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e-mail contacts 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES FOR OUR 
TRINITY FAMILY 

 
Church Office open Mon-Thursday 9-3 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Choir Rehearsal - 8:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays & Fridays 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
   Food Pantry Distribution 
Wed 9:30 a.m. Sew ‘n Sews 
Wed 8:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast @Rae Rae’s 
Sat 8:00 a.m. Loaves & Fishes Breakfast 
      

 

Sunday, February 5:  Souper Bowl of Caring Lunch after 
worship 

Saturday, February 11:  Congregational breakfast at “The 
Frog Pond,” (16909 Gulf Blvd, North Redington Beach, FL 
33708) at 9 a.m. 

Saturday, February 11:  ReconcilingWorks at meets Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church (Largo) to make plans for synod 
assembly at 1 p.m. 

Sunday, February 12:  Serving Ministry Team meets after 
worship 

Friday, February 17:  Volunteers needed to help clean litter in 
Mirror Lake; meet at the church at 9 a.m. 

Saturday, February 18:  Honor Ride, benefiting wounded 
veterans; see details in this newsletter 

Monday, February 20:  FAST research meetings and board 
meeting 

Saturday, February 25:  Council retreat day 

Tuesday, February 28:  Shrove Tuesday pancake supper in 
Redeemer Hall beginning at 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 1:  ASH WEDNESDAY services at 12:30 
p.m. and 6 p.m. 

 

 
 

5  Ar thu r  P a ss   

5 Curt Schuenke 

5 Martha Snapp   

13 Craig Mowrer 

23 Ardith D ickinson   

23 Sean Reyno lds 

26 A lan Due 
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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016 
 
I want to start by saying that I continue to be grateful for all 
the blessings God has given me.  I am grateful that God 
called me to be a pastor, and I am grateful that this 

congregation called me to be its pastor. 
 
Other pastors tell me stories about getting hate mail from their members.  About petty squabbles and disputes.  About 
power struggles.  And I just keep counting my blessings.  Every day. 
 
I know things aren’t perfect.  Some members have left the congregation this year.  Other members are “taking a 
break.”  A little over a week ago, I had to fire the church secretary.   
 
But I know that God is with us, and that God has plans for us.  I know this because I see how people’s lives are being 
transformed through their involvement with us—whether it be as members of our worshiping family or as neighbors 
whose lives we have touched. 
 
I know that God is with us and that God has plans for us, because individual members of our family keep stepping 
forward to make this congregation better—either by seeing a need and providing for it or by seeing an opportunity and 
grabbing it. 
 
It’s dangerous to list people, because you always leave someone out.  And in what order should you do it?  Well, how 
about alphabetically? 

 Bob Burke had a great idea.  What if the church doors were painted bright red?  He contacted a 
company to do the work, he got a cost estimate, and he led a fund-raising drive to pay for it.  And 
then he said, “Someone ought to write post cards to people when they miss worship on a 
Sunday.”  And, instead of waiting for “someone” to do it, he started doing it himself. 

 Helen Mowrer continues to volunteer to be the treasurer of this congregation year after year after 
year.  Most churches have to beg a new person to be the treasurer ever two years or so.  Helen has been doing 
the job for decades.  Her real paid employment is placing greater and greater demands upon her, and I know 
that, at any time, she might say, “I need to take some time off from this” or “I really can’t do this anymore.”  But 
in 2016, as in many other years, it was thanks to her that our bills and our salaries were paid each month. 

 For years, if not decades, Betty Napolitano has made sure that we have everything we need for worship on a 
Sunday morning and that everything is in the right place at the right time.  She, and a small group of helpers, set 
up everything for communion and put everything in place so that we can celebrate Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, 
Lent, Easter, and the rest of the Church Year.  Betty has said she wants to step down from these responsibilities, 
and we are currently looking for someone who will carry on her passion and her commitment to this important 
work. 

