
  

 

"Whereas you have been forsaken 

and hated…I will make you an 

everlasting pride, a joy from 

generation to generation.”   

(Isaiah 60:15, NASB translation) 
 

This verse, which is part of a 

message of consolation and hope 

to the people of ancient Israel, 

has been claimed in recent years 

by the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 

transgender communities. 
 

“Gay Pride” celebrations are 

usually scheduled at the end of 

June to honor an event that 

happened in June of 1969.  Some 

of us in Florida would prefer a cool 

day in February, but this is the 

fourth year that Trinity has played 

an active role in the Gay Pride 

celebrations in St. Petersburg. 
 

Now that marriage equality is a 

“done deal” and churches even 

have the courage to call 

transgender pastors, some might 

think that there’s no longer a 

need for Gay Pride.  But many of 

God’s children are still waiting to 

be treated with love and respect; 

someone even made a threat of 

violence against this year’s Pride 

parade. 
 

Trinity isn’t only concerned with 

making the LGBTQ communities 

feel welcome in worship; we are 

committed to helping all 

marginalized persons and 

communities know that they are 
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loved and claimed by God: the 

homeless and the poor, the mentally 

and physically challenged, 

immigrants and refugees. 
 

Jesus makes it explicitly clear, in 

Matthew 25, that a day will come 

when Christians will be “judged” for 

how we have honored or dishonored 

such people: “Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.” 
 

Which is why it is shocking when 

political figures who are devout 

Christians use scripture to promote 

injustice and stand by in silence 

when some of God’s children are 

denigrated as “animals” and 

stereotyped as “criminals.” 
 

When hatred and fear were used to 

stimulate national pride in Germany 

in the 1930s, many Lutherans were 

unsure how to respond.  While some 

felt that the church should isolate 

itself from social and political issues, 

others could not.  Some German 

Christians embraced the ideas of the 

Nazi government, while others 

explicitly rejected them. 
 

The Lutherans who felt they could not 

stand by silently when their 

government acted in ways contrary to 

God’s desires for humanity elected to 

join with other German Christians to 

draft a document now known as the 

“Barmen Declaration.”   
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

Paul Gibson—Pastor 

Lynne Tallon—Deacon 

Thomas E. Hall—Organist &  

                        Director of Music 

Kim Forcino—Administrative                   
                             Assistant 

Azur H. Abdic’ - Facility   

                              Administrator 

Spring Smith—Sexton 

Gayle Nelson—Missionary 

 

 

 

Council Members 

•Lisa Johnson, President 

•Jan Dorr, Vice President 

•Daryl Stewart, Secretary 

•Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 

•Toni Durilla, Financial   
                         Secretary 

•Robert Burke 

•Barbara Macomb 

•Lee Magnus 

•Pastor Paul Gibson 

 

While the document affirmed 

Martin Luther’s understanding of 

the proper roles of church and 

government—that both are put in 

place to implement God’s desires 

in the world—the Barmen 

Declaration did not reflect 

Luther’s belief that the church 

was called to speak and to act 

when the government failed in its 

commission to protect and 

provide for all of God’s children. 
 

Many Christians find the current 

political environment of the 

United States to be distressing; 

some find it unbearable.  A wide 

spectrum of religious leaders, 

liberal and conservative, 

progressive and fundamentalist, 

recently worked together to draft 

a document called “Reclaiming 

Jesus: A Confession of Faith in a 

Time of Crisis.”  In language 

similar to that of the Barmen 

Declaration, it affirms that: 
 

“The church’s role is to change the 

world through the life and love of 

Jesus Christ. The government’s 

role is to serve the common good 

by protecting justice and peace, 

rewarding good behavior while 

restraining bad behavior. When 

that role is undermined by 

political leadership, faith leaders 

must stand up and speak out.” 
 

The document is, without 

question, a rebuke of the current 

political administration, and that 

might make many people 

uncomfortable.  While the 

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA has 

signed a document objecting to 

the practice of “family 

separation,” she has not made 

any statements in support of or in 

opposition to “Reclaiming Jesus.” 
 

While I try very hard not to make 

political statements in my 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

sermons, I believe that all citizens 

in a democracy should make their 

voices heard regarding 

government policies and actions 

that they support or reject.  

Christians can and should 

respond to how their elected 

leaders perform their duties. 
 

