
  

 

What future do you ENVISION for 
Trinity? What do you think God 
ENVISIONS for us? 
 

In the midst of dark times for the 
ancient people of Israel, when they 
feared their nation might cease to 
exist, God spoke to them through 
the prophet Jeremiah and said: 
 

“I know the plans that I have for 
you, plans for your welfare and not 
for calamity, to give you a future 
and a hope.  You will call upon me 
and come and pray to me and I will 
listen to you.  You will seek me 
and find me when you search for 
me with all your heart.” 
(Jeremiah 29:11-12) 
 

It’s easy to become fearful or 
discouraged when we see so 
many good things happening 
within the walls of our church and 
so few people coming to enjoy 
them.  We want to believe that 
God has great plans for our future. 
 

Well, what if that’s true?  What if 
God is trying to share with us a 
divine vision of Trinity’s future and 
hope, but we aren’t hearing it? 
 

Would you be willing to commit 
yourself to an intentional program 
of daily prayer with the sole 
intention of discerning God’s plans 
for us as a congregation?   
 

What I’m talking about is the kind 
of prayer that we have been 
practicing in Lent, in which we sit 
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in silence in the presence of God, 
expecting God to speak to us.   
 

God says, “You will seek me and find 
me when you search for me with all 
your heart.”  We need to quiet the 
noisiness and busy-ness of our 
hearts and minds if we are going to 
open them completely to God. 
 

Pastor Rob Carlson, assistant to the 
bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod 
calls this “the most challenging kind 
of prayer that there is because it is no 
longer on our terms, in our time, or for 
us alone.  It is the kind of prayer by 
which we are compelled to simply be 
still, to listen, and to wait upon God.  
We show up and put all other things 
out of our minds so that we are not 
distracted when God comes to be 
with us.” 
 

This used to be a common form of 
prayer in the Christian church, but it’s 
a skill we’ve lost.  It will take 
commitment and practice for us to 
regain it.  There are no shortcuts; if 
we don’t think we can invest the time 
or we don’t sense any immediate 
“results,” we will become frustrated 
and give up.  But it is only through our 
persistence and discipline that this 
form of prayer can become a conduit 
that brings God to us and us to God. 
 

I am looking for members and friends 
of the congregation who will commit 
to learning about this form of prayer 
and to practicing it twice a day for at 
least ninety days.  We will pray 

(Continued on next page) 
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Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

together and on our own.  We will 
hold one another accountable for 
fulfilling the prayer commitment 
that we have made. 
 

Throughout the initial ninety days, 
there will be opportunities to pray 
together at the church on 
Tuesdays at midday and in the 
evening. 
 

God is inviting us to set out on an 
adventure to become the healthy 
and vibrant congregation that St. 
Petersburg needs.  But our 
vitality, focus, and purpose can 
only be created through a genuine 
trusting relationship with God that 
is formed by prayer. 
 

This is a first step in our synod’s 
“Envision Strategy for the 
Renewal of Congregations;” it is 
how we will learn to be a vibrant 
and healthy congregation for the 
21st century.  As the process 
continues, we will learn about 
Christian leadership and Christian 
discipleship.  We will explore the 
very nature of God and of our 
relationship with God.  We will 
discern God’s plans for this 
congregation and implement a 
process that makes those plans 
our reality. 
 

But the first step is prayer. 
 

If you want to know more about 
this form of prayer and what we 
will accomplish through a 
dedicated commitment to its 
practice, please plan to attend a 
meeting during fellowship time on 
Palm Sunday, April 14. 
 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

 

“LET US PRAY” 
 

We hear those 
words every 
time we gather 
for worship, 
but some may 
wonder what 
they mean.  
What is 
“prayer” and 
how do we do it? 
 

Prayer in worship usually consists 
of words spoken to God to give 
thanks for blessing or to ask for 
help in trouble.  When Jesus’ 
disciples asked him to teach them 
how to pray, he gave them a set 
of words that begin with “Our 
Father in heaven…” 
 

But the Bible tells us that Jesus 
would spend hours praying in 
solitude.  Surely, he wasn’t just 
saying the Lord’s Prayer over and 
over again.  The truth is that there 
are lots of different kinds of 
prayer, some using words and 
some not.   
 

We can pray using the carefully 
crafted words that someone has 
created for us, but we can also 
use our own words to form our 
prayers or allow the Bible to 
inspire them. 
 

There are forms of prayer in 
which the words used are not as 
important as the time set aside for 
using them.  The Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic churches 
encourage people to devote time 
to praying short phrases over and 
over again.  “Praying the rosary” 
is based on this kind of prayer, as 
is the repeated use of the words 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner,” 
which is known as the “Jesus 
Prayer.” 
 