 Rebecca Reitz makes sure that we have every person that we need in order to conduct worship.  Single-
handedly, she sees to the scheduling of greeters, ushers, acolytes, readers, communion assistants, and assisting 
ministers.  She makes sure everyone knows their responsibilities and, thanks to her, week after week the miracle 
of corporate worship seems effortless.  

 Every Sunday morning, Jeanne Tipton and Yvonne Waters arrive early for worship.  They slip on latex gloves, 
and clean up all of the litter and filth that they find strewn around the building.  They saw this need and took it 
upon themselves to fulfil it.  Our facilities administrator, Azur, and our sexton, Spring, do this job during the 
week, but Yvonne and Jeanne make sure this place looks attractive and welcoming on every Sunday morning. 
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Those are the first names that came to mind, but many more of you step up to serve in our food pantry and to keep it 
well stocked, to purchase or bake items for our fellowship time or to clean up after it, to help out when we need people 
to move furniture, sort out too much stuff in closets, and do yard work. 
 
You know that this is your church and that its life and its success depend on you.  You see a problem and you solve 
it.  You see an opportunity and you act on it.  And, most importantly, you invite a friend, a neighbor, or a co-worker to 
witness the amazing things being done at your church. 
 
I want you to make sure you meet a few of those people, so, at this time, I’d like the following people who joined this 
congregation in 2016, to stand: Brian Alexander, Carla and Jack Gregory, Gale Harkonen, Charlotte Nolan, Sean 
Reynolds, Margo Sardo, and Paris and Rali Smith. 
 
Every now and then, this congregation receives a financial “windfall,” an unexpected monetary gift of considerable 
size.  It usually happens when a member dies and we discover that they named us in their will. 
 
At the end of last year, we received such a windfall, not from a person, but from a corporation.  We aren’t supposed to 
reveal all the details, but this congregation was awarded close to ninety thousand dollars. 
 
That gift could have radically transformed our lives for the better.  But, we operate every year with a deficit of between 
140,000 dollars and 160,000 dollars.  Your church council wisely decided the best use for this money would be to help 
pay the church’s bills in 2017. 
 
For that reason, and only for that reason, today you will be asked to approve a budget with a deficit of “only” 60,000 
dollars.  In 2017, we anticipate that we will only spend about 60,000 dollars from our savings and our investments. 
 
Churches are expected to be more self-sufficient.   They are supposed to bring in enough money from the financial gifts 
of their members and from the renting out of their rooms and their facility to pay all of their bills.   
 
For decades, Trinity has not lived up to this basic expectation of its members.  If it weren’t for the wisdom of past 
members, who established a fund of investments, and for the amazing generosity of a handful of our members right 
now, this congregation would have stopped doing ministry years ago. 
 
When I accepted the call to be your pastor, a well-intentioned person told me that I had “five to seven years to turn this 
place around,” by which they meant that the congregation’s savings and investment accounts would be exhausted in 
five to seven years if we kept drawing on them at the current rate. 
 
They did not say that we would close up shop in five to seven years, but that something had to change in the next five to 
seven years. 
 
I thought that, if you heard that prediction, you would be inspired to give more generously to the church, so I shared 
that prediction with you two years ago, at my first congregational meeting. 
 
It did inspire some of you to give more to the ministry of the church.  But it filled many of you with anxiety about the 
future, which was never my intention. 
 
We do not need to worry about our future.   The Lutheran Church wants to have a thriving congregation in the heart of 
St Petersburg, and the Lutheran Church will do everything in its power to ensure that there always is a thriving 
congregation in the heart of St Petersburg.  It needs that more than it needs any money that might come from us closing 
up shop.  The Lutheran church needs us to thrive and not to fail. 
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And long before we would have to close up shop, we would have the opportunity to radically change how we do 
worship and do ministry by selling this building and moving to a more affordable home.  That would be a tragic loss, but 
we would still exist. 
 
And, the other thing that I said to you two years ago, is still true.  If more of you had both the financial resources and the 
courage to place forty dollars in the offering plate or in the mail on each and every Sunday of the year, this church would 
have enough money to pay its bills without touching another penny of its savings. 
 