I was able to attend the worship 

service that launched the 

“Reclaiming Jesus” initiative.  I 

also participated in the 

“Reclaiming Jesus” prayer vigil 

outside the White House. 
 

I did these things, not because I 

am a “lefty liberal” Democrat, but 

for the same reason that I 

participate in Gay Pride events—I 

am a Christian leader who does 

not want my church or my faith to 

be misused and misrepresented. 
 

I encourage all of you to read and 

discuss the “Reclaiming Jesus” 

document.  I will not print it in the 

church’s newsletter, but I will 

make it available to anyone who 

asks for it.  Those of you who are 

tech-savvy can also find it at 

reclaimingjesus.org 
 

All human beings and all of 

creation are cherished by the God 

who created them.  When God’s 

children are denied justice and 

God’s creation is harmed, God is 

grieved.   
 

Followers of Jesus are called, not 

only to humbly serve their 

neighbor, but also to love their 

enemies and pray for their 

persecutors.  Our engagement 

with our culture and our society 

must be done out of love and with 

a desire for peace. 
 

Much of Isaiah 65 is not relevant 

in the 21st century—I, for one, 

(Continued on next page) 
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have no desire to “suck the milk of nations” and “suck the breasts of kings.”  But I pray for the day 

when the ideals of verse 18 become our reality: 
 

“Violence shall no more be heard in your land, devastation or destruction within your borders; you 

shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.” 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Pastor Paul 

Pastor Paul continued from page 2: 

 

Trinity Indoor Picnic 
Sunday, July 22nd 

 
Let’s celebrate our God, our country 
and our church community with an 

indoor gathering after worship. We will 
gather in Redeemer Hall, a nice cool 

and insect-free space. Bring your 
favorite summer dish to share (sign-up 

in Fellowship Hall). Proteins will be 
provided. 



4 

 

 

Feed My Sheep 

 Update 

 

Thank you for the tuna fish 

donations given during the 

month of June. We will be 

"Popping" in July and ask for 

Pop Tart donations. The 

favorite flavor is strawberry, 

with brown sugar cinnamon a 

close second. Please put your 

donation in the basket by the 

Peace Pole in the sanctuary 

or in the red bucket in the 

narthex. 

 

The reorganizing of the food 

pantry has begun. Most of the 

second room has been 

cleaned and ready for the 

transfer of clothing and for 

set-up. It is hoped that a work 

day can be set for the week 

of July 9th. Look for more 

updates in the Sunday 

bulletin and on the bulletin 

board. 

 

 

How do we measure the 

success of a project like our 

food pantry? Is it in the 

donations of food and 

clothing; the volunteers who 

come weekly to help; the 

partnership of churches 

working together; the 

community support with the 

St. Petersburg Free Clinic - all 

of the above are vital to 

continue this outreach to our 

community. When you see 

the faces of those we serve 

as they gather for prayer 

before each days opening, or 

when they join us for Bible 

study or worship on Sunday 

morning you feel the 

presence of the Holy Spirit 

guiding our path to serve as 

Jesus served, this proclaims 

our mission. 

Blessings,  
Alan Due and  
Lynne Tallon  

This past month we provided food and clothing for 282 friends. 

 

A prayer for the 4th 

Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the truth and the life; hear us as we pray for the truth 

that shall make all free. Teach us that liberty is not only to be loved but also to be lived. 

Liberty is too precious a thing to be buried in books. It costs too much to be hoarded. 

Help us see that our liberty is not the right to do as we please, but the opportunity to 

please to do what is right. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        —Peter Marshall, before the U.S. Senate  
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The first phase of work on the 

organ restoration will begin in 

July.  This is indeed fortunate, as 

three pipes have failed in June 

due to the deteriorating leather.

(This is the second such failure; 

another was corrected out of the 

regular maintenance budget last 

year.)   

 

Although the work can be done 

in phases, it is important to 

remember that all of the leather 

must be replaced in order to 

keep the instrument functioning. 

So far, we have raised $6,000 

toward the renovation, but 

$40,000 is needed.  We will 

have more fundraising events in 

the future, but we need to reach 

out to the wider community.  If 

you are aware of any 

businesses or organizations to 

which we should reach out, 

please contact me.  Everyone's 

help is greatly appreciated. 

