
  

 

“By the tender mercy of our God, the 

dawn from on high will break upon 

us, to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of 

peace.” (Luke 1: 62-79) 
 

Let me be the first to wish you a 

“Happy New Year.”  The first Sunday 

in December is also the first Sunday 

of the season of Advent and the first 

Sunday of a new year in the church’s 

calendar. 
 

The season of Advent is much more 

than an opportunity to prepare for 

Christmas.  Advent is a time to get in 

touch with the deepest longings of 

our hearts—our longings for peace, 

and for justice, and for a sense of 

meaning and purpose. 
 

The Christian Church has ways to 

mark the season of Advent and to 

count the days until our celebration 

of the birth of Christ.  This year, in 

addition to lighting 

the four candles on 

our Advent wreath, 

we have 24 ways to 

ponder God’s 

patient planning for 

the redemption of 

creation. 
 

The gospels of 

Matthew and Luke 

include genealogies 

of Jesus; the one in 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

401 Fifth Street North  

Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 

727-822-3307 

www.trinitylutheranstpete.org 

Luke traces his ancestry all the way 

back to Adam and Eve!  God laid the 

groundwork for the birth of Christ 

throughout the span of human 

history.  Every succeeding 

generation was a step toward the 

completion of God’s plans. 
 

In the middle ages, the genealogy of 

Jesus was turned into works of art 

that were referred to as the “Jesse 

Tree,” in which the ancestors were 

presented in the limbs of a tree.  It is 

because of these works of art that 

we now refer to the chart of a 

person’s ancestors as their “family 

tree”! 
  

The idea comes from the verse in 

Isaiah that refers to the coming of 

the Messiah by saying, “A shoot shall 

come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots” (Isaiah 11:1).   
  

The Jesse Tree has been depicted in 

almost every form 

of Christian art. It 

is the subject of 

many stained-

glass windows 

and illuminated 

manuscripts. It is 

also found in wall 

paintings, 

carvings, floor 

tiles, and 

embroidery. 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

Paul Gibson—Pastor 

Lynne Tallon—Deacon 

Thomas E. Hall—Organist &  

                        Director of 
Music 

Kim Forcino—Administrative                   
                             Assistant 

Azur H. Abdic’ - Facility   

                              Administrator 

Gayle Nelson—Missionary 

 

 

 

Council Members 

•Lisa Johnson, President 

•Jan Dorr, Vice President 

•Daryl Stewart, Secretary 

•Helen Mowrer, Treasurer 

•Toni Durilla, Financial   
                         Secretary 

•Robert Burke 

•Barbara Macomb 

•Pastor Paul Gibson 

 

Pastor Paul continued from page 1: 

  

During the season of Advent, we 

will turn our whole sanctuary 

into a Jesse Tree; each of our 24 

pews will be decorated with a 

symbol that represents one of 

the ancestors of Jesus or an 

event in the history of Israel.  

These will show how the coming 

of Christ was the fulfillment of 

centuries of anticipation. 
  

We’ve also created a daily 

devotional booklet that offers a 

way of marking the season of 

Advent by learning from the 

branches of the Jesse Tree. You 

can pick up a copy or have it 

mailed to you. 
 

Although we always have four 

Sundays in Advent, this year we 

only get three Wednesdays.  On 

the first three Wednesdays of 

December, I invite you to come 

to the fellowship hall for a time 

of Bible study and worship. 
 

One of the unique features of 

the gospel of Luke is the songs 

that are found in the first two 

chapters of the book.  Mary is 

inspired to sing as she greets 

her kinswoman Elizabeth with 

the news that she is pregnant.  

Zechariah sings when his son is 

given the name John.  Angels 

sing when they announce the 

birth of Jesus to a group of 

shepherds.  And, when the baby 

Jesus is brought to the temple 

in Jerusalem, the sight of him 

compels an elderly man named 

Simeon to burst into song. 
 

On the three Wednesdays of 

Advent, our Bible studies will 

look at the three songs sung by 

human beings.  They aren’t as 

well-known as the song of the 

angels, “Glory to God in the 

highest,” but like it they have 

found a place in the worship 

of the church. 

 

Another way that music has 

found a place in the church is 

through a group of monks 

that live together in France.  

Their community was 

founded in the village of 

Taizé in the 1940s; it is made 

up of Roman Catholic and 

Protestant men who have 

committed themselves to the 

unity of the Christian church.  

