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Trinity Lutheran Church  

401  F i f t h  St r eet  Nor t h ,  Sa i nt  Pet ersbur g  FL 33701  

727- 822- 3307  
www.TrinityLutheranStPete.org 

e-mail contacts 
pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org 
office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

 
All Members and Friends of Trinity – The Ministers of the Church 

Paul Gibson – Pastor 
Lynne Tallon – Deacon 

Thomas E. Hall – Organist & Director of Music 
Diane Harrop – Administrative Assistant 

Azur H.Abdić – Facility Administrator 
Spring Smith – Sexton 

Gayle Nelson – Missionary 
 

2016 Church Council Members 

Jan Dorr, President  
Norma Heinicke, Vice President 
Anne Ruhl, Secretary 
Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 
Jacque Bishop  
 

Charlene Diefel 
Toni Durilla 
Pastor Paul Gibson 
Gary Ruhl 
Lynne Tallon 

 

http://www.trinitylutheranstpete.org/
mailto:pastor@trinitylutheranstpete.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranstpete.org
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES FOR OUR 
TRINITY FAMILY 

 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Choir Rehearsal - 8:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays & Fridays 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
   Food Pantry Distribution 
Wed 9:30 a.m. Sew ‘n Sews 
Wed 8:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast @Rae Rae’s 
Thurs 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir - Resumes  on Jan. 5 
Sat 8:00 a.m. Loaves & Fishes Breakfast 
Saturday Elevation Worship  
     Every Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 
 

December 
7, 14 21: 4:30 pm Advent Advocacy and Advice 
-5:30 pm Evening Prayer 
4   Worship Team meeting 
9  “No Room at the Inn” Caroling Celebr Outreach 7 pm 
10 Reconciling Works Caroling @Tyrone Mall 1 pm 
       Rehearse 11:30 am @Trinity 
11 WELCA bake sale 
      Eckerd College Winter Concert - 3 pm chapel 
14  Finance Committee 6 pm  

15  Church clean-up and clean-out, setting up for 
new Sunday School  9 a.m. 
17  Congregational Breakfast @ The Hangar 9 am 
      Church decorating for Christmas 1pm 
      Christmas caroling to our home-bound members 3pm 
18 Choir rehearsal after worship 
      Homeless  Memorial  5 pm 
19  Church Council Meeting 6 pm 
22  Choir/Instrumental Rehearsal 9:30 am 
24  2:00 Estonian Worship  
       4:00 Simple Christmas Eve service 
       7:30 Special Music 
       8:00  Christmas Eve Worship/Communion 
25  Sunday Worship - Lessons and Carols 
26  Church office closed – Christmas Holiday 
30  Church office closed – New Years Holiday 
31  St Petersburg First Night 4-9 pm 
 

 

January 
2   Church Office Closed  
7   Wedding 
8   New Sunday School begins 9 am 
      Serving Ministry Team meeting after worship 
11  Justice Team Leaders 
13  Mirror Lake 
14  Reconciling Works 
15  Martin Luther King Jr service 
16  MLK Holiday - Office closed 
20  Lutheran /Catholic worship at Prince of Peace 7 pm 
23  Church Council 
29  Congregational  Annual Meeting 
 

DECEMBER   

BIRTHDAYS     
  1   Vickie  Skidmore 

7   Georgene Gifford 
12   Janet  Crim 

16  Catherine Kutz 
16  James Tallon 
21  Lorna Holder 
30  Karen  Toth 
31  Kevin Boyd 

 

 
 

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
1  Helena  Barlee 
2  Spring Smith 

9  Timothy Rowe 
13  Ruth Wilson 
17  Brendan Hall 

22  Regina Anderson 
23  Alex Barlee 

24  Norman Bertoluzzi 
24  Lisa Valentine 
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I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 
by the day of Jesus Christ.  (Philippians 1:3-6) 
 
As Advent and Christmas bring 2016 to a close, and as we make plans for 
2017, scriptures like this keep coming to mind. 