The form of prayer that the 
congregation has been using in 
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Lent, and that some will commit to using in the 
days and weeks to come, doesn’t even rely on 
words.  “Contemplative prayer” is the attempt to 
move the mind away from words and images in 
order to be fully open to the presence of God. 
 

With all of these different forms of prayer, 
perhaps the most accurate definition of the word 
would be something like: “habitual and dedicated 
communication between God and the human 
spirit that is as much about listening to God as 
speaking to God.” 
 

Prayer should be a regular habit, not just 
something we do on Sundays.  We need to 
develop our relationship with God the same way 
we do with friends—by spending a lot of time 
together. 
 

But it takes dedication to develop the habit of 
prayer.  Our society seems determined to keep 
us moving at a fast pace; we need to 
deliberately set aside time for whatever form of 
prayer we choose to practice. 
 

Prayer is a two-way conversation between God 
and us; we speak to God and allow God to 
speak to us.  It doesn’t always happen in ways 
that our senses can perceive, but God promises 
to hear our prayers and respond to them. 
 

Look for ways that you can make prayer a thing 
that happens every day of your week, and not 
just on Sunday. 
 

Holy Week is an 
eight-day 
commemoration and 
celebration of the 
suffering, death, and 
resurrection of 
Jesus—the core 
events of the 
Christian faith. 

 

It begins on Palm Sunday, which is April 14th 
this year, when we remember the triumphal 
entry of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem and 
ponder how the crowd’s welcome of their 
Messiah so quickly turned to rejection. 
 

For those who wish to participate, our Palm 
Sunday service will begin outdoors at 10 o’clock, 
at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Fifth Street 

North.  After reading Luke’s account of Jesus 
riding into the city, we’ll sing songs and hymns 
as we walk first to the fellowship hall and then 
into the sanctuary.  Once we get there, the 
mood of the service will change dramatically in 
preparation for a reading of the entire passion 
narrative from Luke’s gospel, the account of 
Jesus’ arrest, trial, and execution. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th, is the day when 
the church commemorates the last meal that 
Jesus had with his disciples and the “new 
commandment” that he gave them: to love one 
another as he loved them.  “Maundy” is a 
variation of the Latin word for “commandment.” 
 

Our Thursday worship service is at 6:30 p.m.  
Before sharing the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, we will have the opportunity to 
wash one another’s hands, remembering how 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet.  The service 
will end with “the stripping of the altar,” a 
ceremonial way to remember the arrest of 
Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, as all 
decoration is removed from the chancel area of 
the church. 
 

Good Friday, April 19th, is a day to try and 
comprehend the love of God expressed in the 
suffering and death of Jesus Christ.  We will 
have services at 12:30 and at 6:30. The words 
and rituals of Good Friday are some of the 
most ancient liturgies of the Christian church; 
they feature the passion narrative from the 
gospel of John, prayers for all the people of the 
world, and the chanting of a text known as the 
“solemn reproaches.” 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 21st, those who can 
are invited to gather at Mirror Lake, two blocks 
south of the church, for a sunrise service that 
begins at 6:30 in the morning.  Between that 
service and our festive 10:00 service, breakfast 
will be served in Redeemer Hall.  The 10:00 
service will be a joyful celebration of 
resurrection and life in a sanctuary filled with 
music and adorned with lilies. 
 

That day marks the end of Holy Week, but only 
the beginning of the seven-week season of 
Easter leading to Ascension Day and 
Pentecost. 
 

Let Us Pray continued from page 2: 



4 

 

Notes from the Organ 
 Bench  
 
Mortimer the 
church mouse 
practicing his 
singing 

 
 

Little bits of our organ rebuilding have already 
started. Our organ both has a zymbelstern 
(bells that ring throughout a hymn verse) and 
chimes that can play individual notes and 
melodies. The chimes have not worked for 
many years (since at least the 1980’s) but are 
working again now. You will hear them soon. 
 

In April, we  would ask that you remember 
that we still are raising money for the organ, 
as we must pay back the loan from our funds. 
Please consider buying a pipe!  
 

In our worship on April 7th, we will be 
encouraged by the choir anthem to “Fight the 
good fight!” 
  
On the 14th, we will remember the triumphal 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, followed by the 
reading of the passion and the recognition 
that “He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” 
  
On the 21st, we will echo the psalmist’s 
words, “This is the day that the Lord hath 
made and we will rejoice and be glad,” by 
also singing, “Hallelujah! for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigns!” as we celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection with voices and instruments. 
 

