
  

 

As Jesus was teaching the people in 

the temple and telling the good news, 

the chief priests and the scribes 

came with the elders and said to him, 

“Tell us, by what authority are you 

doing these things? Who is it who 

gave you this authority?”   

                                          (Luke 20:1-2) 
 

As we do our best to live as 

Christians in the 21st century, 

these are important questions. If 

the people around us aren't 

asking them of us, we're probably 

asking them of ourselves. How do 

I know this is what God wants me 

to do? Who has given me the 

authority to speak and to act for 

God? 
 

They are tough questions for any 

of us. They are questions that can 

keep pastors awake at night. We 

stand up in front of a 

congregation and have the 

audacity to proclaim, "Thus saith 

the Lord..." 
 

Because I want to courageously 

proclaim God's will and God's 

desires to the people who come to 

Trinity to hear the good news, I 

am attending the 2018 "Festival 

of Homiletics" in Washington DC, 

May 21-25. 
 

Since that's also the week when I 

should be writing my newsletter 

article, you get to read some 

highlights from the first two days 

of the conference. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 

727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 

"Homiletics" is the science of 

preaching. It asks why pastors 

preach and how they can best 

preach. The Festival of Homiletics is 

an annual event that draws pastors 

of all denominations from the US and 

Canada. Famous preachers 

demonstrate their skill and famous 

authors and professors encourage us 

all to do a better job of 

communicating the good news of 

God's love. 
 

This is my first time attending the 

Festival; I hope and pray it is not my 

last.  In only the first two days, I have 

learned a lot and been given tools to 

pass my learning on to others. 
 

The theme of this year’s conference 

is “Preaching and Politics.”  While 

addresses from senators Cory Booker 

and Elizabeth Warren have been 

moving, the discussion of preaching 

has also been exciting. 
 

A word that has come up a lot is 

“hermeneutics,” which is described 

as the lenses through which we read 

the Bible and try to understand the 

God who inspired its words.  What 

guides our interpretation and 

understanding? 
 

Martin Luther is famous for saying 

“sola scriptura”—that the Bible should 

be our one and only tool for 

understanding God.  At the time, he 

was working against the corrupt 

influence of the traditions of the 
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Roman Catholic church—traditions 

that had been elevated above the 

importance of even the Bible. 
 

In the 1700s, the founder of the 

Methodist church, John Wesley, 

put forward his famous 

“quadrilateral,” the four things on 

which Christians should rely to 

have a healthy understanding of 

God.  The four points of the 

Wesleyan quadrilateral are 

scripture, tradition, reason, and 

experience.  Wesley encouraged a 

balanced use of the Bible and the 

traditions passed down to us over 

centuries of Christianity, plus the 

use of our God-given brains and 

the valuing of our life experience. 
 

On the first evening of the Festival 

of Homiletics, the Roman Catholic 

monk and author Richard Rohr 

challenged his mostly Protestant 

audience of pastors to throw away 

the quadrilateral and start 

pedaling a tricycle. He warned us 

that, in much the same way that 

the church’s traditions had 

become too much of a focus in 

the time of Luther, human reason 

now holds too much power over 

us in the modern era.  Even 

though we know God speaks to 

our hearts, we’ve come to trust 

our brains more than our hearts. 

So, Richard Rohr's hermeneutical 

tricycle ignores reason.  For him, 

the only question is which wheel 

will be on the front of our tricycle 

to control its steering. 
 

Our over-reliance on wisdom has 

caused us to distrust our own life 

experience.  Rohr encourages us 

to make scripture and tradition 

the two stabilizing back wheels of 

our trike, and to let our own life 

experience steer the vehicle to 

where God wants it to go. He 

reminded us that the apostle Paul 

had an experience of Jesus Christ 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

with enough power to make him 

re-evaluate his religious 

scriptures and his religious 

tradition.  We should believe that 

God wants to do the same for us. 
 

We’ve become such a reasonable 

society that we’re less inclined to 

believe how much we are loved 

by God.  One of my jobs as a 

pastor and a preacher is to 

empower you to trust your own 

experience of God; to help you 

trust that God does want to speak 

to you and be active in your life. 
 

The First Letter of John cautions 

us to “test the spirits,” so that we 

are not too easily led astray.  In 

recent years, we have seen the 

power of a complete reliance on 

our individual feelings to send us 

off into perilous places.  Some 

would say the last presidential 

election was won by feelings 

rather than reason. 
 