 

Hearty thanks to everyone who 

helped make it possible for 

Brendan Hall to attend the 

piano institute at Florida State 

University.  Brendan  attended 

the institute from 10-23 June. 

As part of the elite "piano-plus" 

program, Brendan had four 

lessons each week with Dr. 

Stijn De Cock, professor of 

piano at Florida State. Brendan 

practiced an average of seven 

hours each day and reports 

that he has made great strides 

in his technique, and firmed up 

the program for his college 

auditions.  

 

The  Florida State University 

College of Music ranks as one 

of the top five music schools  in 

the United States.  By the way, 

our soprano section leader, 

Lauren Brautigam, is 

spending the month of July in 

Tallahassee working on a 

masters degree at Florida 

State 

 

Due to the generosity of an 

anonymous donor, we are 

able to have one of our 

section leaders as soloist on 

several Sundays during the 

summer.  Lauren Brautigam 

was here on June 17 and will 

return on August 19.  We look 

forward to having Mary Wyant 

with us on July 8.  The gift will 

provide for a soloist on one 

more Sunday, which has yet 

to be scheduled.   

 

The music library is finally in 

shape on the third floor. 

Problems of furniture 

placement were resolved 

during June, and the shelves 

constructed by Azur are 

serving well.   

Tom Hall 
Director of  Music 

 

Usable gas powered lawn 

equipment—an edger and 

leaf blower to be used to 

maintain our landscape. 

Please contact the church 

office (822-3307) if you 

can help. 

KEEPING BOUNDARIES 

Trinity is known in our local community for its many services to 

the poor and the homeless, and they are ministries of which we 

should be very proud.  At the same time, we must not be afraid or 

ashamed of maintaining strict boundaries concerning when we 

will and will not do those ministries. 

 

Recently, a number of clients from our food pantry and Saturday 

breakfast have joined us at worship and/or fellowship time; that 

must be encouraged and they should be warmly welcomed.  But 

no worshipper should be made uncomfortable by requests for 

assistance for food or money. 

 

We are setting up ways we can help Sunday visitors while 

maintaining boundaries on our ministries.  In the meantime, 

know that you should direct people to Alan Due or Lynne Tallon if 

they ask you for food or money on a Sunday morning. 
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Lately, I’ve been 

thinking about my 

children quite a bit.  

Maybe because I 

recently learned 

that I am to be a 

grandmother for 

the first time (woo-

hoo!).  This, I think 

has caused me to 

think of my children not as they are now, but 

as they were when they were growing up.  It 

certainly was a very busy time trying to keep 

track of five babies, all at one time, and then 

as toddlers, and as they grew.   

 

The thing I think I miss most, however, are 

those “firsts.”  You know, those first steps, 

those first words – things like that.  I had 

baby books for each one in which to write 

those things but they went largely untouched. 

While I did see those “baby steps” as my 

children grew and celebrated as each child 

conquered a new skill, I never seemed to find 

the time nor energy to write down all of those 

wonderful “baby-steps”.  Remember who did 

what when or who was the first to do such 

and such?  That is lost in the vortex of time or 

maybe just the cobwebs of my mind.  I think 

that’s one reason why it is so important to 

me to write things down, celebrate, and 

remember the “baby-steps” my students here 

at Luther High School accomplish.   

 

Recently we had a visit from our supervisor 

from the United States.  As he and I sat in the 

teacher’s lounge discussing how things were 

going here in Japan, a student walked in to 

see me.  Hirono is one of the first students I 

met when I came to Luther High. It was the 

end of the school year and I had not yet 

started teaching as I was still in the 

orientation period of my time in Japan.  We 

tried to talk with each other but my Japanese 

was very limited as was her English.  When 

the new school year began, 

we would pass each other in 

the hallway frequently.  I 

would ask her how she was 

and she would always say, 

“I’m hungry” no matter if she 

had just finished lunch or not.  When Hirono 

came into the lounge, I introduced her to my 

supervisor, Franklin.  He immediately began 

speaking with her in Japanese.  He then taught 

her ordinal numbers in English from one to five.  

She was so happy!   

