clung to the dear Paul and had a great yearning to know what he 
meant. 
 
“Finally by the mercy of God, I began to understand that the righteousness of God is a passive righteousness with which 
the merciful God makes us to be righteous by our faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous one lives by faith.’  Here I felt that 
I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.” 
 
Having been granted a key by which to unlock the good news of God’s love shown to us in Jesus Christ, Luther’s teaching 
was transformed and students flocked to his little university from all over Europe. 
 
It seems appropriate that Trinity Lutheran Church, in this year when we celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, should seek a better understanding of 
the Biblical basis for Luther’s life-giving understand of the love of God. 
 
We will follow in his footsteps by studying the letters to the Galatians and the Romans in our 9 a.m. Sunday Bible study 
class.  We will look at the original context in which they were written, we will explore Martin Luther’s insights into their 
interpretation, and we will apply their wisdom to the problems Christians face in the 21st century. 
 
Please join us as often as you can as we explore these Bible books together and as our understanding of God’s love and 
mercy is strengthened. 
 

Your brother in Christ,  Pastor Paul 
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Hard work continues as we seek to address the problems of affordable housing, education, and juvenile justice.  There 
are opportunities for members and friends of Trinity to learn about solutions to these problems in preparation for the 
Nehemiah Action on April 24th. 
 
Affordable housing is a major concern in our county and we are collecting information about the scope of the problem 
and the possibility of using Penny for Pinellas resources as part of a solution. Two morning research meetings have been 
scheduled with organizations that work with people in need of housing in our county.  If you would like to attend either 
of them, please get in touch with Epiphany Summers at the FAST office, (267) 481-5001 or epiphany@thedartcenter.org 
so she can give you details and update you on any schedule changes.  The upcoming meetings are at Lakeview 
Presbyterian Church, 1310 22nd Ave S in St. Petersburg: 
 

 Friday, March 10, at 9:00 a.m. meeting with Family Promise 

 Tuesday, March 14, at 10:15 a.m. meeting with Boley Centers 
 
The next meeting of the Affordable Housing Research committee will be on Monday, March 20, at 
Holy Family Catholic Church, 200 78th Ave NE in St. Petersburg, with dinner being served at 5 p.m. 
before the meeting begins at 5:30. 
 
The Criminal Justice committee is working to have a bill presented before both houses of the State 
Legislature, ensuring that children and teenagers throughout the state have equal access to civil 
citations and avoid the burden of an unnecessary arrest record.  
   
We will be asked to reach out to our legislators in the weeks ahead so they know of our support for these bills. 

 

We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at six p.m. on the five Wednesdays in Lent to share a 
soup supper and to study some well-loved Lutheran hymns.  We’ll learn the stories behind 
their creation and discuss what they have to say about us and our relationship with God. 

 
We need people to provide the soup each week.  Call the church office to volunteer or sign up on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall. 
 
In our first class, on March 8, we will look at hymns written by Martin Luther, and not just “A Mighty Fortress is our 
God”! 
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MEET MARGIE SMITH 
 

Margaret (Margie) Smith has been hired as the church’s parish 
administrative assistant.  Born in New York, Margie grew up in Miami and 
Lakeland, Florida.  She has been an active member of the Lutheran church 
(Missouri Synod) all her life; she was District President (Florida-Georgia) 
of the LCMS version of WELCA. 
 
Margie’s husband Don recently retired from operating his own carpentry 
and painting business, for which Margie was the bookkeeper.  They have 
three children, Eric, who lives in Arizona, Katherine, who lives in Lakeland, 
and Charlie, in whose home on Madeira Beach they are now living. 
 
Margie and Don moved back to Florida from Cleveland, Georgia (home of 
the “Cabbage Patch Dolls”), only a few months ago.  Margie had been the parish administrator of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Gainesville, GA, and she was eager to find the same sort of work here.  Margie 
and Don’s new home only has 600 square feet of space, so they really had to downsize before making the 
move.  Margie says it’s been a blessing, because your life is better without a lot of stuff.  They are members of 
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS) in St Petersburg. 
 
Margie enjoys working in a church office because it’s a good use of her spiritual gifts of administration and 
organization.  She knows that we’re all happiest when we have the opportunity to use the unique gifts God 
has given us. 
 
Of the 70 people who applied for the job at Trinity, both Pastor Paul and the committee that conducted 
interviews (Jan Dorr, Alan Due, and Leah Heinicke) felt that Margie was the “number one” candidate for the 
position.  They are all thrilled that she has accepted the position, and know that she will be a warm and 
capable addition to the Trinity family.  
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A DAY AT THE MOVIES 

Plans are being made to organize a group to go and see the movie “The Shack,” on Saturday, March 
11, at a time to be determined and announced. 
 
In the movie, a man who has had an unimaginable tragedy in his life is invited to a surprising 
encounter with God.  More details about this outing will be provided as soon as we have them! 
 
