
  

 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. 

How can we know the 

way?”  (John 14:5) 

 

It’s so appropriate that on the 

Sundays between Easter and 

Pentecost, our gospel readings 

come from the part of John that is 

called the “farewell discourse.”  In 

chapters 14 through 17, the 

author of John’s gospel presents a 

final conversation between Jesus 

and his disciples about what their 

lives should be like when Jesus is 

no longer with them in the 

concrete way to which they have 

become accustomed. 
 

Thomas’ question can be 

understood as:  How are we 

supposed to be “followers of 

Jesus” if Jesus isn’t here to lead 

the way?”  It’s a question that is 

asked by all of us as we try to 

figure out how to live as Christians 

2,000 years after the death, 

resurrection, and ascension of 

Jesus. 
 

The answers that Jesus gives to 

his first disciples are the same 

ones that he offers to us.  He 

wants us to know that we have 

divine resources and divine power 

at our disposal. 
 

Jesus begins the farewell 

discourse by saying, “Do not let 
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your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God, believe also in me.”  Trust in 

God’s unlimited and unconditional 

love.  Trust that you are a precious 

child of God and live your life in that 

confidence. 
 

Jesus offers us a divine advocate, 

which he calls “the Spirit of truth.”  

The same Holy Spirit that has 

empowered his choices and actions 

is now offered to each one of us.  It is 

the power of love in the midst of 

hatred, joy in the midst of despair, 

and light in the midst of darkness.  If 

we allow it to do so, the Spirit will 

guide us through all of the twists and 

turns of life. 
 

In describing himself as a vine and us 

as the branches of that vine, Jesus 

makes it clear that it has never been 

God’s intention that we should “go it 

alone” or pull ourselves up by our 

own bootstraps.  We were created to 

live in relationship with God and with 

one another; the only way the flow of 

God’s love to us can be stopped is if 

we cut ourselves off from it. 
 

The farewell discourse isn’t all 

sunshine and rainbows.  Jesus knows 

that the realization of the kingdom of 

God will be opposed by people who 

think the world should be ruled by 

fear rather than love.  He warns us 

that there will be times when “the 

world” hates us, while assuring us 

that the world has already been 
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conquered by the power of God’s 

love. 
 

The farewell discourse is full of 

good news for 21st-century 

Christians.  Jesus is still with us in 

the bread and wine of communion 

and in the love that flows between 

us and our neighbor.  We have 

divine power at our fingertips and 

we have the power to transform 

our communities and our world. 
 

As John’s gospel says, Jesus came 

so that we could have life and 

have it abundantly.  The life he 

offers us is eternal and it begins 

in the here and now. 
 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

On the Sundays between Easter and 

Pentecost, the scriptures we read in 

worship offer us the tools we need 

to live lives characterized by 

confidence and joy and to make 

God’s kingdom a reality in our 

world. 
 

Jesus answers Thomas’ request to 

“know the way” to follow by saying 

that he is “the way, the truth, and 

the life.” 
 

I pray that each of us finds the way, 

the truth, and the life that is being 

offered to us by Jesus. 

 
Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

What Do You Believe?  
 

Eighteenth-century British evangelist George Whitefield once asked a 

coal miner what he believed.  
 

“I believe what my church believes,” the man answered, respectfully and 

confidently.  
 

“And what does your church believe?” Whitefield followed up.  
 

“The same thing I believe,” the man said.  
 

“And what do both of you believe?” the preacher asked 

again.  
 

“We both believe the same thing,” the man assured 

Whitefield.  

 

Belonging to a Christian church — and knowing exactly what 

it teaches — is vital but doesn’t guarantee salvation. That’s 

between each individual and God.  
 

As Romans 10:9 (ESV) says, “If you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.”  
 

What does the Lutheran Church teach?   