Ron Turner 
Organist and 

Director of 
Music 

 

Meet the Choir 
Mary Cassaday Jones, MM, 
MBA, has sung in Trinity’s 
choir off and on since 
moving to Saint Petersburg 
in 1995. She served as 
“sopralto” section leader for 
a number of years, switching 
between sections as needed. 
In the old days of her 
membership with Trinity she 
also taught adult Sunday school and served as 
a Stephen Minister. More recently she helped 
reenergize the worship and music committee, 
wrote the job description for our new Music 
Minister and coordinated the recent Florida Pro 
Musica concert. She’s been singing with 
Florida Pro Musica for five years. She’s taught 
music at Cross Bayou Elementary School in 
Pinellas Park since 2002, where she also 
conducts a children’s chorus, a rock band, and 
a guitar club. She holds certifications in Orff 
Schulwerk, Modern Band, Technology in Music 
Education, and Education through Movement 
and is licensed to teach Music K-12 and 
Business Education 6-12. Prior to teaching, 
Mary directed marketing communications in a 
variety of industries and once ran a theater 
company. Throughout all this, she kept singing. 
She and her spouse, Tom Rutherford, married 
in 1990 on Mackinac Island, MI and lived on 
the shores of Lake Michigan for a few years 
before moving to warmer, sunnier Florida. Her 
oldest granddaughter, Brooke, will graduate 
from high school in May and is headed to 
Purdue University in the fall. 
 

Stephen Hewitt was born and raised in 
Nottingham, England, but  
also lived in Australia, France 
and Japan prior to moving to 
the U.S. His “Mum” and Dad 
live back in his hometown, 
but his brother and his 
husband recently moved to 
LA. Stephen and his 
husband live in St. 
Petersburg with their dog and cat. He has 
bachelor’s degrees in Japanese and French 
language, which involved study at many 
universities: Liverpool John Moores in the UK; 
Jean Moulin and the University of Lyon in 
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France; and Hokusei Gakuen in Sapporo, 
Japan. Stephen currently works as a MTSS 
math teacher at the Plato Academy in Palm 
Harbor helping kids who are struggling in 
math. 
 

He has had three singing teachers, two back 

in the U.K during university and one here in 

the U.S. Along with his music and work, 

Stephen  enjoys reading, going to the gym, 

and traveling. 
 

Meet other choir members in upcoming 
newsletters. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Continued from page 4 

During the month of March, new choir 

members, guests vocalists and 

instrumentalists joined our choir and bell 

choir to make beautiful music. A special 

thanks to all of our musicians who enhance 

our worship experience! 
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From Our President 
 

Searching for Silence 
 

My name is Lisa, and I am addicted to noise.  

Music is playing in our home constantly, as 

long as there are no bats, balls or pucks to 

watch and listen to. I love to cook, and while I 

am in the kitchen my tablet is not far away, 

emitting the whisked and caramelized chatter 

of the Great British Baking Show.  Working in 

the yard…Sirius XM Bluesville is my go-to.  If I 

am totally truthful, most nights I fall asleep to 

the sounds of an historical documentary on 

YouTube.  Addicted for sure.  
 

Amidst all of this noise swirling around me, my 

Lenten devotional began to describe the benefit 

and absolute necessity of silence and solitude.   

Day by day, it has gently encouraged me to 

find that quiet place where I can just “be”.  I can 

be an awestruck believer, I can be a frightened 

child, I can be joyful,  I can be confused, happy, 

despairing, doubtful – whatever.  The important 

thing is I am in silent solitude and making 

space for God’s voice.  

I have come to more 

fully realize how great 

my need is to be alone 

with the one who 

sustains me.   
 

I have also appreciated the quiet spaces which 

have been appearing in our Sunday services. 

These pauses give me the opportunity to 

appreciate the beauty of worship and to listen 

for God’s voice in our assembly.   
 

I hope that your Lenten journey is also leading 

you to new and wonderful revelations about our 

great God.  My prayer for all of my Trinity family 

is one that I am taking from my devotional:  
 

 May you know his will, hear his voice and 

live with the knowledge of his love.   
 

Peace and blessings,  

Lisa Johnson 

Report from the March Meeting 
Doug Forcino, Recording Secretary 
 

Church Council opened the new church year 
with a new outlook on things.  Council 
President Lisa Johnson is focusing the 
Council on the triple goals of ownership, 
action and results in all activities undertaken 
by the church.  For this, the involvement of all 
of the members of Trinity is needed. 
Accomplishing the important work of the 
church can’t just be left up to Council.  As 
part of this initiative, Council is moving toward 
a process of involving more members of the 
congregation in the work of the church, 
specifically in small projects that arise from 
time to time.  Regardless of whether you are 
more adept at using a computer keyboard or 
swinging a hammer, there will be 
opportunities for you to be involved.  
 