I know there are many of you who simply cannot afford to give this congregation forty dollars a week, and you should 
not try.  But there are many people here today who could give forty dollars a week easily or with only a little bit of 
adjustment.  And you choose not to do so. 
 
I can’t criticize you for that choice.  I can only criticize myself.  Because it is my responsibility to inspire you to trust in a 
God who loves you, provides for you, and will always protect you, so that you can be generous with the gifts God has 
given you and have no fear for the future. 
 
I try to do this as gently as I can in my sermons, and I only stand in front of you to talk frankly about money once a 
year.  That has inspired a few of you to step out in faith, but not enough of you.  Something more will need to be done. 
 
Many of you are being invited to take part in house gatherings—not the ones for our justice ministry, but gatherings to 
talk about what we do well as a congregation and what we could be doing better.  How we could be spreading the word 
about the good things happening here and how each of us could give more energy and more money to the life and the 
future of this congregation. 
 
Those who have already attended such gatherings have enjoyed them, and a lot of great ideas have come forward.  I 
hope all of you will say yes when you are invited to such a gathering. 
 
I also hope that, as you prepare your income taxes for this year, you will prayerfully and seriously consider where and 
how you spend, save, and invest the money God has given you. 
 
God blesses every one of us every day.  There are many ways to show gratitude for those blessings.  One way that will 
guarantee a future for this congregation and the ministry it does in the city of St Petersburg is by making a monetary 
commitment that adequately reflects your income and your faith. 
 
On Friday, Alan and I had dinner with my sister and her husband.  In a quiet moment between just the two of us, my 
sister leaned over and asked, “Are you happy?” 
 
I said, “Yes.  Why do you ask?” 
 
She said, “I don’t know.  I just get the feeling you weren’t very happy in the past.” 
 
“You’re right” I said.  “I wasn’t happy.  But I am now.  I’ve got a great job.  I’ve got a great husband.  I know that my life 
makes a difference in the world.  I don’t know how things could get much better than that.”  

Yours in Christ,   Pastor Paul 
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Our Justice Ministry continues to research the problems of juvenile justice, education, and affordable housing in Pinellas 
County.  We are still seeking a few more people to be Justice Ministry Network Members.  This is a commitment to 
attend four county-wide rallies, bring three people with you to the annual Nehemiah Action at Tropicana Field, and 
consider making a financial contribution to the work of justice in Pinellas County. 
 
Most of our work in the area of juvenile justice is happening at the state-wide level.  Pinellas County leads the way in 
the use of civil citations for juveniles, and we are trying to ensure that children throughout the state receive equal access 
to this tool.  Bills are being filed in the State Senate and House of Representatives. 
 
Sen. Flores is sponsoring the bill in the Senate; it has just been heard and passed by the criminal justice committee.  Rep. 
Ahern from Pinellas County is sponsoring the bill in the House.  He has asked congregations to pray for him in this work. 
 
The education committee continues to address the problems of arrests for non-violent offenses, out-of-school 
suspensions, and implementation of better reading curricula.  The School Board is trying to back away from the promises 
made at last year’s Nehemiah Action, but newly-elected School board member Joanne Lentino is proving to be an ally 
 
The affordable housing committee is addressing some alarming statistics.  One in five households in the county spends 
more than half of its income on housing; one half of all low-income households pay more than half of their 
income!  Landlords take advantage of renters, families are forced to live in motels, and rents just keep going up. 
 
At last year’s Nehemiah Action, the county commissioners agreed that 25% of the tax revenues from the Penny for 
Pinellas between 2020 and 2030 would be dedicated to affordable housing.  Now they are debating whether that 
allocation is from the full Penny revenue or just the county’s portion of the revenue, which is considerably less.  25 
percent of the entire Penny would amount to 500 million dollars; that’s what is needed to make real change, and that is 
what our justice ministry is demanding. 
 