As a part of their worship, 

they have created simple, 

repetitive melodies that can 

be sung by anyone in any 

number of languages. 
 

Some of the “Taizé hymns” 

have found their way into our 

Lutheran hymnals.  At the 

conclusion of each of our 

Wednesday Advent 

gatherings, we will have a 

short time of worship and 

prayer that will feature the 

music of Taizé.  Any of you 

who play instruments are 

encouraged to bring them 

and add their voices to our 

praise. 
 

I hope many of you will make 

time for worship on Sundays 

and Wednesdays and on 

every day of the holy season 

of Advent. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
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Feed My Sheep  Update 

 

 

 We served 371 friends 

during the month of 

November.  

9:30 AM. If you can assist, 

please  contact Lynne at 

Lynnesaim@verizon.net or talk 

with me at church on Sunday. 

Remember, many hands make 

light work. May we continue 

to see God's presence in our 

daily lives and praise Him for 

all His blessings.  

                                    

                             God be with you always, 

             Lynne Tallon 

a trailer, van, and cars with 

an overwhelming amount of 

goods. Most of these items 

are currently in the former 

Sew and Sew space and 

some is already in the 

clothing section in the 

pantry.  
 

When asked why the Trinity 

Pantry was selected as the 

designated charity for this 

group, we discovered a few 

evening shift workers had a 

connection with Redeemer 

and Trinity. Courtney 

Nickerson and her sons, 

Grayson and Gabriel, are 

granddaughter and great 

grandsons of Alan 

Nickerson, a former leader 

at both Redeemer and 

Trinity. Also Heather 

Barrucci, daughter of 

Russell and Louisa Worley, 

shared that her parents 

were married at Trinity in 

1982. Four generations of 

church family connections 

were present at this 

charitable outreach. Check 

out the photos on page 4! 
 

As a result of this 

unexpected blessing, we 

have scheduled a work day 

to inventory, sort, and store 

our goods. If you are 

available, come on 

Thursday, November 29 at 

 

    Thank you for all your 

work, donations and 

dedication to the food 

pantry. Our volunteers have 

increased due to new 

friends from "up north", as 

they say. We welcome 

Martha, Jerry and Marcus as 

new volunteers to the 

pantry. Martha and Jerry  

attended worship at TLC and 

then volunteered at the 

Pantry the following 

Tuesday! Deacon Marcus is 

the son of Janet Crim and 

brother of Barb Macomb. He 

has been helping out on 

Fridays. 
 

Do you believe in God's 

presence every day? I do! 

Remember Pastor Paul 

explaining how we won a 

food collection from a 

competition within the St. 

Petersburg Police 

Department? The challenge 

was conducted by civilians 

who work in the Emergency 

Communication Division of 

the Police Department. The 

group representing our 

Pantry was the evening shift 

of 911 operators. 
 

On Monday, November 19, 

the operators and some 

Trinity volunteers unloaded 

DECEMBER 

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

 

 

Snack 

crackers 

and saltines 

 

Clothing for cooler 

weather 

 

Please consider 

volunteering at our 

Pantry! 

mailto:Lynnesaim@verizon.net
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It has been a real pleasure to be 
able to do something like this for a 
group of people that does so much 
for others.  
         Heather Barrucci,  
        Public Safety Communicator 
         St. Petersburg Police Department 

Lynne with Courtney Nickerson, 

granddaughter (and great grandson) of 

Alan Nickerson, a former leader at both 

Redeemer and Trinity. 
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WELCA Fall 

Gathering 

 It’s all about 

love! 
Lisa Johnson 

 

The weekend of 

November 9, the 

Florida-Bahamas SWO 

(Synodical Women’s 

Organization) held its annual 

meeting at Lake Yale near 

Leesburg.  Eight members of 

Trinity’s WELCA group were in 

attendance, and it truly was a 

weekend that was all about 

love. 

 

Proudly wearing our wings and our “Love my 

Tribe” T-shirts, we attended inspiring 

workshops, a stirring tribute to veterans, and a 

beautiful worship service, but the highlight as 

always was the opportunity to bond and share 

with each other. Saturday 

night’s game/sharing/snack 

event was incredibly fun as 

usual, and I’m not sure 

Ashley will ever recover from 

the “Handicorn”.  Helen and 

Sister Michelle are also quite 

good at the basketball-hoop-

on-the-head game.   

