
  

 

“The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the 

cornerstone; this is the Lord’s 

doing, and it is amazing in our 

eyes.”  (Psalm 118:22-23) 
 

Jesus quotes these words from 

the Psalms when he is rebuking 

the religious authorities of 

Jerusalem for their rejection of 

him and of his ministry. 
 

The widespread rejection of what 

God is doing in Jesus of Nazareth 

is a theme in Mark’s version of 

the last days of his earthly life—

the events that we commemorate 

each year during Holy Week. 
 

The crowds in Jerusalem want 

Jesus to rescue them from Roman 

oppression; they celebrate “the 

coming kingdom of our ancestor 

David” and reject the idea that 

their savior has only come to 

Jerusalem to die. 
 

The religious authorities reject 

everything about Jesus, seeing 

him as nothing but a dangerous 

threat that has to be eliminated. 
 

Most painful of all in the gospel of 

Mark is the rejection of Jesus by 

his own disciples.  Despite all that 

he has done to prepare them for 

the tough times that lie ahead, 

they run away when he is 

arrested.  Only Peter witnesses 
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part of his trial, but, when he is 

overcome with shame at his denial of 

even knowing Jesus, he too flees into 

the night. 
 

And in the most ancient version of 

Mark’s gospel, the male disciples are 

never heard from again. 
 

Only a handful of faithful women 

witness the crucifixion, during which 

Jesus is verbally abused by the 

crowds, the religious authorities, and 

both of the thieves who are crucified 

alongside him.  There is no repentant 

thief in Mark’s gospel, nor is there a 

touching scene in which the mother 

of Jesus is entrusted to the care of 

one of his disciples. 
 

The only time that Jesus speaks in 

Mark’s version of the crucifixion is 

when he cries out, “My God, my God!  

Why have you forsaken me?”  At the 

moment of his death, it appears as if 

Jesus has even been rejected by God. 
 

But something about his death 

causes a Roman soldier to say, 

“Surely this man was the Son of 

God.”  Was.  Past tense. 
 

Mark’s version of the events of Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good 

Friday, as well as his description of 

the growing antagonism to Jesus, 

can leave us feeling pretty desperate. 
 

And some would say that is the 

author’s intention.  A central concept 
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of the Gospel According to Mark is 

that the fate of God’s kingdom, 

and the spreading of the good 

news of God’s love, and even the 

survival of the Christian church—

are in our hands and that we’d 

better not fail in our task.  If we 

don’t do it, no one else will. 
 

As Lutherans, we understand that 

the church survives for the same 

reason that it exists at all—

because God calls Christians 

together and sustains us in our 

faith. 
 

We know that everything that was 

necessary for the salvation of 

every human being on earth was 

accomplished through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

But we also know that if God’s 

kingdom values are to become a 

reality in our world, we must 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

make that happen through our 

loving words and actions.  God has 

always allowed people to reject 

divine love; it can never be imposed 

on anyone. 
 

It is with these thoughts in mind 

that I invite you in the month of 

March to faithfully continue the 

disciplines of Lent—self-

examination, prayer, and sacrificial 

acts of love.  Open yourselves to a 

greater awareness of God’s 

abundant love welling up within you. 
 

And join us at the end of the month 

for our commemorations of Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and 

Good Friday.  Let’s prepare for God 

to come into our lives and into our 

world in unexpected and amazing 

ways. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

Giving Up Guilt 
 

Rev. Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest who ministers to high

-risk youth in Los Angeles, once quipped, “I … don’t do guilt. I gave 

it up for Lent years ago.” Many Christians give up something for 

Lent but usually not guilt! Rather, Lent is seen as a time to 

somberly examine our sinful nature.  
 

Having witnessed sin’s tragic effects through addiction, violence 

and gang warfare, Father Boyle realizes that dwelling on guilt 

doesn’t lead to hope or healing. Instead, he helps young people 

discover their God-given strengths and their ability to make life-

affirming choices. His nonprofit organization provides positive 

alternatives for teenagers, who are reminded not of their guilt but 

of their identity as God’s beloved children.  
 

On Good Friday Jesus conquered sin and death so we don’t have to 

wallow in guilt. Giving our lives to God frees us to live in the joy of 

forgiveness.   
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Greetings!  