Please speak to our Justice Ministry Team Leaders, Jan Dorr, Alan Due, Leah Heinicke, and Mary Cassaday Jones, if 
you’d like information on how you can get involved with the work of justice in Pinellas County. 
 
All Justice Ministry Network Members need to have the following meetings on their calendars:   

 Sunday, March 26: all of Trinity’s Network Members are invited to lunch after fellowship time.  During the meal, 
we will strategize on how to find three people to go with us to the Nehemiah Action. 

 Monday, April 3, at 7 pm:  The annual Rally will be held at St Catherine of Siena Catholic Church in 
Clearwater.  We will hear the latest updates on our issues and decide what will be asked of officials at the 
Nehemiah Action. 

 Monday, April 24, at 7 pm:  The annual Nehemiah Action takes place at Tropicana Field.  close to 3,000 citizens 
will witness as city and county officials are presented with our proposed solutions to the problems of juvenile 
justice, education, and affordable housing. 

 Monday, May 15, at 7 pm:  The annual Celebration will be held at a location still to be determined.  We will get a 
clear understanding of the victories won this year and present financial commitments to the ongoing work of 
justice. 
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LEANING TOWARD LENT 

The forty days before Easter are observed in the church as the season of Lent.  This year, Ash 
Wednesday, the first day of Lent, is March 1.   
 
In centuries past, Lent was a season of penance, during which people contemplated the 

seriousness of their sinful behaviors and choices, tried to make amends for what they had done wrong, and resolved to 
live a better life.  Lent was characterized by fasting and self-denial, and a somber mood.  Easter has always been a 
popular time to schedule baptisms, and the season of Lent is understood to be a time of preparation for baptism. 
 
Nowadays, while we continue to contemplate our sinful nature in Lent, we aren’t quite so hard upon ourselves, knowing 
that Jesus paid the penalty for our sinfulness and there is no need for us to punish ourselves.  We still ponder the fact 
that we continue to be prone to sin and make efforts to improve ourselves, but now it’s possible, in the words of St 
Benedict, to have “a joyful observance of Lent.” 
 
Our observance of Lent at Trinity will begin on the evening before Ash Wednesday.  Our annual Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper will take place in Redeemer Hall on February 28th, beginning at 5 p.m. 
 
We will have services on Ash Wednesday at 12:30 and 6 p.m.  These services will include Holy Communion, 
as well as “the imposition of ashes,” an opportunity to remind ourselves of our mortality by having a cross 
made of ashes drawn on our foreheads. 
 
2017 is the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, which gave birth to the Lutheran church and other 
denominations.  One thing that has always characterized Lutherans is their use of hymns in worship. 
 
Our Wednesday evening “Soup and Study” gatherings in Lent will focus on some of the most popular hymns sung by 
Lutherans.  We’ll start off with the many hymns of Martin Luther before moving on the other German hymn-writers, 
plus Scandinavians, the British, and Americans.  We’ll learn about the men and women who wrote the hymns and 
explore what the hymns say about God and our relationship with God. 
 
Make plans to join us every Wednesday in Lent at 6 pm for “Soup and Hymns.” 
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING     

 

On Sunday, February 5th, Trinity will be 
mixing its annual Souper Bowl of Caring 
fund drive with a monthly luncheon. 
Following the service on Super Bowl 
Sunday, empty bowls will be simmering in 
the narthex to collect monetary donations 
to support Trinity’s Food Pantry and 
Clothing Ministry. Then join us in Redeemer 
Hall (3rd floor) for a soup and salad 
luncheon.   

We are requesting members to provide 
either a homemade soup or salad or to 
bring a can of your favorite chicken-based 
soup for a “Stone Soup” Delight (all 
chicken-based soups will be poured 
together into a crockpot prior to the service 
for stewing).  Additionally, we are 
requesting that everyone bring a can of 
soup for the pantry; pop-top, ready-to-eat 
soup is one of the more popular items with 
our pantry guests. Sign-up sheets for the 
soup and salad will be available on the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 
starting in January.  You won’t want to miss 
this pre-game event!  