 

I am here to tell you that your 

Band of Angels absolutely 

lived up to their name that 

weekend.  Last summer at 

Synod Assembly, I 

met a lady from a 

church in Ft. Myers 

named Rhona who 

would be attending 

this gathering by herself.  I invited her to stay 

with our group so she wouldn’t be alone. One of 

the first things she commented on was the way 

we greeted each other as we 

arrived. She said it was 

obvious how much we cared 

for each other, and she is 

right!  I knew that our Angels 

would not have a problem 

with my inviting her to join us, 

but I did not anticipate the 

outpouring of love and 

acceptance that she received.   

 

 

 

 

I should have known better!  By the 

end of the weekend, she had “earned 

her wing” and was officially a Church 

Aunt (a name bestowed on her by 

Danielle). I was moved to tears 

witnessing God’s love in action, and 

am so grateful to my sisters for 

making a difference in Rhona’s life.  

You may think it was a little thing, but 

like we talked about this weekend – 

Love Changes Everything!  
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Celebrating Pastor Paul! 

 
With the covert assistance of Assisting 

Minister, Sister Michelle Collins, we made the 

presentation of our “special gift” to Pastor 

Paul on Sunday, November 18th. His surprise 

was evident when sister Michelle took over the 

service and with the assistance of our Council 

President, Lisa Johnson, presented the lovely 

colorful stole. Without skipping a beat, Pastor 

donned his new stole and gave the blessing!  

 

The love and 

appreciation our 

congregation has for  

Pastor Paul was 

certainly evident as the 

donations to purchase 

the lovely gift poured in 

quickly after a request 

was sent out. Thanks 

to everyone for your 

contributions, as well 

as keeping the secret 

for almost a month! 

 

Wow, what a 

beautiful way to show 

our gratitude! 

Let ‘Em Eat Cake 
Danielle Anderson 

As part of the TLC 

group of Women 

who attended the 

WELCA Fall 

Conference, I got 

the chance to pitch 

my idea of bringing 

more people to our 

church with the women of ELCA. The result was 

a change in direction for me—instead of hosting 

a college night, I’ve decided to focus on a 

Women’s night.  
 

My group would be called "Let 'Em Eat Cake"  

and this group is to empower women with 

knowledge by not only research but through 

experiences of all types of women (all ages, 

races, sexual orientation, if you identify as a 

woman, etc). I felt this group was much more 

needed not only because of the growth that we 

are starting to see in our country for women but 

also to understand that we women are the 

backbone to this world and to keep it spinning, 

we all need to be on the same page, so I just 

wanted to create a group that will help us 

understand more and judge each other less.  
 

So there will be a "practice run" meeting on the 

evening of January 7th 2019 from 7 PM to 8:30 

PM in the fellowship hall. This will not be an 

official meeting, but more so to get the women 

of the church who would like to attend to...kind 

of get the gist of what's to come. 
 

Hopefully we can get this group to more women 

in our community and just continue to spread 

like a wildfire of love 

and light towards each 

other. Thank you for 

reading and if you have 

any questions for me, 

I'll be glad to answer 

them. 
 

See you in church, I 

love you.  
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Those nicely folded and stapled 

bulletins you use to follow the service 

every Sunday are not the result of a 

fancy copier! Our bulletin team—Pat 

Kapfhammer, Paul Wagner, and Rudy 

Szillat come to church every Thursday to 

prepare the weekly 

bulletins.  
 

They enthusiastically 

approach their task, but 

more importantly, it’s 

time for them to 

connect and catch up 

with each other.  
 

I look forward to Thursdays, not only 

because the team assists with 

preparations for Sunday service, but 

because of the obvious joy that working 

and socializing together gives them.  I love 

that they have found their own special way 

of serving TLC and making a difference for 

all of us. 
 

The bulletin team is not the only “team” at 

Trinity. Although they don’t necessarily 

work together, Burt Bertoluzzi and Bob 

Burke make up our welcoming team. Burt 

was one of the first people to greet Doug 

and me during fellowship during our 

transition to TLC. It’s evident, if you 

observe him on Sunday mornings, he 

searches for new faces and warmly 

welcomes them to our family. His love for 

our church and joyous attitude are 

infectious! 
 

Bob takes time every week to prepare post 

cards or a letter to a few members who 

missed the Sunday worship service. His 

reports of the service often highlight the 

scripture lessons, music, and sometimes a 

description of the excellent and/or above 

and beyond work of one of our servers. 