I am both excited and humbled to begin my 

term as President of  Trinity’s Church Council, 

and would like to share a few thoughts with you.  

All of us together make Trinity what it is – not 

just the Pastor, not just the Council, not just our 

location, not just the people who use our facility.  

Because I firmly believe this, I am reaching out 

to all of you to ask for your help in sculpting who 

we want to be, both for each other and for our 

community.  As with every sculpture, the final 

form does not appear immediately, but is only 

revealed through careful planning and 

purposeful crafting until the artist’s vision is 

unveiled.  How fortunate we are that God is our 

artist, and uses us to do the chipping and 

chiseling!   
 

I would like to ask each of you to take a 

moment to consider what Trinity means to you 

and what you would put on a wish list for the 

Council.  Ideas may be as small as more pot luck 

lunches, or as big as an idea for enhancing our 

website.  If you have seen things you like at other 

churches let us know – we can discuss anything 

from coffee to communion.  While I can’t promise 

every suggestion will be implemented, I will 

promise that each one will be discussed and 

considered. My hope is that as we move forward 

together, each member and friend of Trinity will 

feel comfortable sharing ideas, suggestions, and 

opportunities for change with the leadership 

team.   
 

Finally, I ask for your continued prayers for all of 

our church family, that we may continue to grow 

together in faith, love and service to God’s world.   

Peace,  
Lisa Johnson 

727-269-1095 (call or text) 

Lisanap07@gmail.com 

COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

At the annual congregational meeting on 

Sunday, January 28, 2018, three people 

were elected to serve on council; at the 

conclusion of the meeting new officers were 

elected. 
 

Trinity’s 2018 council members are: Bob 

Burke, Jan Dorr (vice-president), Toni Durilla 

(financial secretary), Pastor Paul, Lisa 

Johnson (president), Barb Macomb, Lee 

Magnus, Helen Mowrer (treasurer), and Daryl 

Stewart (recording secretary). 
 

They and other interested people met on 

Saturday, February 17, to learn new 

leadership skills and to make plans for the 

coming year.  Some of the ideas include: 
 

--exploring the idea of being a “cold night 

shelter” for the homeless, 
 

--creating small groups that will meet for 

fellowship, prayer, and/or Bible study, 
 

--re-introducing the wearing of nametags 

during Sunday worship and fellowship, 

 

--planning an Easter sunrise service at Mirror Lake 

or some other park, 
 

--scheduling our congregational picnic for Saturday, 

May 19, and inviting the members of Paradise 

Lutheran to attend, and 
 

--exploring more options for electronic giving of 

offerings and special financial gifts. 

Left to right:  Lynne Tallon, Lee Magnus, Bob Burke, Daryl 
Stewart, Helen Mowrer, Alan Due, and Toni Durilla discuss 
how Trinity can improve the welcome it offers to visitors. 
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The February meeting of the 

Band of Angels resulted in 

exciting new plans and new 

leadership!  We welcomed 

three new members, Gina 

Brockmann, Kim Forcino and 

Laura McLemore, and we are 

looking forward to getting to 

know them better. Also, Gina 

Brockmann has volunteered to 

serve as President of our group!  

Charlene Diefel will continue as 

our secretary and we are ever 

grateful for Helen Mower’s 

ongoing work to maintain our 

financial records.  
 

 

Our next meeting will be on 

March 11 following the worship 

service and will primarily 

consist of the following:  

• Discussing and planning 

Bold Women’s Sunday 

• Identifying and scheduling 

our monthly events/

meetings 

• Deciding which of our 

current projects we would 

like to continue and 

develop a go-forward plan 

for implementation 
 

We welcome all women (and 

those who identify as women) 

to join us as we strive to live the 

WELCA Purpose Statement:  

 

We also decided on a new 

vision for 2018.  It was agreed 

by all that moving in a 

different direction would truly 

refresh and energize our Band. 

The basic idea is that our 

monthly meetings will consists 

of different types of events 

designed for bonding, learning 

and fun.  One month we may do 

a craft, one month we may have 

a learning workshop of some 

sort – whatever we decide to do.  