 

 

Trinity's Learning Ministry 
Team started the year in an exciting manner as we launched 
two new youth Sunday School opportunities.  As outlined in 
the 2016 Annual Report. Many additional groups, activities 
and events are in the works. Initially, our list of projects 
includes:  
adding small groups which meet in individual's homes for 
prayer, Bible Study and/or discussion of social issues 

 find ways to foster practices of prayer and Bible 
reading within the congregation 

 increase options for adult education on Sunday 
mornings 

 create events at Trinity to mark the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

 share our Sunday School options with our community 

To accomplish all of these goals, much help is needed.  If any 
of these items interests you, please do not feel that in order 
to participate you will be required to assist with all of them. 
Small teams with a single purpose work best and that is the 
approach I will take.  Think out of the box - we need all types 
of skills!  If you like to do online research, you could help 
with the Reformation project.  If you like to entertain, maybe 
a house meeting is for you!  If you have a great technique for 
meditation and study, you could share with those of us who 
struggle with finding quiet time.  Or maybe you can just take 
home some toys from the nursery once a month and clean 
them.  As you can see, there is something for everyone!  
 
If you have questions, comments, ideas or would like to help 
out, please speak with me after worship on any Sunday or 
email me at lisanap07@gmail.com.   I can't wait to discover 
how much we learn from each other!  
 
Peace,  

Lisa Johnson 

mailto:lisanap07@gmail.com
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The meeting held on January 22nd was well attended and the outcome brought forth many projects. Our first activity is 
the "Souper Bowl of Caring" held on February 5th following worship.  Proceeds from this event will go to the Trinity Food 
Pantry. Remember to bring that extra can of soup as well as joining us for the mystery soup lunch following worship.   
 
Our year long activity is "Coats of Many Colors", a collection of children's coats, hats, gloves and sweatshirts.  These items 
will be given to "Clothes for Kids" and "Operation Attack."  These organizations provide clothing for families in need 
within our community.  Looking to the near future there will be a “St. Patricks  Day Theme" bake sale on March 
12th following worship. Our events are led by individuals with their team of helpers.  
Look for the list of other opportunities and remember you need not commit to all, choose what interests you.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, February 26th following worship. Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 

God’s blessings to all, Lynne Talon 

 

          

295 Served in January! 

When does 1 +1 = 3? When two or more come together to work as a team; when the combined effect is greater 
than the sum of its individual parts (“synergy”).  And that is what’s happening with Trinity’s Food Pantry 
Ministry. Since its inception less than a year ago, the number of people (both members and non-members) and 
outside organizations reaching out to assist the marginalized in our community have grown significantly, which 
is allowing us to expand our outreach. This month, we want to recognize some of those outside organizations 
and individuals:  

 Ardis Kelso and Virginia McWhorter from Lutheran Residence, South Pasadena 
 Melody Paquette, small business owner in St. Petersburg 
 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 39, St. Petersburg 
 Fleet Reserve Association Chapter 109, St. Petersburg 
 Suncoast Haven of Rest 
 Publix Supermarkets 
 House of Shoes 
 Nancy Wallenberg and Nancy Boyd (Edwin Jarvis’ neighbors)  

  As always, thank you, members of Trinity, for your continued support of this ministry; we could not 
do this without you!  
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Several especially interesting pieces of music are programmed for the upcoming month.  On Epiphany VI (February 12), 
Mary Cassaday Jones will sing a contemporary setting of the 19th-century American hymn,  How Can I Keep from 
Singing?  The next week, February 19, the choir will present Jubilate Deo by Benjamin Britten.  This anthem is a true 
20th-century classic by one of England's leading composers of that century.  The text has been set many times over the 
centuries, yet Britten has found a totally new way to present it, combing rhythmic choral singing with an independent 
organ accompaniment. He has also interpolated several quieter, slightly slower, sections.   
 