These letters are often as humorous as 

they are informative. I typically begin my 

week with a chuckle upon receiving and 

reading the weekly letter from Bob. 

The teamwork at Trinity is most 

evident every Sunday as you 

participate in our worship 

service. Pastor Paul and Deacon 

Lynne work collectively with the 

many servers to pull together a 

meaningful and beautiful 

experience for all.  That 

experience is brightened not only 

by our acolyte, but also our 

friendly greeters and ushers, along 

with assisting ministers and 

lectors. One thing that may go 

unnoticed is the work behind the 

scenes, particularly the 

coordination of all of these servers 

accomplished single-handedly by Rebecca 

Reitz. She’s amazing! 
 

I doubt that most of us think about the 

preparation prior to and work after the 

Sunday service— such as lectors reviewing 

scripture, bakers preparing communion 

bread, or ushers and greeters prepping and 

cleaning up materials.  
 

One team that has significant impact on 

the service is our Altar Team. Right now 

the team, led by Barb Macomb, is in need 

of some assistance. Please consider 

reaching out to Barb if you can become 

part of a rotation to arrive a little earlier 

and stay a little later on certain Sundays to 

prepare our beautiful altar for the service 

and clean up afterward. 
 

Although we have the pleasure of 

worshipping in a fabulous church, the 

building does not define us, the people do. 

Let’s all find a way to be part of the team! 
 

This short article is only a small look into 

the joyful work of the teams at TLC. I’m 

sure our Council leadership, Music 

Director, Bell Choir Director, and Food 

Pantry Coordinator will be glad to give you 

a glimpse of the “work behind the scenes”, 

if you only ask!  
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THE TLC ORGAN 

NEEDS YOU! 

 

PLEASE ASSIST IN GETTING THE 

WORD OUT ABOUT OUR 

UPCOMING CONCERT. INVITE 

YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY AND 

COWORKERS OR CONSIDER 

GIVING TICKETS AS AN EARLY 

CHRISTMAS GIFT! 

 

FLORIDA PRO MUSICA 

CONCERT 
 

A Renaissance Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 16 

at 3:00 PM. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Benefits the Historic Pipe 

Organ 
 

Tickets are available through 
floridapromusica.org or the 

Trinity Lutheran Church office. 
(727) 822-3307 or: 

office@trinitylutheranstpete.org 

 
Individual tickets: $20.00 

Group of 10+: $18.00/ticket 

FROM THE NOVEMBER ISSUE: 

BIBLE BRAIN TEASER 
 

Here are the answers to last month’s 

puzzle.  Did you find them all? 

 

This is A MOSt reMARKable puzzle. 

Someone found it in the seat pocket 

on a flight from Los Angeles to 

HonoluLU, KEeping himself occupied 

for hours.  One man from Illinois 

worked on this while fishing from his 

boat.  Roy Clark studied it while 

playing his banJO.  ELaine Victs 

mentioned it in her column once.  One 

woman JUDGES the JOB to be so 

involving, sHE BREWS a cup of tea to 

help calm her nervES.  THERe will be 

some names that are easy to spot, 

that’s a fACT.  Some people will soon 

find themselves in a JAM, ESpecially 

since the book names are not 

necessarily capitalized.  The tRUTH is, 

fROM ANSwers we get, we are forced 

to admiT IT USually takes a scholar to 

see some of theM AT THE Worst.  

Something in our GENES IS 

responsible for the difficulty we have.  

THOSE Able to find all of them will 

hear great LAMENTATIONS from those 

who have to be shown.  One 

REVELATION may help, books like 

TIMOTHY and SAMUEL may occur 

without their NUMBERS.  And 

punctuation or spaces in the middle 

are norMAL.  A CHIpper attitude will 

help you comPETE.  Remember, there 

are 24 books of the Bible lurKING 

Somewhere in this paragraph. 

 

http://floridapromusica.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranstpete.org
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Be sure to order your 
Christmas poinsettias no 

later than Sunday, 
December 9th. 

Poinsettias are $7.00 
each and will be 

displayed on Christmas 
Eve. You may complete 
a form and place it in 
the offering with your 
payment or contact the 

church office. 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR! 

 

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 9TH 

 

BOA Bake Sale 
 

Church Decorating 
 

Caroling 
(More 

details to 
come.) 