 
I continue to give thanks for the fact that God called me to ordained ministry and that the members of 
Trinity called me to be their pastor.  Even in these crazy-busy days of December, serving Trinity fills me with so much joy.  I delight in 
proclaiming the good news of God’s love to you and placing the sacrament of Holy Communion in your hands.  I love working with you 
in mission and ministry. 
 
I can see that God is doing great things for the city of St Petersburg through us and I know that we are faithful in proclaiming good news 
to our neighbors, so I am confident that God has exciting plans for us and I am looking forward to the opportunities that will come in the 
new year. 
 
Those opportunities include an expanded Sunday School program and the use of our facility for an after-school music program for 
kids.  Our food pantry is having a profound impact on the lives of our neighbors, and it is wonderful to see how the members and 

friends of Trinity have embraced this ministry.  Trinity has joined the city’s Chamber of Commerce and, through them, we are meeting 
people who can help us to turn our unused rooms into a reliable source of income. 
 
All of us need to be telling people about the good things happening at Trinity.  “Word of mouth” is the most cost-effective form of 
advertising.  Make a New Year’s resolution to talk about the life and ministry of your church whenever and however God provides the 
opportunity. 
 
I pray that your celebration of Christmas will be joyful and holy and that God’s blessings will continue to shower upon us in the new 
year. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
 

 

 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
At the November 16 council meeting, Rev. Ana Lugo made a presentation on behalf of the ELCA Foundation.  She will be invited to 
come back in 2017 and make a presentation to the whole congregation. 
 
The proposal for an expanded Sunday School, to be taught by Lisa Johnson and Alan Due, was approved, as was a proposal from a 
member of the community to offer an after-school music program to area children. 
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Advent Advocacy and Advice 
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.in the season of Advent 

  

November 30: Values and Goals 
December 7: Hospitals and Medicines 

December 14: Legal Questions 
December 21: Making Your Wishes Known 

 
A lot of useful information has been presented at our Wednesday afternoon gatherings in the season of 
Advent. 
 
Arwyn Elden, who works with Empath Health Care, led a discussion about how our values should influence our 
healthcare and end-of-life decisions.  She walked us through the necessary forms to appoint a healthcare 
surrogate and to create a living will. 
 
Rev. John Mullet, head of the chaplains at St Anthony’s hospital, talked to us about the practical and spiritual 
challenges created by hospitalization.  He shared a form detailing medications, past surgeries, allergies, and 
emergency contacts that we should fill out and bring with us whenever we go into the hospital. 
 
Stephanie Edwards, with Edwards Elder Law, reiterated the importance of appointing one person to be your 
healthcare surrogate for when you are incapable of expressing your own medical wishes.  She pointed out the 
difference between a living will and a “do not resuscitate” order, and the difference between a healthcare 
surrogate and a durable power of attorney.  She encouraged us to use the Empath forms to designate a 
surrogate and create a living will, but to get legal help in creating a durable power of attorney. 
 
All of the information and forms shared in these gatherings can be taken from the long counter in the 
fellowship hall.  Please see Pastor Paul if you have any questions. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING   

On Sunday, February 5th, Trinity will be mixing its annual Souper Bowl of Caring fund drive with a 
monthly luncheon. Following the service on Super Bowl Sunday, empty bowls will be simmering in 
the narthex to collect monetary donations to support Trinity’s Food Pantry and Clothing Ministry. 
Then join us in Redeemer Hall (3rd floor) for a soup and salad luncheon.  We are requesting 
members to provide either a homemade soup or salad or to bring a can of your favorite chicken-
based soup for a “Stone Soup” Delight (all chicken-based soups will be poured together into a 
crockpot prior to the service for stewing).  Additionally, we are requesting that everyone bring a 
can of soup for the pantry; pop-top, ready-to-eat soup is one of the more popular items with our 
pantry guests. Sign-up sheets for the soup and salad will be available on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall starting in January.  You won’t want to miss this pre-game event!  
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Beginning January 8, 2017, new Sunday School options for all children will 
be offered.  Each week at 9 am, two classes will be available:  
 

DIG IN (lead by Lisa Johnson):  This program is for children ages K-5th 

grade and will creatively lead kids to new discoveries about God and their 
faith.  This program creates experiences where kids make discoveries 
helping them to take ownership of their faith rather than being told what 
to believe.  Our first year of DIG IN is called Digging into the Life of 
Jesus.  Kids don’t just learn about the historical Jesus; they get to know him 

personally as a real person- a real friend – who makes a difference in their lives.   
 