Benjamin Britten was born in Lowestoft, England, on November 22, 1913 (November 22 is 
the feast day of St. Cecelia, patron saint of music).  His earliest exposure to music came 
from his mother, who was an amateur singer. He began composing his first works at the 
age of five, and produced prolifically throughout his childhood, despite his lack of musical 
guidance. When he was eleven, Britten was discovered by Frank Bridge, a composer who 
had recently become interested in experimental styles and the work of Bartok and Igor Stravinski. Bridge gave Britten a 
technical foundation on which to base his creativity and introduced him to a wide range of composers from many 
different countries.  In 1930, Britten entered the Royal College of Music where he studied with Harold Samuel and 
Arthur Benjamin.   Britten received many prizes and honors, including becoming a Companion of Honour in 1952, and a 
member of the Order of Merit in 1965.  The Order of Merit was his most cherished honor; only twenty-four people are 
allowed to be members at one time. Since its creation in 1902 only two composers prior to Britten received this honor: 
Elgar in 1912, and Vaughan Williams in 1935.  He was made a life peer in 1976, the year of his death; the Encyclopedia 
Britannicaentry calls him Baron Britten. He was the first musician to receive this honor.  Late in his life, he stated he 
stated, "People sometimes seem to think that, with a number of works now lying behind, one must be bursting with 
confidence. It is not so at all.  I am enormously aware that I haven't yet come up to the technical standards Bridge set 
me." 
 
The next Sunday, the festival of the Transfiguration, we stay in the same century but change musical styles radically, to 
sing an anthem by Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992). Sleeth was born in Evanston, Illinois. At the age of four, she began to 
study the piano.  In 1952, she received an degree in music theory from Wellesley College.  She received an honorary 
doctorate from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1959, and from Nebraska Wesleyan College in 1990.  Sleeth wrote 
over 180 compositions for church and school.  
Lent begins with the new month with Ash Wednesday falling on March 1.    Music, both vocal and instrumental, takes 
on a more sombre tone during the season of Lent. This is appropriate to the spirit of introspection as we prepare for the 
great Festival of Easter.   
 
March 21 is the 332nd anniversary of the birth of Johann Sebastian Bach.  We will celebrate musically the 
following Sunday, March 26, with both opening and closing voluntaries by Bach.  The opening voluntary is a choral 
prelude based on the Lenten hymn From God can Nothing Move Me, BWV 658and the closing voluntary is the Prelude 
in B minor, BWV 544a.   

On the First Sunday in Lent the choir will sing a Kyrie by Bruce Trinkly.  Bruce Trinkley taught 
composition and orchestration and conducted the Penn State Glee Club from 1970 to 2006, and was 
music director for Penn State's Centre Stage from 1970 until 1995.  He received degrees in composition 
from Columbia University where he studied with Otto Luening, Jack Beeson and Charles Wuorinen.   
 
Other Lenten anthems will include works by Jacob Arcadelt, Richard Farrant, and Martin Tobias. 

Yours in ministry, Tom Hall 
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Hello from Kumamoto, Japan where it was 26 degrees F here this 
morning!  Brrrr!  That was colder than it was in Tokyo and we’re about 736 miles 
south of there.  Isn’t it supposed to be warmer the further south you go?  It 
actually snowed here a couple of days ago.  I sure miss Florida in more ways than 
one!   

I am settled and happy in Kumamoto.  It felt like it took a long time to get here from the time I was hired in April of 2016 
and now but it was well worth the wait!  

I have been going to different Lutheran churches in the area trying to decide which one I want to select to be my home 
church for the rest of my time here.  This is a very difficult decision as the people are all so welcoming!  Each church is 
different in its own way much as the churches in the US are but all are traditional liturgical Lutheran churches.  There is 
an evening service at the Kumamoto Lutheran International Church.  Each J-3 takes turns putting together a service.  I’m 
not sure when I will start participating in the planning but I have a feeling it will be very soon.  

I will begin teaching next week though not on a permanent basis.  There is a special class for high school seniors 
preparing for college with which I will be helping.  I also will be teaching a few classes here and there as part of my 
orientation.  So far, I have been observing classes and getting to know some of the students.  It has been both 
interesting and fun.   

