
  

 

At the beginning of a new year, 

the church turns its attention to 

a new gospel.  Our focus on 

Sunday mornings is now the 

gospel of Mark. 
 

“The beginning of the good news 

of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 

This is the very first verse of the 

Gospel of Mark; as I pointed out 

in a recent 

sermon, it’s an 

interesting 

sentence in that it 

has no verb, and 

it’s an interesting 

idea, as it 

suggests that the 

whole book that 

follows is “only 

the beginning” of 

the good news of 

God’s love. 
 

The last verse of 

the original 

version of Mark’s 

gospel is even 

more intriguing.  

When three 

women encounter 

an angel at the 

empty tomb of Jesus, they are 

instructed to tell “Peter and the 

disciples” that Jesus has been 

raised from the dead and that 

he will meet them in Galilee, but 
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“…they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had 

seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.” 
 

The End.  The end?  What kind of 

ending is that?  One so shocking, that 

later editors tried to improve on it.   
 

Depending on what translation or 

study edition you use, it isn’t always 

obvious, but our Bibles actually 

include two 

supplementary endings 

to Mark’s original story.  

Mark’s version ends 

without any real 

resolution; it’s a cliff-

hanger that seems to 

say, “Tune in next 

week…”  How will 

people learn that Jesus 

has been raised from 

the dead, If the women 

instructed to spread the 

news are too afraid? 
 

These questions and 

more will be addressed 

as we work our way 

through Mark’s gospel, 

Sunday by Sunday, and 

one excerpt at a time. 
 

You gain a different understanding of 

the book if you read it or hear it in 

one sitting, which is how it was 

intended to be experienced. 
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(Continued on next page) 

A 21st-century icon of St Mark the   
Evangelist.  A winged lion has 

traditionally been the symbol of 
Mark’s gospel. 
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                        Director of Music 
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                             Assistant 
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                              Administrator 

Spring Smith—Sexton 
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Council Members 

•Jan Dorr, President 

•Lee Magnus, Vice President 

•Gary Ruhl, Secretary 

•Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 

•Toni Durilla, Financial   
                         Secretary 

•Robert Burke 

•Pastor Paul Gibson 

•Anne Ruhl 

•Lynne Tallon 

The culture in the first century AD 

was still almost exclusively oral; 

only five percent of the world’s 

population could read and write.  

We know that Mark’s gospel was 

created, not to be read, but to be 

heard; to be told aloud and heard 

from beginning to end. 
 

I’m thrilled that, on Sunday, 

January 21, the 

members and 

friends of 

Trinity, and the 

people of St 

Petersburg, will 

have the 

opportunity to 

experience this; 

to hear the 

whole story 

performed by a 

professional actor. 
 

John Robinson has offered 

dramatic readings of the King 

James Version of the Gospel of 

Mark in North Carolina and, 

because he’s a good friend of 

one of our members, he’s going 

to do it here, as well. 
 

If that weren’t enough to make 

the day exciting, another 

member of the congregation has 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

invited one of their relatives to 

spend some time with us that day. 
 

The Presiding Bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, Elizabeth Eaton, will be 

in the Tampa Bay region to install 

Pedro Suarez as the new bishop of 

the Florida-Bahamas synod on 

Saturday the 20th.  She will 

worship with 

us the 

following day 

and stay for a 

light lunch 

after worship 

so that 

people can 

meet her and 

speak to her. 
 

Make plans 

to be with us 

on Sunday, January 21, 2018.  It 

will be quite a day.  Worship at 10 

a.m., with the Presiding Bishop in 

attendance; lunch with the same 

bishop starting at 11:30, followed 

by a performance of Mark’s gospel 

at 1 p.m. 
 