CREATION (lead by Alan Due):  For young adults, 12+.  In John 10:10, Jesus says that He came so that we 

may have life and have it abundantly.  In the story of creation, God provided the foundation for healthy living. 
In this class, the youth of Trinity will experience the principles of CREATION and identify ways that they can 
live them out in their daily lives:  

C – Choice: make wise and healthy decisions 

            R – Rest: experience relaxation 

E – Environment: create healthy spaces inside and out 

A – Activity: get into motion 

T – Trust: express your faith in God 

I – Interpersonal Relationships: fully enjoy others 

O– Outlook: live positively 

N – Nutrition: fuel your body 

 

Part of this new plan is also to offer a staffed nursery each week during our Sunday service.  Of course to make 
all of this successful, volunteers are needed.  If you would like more information or would like to see how you 
can help, please see Alan Due, Lisa Johnson or Lynne Tallon.   
 

We are hopeful that all of you will catch the excitement! 
 
 

 

 

  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2017, in the sanctuary 
immediately after worship.  Reports about the life of the congregation will be presented, we will 
approve a budget for 2017, and elect people to serve on Church Council and other committees. 
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BAND OF ANGELS 
Thank you to all who participated in our recent bake sales. There were many items 
to choose from and the reviews were positive.  On Sunday, December 4th we joined 
the Hope Lutheran Women's group for an Advent program "Going to the Manger". 

This was a dress-up event at which were responsible for decorating our assigned table. Each lady attending 
was responsible for table settings, centerpiece and dessert. The program and music was excellent. The men of 
Hope were the waiters for serving beverages and clean-up.  Let's think about perhaps sponsoring such an 
event next year. 
       The Angel Tree is in Van Horne hall, please take an angel and grant a wish. Remember to bring in the 
wrapped gift with tag attached on the outside and place under the Christmas tree on Sunday, December 
18th.  We also remember our shut-ins with greeting cards. We have begun a signing during fellowship on 
Sunday's.  Please take time to sign or write a short note to those we remember at this holiday time and 
always.  If you know of someone who would enjoy a card from us please give us their name and address.  The 
cards will be mailed the week of December 18th. 
        January begins another time of sharing ideas and planning for activities.  Our formal meeting will be 
announced through the Sunday bulletin.  In order to use our meeting time wisely, please give your desired 
activities to Virginia Rooker, Lisa Johnson or Lynne Tallon so the agenda can focus on your ideas. 
We have been blessed with support of our Team Trinity family this past year which has led to the activities and 
events fulfilled.  Thank you and we look forward to exciting events in the coming year. 
                                                     God's blessings to all,  Lynne Tallon 

TEAM TRINITY  
 

Team Trinity and their friends will join together to carol at the Tyrone Mall on Saturday, December 10th at 
1pm. (There will be a warm-up rehearsal at Trinity at 11:30pm).  We will be stationed at the Sears court inside 
the mall.  Share your voice with ours and bring some joy to others.  The tree decorating at Trinity will be 
on Saturday, December 17th at 1PM. We will also go caroling to our shut-ins at 3pm. Meet us at Trinity and we 
will car pool from there. Please join us for these Trinity family events. 
 
Trinity will be participating in the St. Petersburg "First Night" activities. We will be providing an art activity for 
children.  This will take place on Saturday, December 31st between 4pm and 7pm in the VanHorne fellowship 
hall.  Volunteers are needed to help children assemble a musical instrument they can use to ring in the New 
Year.  We also would like to provide cookies and punch to those who attend.  See Lynne Tallon if you can help. 
             