Come to Confirmation Classes: on the following Thursdays at 

6:30 pm and find out: 

April 26; May 10, 17 & 31; June 14 & 21; July 19 & 26; and 

August 2.  
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Feed My Sheep 

 Update 

Let's begin with a word of 

thanks for the generosity of 

our church family during our 

April Fresh campaign. 

Hygiene products are always 

needed, remember if you 

travel the hotel hygiene 

items make great additions 

to our pantry. 
 

If you would like to stop by 

and see this service in action 

we are here Tuesdays and 

Fridays from 10 am to noon. 

I promise not to put you to 

work unless you desire to 

help. Our current volunteers 

come from Clearwater (St. 

Paul’s Lutheran), Seminole 

and Treasure Island 

(Paradise Lutheran), 

Bradenton and St. 

Petersburg (Trinity Lutheran), 

advance for your 

participation in this 

campaign. 
 

The shopping group is 

working diligently to be good 

stewards of our funds, but it 

takes about $200 a week to 

provide for our clients. There 

is a group working on grant 

writing to help with financial 

support. If you have any 

other suggestions for the 

good of Trinity's outreach 

please see Lynne Tallon or 

Alan Due. May God continue 

to guide us as we serve the 

community. 

                                                  

                     God be with you, 

                     Alan Due 
and Lynne Tallon  

 

and neighbors at 

Peterborough. So you can 

see we have branched out 

beyond the church walls of 

Trinity. 
 

The next event will be to 

clean out the second pantry 

room of the Trinity 

belongings and then make 

that room our clothing and 

shoes room. Watch the 

bulletin for time and date of 

this activity. Remember, 

“many hands make light 

work." 
 

Our May campaign will be for 

crackers (saltines, Ritz, or 

graham) and peanut butter 

(the small jars are best). 

Watch for BOGOS at your 

grocery stores. Thanks in 

431 of our community were served in the month of April 

Statistics have been gathered about how much the average 
churchgoer gives to the church. It turns out that the average 
Protestant now gives less than 2.5% of the household income. 
Sadly, that is down from 3.3% at the height of the Depression! 
Even sadder is the jarring fact that only 20% of church members 
do most of the giving.  
 
Christians give to the Lord because they are grateful. The giving 
of themselves in totality - body, mind, spirit, talents, time and 
material resources - is the Christian way of expressing their 
thankfulness to God for all that they have. Responding to the 

immeasurable love and grace of God, dedicated Christians open their hearts and hands toward God 
in a spirit of appreciation and love.  



4 

 

Hello friends,  

 

I would like to introduce an exciting new event series  - 

the Trinity Town Hall Meeting!  

 

Your 2018 council is dedicated to staying visible and connected to the 

congregation. To that end, on May 6 we will hold the first ever Town Hall 

Meeting.  This will occur during the fellowship time after service and our 

intent is to share information, initiatives, and goals as well as to give 

everyone the opportunity to offer comments, ideas and opinions.  I 

promise it won’t last too long and you will have an opportunity to chat 

with friends!  

 

Please plan to stay and participate – YOU are part of the vision and 

future of our amazing Church. See you there!   

       

Peace,  

  Lisa Johnson 
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Spring (adjective) Cleaning (noun) =  the practice of 
thoroughly cleaning a house in the springtime.  
 
 
Spring (noun) Cleaning (verb) = 
Whenever you see Spring, thank 
her for her hard work around 
the church.  

The story is told of someone who plugged a power 

strip into itself and then couldn’t understand why the 

system wouldn’t turn on! We get a kick out of such 

tales, yet how often do we try to “power” our own 

lives? We frequently think we need to be the source 

of our own strength, joy, peace, energy and wisdom.  
 

Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves — 

or in any human being or earthly circumstance, 

object or philosophy. Rather, calling himself the good 

shepherd, Jesus says, “I have come that [my sheep] 

may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).  
 

We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging into” 

ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug into his 

power — and joy, peace, hope, truth — through prayer 

and Scripture, worship and service, fellowship with 

other Christians and the beauty of God’s world.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housekeeping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(season)
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News From The Flock 

Tom and Marty’s new granddaughter, 

Nina, wakes every evening at dinner 

time and insists to sit at the table with 

them to watch them eat. 