Luther advises us to rely on the 

wisdom of our church family to 

keep us from going down any 

wrong paths on our own.  Rohr 

reminds us that there still is a 

role for our God-given brains. 
 

We are to be reasonable about 

our use of scripture, of tradition, 

and, most of all, of experience.  

We are to critique our own 

experience and our congregation 

can and should help us to do that.  

Only by listening to all of our 

individual experiences of the 

divine can we hope to have a 

healthy and well-rounded 

understanding of God. God loves 

each one of us and wants to 

change all of our lives for the 

better.  But there are forces in 

this world that fear that change 

because they have a vested 

interest in maintaining the status 

quo. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Richard Rohr ended his talk on understanding 

the Bible and understanding God by quoting an 

unexpected source, the scandalous author D. H. 

Lawrence, who wrote: 

“The world fears a new experience more 

than it fears anything.   The world doesn't 

fear a new idea. It can pigeon-hole any 

idea. But it can't pigeon-hole a real new 

experience.” 
 

Pastor Paul continued from page 2: 

 

Get ready for another yummy 
Sunday treat! 

 
The Band of Angels will be holding a bake 
sale in the fellowship hall after church on 

Sunday, July 1st. Be prepared for lots of 
delicious treats. Proceeds will go toward 
the Pastor’s discretionary fund, the 
organ fund, and the Angel tree.   

May God give you a genuinely new experience of 

how much you are loved, an experience that 

compels you to share with others the good news 

that you have heard. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

If summer storms make you or a loved one nervous, the perspective one mom 
offered her young son might help.  
 

Though lightning can be harmful, God created it for good: The powerful 
electricity converts unusable nitrogen to nitrate, which plants need for growth 
and human bodies use to produce proteins.  
 

The boy was still uncertain, so Mom continued. “Did you know there’s lightning 
in heaven?” (See the description of John’s vision in Revelation 4:5.)  
 

“And nothing in heaven can hurt,” said the boy, catching on.  
 

Mom added, “Plus, lightning reminds me that Jesus is coming. Matthew (24:27, 
NIV) says, ‘As lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man.’”  
 

This summer, as lightning brightens the sky, reassure yourself — or a child — 
of lightning’s purpose and wonder.  
 
                                             —Based on “I’m Afraid of Thunder and Lightning,”  
                                                               Family Time Story Devotions  
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Feed My Sheep 

 Update 

The Food Pantry is getting 

ready to move into the 

adjoining room this month. 

We will need helpers to 

accomplish this task. 

Looking at the calendar, 

Saturday, June 9 appears 

open. We will meet at 10am 

and stay as long as you can. 

I'll have a sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board. 
 

Our "Feed My Sheep" began 

with individual contributions, 

next we were blessed with a 

portion of the BP settlement 

assigned to Trinity. We have 

been good stewards of these 

funds, but at this time we are 

coming to the end of the 

financial road. We do have a 

grant writing team who are 

filling out applications in the 

hopes of a corporate 

donation, but in the 

meantime we still have 100 

clients per week who depend 

collection is located by the 

Peace Pole in the Sanctuary. 
 

As we come to the summer 

months there will be a 

shortage of volunteers, if you 

are available on Tuesdays or 

Fridays between 10am and 

noon, please contact Lynne 

Tallon (727-343-1060) or  

Lynnesaim@verizon.net.  
 

I want to personally thank 

everyone for the continued 

support of this outreach 

program. Many lives have 

been changed and a bond 

has developed among not 

only our volunteers but the 

people we serve. May God 

continue to guide us as we 

make decisions for the 

future of our pantry. 

Blessings,  
Alan Due and  
Lynne Tallon  

on our food pantry. The cost 

to feed these friends is 

approximately $200 a week. 

I'm asking you to pray about 

how we can continue God's 

work through the pantry. If 

you can, make a financial 

contribution (cash or check 

please make checks payable 

to Trinity Lutheran Church 

and on the memo line write 

food pantry.) 
 

Thank you for your 

participation in the "PB in 

May" peanut butter and 

crackers drive. The month of 

June we will be "Swimming 

into Summer" and asking for 

Tuna Fish (canned with pop-

top lids), individual tuna 

packets, or individual tuna 

salad kits. Shopping 

suggestions include Dollar 

Tree, Save-a-Lot, Aldi's and 

Sam's Club. The basket for 

304 friends were given food and clothing during the month of May. 