We will certainly continue some 

of our service projects, and will 

refer larger scope project ideas 

to the Core Team to be planned 

and shared with the 

congregation.   
 

“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus 

Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm 

our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote 

healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.” 

ANNUAL BISHOP’S VISIT 
  

Every year, our synod bishop visits four 

congregations in different parts of the 

state.  Members and friends of Trinity are 

encouraged to meet with him on Saturday, March 

10, from 9 am to noon at Salem Lutheran Church in 

Orlando. 
  

The event is described as “A day of discussion, 

fellowship and worship. Time with the Bishop will 

be space for conversation and visioning together. 

Worship will include an invitation for rostered 

ministers to renew their commitment to public 

ministry, as well as the consecration of oil used in 

pastoral care. All are invited.” 
  

For many of us, this will be a first opportunity to 

meet and get to know our newly-elected bishop, 

Pedro Suarez.  We will arrange carpools for the 

drive to Orlando; call the church office if you’d like 

to go. 
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The first concert in our series to 

raise money for our needed 

organ restoration will be help 

on March 23 at 7:00 p.m.  The 

concert will feature two 

organists with close 

connections to Trinity, and a 

baroque trio.  Playing will be 

Linda Pointer and Don 

Rolander.  Dr. Pointer has 

served as supply organist at 

Trinity on many occasions, and 

Mr. Rolander was formerly 

organist and director of music 

at Trinity.  The concert is the 

first in a series to fund the re-

leathering of the chests on 

which the pipes sit.  There is a 

leather disc under each of the 

over 1,100 pipes in the 

organ.  The leather is 50 years 

old and has become brittle and 

begun to crack, resulting in 

pipes not speaking at all, or 

speaking poorly and out-of-tune 

because of inadequate wind 

pressure.  Each of these leather 

discs need to be made and 

positioned in the chest by 

hand.  50 years is a good 

amount of time for the leather 

to have done its work; owing to 

improvements in leather 

tanning, it is anticipated that 

the new leather will last well in 

excess of 50 years. 

Holy Week begins on Palm 

Sunday, March 25, with the 

passion story from the Gospel of 

Mark chanted by Pastor Paul 

Gibson, Mary Wyant, and James 

Beaty.  The Choir will sing a 

Kyrie by Estonian composer 

Urmas Sisask. (b.1960)  One of 

the major inspirations for his 

music is astronomy. Based on 

the trajectories of the planets in 

our solar system, he created the 

"planetal scale," a mode 

consisting of the pitches C#, D, 

F#, G#, and A. Later, he 

discovered to his surprise that 

this was exactly the same as 

the Japanese Kumayoshi mode, 

which is also known as the 

Japanese pentatonic 

scale.  Sisask is a Roman 

Catholic, and much of what he 

composes is sacred music.  
 

Tom Hall 
Director of Music 

Remember to Count Your Blessings! 
 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on  
your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep 

You are richer than 75% of this world 
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet,  

spare change in a dish someplace 
You are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. 

If you wok up this morning with good health… 
You are more fortunate than the million  

who will not survive this week. 
If you have never experienced the danger of battle 

unfolding all around you, the loneliness of imprisonment, 
the agony of torture or the pangs of starvation 
You are ahead of 500 million people in the world. 

If you can attend a church meeting without fear of 
persecution, harassment, arrest, torture or death 

You are more blessed than 3 billion people in the world. 
If you can read this message… 

You are more blessed than over 2 billion people in the 
world who cannot read at all.  

 
- submitted by Bert Bertoluzzi & Tom Snapp 

Evening Prayer 
 Service  

6 pm 
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Feed My Sheep 

 Update 

    Last month I shared a story 
about a man who wished to 
pray in the sanctuary and was 
able to do so. We receive 
many requests of this type as 
well as life challenges our 
friends encounter. Not only 
needs are reported but also 
blessings. Our volunteers 
share in the celebrations --the 
man who just received a job in 
construction, the couple who 
have stable living conditions 
and others who come for 
clothing so they can go to a job 
interview. There is a picture on 
the door leading into the food 
pantry--a homeless individual 
on the sidewalk seeking help. 
Some think the individual in the 

    Thank you to all who 
support our pantry through 
financial, food, clothing and 
volunteer donations. Our client 
numbers are growing and our 
initial monies are running low. 
If you have experience in grant 
writing we could surely use 
your help. Please contact 
Lynne Tallon concerning this 
opportunity. May God continue 
to guide and bless this 
outreach program.  