The Serving Ministry Team will meet after worship on Sunday, January 8th to talk about and plan future 
projects for the up-coming months. Please try to attend and bring your ideas or if there is an organization in 
the area we can help. 
             God's blessings, 

             Lynne Tallon ,Council Liaison 
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NOTES FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 

 CHRISTMAS EVE 

Again this year, there will be a concert of seasonal music at 7:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve with instrumental and 
vocal musicians, from the Trinity choir, and the extended Trinity music family.  The Trinity Choir will be joined 
by Barbara Prescott, flute; Any Collins, Oboe;  Linda Hall, violin;  Warren Powell, viola; and Zsuzsana Varosy, 
cello.  The two featured works on the program will be Magnificat in D by Giovanni Battista Martini, and Das 
Neugebor'ne Kindelein by Dietrich Buxtehude.  The first is a setting of Mary's song found in Luke 1:46-55.  For 
the latter, Janet Crim, a member of our alto section, has provided an original translation which will appear in 
the Christmas Eve bulletin.  The Holy Communion and Candlelight Service will start at 8 pm. 

Giovanni Battista Martini (1706-1784) was born in Bologna, which was then part of the papal states.  In 
addition to being a prolific composer, also published several scholarly works on older music.  The greater part 
of his corpus remains unpublished. 
 
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)  Is perhaps the best known Lutheran composer in the generation proceeding 
Johann Sebastian Bach.  The Buxtehude work serves as a sort of prologue to the explorations of the Lutheran 
musical tradition which we will be undertaking in 2017. 

 

Yours in ministry, Tom Hall 

 
 
 

Bell Choir Practice resumes on Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM, beginning  
January 5th.  We hope you will join us! 
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Twelve completed quilts were donated in December!! 
We meet on Wednesday mornings, 9:30 am until 11:30 am, at Trinity.   We're always looking for new 
members! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Calling All Cyclists! 
Supporting our Veterans 

 
If you enjoy cycling and are interested in supporting our 
wounded veterans, please join me on Saturday, February 
18th, for the Ride 2 Recovery Honor Ride.  Please see the 
attached flier for details.  If you are not a cyclist, but 
would be interested in supporting this cause, there are a 
number of volunteer opportunities available: 
 
Thurs, Feb 16:  2pm-7pm   Packet pick-up; St Pete College 
Clearwater Campus (Bldg. SS - Room 105) 
 
Friday, Feb 17:  9am-2pm.  Event set-up on day before at 
Tropicana Field, St Petersburg. 
Friday, Feb 17:  2pm-5pm.  Packet pick-up; Tropicana 
Field. 
Friday, Feb 17:  5pm-7pm.  Packet pick-up; Tropicana 
Field. 
 
Sat, Feb 18:  6am-8am.        Breakfast at Tropicana Field. 
Sat, Feb 18:  6am-8am.        Registration at Tropicana 
Field 
Sat, Feb 18:  10am-12pm.    Merchandise sales: hand out 
socks; hand out medals. 
Sat, Feb 18:  12pm-2pm.      Lunch 
Sat, Feb 18:   3pm-4pm        Site tear down. 
 
If you are interested in participating in this event, either 
as a rider or volunteer or if you have any questions, 

please see me. Alan Due 
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“I thank my God every time I remember you because of your sharing in the gospel (in God’s work) 
from the first day until now.”  These words from St. Paul to the church in Philippi is but one way to 
express our thanks for your continued support of this essential ministry for the marginalized in our 
community. Because of your donations, we have been able to expand the clothing options for our 
clients as we enter the colder months.  Special thanks to those who have met our recent need for 
blankets and coats and for the family donations given in memory of Alan Nickerson and Peter Ruhl. 
For the month of November, our pantry volunteers served 182 people!   

We still greatly appreciate your donations of  
non-perishable food, clothing, and personal hygiene 

items (bags included). 
 
 
 

 

Our recently painted RED DOORS provide a message of welcome to the community!! 