 

“Rest is not idleness,” said John Lubbock, “and to lie sometimes on the grass on a 

summer day listening to the murmur of water or watching the clouds float across 

the sky is hardly a waste of time.”  
 

Most of us need more, not less, rest built into our daily routine. Only when we are 

quiet can we hear God’s whisper.  
 

Summer is a great time to find a peaceful, outdoor spot to read, rest and pray — 

even if only for a few minutes. God is eagerly waiting for us to make space for him.   

mailto:Lynnesaim@verizon.net
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Hearty thanks to all the 

members of the choir for their 

hard work during the 2017-

2018 season.  Choir members 

this year were Lauren 

Brautigam, Mary Cassaday 

Jones, and Nancy Soli, sopranos; 

Mary Wyant, Janet Crim, and 

Marty Snapp. altos; James 

Beaty, Tom Snapp, and 

Jonathan MacDonald, tenors; 

Javonta Jackson, Phil Rearick, 

Craig Mowrer, and Alan Soli, 

basses.  Sally Ehlke joined the 

choir as a mezzo-soprano for 

Christmas Eve.  The choir will 

take a break over the summer 

months, and return on 

September 9.  Highlights of the 

season included three 

Reformation-era anthems on 

Reformation Sunday (as well as 

leading the congregation in 

Reformation-era service music 

during October and November), 

A Christmas Eve concert with 

music spanning three centuries, 

several a capella works, 

including the closing voluntary 

on Passion Sunday, the 

challenging Jubilate Deo by Flor 

Peeters on Easter, and The 

heavens are Telling from 

Haydn's Creation on 

Pentecost.  We look forward to 

another challenging and joyous 

season beginning in September. 
 

Reorganization of the music 

library is ongoing in its new 

home on the third floor.  The 

reorganization provides the 

director with a good 

opportunity to review the 

materials in the library and 

consider how they can best be 

used during the next choir 

season.  This is perfect simmer 

work! 
 

At the organ demonstration on 

May 20, mention was made of 

the need to replace the leather 

pouches in the pitman wind 

chests.  Below are some 

pictures to illustrate what these 

pouches and the wind chests 

look like: 

Parts of the inside of a chest 

before the pouches have been 

put in place. 

Part of a chest fitted with new 

leather pouches.  The felt discs 

on top of the pouches are the 

stoppers which keep air from 

entering the pipes until the 

corresponding key is pressed. 

 
 

The top of a chest, where the 

pipes will be placed. 

 

Pipes sitting on a pitman 

wind chest. 

 

Windchests are not the only 

place leather is used in 

organs.  It is also found in 

various wind reservoirs and 

regulators, as well as in 

pneumatic switches. 
 

Tom Hall 
Director of Music 
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To be a steward/disciple is to be aware of all 

the gifts god has entrusted to you, and then to 

care for them and use them wisely for God’s 

purposes. This month we focus on our bodies. 

God has given each of us a physical body that, 

like an automobile, is a complex vehicle carries 

us along our road of life. To live the fullest life 

possible, like our cars, we need to take good 

care of our bodies.  
 

Evidence suggests that we in the United States 

have significant room for improvement. The 

World Health Organization ranks the United 

States 31st for life expectancy on a ranking of 

188 nations. And we are higher in our rates of 

cancer, obesity, diabetes, heart disease and 

other chronic medical conditions than many 

other developed nations. 
 

Of course, everybody gets sick sometimes, and 

many of us suffer from health problems that 

have nothing to do with how well we are taking 

care of ourselves. Genetics play an important 

role in our health, as do environment and other 

factors. 
 

With so many variables over which we have no 

control, it’s important that we do our best with 

the variables we can control.  
 

For June, dedicate yourselves to being a better 

steward of your body. Even if you are in generally 

good health now, you can always improve. Here 

are some ideas: 
 

• Get a physical. Once your doctor has checked 

your cholesterol, blood sugar, blood pressure, 

body-mass index and other important 

markers of health, she can help set priorities 

and make a plan. 

• Move it! Studies show that even small 

amounts of exercise improve health and 

wellbeing. Ask your doctor how much 

exercise is safe for you to start – or how fast 

you can ramp up.   

• Go on a diet. The dreaded “D” word. Fact is, 

our eating habits comprise our diet; the only 

question is whether it’s leading us to better 

or worse health. Learn about the nutritional 

value of the foods you now eat, and explore 

choices that are more healthful. Ask your 

doctor for recommendations. 