Esther Marshick  
is in assisted living  
(room PC303) at  

Westminster Palms,  
but her mail has not 

been reaching her, so 
she now has a post 
office box for her 

mail.  It is  
PO Box 55115,  

St Petersburg, FL 
33732. 

Ascension, May 10 
Mother’s Day, May 13 

Armed Forces Day, May 19 

Pentecost, May 20  Memorial Day, May 28 Trinity Sunday, May 27  

Special Dates in May: 
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MAY SERVERS 

5/8/2016  Paul Gibson  & Alan Due (2) 

5/29/1987 David & Lisa Valentine (31) 
5/1  Marie Hunt 

5/5  Jermaine Stevenson 

5/7  John Rindahl 

5/7  Alan Soli 

5/9  Christopher Smith 

5/15  Kensei Snapp 

5/28  Frances Harding 

5/28  Kevin Mowrer 

5/31  Edward Hunt 

5/31  Helen Stevener 

May   6 __________ 

May 13 __________ 

May 20 Ann Gibson 

May 27 Jan Dorr 

  May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Acolyte Sr Michelle Collins Alan Due Danny Burtless Karen Toth 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Sr Michelle Collins      
Phil Rearick 

Alan Due Lynne Tallon 
Karen Toth           

 Phil Rearick 

Lector 
Craig Mowrer Sr Michelle Collins Alan Due Daryl Stewart 

Greeters Betty Napolitano    
Vanneita Anderson 

Carol Bertoluzzi                
Tyra Humphrey 

Jen Durilla               
Ashley DiNoto 

Bert Bertoluzzi            
Pat Kapfhammer 

Ushers Vanneita Anderson       
Ashley DiNoto            
Leah Heinicke            

Betty Napolitano        
Rebecca Reitz 

Vanneita Anderson        
Charlie Hahn              

Tyra Humphrey     
Matthew Reitz     
Rebecca Reitz 

Ashley DiNoto              
Jen Durilla                  
Toni Durilla              

Helen Mowrer    
Rebecca Reitz 

Bert Bertoluzzi         
Leah Heinicke            

Tyra Humphrey           
Pat Kapfhammer    

Rebecca Reitz 

Someone said about 
the concept of the 

Trinity, “You will lose 
your soul if you don’t 
believe it, and you will 
lose your mind if you 

try to explain it.”  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

  
  
  

2 
8:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 pm Supper/ 

Study  
  

3 
  
  
  

4 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

5 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast  

6 
8:15 am Choir 
9 am Bible 

Study 
10 am Worship 
11:30 am Town 

Hall meeting 

  

7 
  
  
  

8 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

9 
8:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 pm Supper/ 
Study 
  
  

10 
Ascension 
Day 
  
6:30 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

  

11 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

  

 
 5 pm 
Wedding 

rehearsal 

12 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast 
9 am 
Congregation 

breakfast 
 5 pm Wedding  

13  
Mother's Day 
8:15 am Choir 
9 am Bible 
Study 

10 am Worship 

14 
  
  
  

15 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

16 
8:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 pm Supper/ 

Study  
  

17 
  
6:30 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

 
  

18 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

19 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast 
  

20 Pentecost 
8:15 am Choir 
9 am Bible 

Study 
10 am Worship 
12:30 pm 

Organ Demo  

21 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
6:30 pm 

Council  

22 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

23 
8:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 pm Supper/ 
Study 
  

24 
  
  
  

25 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

26 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast 
  

27 Trinity 
8:15 am Choir 
9 am Bible 

Study 
10 am Worship 

28  
Memorial 
Day 
Church office 

closed 

29 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

30 
8:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 pm Supper/ 
Study 

 

31 

 
  
6:30 pm 

Confirmation 
Class 

 
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 