 

For a while after that, when we saw each other 

in the hall, Hirono would always count in ordinal 

numbers as Franklin had taught her.  It was a 

baby-step but she remembered and she 

practiced so that she would remember.   We 

high fived every time – our quick way of 

celebrating.  Eventually, I pushed her to learn 

more and she was more than willing to try.  Now 

Hirono can count to twenty using ordinal 

numbers and pronounces each one perfectly.  

“th” is not a sound that is in the Japanese 

language nor is “nd”, “x”, or “v”, and “r” is 

pronounced in a very different way than it is in 

English.   But Hirono doesn’t give up.  Now 

Hirono is truly hungry – hungry to learn more!  

This is such an accomplishment for her, so we 

celebrated and I wrote it down.   

 

This “baby-step” has led Hirono and me to try to 

talk to each other and teach each other our 

native languages.  Both of us are experiencing 

“baby-steps” now.  What a joy it is to really get 

to know, Hirono!  

 

Gayle Nelson, 
Missionary in Japan 

Thoughts from Our 

Missionary 
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“Thank You” to our 

Pride Parade 

volunteers: Lisa & 

Whitney Johnson, 

Doug & Kim Forcino 

and their grand-

daughter Paige, 

Ashley DiNoto, Barb 

Macomb, Lynne 

Tallon, Pastor Paul, 

and members of St. 

Paul’s, Clearwater. 
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JULY SERVERS 

7/1  

7/8  

7/15 Marie Hunt 

7/22 Jan & Don Dorr 

7/29  

  July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29 

Acolyte Brendan Hall Sean Reynolds Lynne Tallon Phil Rearick Danny Burtless 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Matthew Reitz 
Sean Reynolds 
Lynne Tallon 

Sister Michelle Collins              
Lynne Tallon 

Phil Rearick Doug Forcino 

Lector Daryl Stewart Sean Reynolds Sister Michelle Collins Amanda Moffitt Craig Mowrer 

Greeters Ashley DiNoto    
Tyra Humphrey 

Carol Bertoluzzi 
Pat Kapfhammer 

Jenn Durilla         
Betty Napolitano 

Leah Heinicke 
Janet Crim 

Bert Bertoluzzi 
Vanneita Anderson 

Ushers Ashley DiNoto    
Tyra Humphrey 
Helen Mowrer 
Rebecca Reitz,  
Daryl Stewart 

Amanda Moffitt 
Janet Crim     

Ashley DiNoto  
Leah Heinicke     

Pat Kapfhammer 

Toni Durilla   
Vanneita Anderson             

Jen Durilla              
Tyra Humphrey     

Betty Napolitano 

Amanda Moffitt 
Janet Crim        

Leah Heinicke     
Pat Kapfhammer 

Helen Mowrer 

Toni Durilla  
Vanneita  Anderson 

Bert Bertoluzzi    
Jen Durilla        

Betty Napolitano 

 7/02 Suzanne Bohning 

7/03 Vanneita Anderson 

7/05 Arlene James 

7/07 Mishelle Richards 

7/10 Neslin Wainwright 

7/17 Paul Wenger 

7/21 Jan Dorr 

7/25 Danielle Anderson 

7/28 Clark Leips 

7/30 Alice Colley 
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Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 
Church office hours: 

Monday -Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
9 AM  Bible 
Study 
10 AM  Worship 
Bake Sale 
Handbell Mtg. 

2 
 
 

3 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

4 
 

5 6 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

7 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes Breakfast 

8 
  
9 AM  Bible 
Study 
10 AM  Worship 
 
  

9 
  
  

10 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

11 
 
 
 
6 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

12 13 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

14 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes Breakfast 
8 AM Ronald 
McDonald House 
Breakfast 

15 
 
9 AM  Bible 
Study 
10 AM  Worship 

16 
 
 
 
6:30 PM  
Church 
Council 

17 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

18 
 
 
 
6 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

19 
 
 
 
6:30 PM 
Confirmation 

20 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

21 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes Breakfast 
9 AM Congrega- 
tional Breakfast 

22 
 
9 AM  Bible 
Study 
10 AM  Worship 
Indoor Church 

Picnic 

23 24 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

25 
 
 
 
6 PM  
Suppertime 
Study 

26 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM 
Confirmation 
 

27 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

28 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes Breakfast 
 

29 
9 AM  Bible 
Study 
10 AM  Worship 
Band of Angels 
Mtg. 

30 
  
  

31 
 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
  
  

        

  