• Stop smoking. It’s the number one 

preventable health risk. Smoking is linked to 

cancers, high blood pressure, heart disease 

and other problems.  

• Sleep. Doctors say getting eight hours of 

shuteye does wonders for body and mind.  

• Pray and meditate. Spiritual disciplines lower 

your stress, which improves physical health, 

too. 

God gave us wonderful bodies to carry us 

through our life’s journey of discipleship. The 

better we care for it, the more fruitful our journey 

will be. 

 

--Rob Blezard 
 
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the 

bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and also works 

as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

Stewardship of our physical health 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
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JUNE SERVERS 

June 3  

June 10 Doug & Kim Forcino 

June 17 Yvonne Waters 

June 24 Ruth Wilson 

6/2/1950  Bert & Doris Bertoluzzi (68) 

  June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 

Acolyte Trudy Daniels Phil Rearick Danny Burtless Karen Toth 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Trudy Daniels     
Lynne Tallon 

Lynne Tallon           
Phil Rearick 

Alan Due 
Karen Toth             
Phil Rearick 

Lector Leah Heinicke Doug Forcino Alan Due Mishelle Richards 

Greeters Carol Bertoluzzi    
Sean Reynolds 

Trudy Daniels          
Bill Diefel 

Lynne Tallon      
Barbara Macomb 

Lisa Johnson           
Jan Dorr 

Ushers Jan Dorr           
Barbara Macomb    

Helen Mower       
Rebecca Reitz        
Sean Reynolds 

Trudy Daniels          
Bill Diefel         

Charlene Diefel     
Matthew Reitz      
Rebecca Reitz 

Janet Crim              
Lisa Johnson       

Barbara Macomb   
Matthew Reitz     
Rebecca Reitz 

Jan Dorr                  
Lisa Johnson       

Amanda Moffitt     
Rebecca Reitz       

Mishelle Richards 

6/1  Carla Gregory 

6/11  Auria Garcia 

6/11  Symphonie Garcia 

6/14  Marilyn Marshick 

6/16  Jacque Bishop 

6/16  Margo Sardo 

6/20  Calvin Cook 

6/20  Ardis Kelso 

6/22  Ann Gibson 

6/23  Betty Napolitano 

6/24  Azur Abdic 

6/28  Edwin Jarvis 

 Every man who desires to 
become a true father has 
to look continually to the 
Lord, that he might learn 
of him how to relate to 
his own children.  
             ―Sunday Adelaja  



8 

 

Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
10 am Food 
Pantry 
4:30 pm 
Wedding 
rehearsal 
  
  
  

2 
 8 am Loaves 
& Fishes 
Breakfast 
4 pm 
Wedding  
  
  

3 
 9 am Bible 
study 
10 am 
Worship  

4 
  
  
  

5 
10 am 
Food 
Pantry 
  
  

6 
8:15 am Men’s 
bkfst 
 6 pm Supper 
& study  

7 
  
  
  

8 
10 am Food 
Pantry  

9 
 8 am Loaves 
& Fishes 
Breakfast 
9 am 
Congregation 
bkfst 

10 
 9 am Bible 
study 
10 am 
Worship  

11 
  
  
  

12 
10 am 
Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  

13 
 8:15 am Men’s 
bkfst 
 6 pm Supper 
& study 

14 Flag Day 
 6:30 pm 
Confirmation 
class 

15 
10 am Food 
Pantry  
  

16 
8 am Loaves 
& Fishes 
Breakfast  
  

17 Father’s 
Day 
9 am Bible 
study 
10 am 
Worship 
  

18 
6:30 pm 
Council 
  
  
  

19 
10 am 
Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

20 Newsletter 
deadline 
  
 8:15 am Men’s 
bkfst 
 6 pm Supper 
& study 

21 
 6:30 pm 
Confirmation 
class 

22 
10 am Food 
Pantry 

 
  
  
  

23 
8 am Loaves 
& Fishes 
Breakfast  

24 
9 am Bible 
study 
10 am 
Worship 
  

25 
  
  
  

26 
10 am 
Food 
Pantry  
  

27 
8:15 am Men’s 
bkfst 
 6 pm Supper 
& study  

28 
  
  
  

29 
10 am Food 
Pantry  

30 
8 am Loaves 
& Fishes 
Breakfast 

Synod Assembly 

Synod Assembly 