The new year is off to a great start. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

 

 
O God, we pray for a broader vision of the needs of humanity, and a 
deeper compassion to fill those needs; for a planting of the seeds of 
concern for all humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of 
generosity. May we live together as people who have been forgiven a 
great debt. May we be gentle, walking softly with one another. May we 
be understanding, lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow or cause to 
flow needless tears. May we be as anxious for the rights of others as 
we are for our own. May we be as eager to forgive as we are to seek 
forgiveness. May we know no barriers of creed or race or sex, that 
our love may be like Yours — a love that sees all people as Your 
children and our kin. May we be ministers of humanity.  
                                                                                        —Peter Marshall  

ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  
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“God made you 
as you are in 

order to use you 
as he planned.”  
—J.C. Macauley  

“Use what talent 
you possess. The 
woods would be 
very silent if no 

birds sang except 
those who sang 

best.” 
—Henry Van Dyke  

The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little dog, out for 
a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the itchy spot was accessible 
only to a hind leg. So, while still walking, the pup tried to scratch and 
tumbled over, rolling a couple of times before coming to rest.  
 

In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes about 
the church as the body of Christ, and of the importance of each 
member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced while 
walking, so the church needs all the different God-given gifts of its 
members: preachers and teachers, friendly visitors, generous givers, 
musicians and singers, wise parents and imaginative children, people to 
produce and distribute meals, newsletters, lesson materials, and on and 
on.  
 

When we start thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t 
necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble!  

Altar guild:  Set up the altar linens and preparation for communion 
 
Decorations:  Decorate tables in fellowship hall for special 
occasions 
 
Fellowship:  provide refreshments, set up before or clean up after 
fellowship 
 
Back-up teller for when teller is not available 
 
Flowers: sign up to provide flowers on the altar only $35 per 
Sunday 
 
Food Pantry: Help stock and distribute 
food & clothing – especially on Friday 
 
Sunday servants:  Acolytes, Assisting 
Ministers, Lectors, Greeters, Ushers 
 
Visitation:  Visit sick and homebound 
 
 

Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it 
                                                                                                                     1 Corinthians 12:27 
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December Events at Trinity 

Celebrating 

Monaye Kearse’s 

early graduation 

from High School. 

Decorating the 

Christmas tree 

Joining with Lutheran Church of the Cross for caroling at the Lutheran apartments 
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Feed My Sheep 

Update 

Our food/clothing pantry is continuing to grow. We 

help close to 100 people weekly. The many loyal 

volunteers are kept busy shopping, sorting, 

packaging but most importantly making a 

personal connection with our community. 

Recently we have begun each opening with a 

prayer circle in front of church. Several of our 

friends have asked to lead prayer and the circle 

continues to grow.  We have been blessed with 

donations of goods and money which helps defray 

the cost of running the pantry. Currently we are in 

In November we learned that 

the nearly 50-year-old Moller 

organ now requires a complete 

re-leathering of the pipe 

chests.  We are fortunate that 

this did not occur before now, 

as the usual life of leather 

from the 1960's is 30 to 40 

years.  In organs such as 

Trinity's, which have a type of 

action known as "electro-

pneumatic" there is a leather 

disc with a stopper below each 

pipe.  In time the leather 

becomes brittle and cracks, 

admitting extra air or, in the case of a 

complete collapse, no air at all.  At this point, 

all of the leather discs must be replaced, a 

labor-intensive operation.  In order to help 

fund this work, and to celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the organ we 

are planning a number of concerts 

over the course of 2018.  The 

music director will present at least 

two programs, and our supply 

organist Linda Pointer has agreed 

to play a recital at a very 

reasonable fee.  We are in 

negotiation with other musicians to 

play recitals as well.  It should be 

noted that, even with the cost of 

periodic re-leatherings, real pipe 

organs are far cheaper to maintain 

over time than electronic pseudo-

instruments, which must be replaced in their 

entirety every 20 years or so.  

Tom Hall 
Organist and Director of Music 

339 people were served in December  

need of men's clothing: T-shirts, Polo shirts, jeans 

(size 32-36), sweatshirts, shoes (sizes 9-101/2), 

underwear and socks. As the weather gets colder 

we also need blankets, warm gloves, and stocking 

caps. If you can provide any of these items, see 

Lynne Tallon or bring the items to church (label 

them for the food pantry.)  As the new year 

approaches we ask for God's guidance as we 

continue this ministry. 