My blog is up and running now.  I’m not exactly sure what I am doing so please be patient with me as I 
attempt to grow in the land of technology.  My first and only post for now can be found 
at:  https://rastafuji.wordpress.com/2017/01/25/the-kindness-of-strangers/   

I am continuing with my Japanese language classes though on a more limited basis than what I was doing in Tokyo.  That 
only means that I will be doing much more self-study in order to try to get a grasp on the language.  I have learned to 
read the Hiragana and Katakana “alphabets” but the third one they use, Kanji, is very difficult to learn.   

Feel free to comment on my blog or email me (dilemma@protonmail.com) or even drop a line sometime at:   

Gayle Nelson 
3-4-12 Shinyashiki, #202          
JELA Shinyashiki Apartments          
Chuo-ku, Kumamoto-shi          
Kumamoto-ken, JAPAN           
862-0975  
 

https://rastafuji.wordpress.com/2017/01/25/the-kindness-of-strangers/%20 
mailto:dilemma@protonmail.com
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We’ve begun work on our next batch of quilts, destined for needy individuals or organizations serving them. 
It’s always fun to see what develops.  Making use of donated lengths and scraps of colorful material, we each 
choose colors we think we’d like to work with and begin devising our own designs for the quilt tops. We often 
question the others present about the choices we are considering. There really isn’t much conversation, 
though, as we work away on our individual projects. 
  
Both Anne and Maritta have begun work on their new designs.  I was lucky enough to come across a box of 
donations that included some wonderfully colorful squares already begun by a previous quilter who gave up 
her work. I’m enjoying finding bits and pieces of materials on hand that complement my find and forming 
them into a pleasing design. 
  
Not a lot of skill is really needed at all, folks.   Just straight stitches on the sewing machine to keep it together, 
pressing the top as we go along adding new bits. Then when we’ve reached the size we want it to be, we find a 
backing that suits our fancy, an old quilt to cut for filling, or fill it with purchased stuff we buy from JoAnn’s 
when it’s on sale, devise a binding for the perimeter, and it’s done, except for the tying. We usually save them 
to the end of the year and tie them all on the same days – a simple cross-knot with embroidery floss. 
  
Join us any Wednesday morning between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. in the quilting room, downstairs next to the 
elevator entrance. You’ll see the light on. Just tap on a window and we’ll come to show you in.   No arm 
twisting, but maybe it’s something you’ll enjoy. We’d love having more workers so that our output reaches 
two dozen this year! 

Norma Heinicke 
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 Calling All Cyclists! 
Supporting our Veterans 

 
If you enjoy cycling and are interested in supporting our 
wounded veterans, please join me on Saturday, February 
18th, for the Ride 2 Recovery Honor Ride.  Please see the 
attached flier for details.  If you are not a cyclist, but 
would be interested in supporting this cause, there are a 
number of volunteer opportunities available: 
 
Thurs, Feb 16:  2pm-7pm   Packet pick-up; St Pete College 
Clearwater Campus (Bldg. SS - Room 105) 
Friday, Feb 17:  9am-2pm.  Event set-up on day before at 
Tropicana Field, St Petersburg. 
Friday, Feb 17:  2pm-5pm.  Packet pick-up; Tropicana 
Field. 
Friday, Feb 17:  5pm-7pm.  Packet pick-up; Tropicana 
Field. 
 
Sat, Feb 18:  6am-8am.        Breakfast at Tropicana Field. 
Sat, Feb 18:  6am-8am.        Registration at Tropicana 
Field 
Sat, Feb 18:  10am-12pm.    Merchandise sales: hand out 
socks; hand out medals. 
Sat, Feb 18:  12pm-2pm.      Lunch 
Sat, Feb 18:   3pm-4pm        Site tear down. 
 
If you are interested in participating in this event, either 
as a rider or volunteer or if you have any questions, 
please see me.  

 

Alan Due 
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