 

A NEIGHBOR IN NEED 

 

A member of St Andrew Lutheran Church is battling cancer and is faced with medical bills that he cannot 
pay.  Anyone who can is asked to send him financial assistance in one of two ways.  You can mail a check 
directly to Ian Ure, 6730 14th Street S, St Petersburg 33705, and indicate that it is for his medical fund.  You can 
also use the Internet to help him by going to this website, GoFundMe.com/helpianbeatcancer, and telling your 
friends to do the same. 
 

 

 
Our Church is having a Reformation 500 Bookstore!  
  
The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn more about 
Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect on the ongoing 
impact of the Reformation today?  Stop by our Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop for engaging 
books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% plus receive free 
shipping on all Bookstore titles. 
  
Stop by the display in the Van Horne Fellowship Hall on March 12 – March 26, after Sunday worship 

or Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. to get fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family. 
Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling 
biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, a graphic novel for young 
readers, and primary sources from The Annotated Luther series.  
 
 

 

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
We will follow in Luther’s footsteps by studying the letters to the Galatians and the Romans in our 9 a.m. Sunday 
Bible study class.  We will look at the original context in which they were written, we will explore Martin Luther’s 
insights into their interpretation, and we will apply their wisdom to the problems Christians face in the 21st century. 

GoFundMe.com/helpianbeatcancer
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Our youngest kids have begun to Dig In to the life of Jesus. This past month we have shouted with the angels, learned that 
God can do things we think are impossible, and made Light of the World lanterns. In March, we will follow Jesus as He 
begins His ministry. The program includes games, crafts and videos which are used to teach a weekly core bible lesson.  
 
For the young adults, the CREATION Health curriculum is being used.  CREATION Health addresses all areas of life (mental, 
physical, social and spiritual), and the eight principals help teach the art of living an abundant life, even in a world filled with 
challenges.   
 
So far, we have been addressing the “C” of CREATION: Choice.  We are what we choose whether we make choices 
intentionally or unintentionally. Our choices reflect who we are and what we believe, therefore, making healthy choices is 
the key to improving life.  Hence, the students are learning strategies for making wiser choices, ways to assess their 
choices and how to learn from them, and how to deal with situations that are both within and outside of their circles of 
control.  When this topic is completed, we will be moving to something from which we can all benefit: Rest. 
 
While all of this is happening, Pastor Paul is leading an adult bible study in the fellowship hall. It's a great opportunity to 
learn, explore and share. 
 
There's something for everyone so please come and join in at 9:00 a.m. every Sunday!  

Lisa Johnson 

 

 

 
Trinity's Learning Ministry Team started the year in an exciting manner as we launched two new youth Sunday 

School opportunities.  As outlined in the 2016 Annual Report, many additional groups, activities and events are in the works. 
Initially, our list of projects includes:  

 adding small groups which meet in individual's homes for prayer, Bible Study and/or discussion of social issues 

 find ways to foster practices of prayer and Bible reading within the congregation 

 increase options for adult education on Sunday mornings 

 create events at Trinity to mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

 share our Sunday School options with our community 
 
To accomplish all of these goals, much help is needed.  If any of these items interests you, please do not feel that in order to 
participate, you will be required to assist with all of them.  Small teams with a single purpose work best and that is the 
approach I will take.  Think out of the box - we need all types of skills!  If you like to do online research, you could help with 
the Reformation project.  If you like to entertain, maybe a house meeting is for you!  If you have a great technique for 
meditation and study, you could share with those of us who struggle with finding quiet time.  Or maybe you can just take 
home some toys from the nursery once a month and clean them.  As you can see, there is something for everyone!  
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 A BIG THANK YOU to the men of Trinity who provided our Shrove Tuesday pancake 
dinner. Your gifts and skills were obvious and appreciated.  Look on the Serving 
Ministry Chart on the bulletin board and see where you can help on a short term 
basis.  Volunteers are needed to work the Food Pantry on either Tuesday 
or Friday between 10AM-Noon. Pick your day and time---remember this need not 
be a long term commitment. 
     
Volunteers are needed to help clean a portion of Mirror Lake on a Saturday once a month. Dates and times 
will be listed on the bulletin board. 
     
A congregational movie afternoon is planned for Saturday, March 11th (time to be announced) at the new 
Tyrone Movie Theater.  The movie is "The Shack" based on book by same title. This is a spiritual journey of a 
father unable to forgive himself after loss of his daughter. Sign-up will be on bulletin board--we would like to 
reserve seats together so please respond ASAP with name and number of tickets. 
     
The next Serving Ministry Team will be on Sunday, March 19th following worship. 
God's blessings,   
Lynne Tallon,  Council Liaison 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

2017 will be a busy time for our group!  

On March 12, the Bake Sale returns!  Our talented bakers will provide St. Patrick’s Day themed goodies (as 
well as some old favorites) for purchase.  Items are typically priced from $1 - $5.   

Our Coats of Many Colors initiative has been so successful that we have decided to extend it throughout 
the year, with a change of focus beginning in April. Instead of coats, jackets and cold weather wear, we will 
be collecting shorts and T-shirts.   