We’ve heard Pastor Paul ask for volunteers 
on several Sunday mornings to help write a 
human resources policy and position 
descriptions for the various church staff 
positions and for help writing by-laws for our 
constitution.  If you are interested in working 
on these projects, see Lisa Johnson or Doug 
Forcino.  But those are only a few of the 
initiatives for which interested volunteers are 
needed.   
 

Plans are being considered to renovate the 
third floor fellowship hall into an event space 
that could be used for wedding receptions or 
rented out to groups for gatherings, craft fairs, 
or other events.  Some of the work that will be 
necessary to complete the renovation of the 
hall will require the expertise of electrical, 
plumbing and construction contractors.  But 
there will also be smaller projects that could 
be accomplished by members of the 
congregation. Check out the article on the 
next page by Chris Burtless to learn how to 
get involved.  
 

Other interests are to create a Board of 
Directors for the  501(c)(3) that we are 
establishing for our Food Panty.  Currently 
the pantry is not able to benefit from receiving 
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funds from corporations that would be 
interested in providing support because they 
do not typically contribute to 
churches.  However, a non-profit entity running 
the Food Panty could benefit from the 
generosity of corporations that might be 
interested in providing support. The Board of 
Directors cannot be composed of Council 
members so, if you think you might be 
interested in this opportunity, please see Lisa 
Johnson or Lynne Tallon.  
 

A Technology Team is updating our church 
website and using social media to market the 
church and the wonderful things we do for the 
community.  If you are interested in this 
opportunity, please contact Toni or Jen 
Durilla.  A Congregational Life Team is 
considering family activities and training 
greeters. If you’d like to become a greeter or 
have ideas on how we can better 
accommodate families with children, please 
contact Bob Burke or Jan Dorr. 
 

Property Improvement, including addressing 
the curb appeal of our property is the purview 
of John Hill and Barb Macomb.  And the 
Marketing Team, led by Darly Stewart, needs 
your help to reach out to various Neighborhood 
Associations to make them aware of Trinity.   
 

Other “Action Teams” will be created as the 
need arises.  Please keep these important 
aspects of our church life in your mind and 
prayers and step forward if you see an 
opportunity that interests you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Redeemer Renovation Team 
Chris Burtless 
 

Redeemer Hall is one of the many hidden 

treasures that belongs to Trinity Lutheran 

Church. With the neighborhood homes and 

businesses, including hotels, coming to life 

next to our property, straight down the 

street to the Vinoy waterfront, there is a 

documented need for available space to 

hold events and local gatherings. We have 

that space!  
 

As our neighborhood grows so will our 

congregation!  Whether it be a wedding 

reception, Kiwanis meeting, or a city event, 

our own Redeemer Hall will be prepared to 

serve congregation and community.  
 

Standing since 1951 with her huge 

windows, full service kitchen, elevator 

accessibility and stage space, Redeemer 

Hall will once again become the go-to 

location for everything. That said, the space 

needs some reasonable renovation. To 

start this process, a small team is being 

formed that will be staffed with a few 

congregation members, along with a pro 

bono architect and contractor to plan and 

discuss the process, planning, and timeline. 

Are you interested in this temporary 

assignment? Are you willing to attend 

meetings, carry out tasks as assigned that 

might include listening, 

debating, research, 

making calls and reaching 

out to your own network? 

Here is your opportunity.  
 

If interested, please leave 

a note in the Property 

mailbox (located in the 

mail room (off Van Horne 

Fellowship Hall) and lend 

your name for service.  
 

Thanks in advance!  
 
 
 

 
     

Council Updates continued 
Continued from page 6 

Imagine the 
potential! 
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Let ‘Em Eat 

Cake 
Danielle 

Anderson 

 

We will resume 

our normal meeting schedule on 

Monday, April 8th at 7:00 PM in 

the fellowship hall on the second 

floor. We hope to see you there! 

 

As we change leadership, the Band of Angels 

celebrates our outgoing president, Lisa Johnson, 

for her work as president of the BOA. Along with 

her vision and organization, Lisa shares her strong 

faith and love of God through personal stories and 

experiences, which have touched our hearts. What 

a wonderful model she has provided for us. Lisa 

will undoubtedly continue to have significant 

impact at TLC in her work with Council.  We love 

you, Lisa!  