                     Alan Due and Lynne Tallon  
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Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at 

what they see: heaven on earth, earth in 

heaven, humanity in God, God in humanity, 

one whom the whole universe cannot 

contain now enclosed in a tiny body. As 

they look ... their symbolic gifts bear 

witness: incense for God, gold for a king, 

myrrh for one who is to die.  

 

 Pass on the word of encouragement in an honest compliment ....  
 
Pass on the look of encouragement in a generous smile ....  
 
Pass on the touch of encouragement in a hearty handshake ....  
 
Pass on the kindness of encouragement in a thoughtful deed ....  
 
And let the encouragement of Christ flow through you.  

Yes!  It’s finally coming!    
Thank you for your patience,  

there was a delay due to “Irma.”   
We now expect the directory at the 

beginning of January.  

 
   Trinity’s  
annual meeting 
 
January 28, 2018 
 
Immediately after 
worship 
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JANUARY SERVERS (Note openings for flowers and fellowship) 

1/1  Helena Barlee 

1/1  John Hill 

1/2  Spring Smith 

1/9  Timothy Rowe 

1/13  Ruth Wilson 

1/17  Brendan Hall 

1/22  Regina Anderson 

1/23  Alex Barlee 

1/24  Norman Bertoluzzi 

1/24  Lisa Valentine 

“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning 
but a going on, with all the wisdom that 
experience can instill in us.”  
                                              —Hal Borland  

  January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28 

Acolyte Brendan Hall Matthew Reitz Alan Due Karen Toth 

Assisting 
Ministers Lynne Tallon Matthew Reitz Alan Due 

Karen Toth           
Phil Rearick 

Lector 
Leah Heinicke Daryl Stewart Amanda Moffitt Pastor Tom Snapp 

Greeters Tyra Humphrey    
Betty Napolitano 

Bert Bertoluzzi   
Vanneita Anderson 

Gary Ruhl                    
Anne Ruhl 

Jennifer Durilla    
Pat Kapfhammer 

Ushers Vanneita Anderson       
Tyra Humphrey     
Helen Mowrer      

Betty Napolitano     
Rebecca Reitz 

Vanneita Anderson     
Bert Bertoluzzi         

Pat Kapfhammer    
Bety Napolitano    

Rebecca Reitz 

Jennifer Durilla     
Toni Durilla           

Rebecca Reitz            
Anne Ruhl              
Gary Ruhl  

Jennifer Durilla      
Toni Durilla           

Pat Kapfhammer     
Rebecca Reitz     
Matthew Reitz 

Flowers         

Fellowship          
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Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Church 

office hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

1 
   

 

2 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
  
  
  

3 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew n’ 
Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study  
  

4 
  
  
  

5 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

6  
  
 
 
 
 

8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

7 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship  

 
  
  

8 
  
  
  

9 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

10 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew n’ 
Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study  
  

11 
  
  
  

1210 am 

Food Pantry 

 
  
  

13 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast   
9 am 
Congregation 

breakfast 

  

14 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship / 
Blessing of Quilts    
  
  

15  
M L King Jr 
Day 
 

Office 
closed 
 

6 pm 
Council 

16 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

17 
  8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 

Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study   

18 
  
  
  

19 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

20 
8 am Loaves & 
Fishes 

breakfast   
(12 pm 
Wedding) 

2 pm Bishop 

Installation  

21 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
Presiding Bishop 
Visit 

1 pm Gospel of 
Mark dramatization 

 

22 
Newsletter 
deadline  

 
  
  

23 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

24 
8:15 am Men’s 
breakfast 

9:30 am Sew n’ 
Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study   

25 
  
  
  

26 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

27 
8 am Loaves & 

Fishes 

breakfast    
  

28 
8:30 am Choir 
9 am Bible study 

10 am Worship   
11 am Annual 
meeting 

 
  
  

29 

 
  
  

30 
  
10 am Food 

Pantry  

31 
  8:15 am Men’s 

breakfast 
9:30 am Sew n’ 

Sews    
6 pm Supper 

Study   

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  