 

   God’s blessings, 

                     Alan Due 
and Lynne Tallon  

 

picture represents Jesus and 
we think of his statement "as 
you have fed, clothe, given 
shelter, visited the sick or 
imprisoned you have done it 
unto me."  We have an 
opportunity to help one of our 
clients. Our client has had a 
place to live but due to a rent 
increase he can no longer 
afford to pay the rent. He is 
working but does not earn 
enough at his job to cover the 
rent so he is looking for 
shelter. Let's search our hearts 
and resources to see if we 
have any leads that he can 
research and possibly find a 
new place. If you can help in 
any way contact Lynne Tallon. 

326 friends received help at the pantry this month. 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday, March 25—Service at  10 am 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 29—Service at 6 pm 

Good Friday, March 30—Services at 12:30 pm 

                                                  and 6 pm 

Easter , April 1—Service at 10 am 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is the 

proud owner of a Moeller pipe 

organ that is celebrating its 

fiftieth birthday. 
 

Mathias Peter Møller 

emigrated from Denmark in 

1872 and founded the M. P. 

Moeller Pipe Organ Company 

three years later.  The 

company remained in business 

until 1992, with hundreds of 

employees at its peak and a 

lifetime production of over 

12,000 individually-numbered 

instruments.  Trinity’s 

instrument was built in 1968 

and is “Moeller opus” 

10408.   
 

Pipe organs are durable and 

require very little 

maintenance.  But, for the 

first time since it was 

installed, Trinity’s organ is in 

need of refurbishment for 

every one of its more than 

1,100 pipes.  The sound of 

each of them is controlled by 

custom-made leather valves; 

after fifty years, many of the 

valves have become too 

brittle to operate properly, 

hindering and limiting the 

sound of the instrument.   
 

The estimated cost of the 

repairs is $40,000.  But 

when you divide that amount 

between 1,100 pipes, you 

realize that it costs less than 

forty dollars to “save” a 

single pipe.   
 

As we raise money for 

repairs, we’ll be keeping 

track of every $40 gift and 

groups of $400 gifts, 

marking our progress 

toward the money needed 

to save all 1,100 of our 

joyful noise-making pipes. 
 

Some of that money will 

come from a series of 

concerts at the church, but 

we’ll need lots of individual 

donations.  Prayerfully 

consider how many pipes 

you can preserve. Reach out 

to friends that you know 

and businesses that you 

patronize, asking them to 

sponsor a pipe or a whole 

rank of pipes.  Sponsorship 

forms are available from 

the church office. 
 

The first of our fund-raising 

concerts is in the sanctuary 

on Friday, March 23, at 7:00 

pm.  Invite your friends and 

neighbors to come and hear 

Don Rolander and Linda 

Pointer perform. 

 
 

FORTY  DOLLARS  MAKES  A  JOYFUL  NOISE 

Nan K. was asked by her church to lead a special campaign to pay off the remaining debt on the 
sanctuary. She consented and made this statement at a worship service:  
 

"Stewardship is realizing that our relationship with money is very much connected to our 
relationship to God. When our relationship to money becomes the stewardship of God's gifts, 
then our decisions and actions are tied to our understanding of God's will for our life. When we 
discern the purpose for our life on Earth, then we look for the signs, the opportunities, the 
coincidences that show us the path to that purpose.  
 

"I want you to know that this is not just a campaign to pay off our debts (although it will). It is 
about building a community of faith. If one of our members came to me today and offered to pay 
off the entire debt, I wouldn't feel this campaign was a success.  
 

"This is about strengthening our church community with 
everyone giving to their own ability. I'll feel the campaign is 
successful when 100 percent of our membership participates."  
 

Are you participating? You have nothing to lose, and everything 
to gain.  
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As we sent Anne and Gary Ruhl 

off onto “Happy Trails” in 

Colorado, members were invited 

to show off their western garb.  

A few accepted the invitation. 