 

Bake Sale on May 5th:  
 

Mark your calendars and bring 

your cash! We will have our first 

Bake Sale of the year on 

Sunday, May 5th during 

fellowship. Funds collected will 

be used toward our Angel Tree 

Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for Meetings and Activities: All are 

welcome to join us at our meetings and activities, 

so please make note of the dates.  

 

 

 

 

2019 Band of Angels 

Meeting Dates 
 

We typically meet shortly after the 
start of coffee fellowship on the des-

ignated Sundays. All women and 
those who identify as a women are 
invited to join us for our BOA meet-
ings and activities. Be alert for an-
nouncements in the bulletin, news-

letter, and the bulletin board in  
fellowship hall. 

 
MEETINGS 

 

April 28 
May 26 
June 30 
July 28 

September—Tentatively 
Bold Women’s Day 

October 27 
(No meetings in November and 

December) 
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APRIL SERVERS 

4/1  Jeanne Tipton 4/23  Eddie Tallon  

4/2  Sister Michelle Collins 4/24  Norman Kinsey  

4/9  Pastor Paul Gibson 4/24  Ruth Kinsey  

4/16  Amanda Moffitt 4/24  Pastor Tom Snapp  

4/21  Leah Heinicke 4/27  Don Dorr  

4/21  Dylan Humphrey 4/28  Nancy Soli  

4/21  Daryl Stewart 4/29  Dee Holloway  

4/22  David Valentine 4/29  Yvonne Waters  

       

  April 7 April 14 

April 21 
Easter 
Sunday April 28 

April 18 
Maundy 
Thurs. 

April 19 
Good Friday 

Acolyte Doug Forcino Danny Burtless Brendan Hall Matthew Reitz Brendan Hall  

Assisting 
Ministers 

Doug Forcino 
Lynne Tallon  
Phil Rearick 

Lynne Tallon  
Alan Due 

Matthew Reitz Matthew Reitz 
12:30: Lynne 

Tallon           
6:30: Alan Due 

Lector 
Suzanne 
Bohning 

Janet Crim Charlie Hahn Craig Mowrer 
Pastor Tom 

Snapp 

12:30: Lynne 
Tallon           

6:30: Alan Due 

Greeters Mishelle 
Richards  

Karen Toth 

Jan Dorr   
Charlene Diefel 

Amanda Moffitt 
Matthew Reitz 

Barb Macomb 
Lisa Johnson 

Helen Mowrer  
Rebecca Reitz 

12:30: Rebecca 
Reitz             

6:30 Rebecca 
Reitz       

Matthew Reitz 

Ushers Charlie Hahn     
Helen Mowrer     
Rebecca Reitz   

Mishelle 
Richards   

Karen Toth 

Charlene Diefel   
Jan Dorr       

Lisa Johnson     
Rebecca Reitz   

Karen Toth 

Charlene Diefel  
Barb Macomb  
Amanda Moffitt  
Matthew Reitz 
Rebecca Reitz 

Lisa Johnson   
Barb Macomb   
Amanda Moffitt   
Rebecca Reitz 

Mishelle 
Richards 

Helen Mowrer  
Rebecca Reitz 

12:30 Rebecca 
Reitz            

6:30 Matthew 
Reitz, Rebecca 

Reitz 

04/07  

04/14 Gretchen 

Frederick 

04/21 Arlene 

James 

04/28 Lynne and 

Jim Tallon 

  

ALTAR 

FLOWERS 

Just for Fun! 
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for 
lunch. At the head of the table was a large pile of apples. The nun made a note 

and posted it on the apple tray: “Take only ONE. God is 
watching”.  Moving further along the lunch line, at the other 
end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A 
child had written a note, “Take all you want. God is watching 
the apples”. 
(Thanks Pastor Tom!) 
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Church office 

hours: 

Monday -

Thursday  

9 am - 3 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church Calendar 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1 2 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

3 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Evening 
Prayer Service 

4 5 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

6 

7 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 
Lily Orders 
DUE 

8 
 
 
 
7:00 Let 'Em 
Eat Cake 

9 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

10 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 Evening 
Prayer Service 

11 12 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

13 
Bishop Visit to 
Tarpon 
Springs 

14    8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 

15 16 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

17 
8:15  Men’s BF 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Service 

19   10:00 
Food Pantry 
12:30 Service 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Service  

20 
9:00 TLC 
Congregational 
Breakfast 

21 
 

6:30 Sunrise 
Service 
Breakfast 
8:30  Choir 
10:00  Worship 

22 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
Meeting 

23 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

24 
8:15  Men’s BF 
 

25 26 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 
8:00 
American 
Stage in Park 
Mamma Mia! 

27 

28 
8:30  Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 

29 30 
10:00 Food 
Pantry 

 
   

    
   