All women are invited to the Suncoast Conference Spring Gathering on Saturday, March 11 at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Clearwater.  The theme this year is Feed My Sheep, based on John 21:17. Registration 
begins at 9 and the program is from 9:30-12:30, with lunch and craft from 12:30 – 1:30.  A sign up sheet will 
be on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.  Carpools can be arranged.   

Meetings for the Band of Angels are typically held on the last Sunday of each month after worship.  The 

next meeting is scheduled for March 26th – we would love to see you there!    --  Lisa Johnson 
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Join us any Wednesday morning between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. in the quilting room, downstairs next to the 
elevator entrance. You’ll see the light on. Just tap on a window and we’ll come to show you in.   No arm 
twisting, but maybe it’s something you’ll enjoy. We’d love having more workers so that our output reaches 
two dozen this year!    

Norma Heinicke 

 

 
 
 

two dozen this year! 

           

February Update  

 254 people were served this past month. 

 Darrel Williams, one of our clients featured in the November newsletter, has secured a job with Bayou 
Catering and started on March 1st.  He expresses his thanks to us, not only for the ongoing support, but the 
clothes he received; they helped prepare him for the interview. 

 Recently, as a result of the pantry being posted on Facebook, Becky Wilson and her retired alumni friends 
from Old Northeast High School donated 5 large boxes of purses and tote bags filled with essential supplies 
for our clients and some school supplies.   

 Madonna Garrison, neighbor and friend of Janet Crim, has been donating bags of food items for the past 4 
weeks.  According to Janet, Mrs. Garrison sees this as an ongoing ministry opportunity for her. 

 Jim Tallon was able to secure a $500 donation from American Legion Post 125 in Gulfport. 

 Lynn Tallon and Alan Due have written and submitted a Together in Mission grant request to support the 
ongoing work of the pantry and to expand its services. 

As always, we continue to give you, the members of Trinity, our thanks for your continued support of this ministry; we 

could not do this without you!  Alan Due 

 

 



 

10 

 

 
Lent begins with the new month with Ash Wednesday falling on March 1.    Music, both vocal and instrumental, takes 
on a more somber tone during the season of Lent. This is appropriate to the spirit of introspection as we prepare for the 
great Festival of Easter.   
 
March 21 is the 332nd anniversary of the birth of Johann Sebastian Bach.  We will celebrate musically the 
following Sunday, March 26, with both opening and closing voluntaries by Bach.  The opening voluntary is a choral 
prelude based on the Lenten hymn From God can Nothing Move Me, BWV 658and the closing voluntary is the Prelude 
in B minor, BWV 544a.   
 
On the First Sunday in Lent the choir will sing a Kyrie by Bruce Trinkly.  Bruce Trinkley taught composition 
and orchestration and conducted the Penn State Glee Club from 1970 to 2006, and was music director for 
Penn State's Centre Stage from 1970 until 1995.  He received degrees in composition from Columbia 
University where he studied with Otto Luening, Jack Beeson and Charles Wuorinen.  
 
Other Lenten anthems will include works by Jacob Arcadelt, Richard Farrant, and Martin Tobias. 
 
Easter Sunday, the choir will present Jubilate Deo by Benjamin Britten.  This anthem is a true 20th-century classic by one of 
England's leading composers of that century.  The text has been set many times over the centuries, yet Britten has found a totally 
new way to present it, combing rhythmic choral singing with an independent organ accompaniment. He has also interpolated 
several quieter, slightly slower, sections.   
 
Benjamin Britten was born in Lowestoft, England, on November 22, 1913 (November 22 is the feast day of St. Cecelia, patron saint 
of music).  His earliest exposure to music came from his mother, who was an amateur singer. He began composing his first works at 
the age of five, and produced prolifically throughout his childhood, despite his lack of musical guidance. When he was eleven, Britten 
was discovered by Frank Bridge, a composer who had recently become interested in experimental 
styles and the work of Bartok and Igor Stravinski. Bridge gave Britten a technical foundation on which 
to base his creativity and introduced him to a wide range of composers from many different 
countries.  In 1930, Britten entered the Royal College of Music where he studied with Harold Samuel 
and Arthur Benjamin.   Britten received many prizes and honors, including becoming a Companion of 
Honour in 1952, and a member of the Order of Merit in 1965.  The Order of Merit was his most 
cherished honor; only twenty-four people are allowed to be members at one time. Since its creation in 1902 only two composers 
prior to Britten received this honor: Elgar in 1912, and Vaughan Williams in 1935.  He was made a life peer in 1976, the year of his 
death; the Encyclopedia Britannica entry calls him Baron Britten. He was the first musician to receive this honor.  Late in his life, he 
stated he stated, "People sometimes seem to think that, with a number of works now lying behind, one must be bursting with 
confidence. It is not so at all.  I am enormously aware that I haven't yet come up to the technical standards Bridge set me." 

Yours in ministry, Tom Hall 
 

 