Craig Mowrer, Jim 

Tallon, and Paul 

Wenger swap stories 

with sheriff Don Dorr. 

Bert and Carol Bertoluzzi ask 

Gary and Anne if there’s “gold 

in them there hills.” Tom Snapp wonders if there’s room 

in this town for the both of us. 
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 MARCH SERVERS 

3/11 Charles Skidmore 

3/15 Mary Cassady Jones 

  March 4 March 11 March 18 
March 25              

Palm Sunday 

March 29  
Maundy 
Thursday 

March 30           
Good Friday 

Acolyte Danny Burtless Phil Rearick Danny Burtless Brendan Hall Brendan Hall Brendan Hall 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Doug Forcino 
Lynne Tallon     
Phil Rearick 

Alan Due 
Lynne Tallon       

Alan Due 
Matthew Reitz 

Lynne Tallon     
Alan Due 

Lector Doug Forcino Craig Mowrer Alan Due Suzanne Bohning Janet Crim Anne Ruhl 

Greeters Vanneita Anderson   
Betty Napolitano 

Jen Durilla          
Pat Kapfhammer 

Jen Durilla        
Tyra Humphrey 

Bert Bertoluzzi   
Matthew Reitz 

Ushers Ushers 

Ushers Vanneita Anderson  
Tyra Humphrey   
Helen Mowrer   

Betty Napolitano    
Rebecca Reitz 

Jen Durilla        
Toni Durilla       

Leah Heinicke    
Pat Kapfhammer    

Rebecca Reitz 

Suzanne Bohning    
Jen Durilla         
Toni Durilla       

Tyra Humphrey    
Rebecca Reitz 

Vanneita Anderson   
Bert Bertoluzzi    

Betty Napolitano    
Matthew Rieitz   
Rebecca Reitz 

Bert Bertoluzzi    
Helen Mowrer   
Rebecca Reitz 

12:30: Pat 
Kapfhammer   
Rebecca Reitz          

6:00 Leah 
Heinicke   

Rebecca Reitz 

March 4 March 11 

Phil Rearick 

March 18 

Toni Durilla 

March 25 

“Coming together is a 
beginning; keeping 

together is progress; 
working together is 

success.”  
—Henry Ford  

      When you have a sense of 
calling — whether it’s to be a 

musician, soloist, artist, in one of 
the technical fields or a plumber — 

there is something deep and 
enriching when you realize it isn’t 
just a casual choice; it’s a divine 
calling. [That’s] not limited to 

vocational Christian service, by any 
means.  

—Charles R. Swindoll  
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Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
  
  
  

2 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

  
  
  

3 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes Bkfst 

  
  
  

4 
8:15 Choir 
9 am Bible Class 

10 am Worship 

  

5 
  
  
  

6 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

7 
8:15 am Men’s 
Bkfst 

6 pm Evening 
Prayer 

  

8 
  
  
  

9 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

10 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes Bkfst 

9 am Cong 
Breakfast 
9 am Biship’s 

Visit—Orlando 
6 pm Community 
Event 
  

11 
Daylight 
Savings 
8:15 Choir 
9 am Bible Class 

10 am Worship 

12 
  
  
  

13 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

14 
8:15 am Men’s 
Bkfst 

6 pm Evening 
Prayer 

15 
  
  
  

16 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

17 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes Bkfst 

18 
  
8:15 Choir 
9 am Bible Class 

10 am Worship 

 

19 
  
 6 pm. 
Council 
  

20 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

21 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
8:15 am Men’s 
Bkfst 

6 pm Evening 
Prayer 
  

22 
  
  
  

23 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
7 pm Organ 
Concert 
  

24 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes Bkfst 

10 am Wedding 
rehearsal 

 
  
  

25 Palm 
Sunday 
8:15 Choir 

9 am Bible Class 
10 am Worship 
3:30 pm 

Wedding 
  

26 
  
  
  

27 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

28 
8:15 am Men’s 
Bkfst 

6 pm Evening 
Prayer 

  
  

29 

Maundy 
Thursday 
6 pm M. 
Thurs Service 

  
  

30  

Good 
Friday 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
12:30 pm & 6 

pm G. Fri 
Service 

31 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes Bkfst 

 
  
  
  

Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 