Christmas Eve 
Schedule 

 

4:00 PM 
Worship Service 

7:30 PM  
Pre-Service Music 

8:00 PM 
Christmas Eve 

Worship 

 
 
 
 

 
Somehow, not only for 

Christmas,  

But all the long year 

through,  

The joy that you give to 

others,  

Is the joy that comes 

back to you.  

And the more you spend 

in blessing  

The poor and lonely and 

sad,  

The more of your heart’s 

possessing  

Returns to you glad.  

 

—John Greenleaf 

Whittier   
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12/02 Tom and Marty Snapp 

Gretchen Frederick 

12/09 Jim and Lynne Tallon 

12/16 Trudy and Greg Daniels 

12/23 Christmas Poinsettias 

12/30  

  December 2 December 9 December 16 December 23 December 24 December 30 

Acolyte Phil Rearick Sister Michelle 
Collins 

Danny Burtless Matthew Reitz 4:00: Sister 
Michelle Collins 

7:30: Brendan Hall 

Alan Due 

Assisting 
Ministers Karen Toth       

Phil Rearick 

Lynne Tallon     
Sister Michelle 

Collins 

Trudy Daniels      
Doug Forcino 

Matthew Reitz 

4:00: Sister 
Michelle Collins 
7:30: Alan Due  
Lynne Tallon 

Alan Due 

Lector 

Craig Mowrer 
Sister Michelle 

Collins 
Doug Forcino Pastor Tom Snapp 

4:00: Sister 
Michelle Collins 
7:30: Mishelle 

Richards 

Leah Heinicke 

Greeters Jan Dorr           
Lisa Johnson 

Trudy Daniels   
Karen Toth 

Bill Diefel    
Charlene Diefel 

Pat Kapfhammer 
Amanda Moffitt  

4:00: Janet Crim 
Rebecca Reitz 

7:30: Charlie Hahn 
Matthew Reitz 

Janet Crim 
Barbara 
Macomb 

Ushers Jan Dorr, Lisa 
Johnson, Barbara 
Macomb, Helen 

Mowrer, Rebecca 
Reitz 

Trudy Daniels, 
Matthew Reitz, 
Rebecca Reitz, 

Mishelle Richards, 
Karen Toth 

Bill Diefel, 
Charlene Diefel 

Jan Dorr    
Rebecca Reitz  

Karen Toth 

Bill Diefel    
Charlene Diefel    

Pat Kapfhammer  
Amanda Moffitt   
Rebecca Reitz 

4:00: Janet Crim, 
Rebecca Reitz 

7:30: Charlie Hahn, 
Helen Mowrer, 
Matthew Reitz, 
Rebecca Reitz, 

Mishelle Richards 

Janet Crim,   
Charlie Hahn,  
Lisa Johnson, 

Barbara 
Macomb, 
Amanda 
Moffitt 

12/01 Vickie Skidmore 

12/07 Georgene Gifford 

12/12 Janet Crim 

12/16 Catherine Kutz 

12/16 Jim Tallon 

12/21 Lorna Holder 

12/25 Susan Amann 

12/29 Janetta Heinicke 

12/30 Karen Toth 

12/31 Kevin Boyd 

12/31 Jen Durilla 

DECEMBER SERVERS 

2/09 Lynne and Jim Tallon 
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Trinity Lutheran Church Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 

2 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 
 

3 
  

4 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
 

5 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Advent 
Study and 
Worship 

6 7 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
 

8 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 
 
 

9       8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 
BOA Bake Sale 
Church 
Decorating 
Caroling 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
 

12 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Advent 
Study and 
Worship 

13 14 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

15 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 
9:00  
Congregational 
B’fast 

16 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 
 

17 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
Meeting 

18 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 

19 
5:45 Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Advent 
Study and 
Worship 

20 
 

21 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 
 
 

22 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 
 
 

23 
8:30 Choir 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 
 

24 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
4:00 SERVICE 
7:30 MUSIC 
8:00 WORSHIP 

25 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

 
Food Pantry 
Closed 

 
 

26 
 

27 28 
10 AM  Food 
Pantry 

29 
8 AM Loaves & 
Fishes B’fast 

30 
9:00  Bible 
Study 
10:00  Worship 

31 

NEW 
YEAR’S 

EVE 

          

 

Church office hours: 

Monday -Thursday  

9 AM - 3 PM 


